
Standing Firm in Integrity for the Gospel (Part 1)

2 Corinthians 1:12-14

Gregory Garrison



2 Corinthians: Background

• Paul establishes the Corinthian church (Acts 18:1-18)

• Sometime after leaving Corinth, Paul hears of immorality in the church

• Paul sends a letter (1 Cor. 5:9 – I wrote to you in my letter …)

• Paul embarks on his third missionary journey, including a 3-year visit to 
Ephesus
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2 Corinthians: Background

• Paul establishes the Corinthian church (Acts 18:1-18)

• Sometime after leaving Corinth, Paul hears of immorality in the church

• Paul sends a letter (1 Cor. 5:9 – I wrote to you in my letter …)

• Paul embarks on his third missionary journey, including a 3-year visit to 
Ephesus

• While in Ephesus, Paul receives more troubling reports about the 
church in Corinth

• Paul composes a letter (1 Corinthians) to send to Corinth

• Paul sends Timothy (1 Cor. 4:17; 16:10-11) to Corinth





2 Corinthians: Background (continued)

• Disturbing news reaches Paul of further difficulties at Corinth, including 
the arrival of false apostles, who attack Paul's character to undermine 
his credibility and persuade the Corinthians to abandon him in favor of 
their own more worldly false teaching. (2 Cor. 11:4-6, 12-15)

• Accusations regarding Paul …

▪ Being a ministry failure

▪ Weakness and lacking 
rhetorical skill

▪ Fickleness and unreliability

▪ Being a false apostle

▪ Being a money seeker

▪ Lacking spiritual power

▪ Manipulating the gospel

▪ Boastful and false humility



2 Corinthians: Background (continued)

• Travels to Corinth - “painful visit” (2 Cor. 2:1)

• Paul returns to Ephesus

• Paul writes a third letter – the “severe letter” (2 Cor. 2:4) and sends it 
with Titus to Corinth (2 Cor. 7:6)

• Paul leaves Ephesus after a riot sparked by Demetrius the silversmith 
(Acts 19:23-20:1) and goes to Troas, eager to meet Titus
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2 Corinthians: Background (continued)

• Travels to Corinth - “painful visit” (2 Cor. 2:1)

• Paul returns to Ephesus

• Paul writes a third letter – the “severe letter” (2 Cor. 2:4) and sends it 
with Titus to Corinth (2 Cor. 7:6)

• Paul leaves Ephesus after a riot sparked by Demetrius the silversmith 
(Acts 19:23-20:1) and goes to Troas, eager to meet Titus

• Paul departs Troas for Macedonia (2 Cor. 2:12-13) where he eventually 
meets Titus and receives an encouraging report (2 Cor. 7:5-16)

• While in Macedonia (perhaps from Philippi), Paul writes a fourth letter 
(2 Corinthians)
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2 Corinthians 1:12-14

For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that 
we behaved in the world with simplicity and godly sincerity, 
not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and 
supremely so toward you. 13For we are not writing to you 
anything other than what you read and understand and I 
hope you will fully understand – 14just as you did partially 
understand us – that on the day of our Lord Jesus you will 
boast of us as we will boast of you.
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