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Each year, at Easter time, there is an opinion piece in a newspaper trying to explain, or explain
away, why we are having a long weekend called Easter.
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I was very surprised to read this a couple of years ago from The Australian newspaper:
AT, B (RNAR) REZERHLF, BEHFFTEKT:

Easter provides hope because it shows us that death does not have the final victory. But this works
for a person, helps them, only if they understand something of the whole supernatural quality of
human life. Modern Christians make a tremendous mistake in underplaying the essential
supernatural claims of Jesus and the Christian tradition.
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It is understandable that modern Christians ... tend to emphasise Christianity’s good works, its
hospitals, schools and shelters for the homeless. But, in truth, Christianity stripped of its
supernatural claims is not just an attractive ethical system...It is literally nothing at all.
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Without its supernatural claims, it is, at best, delusional and really a system of lies. Nothing of
lasting good can come from a system of lies. As St Paul says in Ephesians: ‘If Christ is not risen,
our preaching is useless, your faith is useless ... we are of all people the most to be pitied.”

W RRXHAZ AR EIR, CAABRE ALY, AT LL—TREZEF. #5217
TR FRIFAMIIFIE . Edr EREE (XPBIF) PIH: [ REEFXFTRE, KT
AT EAER, WHIIIE I ERIER s AN EFREERESETIEE, TG IIAL
THET o /

Christianity is a power for good because it is true. If it s not true, it s not a power for anything.
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The resurrection of Jesus from death raises two big questions about Christianity: the TRUTH
question and the MEANING question. The truth question: Did it really happen? The meaning
question: who cares if it happened?
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People reject Christianity and Jesus Christ on both accounts. Both questions - the TRUTH
QUESTION and the SO WHAT QUESTION - are important to address at the same time.
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In the next little while, we are going to tackle three main things briefly:

BET RO —BFHN, P H 2R =18 T 24

.Is it true,

. Does it matter, and.

. Experiencing life in the King.
CERANE?

EERH?
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IS IT TRUE & Z £ 49757

The great CS Lewis once wrote that in a world that was making rapid advancements in scientific
knowledge, there is a danger of chronological snobbery.

BRGB DI E @ HE, A IR IR S B RAL, BEF [ BRI HIEHA
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Chronological snobbery is the assumption that the people around when Jesus rose from the dead
were just gullible peasants.
H B ] IR R 69 3 A IR R AR R IR AR AT IR E I B B AR AR B X B B Ko

That's not the picture we get in John 20. Look at the first two verses with me:
BEARKME (H3piad) %20 FA2GETR. FAFH 125,

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and
saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter
and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, (notice what she says here) “They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don t know where they have put him!” (John 20:1-2).
CHEFE—BFF, KEBGHER, BALYHAZRIEE, FERAEFCKEXIFH
T, 2 AHBRAG]]. BEATFRIEGIEIIEE, HAITH: CEEREAZTRG)
[FARKEEIEZHBRET, BIIT Ao LR, | (K3hiad 20:1-2),

Jesus had mentioned several times that he would come back to life after he was executed, but Mary
wasn’t expecting that when she went to the tomb. Her first assumption was that the body had been
moved. It's the same in v.13.

IR E 5 R REMEAE RZEE, (2 HAEaTEREAN, LA AEE %, a5 —
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The assumption was that the Jewish leaders had taken his body.
W 6918 3R A JE K A AhIe b by o fE A A T o
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Even Peter and John, two of Jesus’ key followers, didn’t automatically jump to the conclusion that
Jesus had been resurrected. Notice v.8-9:

B ARER G B £ B3R E 2, 344, LA AT HIKRCBEFWNEHR, 255
8-9 # -

Finally, the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and
believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)

RBEAXE| BB RAE L, ARG T 9 RITETY ) ELE PRI LA
PR E &R

These early followers of Jesus were not gullible people fooled by any conspiracy theory. The fact
remains that what they were confronted with on that morning was a bodiless tomb.

i ARAR ) T AL EH ERRE D L ETEHRBEFOA. FRMAR, AARF LALPIAT
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One of the great historical pieces of evidence of the resurrection is that the tomb where JESUS
was buried was empty on the third day.
BENERBERFRL—2, BENRGFEESL = REEH,

The enemies of Jesus could not produce the body. If they could have, they would have ended this
new Christianity movement overnight.

