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THE PARLIAMENTARY DRAFTSMAN

I'm the Parliamentary Draftsman,
I compose the country’s laws,
And of half the litigation

I'm undoubtedly the cause.

I employ a kind of English

Which is hard to understand;
Though the purists do not like it,
All the lawyers think it’s grand.

I’m the Parliamentary Draftsman,
And my sentences are long;

They are full of inconsistencies
Grammatically wrong.

I put Parliamentary wishes

In to language of my own,

And though no one understands them
They’re expected to be known.

I compose in a tradition

Which was founded in the past,
And I’m frankly rather puzzled
As to how it came to last.

But the civil Service use it,
And they like it at the Bar;

For it helps to show the laity
What clever chaps they are.

I’m the Parliamentary Draftsman

And my meanings are not clear,

And though words are merely language
I have made them my career.

I admit my kind of English

Is inclined to be involved—

But I think it’s even more so

When judicially solved.

I’m the Parliamentary Draftsman,
And they tell me it’s a fact

That | often make a muddle

Of a simple little Act.

I'm a target for the critics,

And they take me in their stride—
Oh how nice to be a critic

Of a job you've never tried.
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SWNAN NN T DY NIRD NP0 DY NIPNI IMNTRY 28NN NN WYY N22D1 NN
1.1125207 DY NN DMIYY DIPIN NYNINA NYNIYL NN NOYINN

mMaT1IN

DXNNNI T IYUNR MITHN PYO 2INOY NN ,DMNNDN DXNNNI NN VIO NWIVD PN Nysna
NYNNA PYNIN PYDI NMITHNN B DT NIPNIA .PIND YNNI DN INPN YINOYW IWINN NYN
.(N7VN PYD YW DN - NVYN PYDIIN) PN

1,252,001 PYDI IN DNDN JIPDI ,0N0N P91 DTN DINNNI WIDY NYY) TUND
APYDIN YD ,PI9 ININ UNID MITHINN NN 1979

WTN N AVNNND Y92 PMPAAON T 290 IO MY THNN =

.INDINI 2ND ATNND NN =

£ PNANY ¥ NYN DMIPNA NN PIN DNON NN Y IMYNRYNRY NN MITHIND MNP DINYY =

NN NNNN DX IO .NITHN DMND NNONY 1N INX PIN2 ITHN 92D NINN OX -
PN TNN PR, X PINA INITIND” IND 1N, MITHNN PYDa NN PN SV N Nna
PINIMN DY MIATINND PYD INRY PYDa INX PIN ITNN NNNN ONX .PYON 190N NN
X PIN2 Y Pyoa INITINI I 1N
.1982-27nwnn (DY) P32) NNYPNN PIND 1 PYD 1TNN "NV SYSHNY NN :aNE]7

NNYPNN PIN2 DNITIND -7NVIDY YNNI YN ¥ NNIND NN INN PINT NN DI DN
11982-27pUNN (DN Pra)

3.5

3.6



X PIN2IMYNRYNIT AP0 W, wnn NITIND XY TR INN 7INA 901N NN DX -
NINY w1272 N9 NYIYNY 33 ¥ap) ,2000-D7WNM 1N THITN NON PINY (N)3 Pyoa_:aNdl?

NN PINA NMNND OIXI) DX .7...A0T ...(NONX ¥IDT - 1T 7IN2)(3) TV (1) MNP MNNRD YD
NN 20N NOIN PIND (N)3 PYDI IMYNYNI - "NON VIV IMD ¥ P NON VIO NHND
12000-07WNN

NITHNN I2IN NPNYN PAY NN PINA NITHND MO PA DTANN NN WHTHD DIWN DT PRyy -
1AW PINA D) 92PN NN ANNRTD PINAY NITIN NPY 9D NYRIN NIPHN INK PINND
9NN NNSND)
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