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Let me ask you a question: are you a digital calendar or a physical diary person?
AMAE—ERAE: REAZAETHEZRTHEATHA?

Now, I used to be a diary calendar person because you could use all the fun colours and pens
and post-its. I’d care about the smooth paper. But there is a downside. Often, I will write it
down, never to revisit the book.
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A digital calendar, although, doesn’t have the nice gravitas or cool look of having a diary. It
has the functionality for me to put 100s of notifications for an event, a deadline, and a to-do
list. Unless I look at it, the diary can’t ring a bell or let me know something is coming up. But
the digital calendar gives me regular notifications, making me confident of the reality that the
event is happening. That there is a deadline for a task. Each notification, each reminder,
shapes your heart for a reality. It could be a new job. A doctor’s appointment. A party. A
funeral.
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Today’s passage does precisely that. John brings all the threads, the signs, and the
notifications of the entire gospel of John together. All the little notifications or signs that point
to a reality. In last week’s passage that Steve preached on, it says in John 20:30-31:
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30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
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The reality that John wants every person who reads and encounters this book, the reality he
wants you to be confident is that Jesus is God. Jesus is the king. What we see in this epilogue
is that he wants us to be confident in three things:
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- Confident in Christ # X B A 2.
- Confident in Grace # B # L%
- Confident in Life ¥ A 4 2% E 0

Let’s pray. Kind heavenly father, We ask that you might help us as we see threads and signs
woven together in this passage so that we might have confidence in our Lord Jesus Christ, the
one_from whom we receive grace and life. Amen
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Confidence in Christ # X B &94z3.8 (v1-13)
Keep your Bible open at John 21. We’re going to get right into verse 1: 1 Afterward Jesus
appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 2 Simon Peter,
Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee,
and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them,
and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night
they caught nothing.
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This is the third time that the disciples encounter Jesus since his resurrection. The disciples in
this passage go fishing late at night. That is normal and customary so that you can sell fresh
fish at the markets the next day. But that doesn’t happen. No fish are caught. That must be a
bit depleting. But look at the contrast in what happens in the next section, verse 4:
BRI EAR, FIHRPZRELIH®, SRELPIARRENE, EBAETFTR
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4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it
was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered.
6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When
they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.
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Suddenly, the means of catching many fish comes from the instruction of Christ. But Jesus
offers something better here. You would expect the disciples to go, ‘Oh wow! Look at the
tonne of fish! Thanks person who either is an expert fisherman, or the water to him is crystal
clear.’
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The whole purpose of them going to fish is to get fish. And their response does not align with
that. Verse 7: 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon
as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him
(for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water.

W18y @69 23 B R AT FE &, MR BELT—, § 7 &: 7 BEIFE
G PIR I UATR: [RZ]] FIRE], #EFESTF, —RELZ, HE LR,
B Ko

It is the Lord. I remember reading this and being so in awe with that term, ‘Lord.” Because
generally, Australians and other cultures have an interesting relationship with authority
figures. Either we joke about them or have some inordinate fear about them. And I just sat
there, imagined the deep affection that the disciples had for Jesus, to exclaim that with
excitement. Because what master or Lord beckons not only obedience but love and
relationship.
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And here in this section, we already see little notification that Jesus gives to the disciples of
the reality that he is Lord. When they see Jesus from a distance of water, they think of the
man who walked on water and called them not to be afraid. When Jesus calls out to the
fishermen and helps them catch 153 fish, they see the Lord, who initiated a discipleship
relationship with them from their boats. When Jesus launches into breakfast, he breaks bread,
like the time when Jesus broke the bread at the Last Supper. He then shares around the fish to
trigger the memory of the Lord feeding the 5000.
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Each moment is like this notification that re-affirms the reality in their brains - Yes, this is the
risen Lord Jesus. The Lord who heals, the Lord who saves, the Lord who provides. For them,
it is undeniable Jesus is who he says he is.
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Throughout the gospels, Matthew to John, are speckled with signs that similarly point to the
glory of Jesus, his divinity, his character, and his grace. I want to affirm and remind you of
Steve’s encouragement to check out one of the gospels if you haven’t.

BHAEREE T, & (BARE) B (WHiEE), AR T R QIR A
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How have you in John been constantly reminded that Jesus is your personal Lord? Not a Lord,
or someone else’s Lord, or even the Lord of the world. But, your Lord.

