


THE DANGERS OF CASUAL WORSHIP

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7



“False hope is based on human ideas of what is pleasurable and desirable. Many
people think that their problems will disappear if they can just get what they want...
True hope is a biblically-based expectation of good. In other words, it is biblical
hope, an expectation based on the promises of God.” (Wayne Mack)




All of life is worship.

Worship defines and changes you depending on what/who you worship.



Ecclesiastes 5 surveys four heavenly perspectives connecting us to
companionship with God. They are truthful perspectives to ground us in
God’s view of our life. These perspectives help us nurture a biblically-based

expectation of good in our life with God.



. Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)

“Guard your steps” as you come to worship God; “draw near to listen,” he is
putting your spiritual attention on high alert and just where it needs to be.

He is cautioning you against casual worship as he mentions the “house of
God.”

These are symptoms of casual worship:
* They hear but do not spiritually perceive or understand.

* They go through the motions and offer God things He despises while
convinced in themselves that God is delighted with what they bring to
Him.



. Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)
What is that issue bearing on them and on us as God-worshipers?

“This writer’s target is the well-meaning person who likes a good sing and
turns up cheerfully enough to church; but who listens with half an ear, and

never quite gets round to what he has volunteered to do for God.”
(Derek Kidner)



. Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)
Pastors and church leaders who foster triviality by focusing on the trivial.

By singing man-centered songs which put the focus on me by exalting my
feelings and making my happy mood a critical component of gathered
worship.

Casual worship is fostered and encouraged when the visual and the
visceral are more important and more dominant over biblical content and
over the character and knowledge of God.

A visceral emphasis in worship “is characterized by or proceeds from
instinct rather than intellect.” It is biblically uninformed, it is feelings-
driven, man-centered, misdirected activity taking the place of Word-
enriched, heart-humbling, Jesus-exalting, spiritual song-singing praise from
thankful hearts submitted and committed fully to God’s greater glory (Col.
3:16-17).



. Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)

In these verses, however, the target of responsibility for countering casual
worship is “[You] guard your steps as you go to the house of God, and as
[yvou] draw near to listen....” The onus rests with you, personally and
individually.

How worship is done matters to God.
How you are prompted to worship God matters to God.
What is used to prompt you to worship God matters to God.

But what is most important to God in your worship is your heart as you
worship. And what most impacts and influences your heart in gathered
worship is what you know of God from your week of worship prior to
Sunday morning.



. Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)

Worship springs from what we know of the character of God filling our

hearts and then works out from us through thankful hearts as we convey
worth to God in spirit and truth.

“The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord,
But the prayer of the uprightis His delight.” (Prov. 15:8)



. Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)

Here are your priorities as you express this reverent trust in the Lord in
your worship:

1. Guardyour heart against spiritual pride which leads to spiritual
flippancy and superficiality.

2. Draw nearto God to listen (hear and heed God’s Word).

3. Be humbly self-aware — you are God’s child by God’s grace and
goodness — don’t think more highly of yourself than you should.

These spiritual safeguards will guide you to keep you from being “hasty in
word” or “impulsive in thought” which, when taken together, reveal an
unthinking, biblically uninformed, spiritually disengaged mind/heart. A
trivial approach to God springs from a trivial heart towards God.



. Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)

Here is the danger if you don’t take this wisdom seriously and practice
these spiritual measures in your worship:

“..forthey do not know they are doing evil.”

“...they are so dull of spiritual understanding that they actually think that
they are doing something good and acceptable.” (William Barrick)

“Daydreaming reduces worship to verbal doodling.” (Derek Kidner)

True, biblical, God-exalting, Christ-honoring, and Spirit-empowered
worship engages and guides the mind in truth; the mind isn’t carried off in

some fitful loss of control or some attention-grabbing display of words
and actions.



. Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)

“Knowing God is your single greatest privilege as a Christian, and the one
that sensitizes you to every other issue of importance. But is this the issue
that lies at the center of your thinking?” (Sinclair Ferguson)

Come early, come eager, and come to edify.
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