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Pick up your phone. You connected? How many bars?

Or maybe you’re using our WIFI? Connected?

We depend on these unseen connections in our city.

Ever had no connection on your phone? How did that feel?

Disconnection can make us afraid = and sometimes that’s the right response!
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We are more connected and disconnected than ever.
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I was at a training day for Church staff years ago. They asked us to all turn off our phones to
practice experiencing 2 hours of “disconnected time”. The goal was to help us feel the
anxiety of what we fear to miss and to encourage reflection and better self-care. Great idea!
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My phone was off. We were an hour into the session. Then, on the screen behind the trainer
appeared [NICK FREESTONE, PLEASE CALL YOUR SENIOR MINISTER = URGENT].
Everyone laughed. Not me. I grabbed my phone and ran outside. I was afraid.
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Turns out my eldest daughter had broken her arm at preschool! My wife and I BOTH had our
phones off at this exact time! We both had missed calls to be by our daughter’s side in the
ambulance, and we met her at the hospital.
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Getting disconnected is a fearful thought.
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I've recently left Facebook. I had no reason to be there anymore. I decided to tell people I
was connected to there that I would soon disconnect from them and to contact me by my
number. And then, it came time to deactivate my account. I felt afraid > 1 feared disconnection.
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What might I MISS not being connected here? How would I be KNOWN if I wasn’t on
Facebook? It took me weeks to finally do it.
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Disconnecting from people this way made me afraid. One reason for this is a fear of social
isolation.
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According to studies, social isolation is the fastest-growing negative contributor to mental
health issues in our city, such as developing chronic anxiety, depression and many others.
Covid 19 contributed to this rise, but social isolation was a phenomenon noticed well before
2020, and since then, it’s getting worse.
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Social media is a tool that can be used well to connect people who cannot stay connected any
other way. But when online relationships replace real-world ones, social isolation increases,
impacting mental health in a measurably negative and significant way.
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In Chatswood, we have added complexity when trying to build relationships. In our city, the
high percentage of us living in secure high-rise apartments and our multi-ethnic, multilingual
nature as a community restrict natural opportunities for our relationships to develop. Suburbs
like ours have much higher rates of social isolation. 1 in 7 people in our city are socially
isolated physically or feel so, even gathered with people, in a way that is directly creating
mental health problems in their lives right now.
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Chatswood is poor. We don’t lack food or water, but life-giving relationships that we humans
were created for. Our connections and closeness, online and packed into our skyline, hide a
disconnectedness that needs a solution.
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The studies suggest joining sports or interest groups and clubs, in person or even online. Or
get a pet to care for. But these alone cannot curb the rise of disconnectedness across our city.
Disconnected people like us lack tangible relationships of love, leaving them fearful that they
may never find them or lose even what they do have.
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All people in Chatswood need an unbreakable connection in a life-giving relationship of love.
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The disciples were about to be disconnected from Jesus
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In today’s part of the Bible that Merle just read, Jesus is speaking to His disciples. At that

moment, they were very afraid. They feared disconnection from Jesus, who loved them and

who they loved.

HMRAAE L, SRGEF, IR EAEHGIIERE. R—2, HMIEF T,
T E s, FA], A g a9 BRER 69 a5 A BT A

Jesus has been telling His disciples that this is the very hour that He will disconnect from
them. One of the group will betray Him, and another will disown Him. “Sorrow has filled
(their) heart’(ESV), says verse 6, at the thought of losing connection to Jesus and with Him,
their security and safety.
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Scan back to just before our passage today from 15:18-25, and you’ll see that Jesus was the
magnet for hate and violence against His message, but when He is gone, the heat will shift to
pull toward His disciples. They don’t just fear losing their best friend, but fear the hatred of
the world turning against them!
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Flick back even further to 13:34-35. How will these men now be known to be Jesus’ disciples?
No longer through their proximity to Jesus, as His followers, but by their love for each other.
The disciples didn’t hear this as a positive shift in their identity. Who are we if Jesus is gone?
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One way to understand Jesus’ whole speech on this last night together is Jesus giving His
disciples a whole new identity, which they need when He disconnects from them. He
understands their fears: losing His love, losing His protection, and losing their identity as
His disciples.
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Imagine a little child wakes up and sees a parent walking out the door to go to work. They cry
out: “Where are you going?”. But what that child is really yelling is: “Why are you leaving
me?”. They don’t care where the parent is going, but they fear disconnection with their loved
one.
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Knowing their fear, Jesus promises that He will give them something to keep them and all
people connected to Him when He is gone, that is as good as being there face to face with
Him, loved, secure and His.
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That connection is the Holy Spirit, called in this passage and others, THE SPIRIT OF
TRUTH. Jesus promises the connection with Him of the Spirit of Truth that will come to
them and to all who follow Him if He goes away from their meal and to the cross. The Spirit
of Truth is how isolated Humanity connects to their Saviour through the Word.
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What will the Holy Spirit do?
EENIAERMLE?