ARER IR A Sk IR B 1S, o BAPITT LAG93E, MWl —RZ M REHHW
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What are the possible explanations for an empty tomb?
HATIEE A PR T AR 69 AR ?

Some suggest he never really died. He revived in the cool of the tomb and moved the stone on his
own.

AANBBEARAAEERT . eABEGRIPRBEER, LATHBMT LH,

But it doesn’t come to grips with the horrible realities of crucifixion, the rigorous steps that Pilate
and the leaders took to make sure he was dead, and the steps that were also taken to make sure no
one got in - or out - of the tomb.

1833 B8 A FRBSTTFROTHILE, His S FoBih BHMERM TR T MR FAE 5
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Others have suggested that the disciples stole the body. If they did, then they gave themselves up
to death for the sake of an APRIL FOOLS JOKE.

HAARMB PV AT fde o RAPIEARKT, RERMARLT BAHGILE M A
BER,

What we know is that they were utterly dejected and terrified after the death of Jesus. They were
hiding in a secluded room and were unwilling to believe the first reports of Jesus’ appearance three
days after he was executed.

KAV it 692, ARRAIA, HFIRBIEF A& AAR, MRE— B 5 HE, T
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Yet, within a few weeks, these same men were overflowing with joy and courage as they suffered
for Jesus.

R, BBZN, SEALLINKTERFALHT ELFF Ko

This little band of ordinary believers changed the course of human history. They and those who
came to believe through them loved and served their enemies across the Roman empire in such a
way that, within three centuries, the world was changed.

BB ARE T ABBEL G, TR EE NI REOA, AEEES
B &R, BAEBIRFRFIGBA, AEAEZMELZN, HREET RE,

What happened to them? Their own explanation was that they had seen the Lord Jesus alive.

WAFVERET? o THER, RMALTHEET EF8 AR,

There is far more historical evidence than just that, much more that could be said, but doubting the
resurrection of Jesus is common. It is a worldview changer. A step too far for many, despite the
evidence.

RS ER R, TUARGEARS, 12RLIRGEFRIRT L. A H¥TE
HGE, BEAEN, EHFLIARR, E—FELKBT,

If that is you, that's okay. After all, the first person to doubt the resurrection was one of Jesus’
closest supporters.

o RARRAR, AW AR. EL, FBAREBFOARINKRAEOIHEZ —

Thomas is the most famous of doubters. We even have a saying in our culture for a sceptic. We
call them a ‘doubting Thomas’.

% BHRARELGREEE, ARMOIP £ EA B AREEHRE VR E. RMEEM L
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For those of us struggling to understand or accept the resurrection, we must wonder if Thomas can
help us.

A RN E RAFIL IR R TR E AR, KM Bheid 2 FHEE T &M

Thomas was absent when Jesus first appeared to his followers after he rose from the dead. Look
at v.25,

HIRRIE AR E LT — R RIS H BN, S B REY, FAF 258,

So, the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord! 'But he said to them, Unless I see the
nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side,
I will not believe it.’

HEGGIIRAIITE: [ZNTCEFRLET . | ZHAHMNIR: [FRFLERF LI
ST, F&BGIEFIRAARSTIR, FHEYFRAME %5, LB |

I will believe if God shows himself to me. His response to the news is absolute. He makes his
demands in absolute terms: Unless I see...and place my hands...I will not believe.

R EF @ KRB, KATHE, EESEE LOREABHG, AR H T XY 8
T RR: BRFLEFL.. I FHRA...KE TS,
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Thomas demands exhaustive proof rather than sufficient evidence. He rejects the witness of ten or
more of his trusted friends. He dictates absolute terms to God about believing.

ZHERRBEZNFEN, AARALWEE., RIBET TERE ZHEEGM AL
Fo HATHLT T Bl E 8948 HA% K

We don’t know why Thomas was so sceptical. There could be many reasons.

