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Dear Ms Sullivan,
I am writing in response to your request for information regarding research projects with arms trade companies (Ref FOI 3243).
The information you requested is as follows:
In the below request, the phrase ‘arms trade companies’ relates to: BAE systems; Babcock; QinetiQ; Rolls-Royce; Serco; Cobham; Raytheon; Airbus; General Dynamics; Leonardo MW; Lockheed Martin; Thales; MBDA; Elbit Systems; Caterpillar; MOD; DSTL; Atomic Weapons establishment; GKN; Boeing
In the below request, the phrase ‘research project' related to, but not limited to: any academic research collaborations that involve any staff members or any member of the active student body with companies or institutions who have stakes in the defence industry and arms trade companies. 
Could you please provide me with all research projects with any connection to arms trade companies in the last five years. Connections can include sources of funding and/or collaborative research partnership on the research project. 
Please can these be broken down by financial year, and categorise them accordingly: 
· Title and aim of research project 
· Players (list of companies involved in the research project) 
· Name of university department(s) involved (if applicable) 
· Source of funding for the research project (to be included the source of funding does not have to be an arms trade company) 
· The total amount, in pounds sterling, that the university has received in research funding for this project in the last five financial years. Details should be broken down for this project year-by-year.  
· Timescale of research project - start and end (exact day/month if applicable/available, otherwise by financial years)
I am unable to confirm or deny whether we hold any information relevant to your request, as it would take too long to carry out searches of our systems to locate it.
Section 12 of the FOIA states that a public authority is not obliged to comply with a request for information (or confirm whether the information is held) if the authority estimates that the cost of doing so would exceed the appropriate limit. The appropriate limit for universities as set out in the Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004 is £450, which can be calculated at £25 per hour. As such, we are not obliged to comply with a request where to do so would take over 18 hours.
You have requested details of all research projects with any connection to any of the companies named in your request, including as sources of funding or as collaborative partners. The University does not have a central list of all research projects being undertaken at any given time. We do keep central records of certain types of research project (e.g. where research is externally funded) but this does not cover all research that takes place at the University. 
In order to determine whether the university holds information relevant to your request, we would be required to search all records relating to research projects for evidence of any connection to the named companies. This would involve first identifying all projects that may be relevant, which would require a comprehensive manual search of all university systems. It is not possible to produce a meaningful estimate of how long this search would take, but it would vastly exceed the 18-hour limit referred to above, and so the University is not required to comply with your request.
If you are able to narrow down your request, we may be able to comply. For example, if your request was limited to research projects that commenced in the last five years for which the University’s Grants and Funding Unit holds central records, we may be able to respond to your request.


If you are unhappy with the way we have handled your request for information, you are entitled to ask for an internal review; however, you must do so within 40 working days of the date of this response. Any internal review will be carried out by a senior member of staff who was not involved with your original request. To ask for an internal review, contact DPFOIA@uclan.ac.uk in the first instance. 
If you are unhappy with the outcome of any internal review, you are entitled to complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). To do so, you can use the ICO complaints portal on their website: http://www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints
Alternatively, you can contact the ICO by telephone on 01625 545 745 or by post at:
Information Commissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF

Yours sincerely,

Clay Garland
Information Governance Officer
Email: 	DPFOIA@uclan.ac.uk
Tel:	01772 892554
image1.jpeg
N2
P University of
Central Lancashire

UCLan