(#93taF) dofT RETRERR, KA MBANLI? TEA—EL, LRARAANL,
EEZRAHERGE, 22, 1RG£,

Confidence in Grace ¥ B # A 74 (15-19 &)

The second reality we are to have is confidence in grace - by the very story of Peter. If you’ve
forgotten, Peter rejects any knowledge or association with Jesus in chapter 18. Ironically,
Jesus predicts five chapters before that Peter will reject him. And Peter says, ‘No, I will lay
down my life for you.” But, here, Peter denies Jesus three times. The questions that he is
asked don’t even immediately threaten his life.

AMEHAGE AR RAFERGEC—EBRANRFE., RESRT, BAEAE
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So imagine having breakfast with a close friend, and you have done the most awful thing
behind their back, and they know. Wouldn’t you expect a rebuke or a cold shoulder? Jesus
doesn’t even force a to-do list of things to make up for his denials. Verse 15:

vk, BAgE—T, fe— iR ENMA —RCTE, REZRMUT RTHOFR, @
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15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you
love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said,
“Feed my lambs.” 16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He
answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17
The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”

15 ReATPE 2 T -BAE, FEHEBI]. RIZR: [HBHEFHI], hEKLiELER
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Jesus asks him three times do you love me? Do you love me? That’s the question he asks. In
fact, the first question is, ‘Do you love me more than these?’ It’s no coincidence. I don’t think
that there are other disciples for breakfast. Previously rashly and impulsively, Peter was bold
in saying that he would sacrifice his life for Christ as if to show his love and platitudes over
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the rest of the disciples. But now, knowing Christ’s sacrifice for him and his colossal failure,

he cannot boast nor claim any success but humble himself and offer love to his Lord.

IR M=ok, g RB? FERB? SRAMMGMA, FEL, FEMER,
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That is grace. Grace is the benefit you receive from God without you deserving or earning it.

And even when Jesus commands Peter to follow him by leading and loving his people, it’s

secondary to the primary issue of love. It’s not, ‘Do you have a degree as a Sheepherder, or

have you ticked off the key competencies of being a Jesus follower.” It’s love.
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That’s why, when we’re looking for Christian leaders for kids, youth and community groups,
teams etc. My question is never, ‘Tell me how good you are at hanging with kids, or what an
amazing Canva presentation you can make. Show me how skilled you are.’ It is, ‘Tell me
when you started to love Jesus. Tell me about you and the gospel. Tell me about when you
first understood grace?’

EHAHME, TERMAELE. FVFldst, BHFFRET/HAMF, KOMAE
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Church, do we love Jesus? Do we love his grace? Often, we read passages like this, or even
the crucifixion and resurrection and think, ‘Oh, forgiveness and grace make sense’. It seems
normal. That’s the only fair response. But I don’t think that’s the case. Grace that is as wide
and open as Jesus’ grace is a scandal.
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We live in a cancel culture. And once you’ve been cancelled, the path to redemption is
irredeemable. Grace and forgiveness are not common concepts for us. And I wonder if that
breeds even into our everyday relationships. We hold onto grudges and resentments and find
it harder to forgive. Don’t get me wrong, sin must be called out. God is a just God who will
judge all people.

BAVEFAEBUH LT o — BRIV, BB L EZLDT T o B fo TR KA
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But, in this air that we breathe, it begs whether something you say or do, something others
won’t like, will my friends forgive me? Will colleagues reject me? Am I too far from change?
Maybe in the society that we live in. But that is not the economy of the gospel. That is not the
economy of grace.

o, ERMFAGTAT, AMEH, wRERIMT —RAARERGEH, K
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Peter, well-known for what sin was, still chooses to reject Jesus three times. But, the disease

of sin was not just his action but was in his very will and mind to deny Christ. He had a heart

of rejection of someone who he knew. He was two-faced. He denied ever knowing Jesus. He

was deceitful. He was ashamed to associate with his Lord. Three times does Peter sin. But

