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Request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) – Academic Partnerships with Arms Companies

Dear Millie Sullivan,

Your request was handled under the provision of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (The Act). The request is copied below for your reference. 
Your Request

From: Millie Sullivan <millie@ded1.co> 
Sent: 21 June 2023 10:39
To: Data Requests <datarequests@uwl.ac.uk>
Subject: FOI request 21/06/2023
To whom it may concern,
In the below request the phrase the phrase ‘arms trade companies’ relates to, but not limited to:
a company that is involved in any capacity in manufacturing (parts or complete), production, sales or exports of weapon systems (including small and light weapons, heavy and conventional weapons, and nuclear weapons) in one or more sectors (including dual-use purpose companies).
‘Academic partnership policy or statement’ refers to any commitment by the university to exclude arms trade companies from any of the following:
    • Graduate schemes/apprenticeships/Careers fair appearances 
    • Directly sponsored PhDs or Studentships 
    • Public donations - sponsored buildings/libraries etc
    • Company involvement in university departments - i.e. MoD Laboratories, EPSRC centres for doctoral research
    • Dual employment of staff/management or lecturers - staff/management or lecturer employees who are also currently employed by an arms trade company
Please may I request any relevant policy or statement within the last five years. Please can these be broken down by year and categorised accordingly:
    • Year of policy/statement release
    • Name of senior management or council or committee that wrote or signed off the statement 
    • Name of the council or committee that oversees academic partnerships in any of the aforementioned capacities.
Many thanks,

Millie Sullivan 
Response:

I can confirm that the University holds the information relevant to your request. For ease of reference, I will respond to each element of your request in the order you raised them.

Please may I request any relevant policy or statement within the last five years. Please can these be broken down by year and categorised accordingly:
    • Year of policy/statement release
    • Name of senior management or council or committee that wrote or signed off the statement 
    • Name of the council or committee that oversees academic partnerships in any of the aforementioned capacities.
The University does not hold any specific policies to exclude arms trade companies from graduate schemes, apprenticeships, careers fair appearances, directly sponsored PHDs, studentships, public donations, company involvement in university departments, dual employment of staff/management or lecturers. 

Internal Review
If you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content of this response,  you can request an independent internal review in accordance with the complaints mechanism set out in the following link: http://www.uwl.ac.uk/about-us/how-university-works/governance/public-information. Please note that any request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the date of this response.

Information Commissioner's Office

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint directly to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
The Information Commissioner can be contacted at Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website at https://ico.org.uk/

Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the University's internal review process has been completed. 

Yours sincerely,

Lackshica Premkumar
Complaints and Compliance Administrator
University of West London, St Mary’s Road, W5 5RF
datarequests@uwl.ac.uk 
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