


LOOKING BEYOND THIS LIFE

Ecclesiastes 5:8-20



Ecclesiastes 5 surveys four heavenly perspectives regarding our companionship
with God. They are truthful perspectives grounding us in God’s view of our life.

The first perspective addresses your view of God. We could say that this is God’s
view of how you should view Him as it bears on worshiping Him.




I. ATruthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)

“Knowing God is your single greatest privilege as a Christian, and the one
that sensitizes you to every other issue of importance. but is this the issue
that lies at the center of your thinking?” (Sinclair Ferguson)

We are to worship Him in spirit and truth while avoiding certain heart-
attitudes and actions which are sinful and which work to promote a
casual, flippant, or superficial approach to God.



A Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)
The target of responsibility for countering casual worship is:

“[You] guard your steps as you go to the house of God, and as [you]
draw near to listen....”

If you knew that Jesus, Himself, would be physically here next Sunday to
lead our service and preach to us, would it change anything at all about
how you would approach being here?



I. ATruthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)

Our hermeneutics (rules for studying Scripture) become a response to what
we have acknowledged as Scripture’s own self-witnhess.

When we come to study the Bible, we must have as our starting point the
Bible’s own testimony about itself. Informed in this way, we then form rules
which honor what God has said to us about the nature of His Word.

Our starting point for worshiping God is His own testimony about Himself
(Holy, Omnipotent, Omniscient, Omnipresent, Sovereign, Lord, etc.).



I. ATruthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)

Informed in this way about who God says He is, we then form attitudes
and actions which honor what God has said to us about worshiping Him.

We believe and teach that there is only one God (Deut. 6:4; Isa. 45:5-7; 1 Cor. 8:4, 6; James
2:19), one in essence, yet eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

(Isa. 48:16; Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14). God is glorious because of who He is and what He
has done. As the God of glory, He deserves our worship and obedience.

You are responsible for the worship you offer to God even in a corporate or
gathered setting. How worship is done matters to God.



.  ATruthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)

Il. ATruthful/Heavenly Perspective on Government (Eccles. 5:8-9)

At the heart of it all is avarice: the greedy desire for money and the power
over people which money can bring.

“Don’t be shocked at the sight.”



.  ATruthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)

lI.  ATruthful/Heavenly Perspective on Government (Eccles. 5:8-9)

lll. A Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on Gain (Eccles. 5:10-17)

“...the love of money grows by what it feeds on....If anything is worse than
the addiction money brings, it is the emptiness it leaves. Man, with eternity
in his heart, needs better nourishment than this.” (Derek Kidner)

“But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many

foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.”
(1 Tim. 6:9)



lll. A Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on Gain (Eccles. 5:10-17)

Don’t let Solomon’s force of warning escape you — twice he says thisis a
deadly evil (“grievous evil”-v.13, 16).

And verse 17 is a scary look at this deadly evil:
* |tcreates a dark, lonely life.
* [tdestroys you emotionally.
* [tdestroys you physically.
* [tconsumesyou in life-dominating anger.

Be prayerfully careful.



.  ATruthful/Heavenly Perspective on God (Eccles. 5:1-7)

lI.  ATruthful/Heavenly Perspective on Government (Eccles. 5:8-9)

lll. A Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on Gain (Eccles. 5:10-17)
IV. A Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on Good (Eccles. 5:18-20)

What is good for us to pursue?
What is God’s view of what is most worthy of the efforts of our lives?

How do you and | experience what s truly good about this life under the
sun?



IV. A Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on Good (Eccles. 5:18-20)
“Here is what | have seen to be good and fitting...”

It begins with knowing and worshiping God as He makes Himself known to
us in Scripture through Jesus.



IV. A Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on Good (Eccles. 5:18-20)

This is God’s view of what is good as we live our lives and cultivate
companionship with Him as our highest effort:

“..to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself in all one’s labor in which he toils

under the sun during the few years of his life which God has given him;
forthis is his reward.”

Enjoying the fruits of your labors is God’s reward to you, but it all must be
kept in truthful perspective.




IV. A Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on Good (Eccles. 5:18-20)

“Knowing God is your single greatest privilege as a Christian, and the one
that sensitizes you to every other issue of importance. But is this the issue
that lies at the center of your thinking?” (Sinclair Ferguson)




IV. A Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on Good (Eccles. 5:18-20)

“Furthermore, as for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth,
He has also empowered him to eat from them and to receive his reward and

rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God.”

That perspective is one of looking beyond this life to God who is the Giver

of life.



IV. A Truthful/Heavenly Perspective on Good (Eccles. 5:18-20)

What is the good life, the truly enjoyable life, the fulfilling life even in the
realities of injustice, toil, suffering, and death?

It’s the life lived for God, to God, and with God, so that it goes by quickly,

because you have such gladness of heart in living your life as God’s gift to
you and your gift back to Him.
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