Jesus, three times, does he allow Peter to realign his heart and love with his Lord.
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Friend, you may hear the words of Jesus on the Cross. Yet, you may doubt the finished work
of Christ. The one action of Christ covers the countless times of your transgressions and your
multitude of sins being crucified.
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Church, you are Peter. Grace for the Christian is not foreign. If you believe in Jesus
wholeheartedly and put no confidence in your works, cling to nothing else but Jesus as your
saving grace, grace is available because Jesus is the means of this undeserved grace.
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Do you know Thomas’s confidence in Jesus’s resurrection after seeing the gaps in Christ’s
hands? And also, what confidence did these disciples have in Jesus’ lordship after seeing the
net full of fish?

frFnid 2 BHAABARF PO RBIKBLENREH? EF, SRIAE KA
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Jesus’ offer of restoration and forgiveness to Peter is for you, too. It is so that you can have
confidence in grace. You can have confidence in forgiveness. He is telling you, feed my
lambs, take care of my sheep, feed my sheep. He has forgiven you. You are a part of his
family, his flock of sheep.

BRERAR B AT RIS Ae LIS R AR, EARMRAT AHBHRF IS, R LA
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Be confident about grace. Be confident that your forgiveness and invitation to God’s flock is
not by anything you have done or is in you. Your confidence is in the steadfast character of
Christ’s grace, forgiveness and mercy—100%. No returns. No takebacks. It’s certain. Done
and dusted.

HBEB IS, BHAFS, e LIS Fo b 4 £ 2 0938 35 1AL AR BT AT F
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However, if you put your hope, life or anything else but the finished work of Jesus, you
cannot have that confidence. If you are the ‘finished work of Jesus and something else’
person, you also cannot have that confidence. In Galatians 1-2, Paul warns the Christian
church that you cannot add to the gospel. You cannot add to God’s grace.

AR, de RARdeA 2, Ao KA AT R B3 IR PT 2R 09 TAEZ 9h, ARt & ki
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And I am warning you now. It cannot be Jesus and being a good person—nor Jesus and
having perfect kids. Nor Jesus, and it is a life I am proud of. Those things will never be
enough for you, and those things aren’t enough for God. It didn’t work for Peter because he
couldn’t attain perfection, and neither can you.
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Do you see the logic? Whatever you try to add on top of the finished works of Christ is
simply futile. Whenever you try to add to his grace, you negate his grace. And there is no
confidence.

REAG L Py EHH? &R A B AL LT RO I B, #REZES 6,
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You cannot have this assurance of anything abundant that Jesus offers in the book of John if
your confidence, hope, and faith are in anything but solely Jesus. That is grace. That is what it
means to be confident in grace.

e RARGIES, MBI ORBEAINK G L, Rt £ 35 IRKAE (LHBT) F
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So what now?
AR E 57

Confidence in Life # £ & 69430 (20-25 &)
How does confidence in the Lord and grace change life today?
HE Ao BB 2SI TG A R £ 42
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I hope confidence in the Lord and grace is so mind-boggling that when you truly consider it,
it becomes one of the most essential parts of your being. But have a look at what it meant for
Peter. Verse 20:

BAZPHIBRGRE ORI ASARAER, AEATHRALFTRCH, C8&A
REGFTREZNINZ—, BARFEHBFERFME. F 208

20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was
the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going
to betray you?”) 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?”

20 BIFHHBIR, FRIBEIRGIPFIRRE, HELRREIFEFIFHEMER [ 277,
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In John, there’s this sort of undercurrent rivalry between John, the beloved one and Peter.
Peter earlier hears about his untimely, unpleasant death, and he wants to compare it with John.
Peter wants to focus on something periphery. Jesus replies in verse 22: “If I want him to
remain alive until I return, what is that to you?”
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He completely shuts him down, saying it’s none of your business. Instead, he says, ‘Follow
me.’ Peter, if | am your king, the Lord of your life and even though you are awful, I still love
you, focus on nothing but following me. Follow me.
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I think there are three trajectories that Jesus calls people to follow him in this passage. I will
briefly mention the first two and then land a little more in one; feel free to grab me after to
ask more about them.

R AT A P IRARIE B AR A AR =58 F, S5 R A AT RE, KRiE
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Number one - Leaning into the community. There is a clear correlation that this passage
connects between a follower of Christ and his community. That’s what we saw early in
Peter’s restoration: the call to feed and take care of his sheep. So, the believer is to love and
lean into a relationship with other believers.

