OCC Connections Bible Study (Group or Personal)
Hold Fast to the Morning Star: Revelation 2:18-29
Read for context: Psalm 2:8-9; 1 Kings 21:23-25; 2 Kings 9:30-
37; Malachi 3:2-3; Daniel 10:5-6; Jeremiah 17:10; Hebrews 4:13;
2 Peter 1:19; Philippians 3:20-21; Revelation 22:16.

Big Idea: Christ as the Son of God, searches every heart, calls His
church at Thyatira, and us today, to:

¢ Remain in His truth and hope
e Resist deceptive compromise

The church grew in love and service, yet some tolerated false
teaching that led to idolatry.

Christ refines us like silver, warns against people like Jezebel who
abuse power. He promises the Morning Star to those who

overcome by remaining in Him.

We are to shine like lamps in the night, awaiting the dawn when
the Morning Star rises.

1) Read the Text
Read Revelation 2:18-29 aloud.

(Consider also Psalm 2:8-9; 1 Kings 21:23-25; 2 Kings 9:30-37;
Malachi 3:2-3; 2 Peter 1:19.)

Ask the Lord to give you wisdom to discern between folerance and
truth, between compromise and faithfulness.



2) Observe the Text (choose 2-3 prompts)

e How does Christ describe Himself in v.18, and what does this
reveal about His character and authority?

e What four things does Jesus commend in v.19, and what does
"latter works exceed the first" mean?

e What is the problem Christ confronts in vv.20-23, and who is
"Jezebel"?

e What does Christ promise to the faithful remnant in vv.24-25?

e What two promises are given in vv.26-28 to those who
overcome?

3) See the Connections

Context: The church at Thyatira received commendation for
growing love and service, but reproof for tolerating "Jezebel," a
false prophetess who abused her power.

Unlike Ephesus, which lost its first love, Thyatira's latter works
exceeded the first. In other words, they were growing from love as
the foundation.

Despite this, the folerance of false teaching led people to idolatry
and immorality. Christ, with eyes like fire, searches hearts and
calls for repentance (the changing of our minds). He promises the
Morning Star (Himself) to those who hold fast.



Word Work:

Eyes like fire (mupdc) Strongs: G4442: Fire in this case
represents purification, refining, and penetrating judgment.
This connects to Malachi 3:2-3 where God refines like silver.
Christ's searching gaze sees all, purifies the faithful, and judges
compromise. Also consider Daniel 10:5—6 as the burnished
bronze and eyes like fire are directly connected.

Morning Star (aotépa TOV TPp®ivev) Strongs: G792 +
G4407: The morning star appears just before dawn, signaling
the end of night. In Revelation 22:16, Christ identifies Himself
as "the bright morning star." In 2 Peter 1:19, believers are
lamps shining until the morning star rises in their hearts.
Consider the connection with the Parable of the Lamp
(Matthew 5:14-16, Mark 4:21-25, and Luke 8:16-18)

Cross References:

1 Kings 21:23-25; 2 Kings 9:30-37: The original Jezebel led
Israel into Baal worship, murdered prophets, and abused royal
power. Her pattern of evil is repeated in Revelation by
someone who leads believers into idolatry. It is important for
us to consider our power and how we use it. Much like how
God gives us our time, talent, treasure, and testimony, may we
use our power for good.

Malachi 3:2-3: God refines like silver and purifies like gold.
Christ's eyes like fire represent this refining work in believers'
lives.

Psalm 2:8-9: The promise of ruling nations with a rod of iron.
Overcomers will share in Christ's authority and reign. A very
powerful connection from Psalms to Christ, and from Christ to
us, the future promise..



e 2 Peter 1:19: We have the prophetic word as a lamp shining in
a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in
our hearts. (Beautiful imagery of how we are in darkness,
shining our lamps until Christ comes).

e Hebrews 4:13: No creature is hidden from God's sight. All are
exposed to the eyes of Him. We will give an account.

