
LEARNING JOURNEY

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Key stage 1
Abrahamic religions

Key stage 2
Mixture of Abrahamic and 

Dharmic religions

Christian beliefs :
Life of Jesus
Trinity  Miracles parables

Christian practices
Christmas and Easter

women priests/ women in 
Christianity. The afterlife,

Ethical decision making 

Foundation stage
Different beliefs about

God-including non religious

Islam - Muhammad, Quran, Angels, 
the 5 pillars. Mosque, Women in 
Islam, Eid ul Fitr and Islamophobia.

Hinduism Key beliefs
Reincarnation and Moskha 

Avatars
Creation

Chakra and meditation
Art and dance in religion

Judaism
Covenant, Mitzvot, 
Shabbat, Kosher, Anne 
Frank, Antisemitism
Women in  Judaism 

GCSE  Christian 
Beliefs Unit
God, Trinity, 
creation 
,suffering,  
Jesus-incarnation, 
crucifixion, 
resurrection, 
Afterlife 

GCSE Life and Death unit
Origins of the universe, 

science and religion, afterlife, 
abortion, euthanasia

GCSE Islam 
beliefs
Allah, Prophets, 
Muhammad, 
angels, Sunni 
and Shia beliefs, 
afterlife

GCSE Islam practices
The Five Pillars - Shahada, Salat, 
Saum, Zakat, Hajj, Shia- 10 
obligatory acts, Festivals, Jihad

Continue to 
love 

thinking
Analysing, seeking 

new ideas and 
learning from 

others  showing 
tolerance for others 

views and finding 
your own views on 

important issues 

Go to 
university to 

study
Philosophy or 

Theology or 
Philosophy, Law, 

sociology, English, 
French and many 

more...

The person
of Jesus

Son of God? 
Moral teacher? 

Political 
liberator?

Ethical theories
Natural Law

Plato and Aristotle

Religious 
Experience

Ethical theories
 Situation Ethics

Problem of 
suffering 

Knowledge of 
God’s existence 

Applied Ethics
Business Ethics

Religious 
language

20th century 
perspectives

Applied Ethics
Sexual ethics

Feminist 
theology

Nature 
of God

Pluralism

Religious language
Negation, analogy 

symbol
Meta ethics

BonhoefferSecularism

Arguments from 
observation

Cosmological and 
design 

Ethical 
theories

Utilitarian

Soul, 
mind 
and 

body

Ethical 
theories 

Kant

Death and 
Afterlife

Applied ethics
Euthanasia

GCSE Christian practices unit
Denominations, baptism, eucharist, pilgrimage, festivals, 

Christianity in 21C Britain, evangelism, ecumenism

GCSE Good and Evil Unit
Moral decision making, Aims of 

punishment / treatment of criminals
Capital punishment, Forgiveness, 

suffering

Year 10 
Mock Exam April

Rites of passage -
Student choice Birth, 
Marriage, Death rites 
and importance

Ethical issues –
including situation, 
utilitarianism, Aristotle's 
virtue ethics and AI Ethics. 

Sikhism
Key beliefs, Gurus, 
Sewa, panj pyare, 
Khalsa  Gurdwara, 
Sikh feminism.   

Philosophical arguments for God- design 
and cosmological. Against the existence of 

God – scientific origins of existence/ 
problem of suffering. Women in Philosophy.  

Pacifism - Buddhism,  
Jesus, Martin Luther 
King, Bonhoeffer.

Buddhism
Three marks of existence, four 
noble truths, eightfold path, five 
precepts, Mandalas, women in 
Buddhism.

Medical ethics
IVF and surrogacy

GCSE Relationships unit
Family, marriage, divorce, sex and 
relationships, same sex marriage, 
contraception, women’s roles and rights

Philosophical reasoning
P4C, Prove it speeches,
Plato's cave, Descartes 

rationalism

GCSE  Eduqas A
Human Rights Unit, Wealth and poverty, 

Prejudice and discrimination, Racism, 
Personal conviction, Extremism

Commitment to beliefs - 
student research on 

empowering role models

Paper 3 DCT
Introduction to 

attributes of God

Paper 2 Ethics 
Introduction to 

Ethics

Paper 1 Philosophy
Introduction  to a priori 

and a posteriori 
arguments 

A LEVEL  Exams 
Papers 1-3

Year 12 UCAS 
Exams April

Year 11 
Mock Exam
November

GCSE Exam 
Papers 1-3

Year 13 
Mock Exam
November

Christian Moral 
principles

Liberation 
Theology

Augustine  on 
human nature

Conscience
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