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SYNOPSIS
1944. In Vermiglio, een bergdorp hoog in de Italiaanse Alpen, werpt de oorlog zijn schaduw over 

het leven, ook al is die ver weg. De komst van Pietro, een gedeserteerde Siciliaanse soldaat, 
verstoort de dynamiek van het anders zo rustige dorp, en vooral die binnen het gezin van de 

onderwijzer. Lucia, de oudste van het gezin, voelt zich zeer tot de vreemdeling aangetrokken. In 
vier seizoenen zien we hoe de dikke laag sneeuw smelt, de liefde opbloeit en de vrede zich over 
Italië verspreidt. Maar terwijl de rest van de wereld langzaam loskomt uit de oorlog, krijgt het 

gezin haar eigen tragedie te verduren.



VERMIGLIO truly captivated me. I have a particular fascination for linen clothing, simple and sturdy 
furniture, snow, and fresh cow's milk: the world explored in VERMIGLIO delights me.

I also have great admiration for the extraordinary skill with which Maura Delpero directs; she created such 
an expansive work with so much assurance and maturity.

I felt constantly captivated and immersed in her world. At first, I thought the film would tell a kind of soft, 
old-fashioned ideal story, but it turned out to be about a budding love following the ups and downs of real 

life—death, betrayal... I loved all of that and felt a deep trust in Delpero’s vision of life, in how she captures 
the true drama of real life.

VERMIGLIO is a gift.
I also realize how much of a true mission it was to make this film: the challenges posed by the weather, the 

filming in such cold and snow, where you have to be careful of the crew's footprints that could spoil the 
freshness of the location. And such a large cast, with so many children, all so comfortable and relaxed 

together.
It’s an achievement. The team, the director of photography Mikhail Krichman, and the actors are all 

excellent.
I can’t help but wonder what Maura Delpero will do next.

I am excited by her strength, her determination, and the beauty she achieves with VERMIGLIO. I’m a fan!!!

Jane Campion



DIRECTOR'S NOTE
My father left us on a hot summer afternoon. Before closing them 
forever, he looked at us with big and amazed eyes of a child. I had already 
heard that when you are old you go back to being a child, but I didn't 
know that those two ages could merge into a single face. 

In the following months he came to visit me in a dream. He had returned 
to his childhood home, in Vermiglio. He was six years old and had the 
legs of a Capricorn. He smiled at me toothlessly, he carried this film 
under his arm: four seasons in the life of his big family. A story of 
children and adults, between deaths and births, disappointments and 
rebirths, of their holding tight in the bends of life, of their path from 
collectivity to becoming individuals. A story of the high altitudes with 
their walls of snow. Of the smell of wood and hot milk on freezing 
mornings. With war distant and yet always present, experienced by those 
who remained outside the big machine: the mothers who watched the 
world from a kitchen, with the newborns who died because the blankets 
were too short, the women who feared themselves widows, the peasants 
who waited for children who never returned, the teachers and priests who 
replaced the fathers. A war story without bombs,or great battles. In the 
iron logic of the mountain that every day reminds man how small he is. 

Vermiglio is a landscape of the soul, a "Family Lexicon" that lives inside 
me, on the threshold of the unconscious, an act of love for my father, his 
family and their small town. Crossing a personal period, it wants to pay 
homage to a collective memory.

Maura Delpero
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Director and screenwriter Maura Delpero
Photography
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