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Request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) – Investments Made into Arms Trade Companies

Dear Millie Sullivan,

Your request was handled under the provision of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (The Act). The request is copied below for your reference. 
Your Request
From: Millie Sullivan <millie@ded1.co> 
Sent: 11 April 2023 17:18
To: Data Requests <datarequests@uwl.ac.uk>
Subject: FOI request 11/04/2023
To Whom it May concern
In the below request, the phrase ‘arms trade companies’ relates to, but not limited to:
1.BAE
2. Babcock
3. QinetiQ
4. Rolls-Royce
5. Serco
6. Cobham
7. Raytheon
8. Airbus
9. General Dynamics
10. Leonardo MW
11. Lockheed Martin
12. Thales
13. MBDA
14. Elbit Systems
15. Caterpillar
16. Ministry Of Defence 
17. DSTL
18. Atomic Weapons establishment
19. GKN 
20. Boeing
Please may you provide:
1) Any investment made into an arms trade company, detailing the name of the arms trade company/organisation, amount invested, and type of investment (e.g. bonds, stocks and shares, capital etc.) of that financial year, for the past five financial years. 
2) Any investment made into an arms trade company by the university endowment fund organised by name of company/organisation, amount invested of that financial year, for the past five financial years
3.) The name of any investment management firm or bank the university uses to make investments, and the amount given to them annually. If they do provide a list of the names of companies/organisations/investments they make on the university’s behalf, please include any investments in arms trade companies provided by this information.  
Many thanks
Millie Sullivan 
Sign the petition!
Database Manager
dED - Demilitarise Education 

Response:

I can confirm that the University holds the information relevant to your request. For ease of reference, I will respond to each element of your request in the order you raised them.
In the below request, the phrase ‘arms trade companies’ relates to, but not limited to:
1.BAE
2. Babcock
3. QinetiQ
4. Rolls-Royce
5. Serco
6. Cobham
7. Raytheon
8. Airbus
9. General Dynamics
10. Leonardo MW
11. Lockheed Martin
12. Thales
13. MBDA
14. Elbit Systems
15. Caterpillar
16. Ministry Of Defence 
17. DSTL
18. Atomic Weapons establishment
19. GKN 
20. Boeing
Please may you provide:
1) Any investment made into an arms trade company, detailing the name of the arms trade company/organisation, amount invested, and type of investment (e.g. bonds, stocks and shares, capital etc.) of that financial year, for the past five financial years. 
The University has not made direct investments into any arms trade companies over the past five financial years.
2) Any investment made into an arms trade company by the university endowment fund organised by name of company/organisation, amount invested of that financial year, for the past five financial years
The University has not made direct investments into any arms trade companies by the University’s endowment fund over the past five financial years.
3.) The name of any investment management firm or bank the university uses to make investments, and the amount given to them annually. If they do provide a list of the names of companies/organisations/investments they make on the university’s behalf, please include any investments in arms trade companies provided by this information.  

The University only has fixed term deposit investments with Barclays and Lloyds. The University invests £5m annually to Lloyds and c.£30m annually to Barclays. There is no list provided.

Internal Review
If you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content of this response,  you can request an independent internal review in accordance with the complaints mechanism set out in the following link: http://www.uwl.ac.uk/about-us/how-university-works/governance/public-information. Please note that any request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the date of this response.

Information Commissioner's Office

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint directly to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
The Information Commissioner can be contacted at Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website at https://ico.org.uk/

Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the University's internal review process has been completed. 

Yours sincerely,

Lackshica Premkumar
Complaints and Compliance Administrator
University of West London, St Mary’s Road, W5 5RF
datarequests@uwl.ac.uk 
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