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Authority



‘All Scripture is… 

useful.’
(2 Timothy 3:16) 



‘All authority in 

heaven and on 

earth has been 

given to me.’ 
(Matthew 28:18)



‘Christian faith is not faith in the 

Bible, not primarily. It is faith in 

Christ as the One through whom 

we come to God, and faith that 

through the Bible we meet him 

and he communicates with us. 

The Bible is thus the instrument of 

faith and the expression of faith, 

rather than the object of faith.’

James Barr



The people were 

amazed at Jesus’ 

teaching, because 

he taught them as 

one who had 

authority, not as the 

teachers of the law. 
(Mark 1:22)



‘You diligently study 

the Scriptures because 

you think that by them 

you possess eternal 

life. These are the 

Scriptures that testify 

about me, yet you 

refuse to come to me 

to have life.’
(John 5:39-40)
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Tradition









‘I have not come to 

abolish the Law and 

the Prophets but to 

fulfil them.’
(Matthew 5:17)



‘Love your 

neighbour as 

yourself.’
(Matthew 22:39)



‘Do not go about spreading slander 

among your people. Do not do anything 

that endangers your neighbour’s life. I am 

the Lord. Do not hate a fellow Israelite in 

your heart…



Rebuke your neighbour frankly so that you 

will not share in their guilt. Do not seek 

revenge or bear a grudge against anyone 

among your people, but love your 

neighbour as yourself. I am the Lord. Keep 

my decrees. Do not mate different kinds of 

animals. Do not plant your field with two 

kinds of seed. Do not wear clothing woven 

of two kinds of material…’
(Leviticus 19:16-19)
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‘You have heard 

that it was said, 

‘Eye for eye, tooth 

for tooth’. But I tell 

you, do not take 

revenge on an 

evil person.’
(Matthew 5:38-39)





‘All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been 

given to me…

Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations… 

teaching them to obey 

everything I have 

commanded you.’
(Matthew 28:18-19)





‘Peace be upon you. As 

the Father has sent me, I 

am sending you’. And 

with that he breathed on 

them and said, ‘Receive 

the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive anyone their sins, 

they are forgiven; if you 

do not forgive them, they 

are not forgiven’.
(John 20:22-23)



‘Very truly I tell you, 

whoever believes in me will 

do the works I have been 

doing, and they will do even 

greater things than these, 

because I am going to the 

Father. And I will do 

whatever you ask in my 

name, so that the Father 

may be glorified in the Son.’
(John 14:12-13)







‘You yourselves are our 

letter, written on our 

hearts, to be known and 

read by all; and you 

show that you are a letter 

of Christ, written not with 

ink but with the Spirit of 

the living God, not on 

tablets of stone but on 

tablets of human hearts.’
(2 Corinthians 3:2-3)
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