4) Interpret (What It Means)

e Christ refines us and searches our hearts:
Christ's eyes like fire penetrate and purify. His feet like
burnished bronze show strength and stability. He searches
minds and hearts—nothing is hidden from Him. The ones
who hold fast (remain in Christ) are being refined through
trials. This refining is not punishment but purification,
making us more like Him.

e Jezebel shows a pattern of abused power:
Throughout 1 and 2 Kings, Jezebel waged war against God,
turning Israel to idolatry and immorality through her
influence. She had power and used it for evil. This same
pattern appears in Revelation—someone using spiritual
influence to lead people away from God. The lesson:
leaders must use their power to lead people TO Christ, not
away from Him. Tolerance of such teaching is dangerous.

e Christ is our hope, the Morning Star:
There is reward for remaining in Christ even when
surrounded by evil. Christ as the Morning Star will share
His inheritance and authority—to reign with Him forever.
We shine like lamps NOW in the darkness. Christ is the
Morning Star we AWAIT. The night represents this age;
the morning represents His return. We live between the
times—Ilight in the darkness, waiting for the greater Light.



5) Apply (How We Live)

Receive the light of Christ:

The most important decision is to receive salvation from
Christ by faith. Receive and remain in Him. Resist
compromise and never fear asking God to search your
heart. Pray Psalm 139:23-24: "Search me, O God, and
know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts!" Let Him
refine you, transform you and make your more like Him.

Resist evil; let your lamp shine:

You will face pressures from the world to compromise.
Stay the course in Christ and resist evil. As the Lord's
Prayer says: "Lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil." Set boundaries. Refuse compromise. Honor God
with your choices, your relationships, your worship.

Go and share the hope of the Morning Star:

Genesis 1:1-3 shows darkness, then light. We live in the
night, awaiting the Morning Star. There is always an end
to every storm, light after darkness, and joy that comes in
the morning. That's why we let our lamps shine for Christ.
We are in the night waiting for the greater Light to come.
Share the gospel. Tell the world of the hope of Jesus.
People need Christ more than ever.

Ask yourself: Am I living like a lamp in the night, or have I
settled into the darkness?

Commitment Log (7 Days)

e Pray: "Lord Jesus, search my heart. Show me where I've
compromised. Refine me like silver. Help me hold fast until the
Morning Star rises."



e Plan: Choose one area where you'll refuse to compromise this
week. What boundary will you set? What false teaching will
you reject?

e Practice: Daily ask: Is Christ refining me right now? Am I
resisting evil? Am I shining like a lamp for others to see?

6) Pray the Text (Revelation 2:18-29)

Praise: "Jesus, you are the Son of God with eyes like fire and feet
like bronze. You search our hearts and know us completely. You

are the bright Morning Star, our hope and our future. We praise
You!"

Confession: "Forgive me for tolerating what I shouldn't. Forgive
me for compromising with the world. Forgive me for settling into
the night instead of shining as a lamp."

Dependence: "Refine me with Your fire. Give me strength to hold
fast. Purify my heart and give me courage to resist evil. Make me
shine brightly until the morning star rises.”

Mission: "Use my faithfulness to encourage others. Make me bold
to share the hope of the Morning Star. Let my life point others to
You, the Light of the World."



7) Life Stage Helps

e Parents/Kids: Talk about what it means to "hold fast" to Jesus.
Draw a picture of the morning star. Discuss: How can we shine
like lamps for Jesus?

e Couples/Roommates: Where are we being pressured to
compromise as a household? What evil influences do we need
to resist together? Pray together for courage to hold fast.

e Students/Young Adults: Name one area where you're tempted
to compromise. What "Jezebe!l" influence (person, media,
lifestyle) do you need to reject? Replace it with a spiritual
discipline, following the teachings of Christ or scripture.

e New to Faith: Ask a mature believer: What does it mean to let
God search your heart? How do you resist compromise and
hold fast to Christ?

o Singles/Widows/Seniors: Read 2 Peter 1:19 and Revelation
22:16. Write a prayer expressing your hope in the Morning
Star. How can you encourage others who are waiting in the
night?

Notes / Questions



