
A Time for Judgment (Part 2)

Ecclesiastes 3:16–21



. . . it is appointed for man to die once, and after 
that comes judgment (Hebrews 9:27).



Moreover, I saw under the sun that in the place of 
justice, even there was wickedness, and in the 
place of righteousness, even there was wickedness. 
I said in my heart, God will judge the righteous 
and the wicked, for there is a time for every matter 
and for every work. (Ecclesiastes 3:16-17)



I. A Time of Judgment is Coming for All 
People (3:17).



II. A Time of Judgment is Coming –
But Only if People Experience Life after 
Death (3:18-21).



v.18 – I said in my heart with regard to the 
children of man that God is testing them that they 
may see that they themselves are but beasts.



vv.19-20 – For what happens to the children of 
man and what happens to the beasts is the same; 
as one dies, so dies the other. They all have the 
same breath, and man has no advantage over the 
beasts, for all is vanity. All go to one place. All are 
from the dust, and to dust all return.



We all stop breathing.



We all stop breathing.

We all go to the place of death.



We all stop breathing.

We all go to the place of death.

We all return to dust.



v. 21 – Who  knows whether the spirit of man 
goes upward and the spirit of the beast goes 
down into the earth?



the spirit returns to God who gave it. (Eccl.12:7)



God has put eternity into man’s heart,



God has put eternity into man’s heart,
yet so that he cannot find out what God has done 
from the beginning to the end. (Eccl. 3:11)



I. A Time of Judgment is Coming for All 
People (3:17).



God will judge the righteous and the wicked
(3:17).



For God will bring every deed into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether good or evil. 
(12:14)



“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the angels with him, then he will sit on his 
glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all 
the nations, and he will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats.” (Matthew 25:31-32)



For the Father judges no one, but has given all 
judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son, 
just as they honor the Father. (John 5:22-23)



Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he 
will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And 
he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats 
on the left. (Mt.25:32-33)



Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. (Mt.25:34)



“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from 
me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. (Mt.25:41)



And these will go away into eternal punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life. (Mt.25:46)



II. The Rewards of the Righteous



Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left 
everything and followed you. What then will we 
have?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in 
the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his 
glorious throne, you who have followed me will 
also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel.



And everyone who has left houses or brothers or 
sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for 
my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and 
will inherit eternal life.
(Matthew 19:27-29)



We will always be with the Lord (1 Thess.4:17)



But we do not want you to be uninformed, 
brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may 
not grieve as others do who have no 
hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep. . . .



And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who 
are alive, who are left, will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 
and so we will always be with the Lord.
(1 Thess.4:13-14; 16-17)



Therefore encourage [or comfort] one another with 
these words. (1 Thess.4:18)



What joy he has to be welcomed by God the 
Father, and be reunited with my mother in the 
presence of Jesus.

– Franklin Graham’s description of 
Billy Graham in heaven



There is therefore now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1)



And I am sure of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will bring it to completion at the day 
of Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:6)



By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit and so prove to be my disciples. (John 15:8)