There are three things the Spirit of Truth will do when He comes:
AZE R FIRE L= F

- Convict the world
- Witness all the truth about Jesus, and

- Glorify Jesus
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These three actions of the Holy Spirit are Jesus’ actions to stay connected with us, as He did
to His disciples, in an unseen, unbreaking connection, giving us what all people really need: a
life-giving relationship of love with God.
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Jesus is going to send the Holy Spirit, as He has also promised in previous chapters, like in
chapter 14, an ongoing presence with us. Look at verse 8: “When he comes, he will prove the
world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment.” How does the Holy
Spirit act as our Helper or Advocate (as Jesus calls Him in verse 7) but also as our prosecutor?
And how will He prove the world wrong about sin, righteousness and judgment?
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Imagine someone swimming at the beach. It’s sunny and warm and calm. The person swims
far out where it looks safe. But the lifeguard blows a whistle and calls out with a megaphone:
NOT SAFE! The swimmer hears and tries to swim back, but there’s an outgoing current
against them. They thrash against it but are too weak to fight it. They become afraid, panic,
accept their fate, and...
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The Holy Spirit is a helper and a Prosecutor, warning sinful people of their error, like a
lifeguard alerting that swimmer.
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People in our city don’t know they’re drowning. The abundant life they need won’t be found
in the mall or on their screen, even if they find deep relationships with people. They need a
relationship with the God who created them. The whole reason Jesus came to Earth was to
offer this connection to all people. And to offer it when none of them even knew they needed
it!
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Jesus calls out to the swimmer through the Holy Spirit with a message of warning. And soon,
we’ll see how that message goes out through that Spirit in our second point.
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The Spirit needs to warn us in the first place because all people get their response to sin,
unrighteousness and judgment completely wrong. Every time.

EEAATREERM, BAMAAN, HK, HE. RRAFEANGRBARA T EHK
o

Tim Keller recalls how cheesy Bible cartoons his kids watched got the Bible “backwards”.
They described the Bible as ‘man’s attempt to find and connect with God’, which might sound
like a reasonable summary. But Tim says that the Bible is more like ‘man’s constant running
from God, away from His love and authority. The Bible is, instead, God's constant pursuit of
people to show them His love.’ Do you hear the difference?
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A follower of Jesus is NOT like a swimmer who can beat the current, but like one who feels
its power over them and calls out to the lifeguard for help. How many ‘Christians’, how many
of us, heed the warning of their sin against God, our need to be righteous before Him, the
coming judgement for sin that leads to death and hell, and try hard to avoid it by strength of
mind and will! But Jesus says we can’t “bear this truth” (16:12) on our own!
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The warning call of the Holy Spirit calls out our inability to swim against the undertow of sin,
trusting in our own good behaviour or power to change and prove ourselves worthy of life
beyond judgement day. Instead, the Holy Spirit reveals how Jesus meets our needs for purity,
righteousness, and to be pleasing before God, even before we ask Him to warn us and save us,
even before we know we are lost to the sea.

TENELEREAMEFTHREORR, TRREACHRFFARKG R, T
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You might have experienced, or right now be experiencing, the wrestle of discovering your
sinfulness, your unrighteousness, your fear of judgement, and your disconnection from God.
That is a sign for you that the Holy Spirit is at work in your life through conviction, even if
you don’t know Jesus or follow Him yet. The Spirit acts before we know we need Him or
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receive Him, as it convicts the world(v.8) and all people of their desperate need to connect

with God.

RITRE 4R 8, RELAEALE, HRGROREE, ROKRE, REFHGANE,

VABARSE b e 69 i 4E BT B 6935 4L, S HMRARA—EAivs, AAEFTEAR/EAL R

A4 TAE, BARARE R IRA RIRM AL, A ol KA Bl R AL AT,
FEHRATENT, RAHCHBEHAN6:)ME A A AT E S L b 4k,

You don’t receive the Holy Spirit and a connection with God of live-giving love by sorting
your life out, making better choices, and measuring up to God in a way that pleases Him
enough. Jesus shows us that when the Holy Spirit comes into our lives, it will warn us of our
need for connection with God and guide us into all the truth, where we will find ourselves
lifted safely from the water, having done nothing to save ourselves!
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The Holy Spirit will guide us to safety and identity and connect us to God through truth.
Jesus calls the Holy Spirit here: The Spirit of Truth. Through all the truth witnessed by those
who had a face-to-face connection with Jesus, The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, will
connect us directly to Jesus, as if we’re face to face.
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From verse 13: “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth.
There are three things to highlight here about how the Spirit of Truth connects us to Jesus,
and it does it through truth by revealing all the truth and who the truth is all about.
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Truth is a thing. Babies yearn to eat because food exists. Ducklings yearn to swim because
there is water. So many true things exist that fulfil our created yearnings. A yearning for truth
pulls on everyone.
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Truth from God, our Creator, would meet our yearning for truth in a better way than truth
from within, from ourselves, or the world. That is the kind of truth the Spirit of Truth will
guide Jesus’ followers to discover.

