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Hebrews 7R Z 1:1-2:4

John French, 12 Oct 2025 5F 10 A 12 H

It is a fairly depressing topic to think about: “Why do people who profess to be Christian drift
away?” Why does a person, once they glimpse and taste the great goodness of our gracious
God, in His own Son Jesus; why is it in our experience that we see people drift?
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I’ve been taking Jesus seriously for over 35 years. And as I reflect back on that time, I have
seen people drift away. Not just the ones that move on to another church to do other things,
but I’ve seen people who have claimed Christ for their own, let go and wander off. And so, |
want to begin by thinking about what are the things that cause us to drift away?
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I’ve seen people drift off because God gets squeezed out: Because of weekend sport, Because
of study, Because of work — even ministry work — I'm doing God’s work, it’s my calling — I’ve
heard people say, but they end up neglecting their personal walk with Jesus and while having
a godly public appearance their hearts have hardened & their faith is far from flourishing in
their private lives.
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God gets squeezed out because of family, they’re just too busy, life’s hectic so they say /'ve
got no room for the Majestic Son of God, ['ve got no time to fit him in. And once | squeeze
Jesus out it just becomes easy to leave him on the sideline.
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I’ve seen people drift away because they can’t control their tongue: They gossip and slander,
character assassinate and burn all the bridges they have in their relationships with other
people. They drift away lonely and turn their backs on God, blaming others without stopping
to look in the mirror.
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Or I see people drift off because of a relationship with someone that isn’t helpful: A
relationship with a person that doesn’t see Jesus in the way that we see Jesus as He is
presented in the Bible, so people go after the relationship, and leave the Majestic Son of God
behind.
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I’ve seen people drift off because they might have been in the Christian circles for a while
and they look back over their shoulders at what they used to have and they think ‘the grass is
greener’, the things that were left behind become a temptation and the world is so good at
reminding us ‘why don't you get into these other things? Everyone else is doing it ....
Remember “you do you,” whatever makes you happy!’ ‘And why don 't you put the majestic
Son of God on the shelf.’
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Or I see people drift off because of some kind of failure in their life, whatever it is.
Something that causes guilt and shame, and rather than coming to the living God and
confessing that failure they say: ‘Look! I'll deal with it myself and when I put things right, I’ll
be able to come back,” and they drift off, and the purification that God makes for sin in his
Son, they think ‘I’ll do it myself God, I'm all right,” and they drift off.
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The readers who would have first received this letter, were in a number of ways tempted to
drift away from the central truth that Jesus is the centre of all things, he’s God’s majestic Son.
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Hebrews is a letter intended to say, ‘Wake up! You who are tempted to drift off, you who
are tempted to push Jesus to the side.” and we all go through that. It’s the posture of our
hearts. There are things for all of us, that encourage us, urge us, tempt us, to leave Jesus on
the shelf.
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But this word that comes to us through Hebrews says, ‘wake up! Pay attention! Don’t give
up! Remember who Jesus is.’

- He is the last word that God has spoken, and it’s a word of salvation.

- He is the last word that God has spoken and it’s a word of forgiveness.

- He is the last word that brings life and our only hope.
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- Why would you want to drift away from Jesus?
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And so, we come to the letter of Hebrews: A letter whose authorship is uncertain, while God
remains the inspiration.

- A letter whose initial audience was Jewish Christians, scattered and dispersed throughout the
Mediterranean area.

- A letter that deals with the person and work of God’s Son, Jesus, based on Jewish prior
understanding of OT Scripture and the fulfilment of this Scripture in the coming of the Christ.
- A letter to be read and embraced and copied and forwarded to other churches in the region,
so that they too can learn and apply the richness of its content.
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In Chp 1, what we’re seeing is an opening that basically says, ‘Pay attention to Jesus!’ ‘This
is what I want you to know about him, Jesus is superior.’
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And for a group of people who were tempted to slip back into the OT ways, at least embrace

the OT at the expense of the New; Hebrews Chapter 1 says, don’t just get caught up in the old

messengers but come and see this last word, come and see that Jesus is Superior, and so we

are going to be invited this morning, those of us who are tempted to drift, to come and take a

fresh look at Jesus,
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Hebrews 1:1-3 the opening verses:
1) Jesus is the heir of all things,
2) It was through Jesus that the universe was made,
3) Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory (people say, ‘show me God!’ If you want to know
what God is like, look to Jesus).
4) Jesus sustains the universe by his powerful word,
5) Jesus made purification for sins,
6) Jesus has sat down at the right hand of the majesty of God.

