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Observations from Matthew 13:31-32:
What is happening in these verses? 

The Parable of the Growing Seed (Symbolism)
The Sower = Christ / followers of Christ (v.26)
The Seed = The Word (Luke 8:11)
The Earth / Ground = The Soil: The mystery of God's work (v.28)
• γῆ (pronounced gē) is used in the Parable of the Sower (Matt 13:3–9, Mark 4:3–9, Luke 

8:4–8) and The Parable of the Mustard Seed (Mark 4:31)
Growth = A divine process in the soil and the seed. (v.27–28)
By Itself (automate) = God working in the field to grow the the seed 
First the blade, then the head, then the full grain = seasons of the spiritual growth 
(v.28) 
Harvest = God’s timing, fulfillment and final judgement (v.29)

Parabolic Outline (Mark 4:26–29)
A man scatters seed into the field – v.26
While he sleeps and wakes, the seed grows on its own – v.27
The earth brings forth fruit in stages: blade, head, full grain – v.28
When ripe, the man gathers the harvest – v.29
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• God Grows What We Cannot See
◦ We often want results now, but God values the process. Growth happens 

in stages. It is all about God's timing and much of it is unseen.
▪ Reference Verse(s): 1 Corinthians 3:6–7, Ecclesiastes 11:5, Philippians 

1:6, John 3:8
• God Works in the Hidden Places
◦ Like roots beneath the surface, God is working even when we don’t see it. 

His work in our families, children, and church is behind the scenes.
▪ Reference Verse(s): Galatians 6:9, Isaiah 64:4, Colossians 3:3–4, 

Habakkuk 1:5
• God’s Timing is Not Rushed
◦ Growth follows a divine pattern. God's timing occurs differently for each 

person. Yet we all go through seasons of growth. 
▪ Reference Verse(s): Psalm 1:3, James 5:7, Habakkuk 2:3, Ecclesiastes 3:1

• Parents: Dedicate Your Children and Trust the Process
◦ You don’t need to have it all figured out. Keep planting truth and love.
▪ Reference Verse(s): Proverbs 22:6, Deuteronomy 6:6–7, Psalm 127:3–5, 

Isaiah 44:3
• The Church: Be a Garden, Not a Factory
◦ Our job isn’t to force change, it’s to minister and care. Ministry is 

faithful presence, not an assembly line. Quality over quantity. 
▪ Reference Verse(s): 1 Thessalonians 2:7–8, Ephesians 4:15–16, 1 

Corinthians 12:18
• Everyone: Keep Planting in Faith
◦ Even when you don’t see the fruit, remain faithful to Him.
▪ Reference Verse(s): 2 Corinthians 5:7, Hebrews 6:10, Romans 5:3–5, 

Luke 8:15

Interpretation: What can we learn (interpret) from this? 

Application: What can I do? How can I live this out? 