fh b, RMGAEHEG AR ANAE, RMA T REF0EIZE T IFHH LK
I3t AEEL, EHRAILWENF| LI LI AR,

7


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional

What kind of truth is this? The Spirit of truth will reveal “all the truth”. Let me point out
something crucial about this statement: all the truth.
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Many English translations, like the New Living Translation (NLT), miss one word (see if you
can spot it): “The Spirit will come and guide you into all truth.” The word that’s missing is
‘THE’. The Greek literally says all ‘THE’ truth, not all truth. Let me highlight how it’s
dangerous to miss one word:
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The Spirit of Truth DOES NOT guide us into all truth about everything. There’s a collection
of truth that is all THE truth we need to be connected to Jesus as His followers. This means
that through studying the world and people, we can find out true things. But this passage is
talking about a specific collection of truth that makes a connection with God.
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Also, the Spirit of Truth DOES NOT guide us into all truth in an ongoing, evolving sense,
where addition or subtraction from the truth is expected or acceptable.
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To add to the truth would be Jesus saying that ‘2000 years from now someone will get
special information from me, some new truth, that will change the meaning of my Words in
the Bible’. Anyone who adds to the Bible is trying to gain power for themselves rather than
yielding to “all the truth”. This is not THE truth the Spirit reveals, but their truth.
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A, SHARRAEZEPRNENGR | EMHEEETRMGARLZRE LT
WATHES), MAAEIRA [ — A |, SAREEINMTHEE, mALIEE,

The more invasive movement in our city and its Churches is a subtraction from all the truth.

Many truths from God are unacceptable and unthinkable to modern people; the Bible’s

teaching on gender or sexuality, for example. One hundred years ago, modern thought in

Chatswood believed that certain races of people were less evolved than others. That is

unthinkable now. Who is to say that in another 100 years, people won't be laughing at our

modern view on something held as true in our city? As your modern mind sees fit to reject the

Bible, you are rejecting its All-The-Truth nature!
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All THE truth refers to a body of truth that Jesus will give to His followers that will detail all
that humanity needs to connect with Him. What is this all the truth?
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It’s all the truth about Jesus. The ‘all the truth’ that the Spirit would provide to the apostles
was not ‘new’. The Spirit of Truth already illuminated all Jesus had said and done. A/l the
truth, the teachings and the writings of the apostles (the disciples, plus Paul, who Jesus made
a special point of meeting with) are passed on to all people.
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When all the apostles had died, the Church gathered up their teachings, writings, and even
some by others who wrote about the apostles’ teachings and gathered them into a book, now
called The New Testament! The Bible is the all the truth Jesus means!
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There is truth. There 1s a collection of it that is all the truth we need to connect with God, and
it’s all about Jesus! Look at the verse where we started today: (15:26) “the Spirit of truth ...
he will testify about me. And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the
beginning.”
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When the disciples received the Holy Spirit, their memories were set on fire by the Spirit of
Truth, in the same way that we discover the Spirit’s power in scripture as they wrote it down.
All the truth in the Bible reveals Jesus. He is our connection with God, in a life-giving
relationship of love with Jesus.
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When the Spirit of Truth comes, He will Glorify Jesus; He will help us see the glory of Jesus.
wAENERGIFIR, e RBIK, g FHHANTE LIBHITRAE,
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Ever fallen in love with someone? We fall in love when we ‘see the glory’ of that person. The
word glory means ‘weight’. It is more than the quality or beauty of someone. It’s their
importance and significance.
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The Spirit of Truth reveals Jesus’ weight, His importance, significance, and beauty to us. The
Spirit does this so we would fall in love with Jesus in a deeper way than anyone or anything
in the world. Have you come to love Jesus?
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Leading us into loving Jesus is what the Spirit of Truth does. The disciples loved Jesus. His
love toward them felt unbreakable, and they loved Him back. With Jesus leaving, the Spirit of
Truth will do what Jesus’ presence and glory did in person, help you love Jesus.
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Connect with Jesus

