Follow Your Heart
1. The Bad News
a. Thinking Logically


b. Thinking Biblically (Jeremiah 17:9; Mark 7:21-23)


2. The Good News (Ezekiel 36:26)



3. How do we make decisions?
a. Understand God’s Will (Deuteronomy 29:29)



b. Beware of false ways 
i. Putting out a Fleece (Judges 6:36-40)
ii. Casting Lots (Acts 1:15-26)
iii. Asking for signs from God (Matthew 12:39)
iv. Open Doors (Jonah 1:3)
v. Dreams and Visions (Hebrews 1:1-3)
vi. Relying upon feelings and impressions (Proverbs 14:12)
vii. Using Scripture texts out of context (2 Peter 2:16-17)
c. Follow Jesus instead of your heart
i. Jesus Gives                                through His Word. (Psalm 119:24; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3)




ii. Jesus Empowers                                         of the Word through His Spirit. (1 Corinthians 2:12-14; Romans 12:2; Colossians 1:9)




iii. Jesus Imparts                    for application through prayer. (James 1:5.; Psalm 25:4-5)




iv. Jesus Increase                    through wise godly counsel. (Proverbs 15:22; Proverbs 12:15; Proverbs 19:20)




v. Jesus Confirms                                through His Providence. (James 4:13-17; Proverbs 16:9)



4. Applying these truths:
a. Scenario 1 - You have a young family with 2 kids. Their jobs are stable, their marriage is good. Their kids are elementary school age. The brother of the wife calls and asks for them to take in his teenage boy who has been in trouble, and he cannot take care of him anymore. The brother has lost his job and now the only job he can get is an offshore oil job in which he cannot take his son with him. His ex-wife is MIA. And he just needs some help for 6 months to a year. Do you take the teenage boy into your home? 


b. Scenario 2 - You have been working in the same field for a few years and have greatly increased in skill and reputation. Your name is known in the field in which you work, and you have been given a new job offer. Currently you live in Medina. You know what life is like in Medina. The job offer allows for working from home as long as it is within an hour from the main office in Dallas. This job will come with an increase in pay, hours, and prestige. There will also be a chance for advancement. Yet you will have to relocate your family of 5. Your kids are still in school, the oldest is 7th grade. Your spouse’s job can easily transfer to any location. Do you take the promotion?