B8 S B At R iR st REATRARS.

Maybe Thomas 'issue was an intellectual one — dead things don’t come alive again.
LFF % B R — B4Rk LA P T 8 R I g/ FiE R,

Or it might be more personal. Imagine that someone very close to you is dying. You've finally
accepted that all hope of a recovery is lost, and your loved one is going to die.
RAECTRZMBAK, BBE—T, —EARRFEFTRLEGARZRT . BEAZELT A K
A BARBRT , EHTRWARIA R LT

Then suddenly, someone says there is a possible cure in a clinic on the other side of the world.
RBERIK, AARYER TG —#m0— KL T HEAERRA TERG T &,

There was a time when you had hope of a recovery and did everything you could. However, your
hopes are dashed when you realise they are going to die.

WaEA — B, RAREMA AR, EBEL). KRh, TIRERIEIIIPAN L L,
Ra A BRI T o

With the news of a possible cure, most people don’t go ‘GREAT! 'Most cannot bear to get their
hopes up again only to have them dashed. It is difficult to regain hope when all is lost.

BRI TRIGBH LR, KEBRAIMTERE [ KBT! | KEBRAEEZDZTHRBRAH
PR ET . AR LR, RBELAZ,

Maybe this is what is happening with Thomas. He loved Jesus just like all the other disciples. He
would have been just as devastated as the others by Jesus ‘execution.

BHEHARSHY EEAEEGFR. RRTH LI —E Ik, BRI A—
tr, BEIRERGY R R TR B E B R RKE

Now they come along and say, ‘Hey Thomas, good news, he’s alive!’
AANMABRR: [B2H, FHE, REEF! ]

Maybe he was simply saying, ‘Don’t you dare get my hopes up here! 'Maybe he was afraid to
hope. In the same way that many are afraid to hope.

EHR AR, [T IERGHF L2 HARAL! | CHFRERILIFL., HIRF L THE
ﬁ?ﬁ%/\"*ﬁo

It might be a narrow, SECULAR, MATERIALISTIC WESTERN worldview that says it can’t
happen. It might be a personality that says I need more evidence. It might also be a heart that is
afraid to be drawn into something so good only to be disappointed.
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In the end, Thomas was able to overcome his scepticism and believe with joy. Look at v.26:
R¥&, ZHFIRTIRE, FREREZT. FHAH 26 fi:

A week later, his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ Then he
said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my
side. Stop doubting and believe. Then Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

BTNE, [IRXELEE, ZRHOFMENE—L, [IHRHT, FHRR, BEFF, &:
[BEATFR! | 27 RERH S G [t FMEEER, FAKGF; EMhEF
1PBR, WAL G T, TRHEXK, HEFE] | 28 ZHEE, Hfbsp: K9 2] Kby L
#!

This is a remarkable statement. For a Jewish man to call another human being not just Lord but
God is incomprehensible.

BA—EERGFEH, H—EERXARR, RMEMTF BAALL, EfMtesEw, ER
S NFEVATLRREY

There is no higher confession of faith in Jesus Christ in all the Bible. The biggest doubter to the
greatest trust and joy.

ERRTEY, AARRHBHATOENECETREREHH. RAWRELL TR
K 8915 Ao 1

DOES IT MATTER £ € £7%?

This naturally leads to the WHO CARES question.
BARIET [HAFH] GRA,

Thomas’ declaration is broadly the meaning of the resurrection; he said, ‘My Lord and my God!”

5 HTEEREARBENER. R | KFET Kb L#] ]

His first words were not about the FACTS of the resurrection, but what the resurrection meant... My
Lord and my God.

Wby % — )RR MARENER, AR TN ERRNE.. A2 Kb L3

The whole issue Thomas had was that [ wanted to see Jesus for myself, and I wouldn t believe it
unless I touched the wounds.

% B ey AR AR R, A AHIRA FIEHE, [FIEAREFE 0, FA KT & 4017,

Jesus shows up and Thomas doesn’t even touch him. The wounds on Jesus were so much more
than evidence of the resurrection. They were evidence of something much more powerful. What
he is saying is that everything that Jesus said about himself is true.