AR 42

Look with me at 16:1: “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away.” Jesus is
promising that the Spirit of Truth will have to power to keep us connected to Him!
HRA—AE 6F | 2 [ ABEIRTELE, €BRIITEASE. | IR
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A better reading of Fall Away would be an abrupt, shocking disconnection, not a slow slide
away from faith. Jesus has already said Judas would betray Him, and Judas is already gone.
He predicted Peter would deny Him three times tonight! So consider this one final Fall Away
that includes all the disciples (v.32): “A time is coming and in fact has come when you will
be scattered, each to your own home. You will leave me all alone.” Jesus ‘leaving’ His
disciples will begin later that night when they leave Him!
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Everything the disciples fear, disconnection from Jesus, no longer safe with Him and their
identity as His followers broken, starts with their choice to leave Jesus all alone to face the
mob, trial, and slaughter of tomorrow.
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What love Jesus has, knowing that His ‘leaving’ starts with their unbelief in Him! He
willingly promises a life-giving relationship of love that they have freely with Him, that will
last forever through the Spirit of Truth, on the night they all will break their connection with
Him!

BREA % REE, B AL EMN [N | AT HA G R E F 4G S o B,
FEACAVAR A SEAL BT 4812 42 09 AR R b, B3t Msia A e Z s — MK T AP F
MR, AR A E B AW EAREHE T L0

Jesus ‘leaving’ to submit to execution on the cross with all sin and unrighteousness on his

shoulders, dying and facing our judgement, is His pursuing of us who don’t WANT a

connection with Him. All so He can offer us His life that is uncondemned, pure and pleasing

to God; rising to life, restoring the connection that we broke with Himself, who didn’t want or

know we needed Him, restoring all who would believe in Him to an eternal life-giving

relationship of love with Him! The fact that Jesus rose from the dead and restored His

relationship with the disciples, face to face, even with Peter, shows He will pursue us even if
we fall away.

ek TéeH | A TFRELETRR, BRAHANRERIAL, TRLEGHXMGEH,
B AL KRN E R RBEAMRE A, B —WEA R T RAMALF 5 R AR A 4 5
R BB Ae; BE, RARTIETE T Aty sd & E R R RN Foill K

1% BAHEGA, &ﬁﬁ%‘f’%é’?/\ AR AR EY . BT A a9 % 69 M AR | BRAR IR ez

BE, TEHmIRAT I AL ZREOMA, S—FT LN, PEAMHKL, b
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JESUS is the relationship you need to break out of the social isolation you feel in our city. It’s
the connection you need that resolves your social need through spiritual means

S k2 ARABLAT B AR £ BTRTT P BL B R AL B IR 2 E B MR, R KBTS X
RIS OAL T RN E B 0924

No matter where you are on the journey of receiving this Spirit’s work in your life, whether
it’s convicting you of your need, with sin, unrighteousness and judgement, breaking your
expectation that you could sort out connecting to God on your own, or as The Spirit witnesses
to Jesus Words, works, and love toward you in scripture, building up your love for Him in
ever-increasing, unbreakable measure, EVEN WHEN YOU BREAK IT, which our sinful
nature persistently does, HE WILL NOT BREAK OFF CONNECTION WITH YOU if you
have received the Spirit of Truth through believing in the Jesus found in the all the truth of the
Bible
V'E%ﬁ/‘«f% TEEFEAEMRES T TAENRAETHEER, SR 2AR. AR, 5
é%] ERERE £, It frH AR iTEE a0 lE, EXEAREE
‘%ﬁﬁ%w¢%£m\lﬁ%fﬁﬁx,MTMW&% %XT&%ﬁﬂﬁi%
i, e RREBMEREH AR P OIMRES T AEOE, BEAME
FAE TP 001 RATBRAS), AT A BT SR i 8

When the Bible is open to you, ask and trust the Spirit of Truth, not yourself, to keep and
enjoy your connection with God, a life-giving relationship of love that can start now (and I
pray it will for one of you today) and remain in your life. In Him, you are never isolated,
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always in love, and eternally connected to a God who pursues you through your grief and
your joy.

RGP, TKEFEFAEZNE, AAZRAT, RERFEFTIREAGE
&, —HRTPAEGHTOMA, REXLTARBEG ARG LEGF (EAELS KR
‘:Fé/J —AAGTEARM) . EMAZE, FRKERGHINL, KFEFTP, BREAL A
fRey 5 R An b 4 o 38 KARR) Lt b e — A2,

Jesus knows you need connection, Chatswood. He is where you find what you need.

ARk i RS ik st 2EE, MARKIRE 2O RBHGRT,

You can’t find Him your own way, only through the Spirit of Truth.
friekxm e ey X&REMe, RtE@ AR E,

Open your Bible, explore faith in Jesus, and the Spirit of Truth will connect you to Him.

ATRARG LR, IR HIRKOEM, AEOE AT IR EAR R,
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