AAaRE 1:1-3 F A6 & ap


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional

1. AR ZH R TH,

2. FH AFEF IR,

3. R L BB ay k3 (AR, Ta&BEFLEF! | e BeiE a2 EARN,
A IRER) o

4. FRER VA K AR 0 S 4E 2 B A,

5. 008K T T AR,

6. MK ALEZRERFE WA S,

v.4 tells us that Jesus became as much superior to the angels, as the name he has inherited is
superior to theirs. And the rest of the chapter really wants to give us some proof from the OT
that Jesus 1s greater than the messengers of the OT, and the logic of this part of the passage
goes like this:
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Jesus is Superior, and because Jesus is superior, the message that God brings through his Son
is superior to the message of the old covenant. And so, we are warned, pay more careful
attention to the Son, Jesus, least you drift away.
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I want to bring out a few points from this Hebrews 1, and the first one is this: Jesus is
Superior to the angels. Because he is not just another servant of God, He 1s God’s only son,
He’s not just another prophet, he’s not just another messenger, but he is the one, who is come
from the Father, God’s own Son, and Psalm 2:7 is quoted, For to which of the angels did God
ever say, “You are my Son, today I have become your Father.”? Or again from 2 Samuel 7:14,
“I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”?
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What the writer of Hebrews has done is that he picks up on a whole series of OT quotes and
applies them to Jesus. And he uses the argument that Jesus is superior in the first case,
because he is the Son of God. Not just a servant, not just a worker, not just a prophet; Jesus
is literally, God with us. One God, three persons, Father, Son, Holy Spirit. If we want to know
God, look to Jesus, He is superior because He made all things, including the angels.
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Remember in the life of Jesus at his baptism, as he was baptised by JtB God the Father spoke
from heaven, ‘you are my son, whom [ love, with you I am well pleased,’, and at the Mount as
Jesus was transfigured before the disciples, God spoke again; “This is my Son whom I love,
listen to him.”
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And so, the writer to the Hebrews picks up some great OT passages that speak of the Messiah
and says, that’s Jesus, he’s superior to the angels, because he is God’s chosen one, the
anointed one, the Son, which the NT fleshes out in so much more detail in the Gospels.
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And it is through this Son that God will establish His throne forever in the great promises to
David in 2 Samuel 7, and so there is a challenge for us, don’t get caught up with the
messengers of the OT, at the expense of the majestic Son of God, as the first readers may
have been tempted to do.
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To get caught up with the angels is like being invited inside Buckingham Palace and being
impressed by the Guards and the butlers and all the servants and missing out on the King.
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The second thing that comes out of this section of argument is this: Because Jesus is
Superior to the angels, it is Jesus who is worthy of worship. As God’s own Son, the one
who was foretold to come, he deserves our honour, Look in v6. And again, when God brings
his first born into the world, he says, “Let all God s angels worship him.”
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There is a difference between Jesus and all the other messengers that came before him. All the
other messengers came pointing to the one to come, and in Jesus - he has come. Jesus is
superior to the angels because he is the one worthy of worship — and the things we worship
we make time & sacrifices for
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We get a magnificent picture in Rev.5:11-12 as one example: When John looks in his vision,
“I looked and I heard the voice of many angels, a great multitude that no one could count,
they encircled the throne and living creatures, and the elders and in a loud voice they sang,
“worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and strength and wisdom
and honour and glory and praise.”
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Jesus is worthy of worship; he is greater than the angels. And it is the angels who in joyful
service sing praises to the Lamb, Who is seated at the throne. So, if I’'m tempted to get caught
up in the message of angels at the expense of the great son, Hebrews wants to say, come back,
come back and see Jesus.
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The third thing I want to say from this section is this: That Jesus is Superior because he is