F— — BAAH, EREUE I E RIS forb 0 AL B2 45 AR, A RBAG AR B
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Number two — Self-denial. In verses 18-19, Jesus prepares Peter for the ending that is about
to unfold, and it’s quite unpleasant. Jesus says that Peter will eventually stretch out your
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hands. Those who know what lies for Peter is that he dies on an upside-down Cross, hands
wide. There is an element of self-denial for the follower of Jesus.

F— - BT, £ 18-19 & f, IREKEIIF ARPAFRE M 04 B HBETEREMG, A8 Rtk
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The last one, I think, will shock you, and you’ll think really. But it’s this: Have breakfast
RE—B, ZRAHTREREE, RERARANDH, BERAERY: TR

Do you remember Jesus’ response when they realised it was him? It wasn’t the first, guys.
I’ve revealed myself to some of you. Why can’t you tell it’s me? Do you need to go to
Specsavers? It wasn’t a rebuke, either. He didn’t smack the back of their heads. He says in
verse 12: Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”

{538 30 AP B R I AR B I 0 BLRTS? B, AR S K, KT
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They knew it was the Lord Jesus. Not just cause of the signs. But because this is the Lord
who invites relationship, conversation and engagement. As the reader, we must see that the
image and symbol of their relationship is breakfast.
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Why is it breakfast? Why is it bread? This is a culture where hospitality and food are about
feasting. It’s like the Prime Minister inviting you to his house for a bowl of oats every day.
Breakfast is ordinary and regular. But the extraordinary is the fact that you’re having porridge
with someone who matters.
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Have confidence that following Jesus starts and continues by having breakfast with Jesus. It
started with you loving and having a relationship with him, and it doesn’t stop. It’s the regular
rhythms of relationship with the extraordinary one, the creator of the earth and the heavens,
Jesus Christ, who is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow.
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As people who can follow the whims and ways of our world and our own voices, we need
regular digital reminders. Not just a one-time-only diary entry.

EARRAEEER T S BT XAREKMTHETOA, ZMNFTZZHRNET
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I want to specifically talk to the one who has been listening to sermon after sermon, reads the
Bible, and is tired. You know John 3:16, and you know eternal life is for the one who believes.
And you aren’t feeling it? You feel like your relationship with Jesus is feeling a little dry. This

is for you.
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The measure of your feelings, nor how tight you grasp onto Christ, is not what keeps you in
Christ. But by his measure of endless love and abundant grace and how he has grasped hold
of you, don’t let those feelings or doubts define your relationship with Jesus. Your part is to
simply not let go. ‘Follow me,’ he says.
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Sometimes, we doubt the means because we have no zeal. Reading the Bible today didn’t feel
like much. This passage is saying, Zero in. Follow me. Don’t doubt what’s keeping you
communing with Jesus.
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Bo MRBRRRTE! TN BIREE A AT FIRARSLIRERARAF 3R o
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Your will, affections and mind will align with Christ’s as you continue to seek his grace.
Don’t doubt the means of preaching the gospel to yourself daily, gathering with his people,
and seeing Christ’s character in a passage.

FHREGF AT EEEF, RYEL, HRAZAKGTHATN -, RERELH
X B Riad. BT RRE, LA -—BREL T AR ARG RAENT &,

The ‘Next Steps’ we keep mentioning aren’t for you to tick a to-do list box to earn your way
to Jesus. They are to encourage you to position your life in a way that helps you build
confidence in the grace you have already received in Jesus. It’s a means of grace to see the
signs of Jesus again and his character and promises. This is the regular notifications vs the
one-look diary. Be regularly notified to be confident of life and grace in Christ.