R RT, ZHEZR A, IRRG LG R ARBENER, CMAZRKGR
B E . PTRAI A, TBAITH AT B 7N B C 85— 2075 A 4T
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He is God...he is the King of the universe! He is my Lord...he is my King...he is my boss...he is
my ruler...he is my God.

T TR FHZLE! MK E.. . MEEKITE.. KGN ... & KB 8F ... 1
K AL

The resurrection means that what Jesus promised has been delivered.
P TR E IR P R AR ETAT o

The wounds of the cross on Jesus, the things that Thomas thought had ruined his life, had, in fact,
saved his life.

TFREINK Y EHRGG D, ZHAARTH-ENFR, THRILITRKTHGES,

The resurrection means everything Jesus said about himself is right and true.
REERE IR PT A M 74k B T — AR 2 B A LK 69,

Jesus 1s THE way for humanity to be reunited with their creator.
IR RABSEAEZE THRRGA [ .

The resurrection means human guilt and shame have been dealt with finally and fully through
Jesus, satisfying God’s justice on the cross for us.

BE TR E ARG Ao £ 008 IRAR A8 A7 B RAFRUR B R R, AR T F R L A &AM
MAT Lk

Death has not only been confronted but conquered. It means that new and true life can be
experienced before death and eternal life after death. It means that a new heaven and a new earth,
where those who trust in Christ will live forever as he lives forever, is coming.

AT IMEM T, W EMIER, & &HREF LA T ARG, AT a9LEa, AT UMR
Bl kA, BEARFEHN R BAFBR, REFEBFHOAMKEETE, HIEHKEETE—

o

This is what Jesus offers everyone who trusts in him.
E A I A A — ARG AT,

Several chapters earlier in John’s account of the good news of Jesus, we have Jesus declaring the
life-changing news of the resurrection:

LHMTAIRRGBETOMETY, RAFRIRKSE T RS Lo F0RE L

I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die;
and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?

Bish#, LPlbs. FHEHGABRET, CLRE; NEFEHHGALKETRZ,
HITEZER?

Something incredibly unique and life life-changing and worldview-shaping, has happened with the
resurrection of Jesus.

MF IR RO ILE, BAET —EmaHfiy., AE LR F,
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There is really no halfway house with Christianity. Either Jesus is God, and we are mortal beings
filled with eternal destiny, moral choice, divine status, irreducible human dignity and irreducible
moral responsibility, and loved as though an only child by God, or it’s all lies, and 1d rather be at
the beach. No halfway house works.
REHBET X P EZ K, BEIHER, a2 EFR AT L Vs Aol T KNG 6991,
5@%# FEERAZ . TS BIA L Ao T T 898 (2 H A, ERFLEF—AER L
wHE, FREHEHRE, KELHFEZHE R PEZ KL T,

DISCOVERING LIFE IN THE KING .5 A T2 4 4

How, then, do we discover life in King Jesus?

A, HZAVZAe AR ZIRKARIRE L GR?

Firstly, it's important to listen to the eyewitness accounts.

B, BREFEOBART R,

We are told that Thomas wasn’t there when Jesus first appeared to the disciples. One week later
Jesus shows up again with Thomas present.

HNfVFF, FIKRE -k PIRBERAY, 25 RAEY., —2ZME, BR&FRER, $5
/{ijﬁo

During the week in between, we are told in v.25 that the other disciples kept telling him that they
had seen the Lord.

%25 A A, AiEPMe—iBE, R RE ST, S ERT .

We are all like Thomas. We have access to the same people who saw Jesus raised from the dead.

BTN Z B —hk o ARATTT VAL AE ) AR 2L FLAR B B BRAR P SLAZ AR 69 A

Their eyewitness accounts are written down in the New Testament.

oA 69 B BT ARAGLER R AT B P,

There is an enormous amount of scholarship that supports the gospel’s accounts as having the
marks of oral history and eyewitness testimony rather than myths or fables.