the one who has come to rule forever. It builds on the allusions to the OT passage in Psalm
45, in vv.6-8 but about the Son he says, “your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and
righteousness will be the sceptre of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated
wickedness, therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you
with the oil of joy.”
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Jesus is superior because through him, God will establish his kingdom forever, the majestic
Son will come and rule, he is seated at the right hand of God as we read earlier in v3, and
notice how the writer continues to pick OT passages that are speaking about God and applies
them to Jesus.
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“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever.” It’s at the name of Jesus that every knee
shall bow and every tongue confess Jesus is the Lord of all (Philippians 2). And it says Jesus
who will rule forever was there from the beginning. He’s the one through whom God created
the universe.
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In Hebrews 1:10-12 “In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the
heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you remain, they will all wear out
like a garment. You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you
remain the same and your years will never end.” Later in 13:8 we’re reminded of this again,
that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday today and forever.
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Jesus is superior to the angels, for it is Jesus who will rule forever and the angels are merely
servants of God and so the comparison continues in v.13 where there’s a question that picks
up on Psalm 110:1. Ps. 110:1 7o which of the angels did God ever say, “Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”?
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Jesus is superior to the angels — who are sent to serve those who will inherit salvation. God
will raise up the throne of Jesus forever. And there is a balance here. In talking about angels
they have a role, serving God and serving the people of God. Continually offering up worship
to the Son of God.
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In the OT they communicate God’s message, and minister to believers - the balance that is
struck here, don’t give the angels too much significance. Don’t go chasing after them as if it
is some extra level of being spiritual. Don’t have an over exaggerated and glorified view of
angels placing them above the superior Son.
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Remember they are servants of God, or, if they’re fallen angels, they are demons and servants
of the evil one. How can we know if an angel is from God? Because they won’t do anything
outside of Scripture, they will only point you to Jesus, and they will be doing God’s bidding.
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Angels appeared to Abraham, Lot, Balaam, Daniel, to Zechariah, Mary, the Shepherds, they
comforted Jesus in the wilderness and in the garden, they spoke to the women at the empty
tomb.
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We are reminded they are real and significant: Hebrews 13:2 “... Do not forget to
entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it.”
Entertain, practice hospitality, you could be entertaining angels.
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In 2 Peter 2 we’re reminded to not slander angels, Psalm 91:11 “for God will command his
angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.” Angels watch over us. 1 Peter, angels
long to know what we know.
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Angels are significant, they also have their place, don’t elevate them too highly. Angelolatry
is a real thing — worshipping or giving undue recognition to angels. Angels are servants of
God, Jesus is superior, Jesus didn’t die on the cross for angels, he died on the cross for us. We
can only approach God and his eternal throne through Jesus.
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Colossians 2:18 “Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels
disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what they have seen,
and their un-spiritual mind puffs them up with idle notions.”
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Let angels do what God has called them to do. They are servants of God, but we must
recognise the Son and worship the Son of God; for Jesus will rule forever. He is the majestic
Son, worthy of our worship, he is superior to the angels, he was there from the beginning, and
he will bring his rule forever. And so, we’re reminded, pay attention to Jesus, take
another look at Jesus.

