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Response to a Request made under:
The Freedom of Information Act (2000)
	Reference: 
	2746

	Response Date :
	03 October 2022



I can confirm that we do hold this information. Please see our response(s) below where we have either provided the information or explained the legal basis relied upon to withhold it
In the below request, the phrase ‘arms trade companies’ relates to, but not limited to:
	Mitsubishi

	General Electric

	Babcock

	BAE Systems,

	Rolls Royce 

	Boeing

	Lockheed Martin Corp.

	Leonardo

	Thales

	Airbus

	GKN

	Smiths Group

	Cobham

	VT Group

	General Dynamics

	General Electric

	Halliburton,

	L3 Harries Technologies and Communications,

	Northrup Grumman

	Raytheon




Could you please provide:

	Question 1 
	The total amount, in pounds sterling, that the university has received in research funding from arms trade companies in the last five financial years. Details should be broken down for each company, year-by-year for the last five financial years. 



Zero

	Question 2
	The total amount, in pounds sterling, that the university has received in the form of industrial consultancy and industrial research fees from arms trade companies in the last five financial years. Details should be broken down for each company, year-by-year for the last five financial years. 



Zero

	Question 3
	The total amount, in pounds sterling, that the university has received in research funding from the Ministry of Defence over the last five financial years. Details should be broken down, year-by-year for the last five financial years.



Zero

	Question 4 
	The total amount, in pounds sterling, that the university has received in the form of industrial consultancy and industrial research fees from the Ministry of Defence over the last five financial years. Details should be broken down, year-by-year for the last five financial years.



Zero

	Question 5 
	A portfolio statement for the fund(s) the university has investments in. If you do not have a copy of this, please send me a list of the names of the fund(s) and the corresponding management companies. Details should be broken down, year-by-year for the last five financial years



Information around investments can be found here: Annual report and accounts - ARU

	Question 6 
	Please also confirm if any shares are held in the above companies as part of a pension fund or endowment, either directly or indirectly through an externally managed fund. Details should be broken down, year-by-year for the last five financial years. 



Refusal Notice: Section 12: Cost of Compliance exceeds Appropriate Limit
We estimate that the information you have requested would take longer than 18 hours to identify, locate, retrieve and extract which is the limit set by the Fees Regulations under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act beyond which public authorities are not obliged to fulfil the request. The University is a Public Authority listed under Schedule 1, Part IV of the Act therefore the ‘appropriate limit’ is £450 to which staff time in fulfilling the request can contribute at the rate of £25 per hour.
There is no requirement for us to include an estimate of the costs in this refusal notice. However, Under Section 16 of the Freedom of Information Act, we are required to give you reasonable advice and assistance to refine (change or narrow) your request. This will generally involve explaining why the limit would be exceeded and what information, if any, may be available within the limits.
Where some of the information is readily available and only an element of the response is covered by section 12, we are not required to provide partial information as we cannot do so without giving you the opportunity to say which available data you would prefer to receive. Similarly, we are not obliged to provide as much of the information as we can within 18 hours of work. 
Should you wish to narrow the request in line with any advice we provide, this will be treated as a new request and not a continuation of this one.

To review information held to be able to establish shareholding for Q6 would involve checking each quarter’s shareholding documentation to verify if we were holding any of the shares listed. We estimate this would take an hour, for each quarter. To analyse 5 years’ worth of quarterly reports would therefore exceed the appropriate limit. 

In terms of refinement, we can consider a new request for the same information covering a shorter time period. 

	If you are not satisfied with our response, you have the right to ask us to review our handling of your request. 
If this is the case, please contact us at foi@aru.ac.uk, setting out what you believe we have got wrong.
We will consider review requests if made within 40 working days of you receiving this response. 

If you remain dissatisfied after the outcome of the review, you have the right to refer the matter to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). If this is the case, please contact the ICO at https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 

We will provide further details of this right in a review outcome letter
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