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SESSION ONE – The Heart of Personal Ministry 

Introduction 

1 Cor. 13:1-8 (ESV)  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  [2] And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not 
love, I am nothing.  [3] If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but 
have not love, I gain nothing.  [4] Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant  [5] or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;  [6] it does 
not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.  [7] Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.     [8] Love never ends  

A Question we need to answer:  

Answer:   

How do we help people with our words in personal ministry out of love?  Lessons from 1 
Cor. 13: 4-8 
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Love is Patient (long-suffering).   

Paul Tripp:  “In personal ministry, the sin of the person you are helping will eventually be 
revealed in your relationship.  If you are ministering to an angry person, at some point that 
anger will be directed at you.  If you are helping a person who struggles with trust, at some 
point she will distrust you.  A manipulative person will seek to manipulate you.  A depressed 
person will tell you he tried everything you’ve suggested and it didn’t work.  You can’t stand 
next to a puddle without eventually being splashed by its mud.”   1

Love is Kind.   

Love does not envy or boast 

Love is not arrogant or rude 

Love does not insist on its own way 

Love is not irritable or resentful 

 Paul Tripp, Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hand, p. 136-1371
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Love does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth 

Ken Sande:  “Love always looks for reasonable ways to trust others, to hope that they are doing 
what is right, and to interpret their words and actions in a way that protects their reputation and 
credibility”.   2

Loves bears, hopes, believes, endures all things 

1 John 4:7-12:  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 
been born of God and knows God. 8  Anyone who does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. 9  In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 
into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God 
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11  Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.  

Jonathan Edwards:  Saints, too, may be the instruments of comforting and establishing one 
another, and of strengthening one another in faith and obedience; of quickening, and animating, 
and edifying one another; of raising one another out of dull and dead frames, and helping one 
another out of temptations, and onward in the divine life; of directing one another in doubtful 
and difficult cases; of encouraging one another under darkness or trial; and, generally, of 
promoting each other's spiritual joy and strength, and thus being mutually fellow helpers on their 
way to glory.   3

  

 Ken Sande, “Judging Others:  The Danger of Playing God”, Journal of Biblical Counseling, Fall 2002, p. 152

 Jonathan Edwards, Charity and Its Fruits, 973
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