AREQFHARL LR TOTRARLR O JEL A B FHEFORIT, WAL HERE

o

e

John - who wrote this biography - was one of the eyewitnesses. This is what he says about how we
come to see and believe, v30:

EHEAMERONHA BEEZ —, F 30 8 A H KNI ATF 2| A0 13 09 iFF

Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded

in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,

and that by believing you may have life in his name.

BHEERSIRBGETFINTTHZ85%, XBCHREEE L, 3] BZHELFRLRENN]
STHARE, £LFHET, LLRKIVER, FFEE-KGEFLSD,
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He says that what is written in this biography of Jesus’ life, ministry, death, and resurrection by an
eyewitness is all you need to have a certain hope.

g, BAwBFEFAFGOIRKGEF, FL, KAFLFGRT, REIRARAHERY
A2

All I'm suggesting is to operate with the news of the resurrection of Jesus in the same way you
operate in the rest of life.

RITEFOR, BRHAGPHRAIMES, 15, R HFIRKRE TN L,

I mean, how many of the things that you believe happened in history did you see?
ROGBER, A EIEL LFELBGFIF, FF 5 EMGBIRIAAT?

We believe eyewitness testimony that historically reliable authors have written down. Do the same
with Jesus.

AMVAAE X _EFTSE 0918 AT 5 T 69 B 3859 SRR L R B AR K

We don'’t need to know anything more than what is written in John’s gospel to see and believe.

KMIARE Zsoil bt (HWAa5) FATRRGNEZIIN G EA 2T, HTHE LR

The Christian faith is no mere philosophy, even though it is a philosophically viable worldview.
ABHOETERY S, BECA—AEYSE ETITa# 8.

It is not merely subjective, even though there are emotionally satisfying experiences for followers
of Jesus.
RMER THBLG, PRGBS AFRA LR SANRETHERE.

The Christian faith is not merely sentimentally uplifting, like a piece of art, even though there is
much beauty to behold.

BAH S R — R — A LA IR, BEAH S £ R —F.

The Christian faith is nothing if Jesus Christ did not actually rise bodily from the dead.
e RAVSK B A F AA RuREE, NEEABFHOERELER.

The truth of his resurrection is not based on experimental methods of natural science, verifiable by
test tubes or empirical data.

WHENAA, TRENQRRFOT R &, TARRE RERBIRIRE

Nor is it based only on the arguments of logic. It is based on history upon eyewitness accounts.
CAATMEA AR IERT . CAENE S e B EH R,

Give one a read... Read it as an eyewitness account and think.

3 - eeAE A B R E A RE R M IS F

The second thing to do to move from doubt to receiving a certain hope is to drop your conditions.

BRI GETAETH L, BHROE B R ERAELE
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Every one of us moves towards Jesus with a set of conditions. No one just goes to him because he
is great or for his sake.

KM HEBARFZ— R OEGFEADIRK, AAATREZRANEERRA T mEIR
e,

We always move towards him because we want something, which means we have conditions.

A48 E &HEMBRAMABER AR, & FREF XM —RINGEM

I've known of people who refused to become Christians because it would mean they needed to
repair a relationship or change a habit.
RAH—EABRBARAHLBR, BAHESETREILME ZSMAREHE.

We need to drop our conditions because they say, ‘I’ll love you, God, if... . Jesus didn’t do that for
us. He loved us unconditionally.

BATE BRFERMGEE, B AKRNR, [ 777, A&LH7, =R | KK HAME
Ao b g A 2% KA

The death of Jesus was no accident in history. Jesus died and rose to redeem us and reclaim us to
God.

BRAR O AR JE . ERARAB IR . BRAR S A E R BB AT, EAF R E IR @AY

It is a plan that is historically reliable and experientially satisfying as we navigate life.
R A EL LTS, R AMOREE &P RASAA T

God has brought you here today for this message, and for this bit of the Bible, and this story of the
resurrection of Jesus, for this eyewitness account, so that you might believe in Jesus and have
CERTAIN HOPE life forever with joy, as Jesus is himself alive right now.

AR tp i EiEA sk, RATEMEEL, ATEAEE, ATEEMKLENRTE, 4
T iEAE B B E A AR BARRFE T LMBERAR, AR AL, BIRR—AR K LR
BAEE,
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