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Paradise Lost % % T % /7

Genesis 2] 3¢ 2:15-17 & 3:1-9
USED 4% : 3rd November 2024 5F 11 A 3 H

On the 21st of April 1970, Leonard Casley, a Western Australian farmer, withdrew
from Australia and set up his own micro-nation. His 75km2 farm 517km north of
Perth became known as Hutt River Province. He withdrew from Australia over an
ongoing dispute about wheat production.
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Leonard Casley became known as His Majesty Prince Leonard I of Hutt, and then
granted royal titles to other family members. It produced its own currency, stamps
and passports, none of which was recognised by any government in the world.
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What followed was years of legal disputes, until on 2 December 1977, Casley
“declared war” against Australia but notified authorities of the cessation of
hostilities several days later before any response from the Australian government
was made.
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In 2017, after 45 years on his self-styled throne, Prince Leonard stepped down as
ruler. His youngest son, Graeme, became the new ruler and inherited his dad’s $2.5
million debt to the Australian Tax Office.
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On 3 August 2020, the principality was formally dissolved. The principality’s land
was sold off in 2021 to settle the mounting tax bill.
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Hutt River Province was a spurious attempt by Leonard Casley to evade laws and
responsibilities that he did not agree with. From the moment he declared
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independence, his life was one of ongoing legal battles, mounting debts, and conflict.
Now, his little kingdom of Hutt River Province doesn’t even exist.
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The core problem that saw the creation of Hutt River Province, the core problem for
Leonard Casey, the core problem for you and me, and all humanity has its origin in
Genesis 3. Genesis 3 explains why this world is as it is.
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THE MOCK %,

Genesis 3 starts with a mock hidden as a question: Now the serpent was more crafty
than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman,
“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’? (3:1)
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Satan is speaking through the serpent. We might have lots of questions about that,
but this text is primarily about us and how we got to be the way we are. The fall of
the human race doesn’t start with an action but with an attitude. It begins with a
scoff, a mock, a roll of the eyes, so to speak.
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The key to understanding the mock is the word really. It’s a word that can also be

translated as ‘indeed’, ‘Did God indeed say?’ The serpent does not deny what God

said, but he mocks what God said.
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He isn’t saying God didn’t say it. He is saying it’s a joke — ‘surely God didn’t
actually say that!” It’s a statement, not a question. ‘Come on, Eve, this is year 1, get
with the modern times! Surely you don’t believe that stuff, do you??’
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He is trying to change Adam and Eve’s attitude towards God’s word. The fall of the
human race starts with an attitude of heart
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This happens more often than not in our modern world. We lose God through the
atmosphere more than we do through argument. When the consistent voice of our
culture, across every platform, says that Christianity is not reasonable, relevant for
the modern era, or even dangerous, then that is the atmosphere that we breathe each
day.
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It is subtle. For the most part, it is not a full-frontal attack on the Christian faith. It’s
the jokes, the pithy one-liners. It is overwhelming, though. For every argument
against the Christian faith, there would have to be 99 mocks, scoffs, and sneers.
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None of the 99 mocks are themselves an argument. A mock is a mere assertion
trying to create an atmosphere of doubt and defence. It is not an argument in itself.
They need to argue why they think the Christian faith is not reasonable, relevant, or
good.
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THE LIE % 3%

The lie quickly follows the mock. What follows the attitude of the heart is a lie for
the mind. Take a look at vv2-4: The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit
from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree
that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
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Here comes the lie, v.4... “You will not certainly die...For God knows that when
you eat from it, your eyes will be opened...
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The serpent’s message is if you obey God, he will keep you down. He will ruin your
life. He doesn’t want you to eat of the tree because it will open up a whole new
world for you. Satan is trying to get into Adam and Eve’s mind and heart, and our
mind and heart is that if you obey God, you will miss out.
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If you obey God, you won’t be happy. If you obey God, you will be held back,
unrealised, oppressed, miserable. Satan knows just how to destroy. Notice he doesn’t
go after the existence of God. He doesn’t go after the word, the will or the holiness
of God. What he goes after is the goodness of God and the love, grace and goodwill
of God behind the commands of God.
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He is getting them to doubt God’s goodwill. He is getting them to distrust God. That
lie went in deep. It is a lie that is deep in the heart of every human being. It’s a lie
that causes us to question the goodness of God and the goodness behind every one
of his commands.
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The religious moralist lives a life of legalist restraint in order to earn their salvation
through their upright life and good deeds. They don’t trust the grace and goodness of
God to do it for them.

FHEERBEELITRZORAAOAEE, R EBIE A 04 FF 2172 IF
BEE 4’@{?3 AR B 6 Bl e R E € ANFIMEHF,


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional

The rebel liberalist pursues a life of free abandon because they don’t trust the
goodness and grace of God and that following him is the best life. Totally different
lives but the same deep lie. The lie that God 1s not good, and he is holding out on
you, and he wants to ruin your life.
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The lie has ruined humanity.
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Firstly, there was an attitude of the heart. Then, there was a lie for the mind. This
then leads to the tree and act of the will. Take a look at v.6: When the woman saw
that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye and also
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and he ate it.
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They are in paradise. It is perfect. They can do anything except eat from the tree.
What was the big deal about the tree? What was so bad about eating its fruit? What
if God had given Adam and Eve an explanation?
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What if God had said to them that if they ate from this tree, there would be suffering
and hardship and broken relationships and disease for the rest of human history?
They might have walked away. The reason why God didn’t give them an explanation
1s crucial to why his command is so important.
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If he had given them an explanation and they walked away, then they would have
been walking away because it would not have been worth it for them to ignore the
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command. It is not obedience. It is a cost-benefit analysis. That would be self-
interest that puts the created in the driver’s seat.
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God wanted Adam and Eve to live as if he is God. They were made in his image,
have been given the gift of life, were spoilt with the abundance of Eden, and he
wanted them to live by his power under his authority.
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Their lives and the world that they inhabited were gifts, not possessions, for them to

do as they please. Don’t eat the tree! With that command, they can choose to live

with God as God or themselves as god. The serpent knows this because he suggests

they take the tree, and they will be like God.
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It 1s important to look beyond the rules, like the Ten Commandments and others, and
see there is a key reason for them all. The key is, don’t put yourself in the place of
God. Obey them because we are not God.