KRAITETREN GG [ T—F | ERRFEARESFHFATNGAE T 4T H R HAFBIELIRARGY1E
Bo CMALTHBRA—AET AH DG EZHG OB EIRKAZE T EHGFZ 0
T AR EAZAR I A4 . R B IR AR 69 AN 37 VA B A s A& Ao JE 3 2 —AZ B 8y 7 X,

BAFRBE—B TARGAD, SHREREZHEATLGEGREIRLRES,

David Mathis puts this in his book, ‘Habits of Grace’.
KA AT IE — B A E (BRI FIED) Fo

“I can flip a switch, but I don't provide the electricity. I can turn on a faucet, but I don't
make the water flow. There will be no light and no liquid refreshment without someone else
providing it. And so, it is for the Christian with the ongoing grace of God. His grace is
essential for our spiritual lives, but we don't control the supply. We can't make the favor of
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God flow, but he has given us circuits to connect and pipes to open expectantly... our God is
lavish in his grace; he is free to liberally dispense his goodness without even the least bit of
cooperation and preparation on our part, and often he does. But he also has his regular
channels. And we can routinely avail ourselves of these revealed paths of blessing—or
neglect them to our detriment.”

[ HTXITH W, 12KTREE D KT XITHKEA, (285K KFEH. wRX
HAARRE, HXFHEA, CXHREFL. HIL, H7AFEH L7458 ER e £
RO At FEA) BRI AN F L ER B, 12N 8EEHIHSE KN4
AR L) EBR), 12768 T KN TZIER)E IS T XK AFHAT B 49 8 - K N9
RG] E I NEBEAG : FT B BRI GE TR E &, B ETRERAN
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Reading the Bible is not just about consuming knowledge but hearing the words from whom
you’ve received grace. Praying to God is not to speak elaborate fancy words but to pour out
your heart to the gracious one who hears. Confession comes not from a place of guilt and
penance but confidence that because of God’s grace, he will forgive. Gathering with his
people on Sunday or with your community group is not your weekly social club but the flock
of broken people who regularly share the news of grace.

BEENR AR, MABBRRBENAAFDEHRGEDZ, 9P EET LR K
EROLTHE, mAGINE LRGIIEE MRS B, B R REE AN RAEE,
A B AR e L by Bt Mg TAS, 8B AR A REARGALZER & R AREE
AL, TR —BFAE W o F B & A A
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You know, the frozen yoghurt places where they have yoghurt on tap, and all you want to do

is rest your head under the machine and just leave your mouth under the tap? But there are

signs that say - ‘Don’t’. Or even the voice of social common speak tells you - ‘No’.

hdnid o, A RAZHEAZH DRI, mARBAMARRIEAREKRS TE, Kk

HAAEKAAT? BAREEN— [ F& |, AELEZAGEAAZTOETEFRG—
ESN

Grace is on tap. Jesus is inviting you to do what seems impossible. It’s having frozen yoghurt
for breakfast, mouth right under the tap. You can go and seek Christ and his grace endlessly.
BHERE A, REFREIMEMARTRGE, FERAR LKA T HALRE
#o ARFT ATET AR b 3 F KB fopt 69 B3,

Friends, we’ve had a whole term of John, and I want to ask you: What in this series has made
you most confident about Jesus? What has made you confident that he is God, your Lord,
your Saviour? What has made you more confident about the grace that Jesus offers? What has
made you more confident of living a life with and for Jesus? Let’s pray:

IRAA, RAVCLEHRT —HEE R (Yhwad), RAMMARM: 2EM@AI¥, A&
FREHIRRA R C? A ERMGAEE AT, IR, RGKE? AR
R B R AZ0? RABRB AR ORI —R AL AINKRE? EX
PIA7 4% -
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Gracious Lord, I pray for the weary one that reading your Word or hearing the gospel is no
longer fresh. Restore to them the joy of their salvation. May they embrace the past moments
where you have worked the gospel in them clearer and clearer to where you have made them
to be today. So, we pray, expectant, that you will help us have hearts burning with passion
and minds that are at peace in your presence.

BEAGZNT, KBIPLREIIAT R, B #%HFIRAG 7 Z K755 T Ao BRIENT
FHATF R s SN HETEE F 1 ] L e 75 & A IR T, B Z| 1R RN
HOKAIIR T 0F o B, HNTHH, KT ERE T8 # ] L d 7 7 AR 509 %
I Ao A7 9 &

As we have seen and encountered the risen Lord Jesus by reading and gazing at the gospel of
John, help us to be confident in Jesus's claims as truly God, truly king. Will you break the
chains, fears and doubts of your grace on our lives? Lead our hearts to be confident in your
forgiveness, confident of being welcomed into your house, confident of having life eternal.
Amen

LE Sa #1175 B A B (#9575 ) AL E R I —IK, 7 H AN
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