ERAEM LA BRMEMGF PAZEFOEA, [SRFILAZE EHAF LFG
AT BAIRKMRETHE, RRTIRG LT, RARMOBA, RILXEE 25,
WA B, AR ACE GG, PTARMI B RMRE, 8.9 B IR,
EHA—AIK,

This logic is going to take us further, if Jesus is superior to the angels, then that word that
God speaks through him is a superior word, & so it’s a word that we have to pay attention to.
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Have a look in Chp.2:1-4 We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have
heard, so that we do not drift away. We live in an age today where it is so easy to drift from
having the majestic Son at the centre of all our existence and attentions.
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While there has been a growing mistrust with mainstream religious institutions, statistically

atheism is on the decline, and so, we’re in a spiritual age, where people are searching, not

always in the right place, and while people have some spiritual awareness, without Jesus

they’re spiritually dead.
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All around us we see evidence of people pursuing something spiritual even if it isn’t from
God. There are cults, sects, health & wellbeing, and all kinds of religions that could lead us
away from the superior Son, Jesus. Many are founded by people who claim to have had a
vision, or dream, or meeting with an angel — yet there are no eyewitnesses to verify their
experiences or encounters. Siddartha had an enlightened experience under a tree, Mohammed
had a visit from an angel in the desert.
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I was once speaking with some Mormons in the CBD and they invited me to their Temple
near Hyde Park, for Mormonism 101. After some erroneous application of scripture, their
crescendo was Joseph Smith who they said had been confused by so many Christian
denominations and apparently asked God, “Oh Lord what church shall I join?” At which he
was apparently told “all religious denominations were believing in incorrect doctrines,” he
was later apparently visited by the angel Moroni who gave him glasses and golden tablets
from which he derived the Book of Mormon so he could establish the true church.
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He was never able to produce these or verify his encounter. At this point, the Mormons
attempting to convert me, asked, “who do you think sent the angel?”” To which I replied,

“Satan!” They shut up shop and quickly ushered me off site.
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2 Corinthians 11:14-15 we read “... Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not
surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be
what their actions deserve.”
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Mormons, Jehovah’s Witness, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhist, Jews, Atheist, pagans, want to
devalue Christ. They want to take away the fact that Jesus is God, with a whole myriad of lies
that lead people to destruction. We need to flee these false teachings.

BTk, AR AL AR, PP, MR, R, EAPIRE . BEH
#e, AR B BAKA B, PR ERR T FEANRKRMNYEEFT, RALR
R RATE ZbAEE LR EAHT,

And so it’s with those words in mind Heb.2:1, ‘be careful that we do not drift away’; from
what we have heard, pay more careful attention, to the Son from whom God has brought his
final word, his last word about life, hope, and salvation.
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This passage is really trumpeting Jesus’ praises, reminding us to keep Jesus at the
centre of our lives. We live in an age where these words are important to us: Pay more
attention to the son, don’t believe lies least we drift away.
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2:2-4 he picks up the angels again and he says , look, this message that was spoken by the
angels in the OT, it was a message that was spoken by God and look what happened to those
who rejected that message. They received judgement.
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As we look at OT examples, The fall, the wonderings in the wilderness, the split of the
kingdoms in Israel, the exile, they’re all reminders for us that when God spoke His message
through his messengers, those who rejected that message, found destruction and judgement.
And the logic of the passage takes us further, if rejection of the inferior message brought
judgement, how much more foolish, how much more dangerous is it for those who reject the
Son?
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Look at these sobering words from Hebrews 2:3-4 “How shall we escape (this judgement that
1s coming) if we ignore such a great salvation? (that comes through the majestic Son of God)
This salvation, which (only Jesus brings) was first announced by the LORD (which Jesus
announced, repent, believe the kingdom of God is at hand), was confirmed to us by those who
heard him. God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the
Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.”
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The writer’s going to pick this up later in Chp 10. How much more severely do you think a
person deserves to be punished? Who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, who has
treated as a joke the blood Jesus shed to put us right with God, who has insulted the Spirit of
God? And he’ll go on to say that it’s a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
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This last word that God has spoken by his Son, is a powerful word, it’s a word which the Son
himself brought in, it’s a word of salvation and hope. How shall we escape judgement if we
ignore such a great word of salvation which God has given to us?

EHRFEFRLTIIROERMANFEDS, RRARWGEE, VT iRy, ZLHE
Aoy B 09385 . RPTEE W R IEMAY T RAMTE B R E R HE, ERLFER?

Let’s pull all this together.
- If you’re a person who’s tempted to drift:
- If there are things happening in your life which are causing you to distance yourself from
the Superior Son of God who offers you forgiveness in his death, and new life in his
resurrection.
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Come back! Acknowledge the Son afresh. See the power of these words in Heb. 1, re-
acquaint yourself with the Majestic Son and come back. We must pay more careful attention
therefore, to what we have heard so that we do not drift away. Hebrews 2:1. Jesus is returning
& we don’t know when! And if you’ve already begun to drift: Come back to Jesus, come
back.
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