TR A EARRTRERD, EHBCMAF —EMERE. Wit &l
B ORAEAIZE, IRECH, BAEKRMTZ LW,

Everything that is wrong with us and this world 1s linked to the root issue of us
putting ourselves in the place of God. It is obvious how the big stuff like murder 1s
us playing god over another.
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But what about other things like anxiety? Some of us are eaten up by worry. Why?
For me, I have an idea of how my relationships should go, how this church should
go, how my health should go, how my plans should go, and there are times I’m not
fully confident that God has it all sorted. I’ve put myself in the place of God.
Mistrust puts me in the place of God.
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What about grudges? If we can’t forgive someone, it’s because we are taking God’s

place again. We think we know what a person deserves and have the right to ensure

they get what they deserve. How can we know the depths of another person’s mind

and heart?
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All of our problems stem from us taking God’s place. That includes us choosing to
obey God’s will on the basis of whether it makes sense to us.
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William W. Borden was the heir of a wealthy Chicago family. In 1904 and 1905, at
the age of sixteen, he travelled around the world, followed by a brilliant education at
Yale and then Princeton Seminary, where he committed his life to seeking to win the
Muslims in China to Christ. In 1913, at the age of 25, he left for Egypt and never
looked back. Before he left, Borden gave away $800,000 - equivalent to
$20,000,000 today. It was the final year of his life. In Cairo, he contracted cerebral
meningitis and died.
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His mother was on her way to Cairo to holiday with him, but instead, she arrived in
time to bury him. It is said that she found in his Bible the words “No Reserve” and a
date suggesting it had been written shortly after he had renounced his fortune in
favour of missions.
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Later, he was said to have written “No Retreat” after his father told him that he
would never hold a position in the family business. Finally, shortly before he died in
Egypt, he 1s supposed to have added the phrase “No Regrets.”
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Why did he not write, ‘What are you doing, God? After everything I’ve done, what
could you possibly be doing?’ It’s because he didn’t obey God for reputation, results,
and impact. He obeyed because God is God, and he wasn’t. Borden disbelieved the
lie you can’t trust God. As a side point, he ended up inspiring thousands of people to
become missionaries in the generations that followed. He never knew that.
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THE SEARCH # &

In the final verses of our section, we see the rest of humanity and human history in
summary. Verses 8 & 9, Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD
God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the
LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man,
“Where are you?”
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There are a couple of things I want to point out here. The first thing is Adam & Eve
went into hiding the moment they rejected God. The consequence of not trusting
God 1s we hide. We hide from our true selves. We can’t stand an honest review of
ourselves. If it weren’t for v8 therapy would not exist.
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Most significantly, though, is we hide from God. In the presence of God, we cannot
hide who we are. We see our true selves. We are hiding from God, others and
ourselves.
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The second thing to notice, and the most remarkable thing, is that while we are
running and hiding, God is searching. He is calling out to us. It is our nature to hide
from God. It’s God’s nature to seek us. God calls out, “Where are you?”
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An all-knowing God knows exactly where they are. He knows what they have done
and where they are. With his calling out to them, we need to see that he 1s engaging
them. He is reconnecting with them. He 1s pursuing them.
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We need to realise that if we ever find God, it 1s because he has come after us. He
found us first. We see this in the Bible from beginning to end.
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We see the ultimate expression of God coming to us to reconnect, go after us,
engaging with us in Jesus Christ. We’ll see this in the coming weeks, but it is Jesus
Christ who stomps on the serpent’s head. He is the one who defeats the serpent.
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Reading back into these verses, see how Jesus turns it around. In the Garden of Eden,
the serpent lured Adam & Eve to ignore the command of God about a tree. Centuries
later, Jesus is in the Garden of Gethsemane, struggling with a command of God
about another tree — the cross.
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Adam & Eve were told not to take of the tree, and Jesus was said to embrace the tree
and get nailed to the tree. Adam & Eve ignored the command in the hope of blessing
but instead got cursed. Jesus Christ obeyed the command, knowing he would receive
our curse of separation from God so that we would get the blessing of being brought
back into a relationship with God.
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Adam & Eve were in a beautiful garden, and God said that if they obeyed him about
the tree, they would live. They didn’t. Jesus is in the darkness of the garden, and his
Father said to him that if you obey me about the tree, you will be crushed. He did.
For you. For me. He embraced the tree of death and turned it into a tree of life for us.
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Jesus reverses the sin of the tree. The sin of us putting ourselves where only God
deserves to be. The tree of salvation is God putting himself where only we deserve
to be. On the cross.
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When Jesus obeyed the Father about the tree, he also crushed the lie. Jesus crushed
the lie that we can’t trust God. The only way to overcome the lie that God is not
trustworthy is to see God the Son coming down into his world to climb the tree of
death and turn it into the tree of life for us.
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This is the only thing that will day by day take the poison of the lie out of our hearts
and minds and attitudes that God is not good, that trusting in him is unreasonable or
irrelevant each day. Jesus on the cross deals with the mock, the lie and the tree.
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