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If you have just tuned in to St Paul’s, we have just started in the book of Ephesians discovering
WHO IS THE CHURCH. This is the foundational, crucial question. We are looking at WHO WE
ARE as we look forward to WHAT GOD is calling us to over the next 5-10 years of life and ministry
to our neighbours.
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Ephesians helps us to break out of the modern concept of a personal relationship with God that sees
church as a WHAT not WHO. The church, God’s called out and blessed people, is not just central to
God’s plans, it is at the centre of God’s heart.
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The bible overflows with powerful imagery of God’s affection, his love, for his church. The church
being “the bride” of Christ. The church is beautiful to God.
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The eighteenth-century American pastor and theologian, Jonathan Edwards, said that God created
the whole world so that the eternal Son of God might obtain a spouse. That is God’s plan for all of
history.
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As we look ahead with plans for our next phase of life and ministry together, my prayer is that we
would have our affections awakened for who God’s church is, and why she exists.
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Spurgeon again: “nothing in the world is dearer to God’s heart than his church; therefore, being his,
let us belong to it, that by our prayers, our gifts, and our labours, we may support and strengthen it.”
Our plans are to beautify the bride of Christ that is St Paul’s.
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We saw in the first half of Ephesians 1 last week that God is the source of every spiritual blessing in
Jesus Christ. God has poured out his sovereign grace through Jesus Christ and brought us into his
eternal family.
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The first thing he does in v15 is Paul gives thanks the Ephesians have received those blessings. They
are adopted, redeemed, forgiven, saved. They are Christian.
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Helpful, he gives us two markers to test whether we are Christians and have received every spiritual
blessing in Christ too. He mentions faith in the Lord Jesus and love for all God’s people.
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The first test is what we believe. Faith is primary. In the Bible it is always more important what we
believe than how we are living. This is very important. What makes a person a Christian is primarily,
first and foremost, what they believe, not how they live. The belief that makes a person a Christian is
faith in the Lord Jesus.
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This is the opposite of the common view of Christianity. Most think these days it is irrelevant what
you believe, it is how a person lives that really matters. The Bible says what we believe is primary
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In fact, the Bible leads me to conclude that the view it doesn’t matter what you believe as long as
you live a good life, is illogical. What we believe determines how we live. It is impossible to
separate them.
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A Christian believes that the Bible is God’s self-revelation to humanity and as such is true and
reliable. But we don’t become a Christian by believing that. A Christian believes that obediently
following Jesus means a life of service, generosity, truthfulness, forgiveness. But we are not saved
by living a life of service, generosity, truthfulness, forgiveness.
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A religious life of diligent obedience and doing the things the Bible says, and trying really hard can
be evidence that there is no faith in Jesus Christ, just faith in oneself. To have faith in Jesus Christ is
to admit we can’t trust the Bible, can’t live a life of service, generosity, truthfulness, forgiveness, and
so we rest in the finished work of the Lord Jesus.
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The only reason a person is a Christian is because they have trusted and rested in Jesus Christ, not
because of years of church attendance, good doctrine, Bible knowledge.
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The second marker is love. In particular, love for all God’s people -- ALL God’s people. Love for
God’s church. Faith in Jesus is primary, and love for all God’s people is necessary. Faith in the Lord
Jesus will lead to a life of love for what God loves. The implications of this will be explored later in
this series. The principle is faith is primary, but practice is necessary. If we really believe something
it will change our life over time.
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Can you have faith in the Lord Jesus and be inconsistent? Yes. Can you have faith in the Lord Jesus
and do terrible things? Yes. If we are ever judgemental towards a professed Christian who has failed
means we don’t understand the gospel.

RAEAZ I ZIRREPATE R —BUR? fb. R IR TIANFR? A, o RAMH—
B RE A B EP R ANEATRET, FRFRMAA G485,

Faith is primary but practice is necessary. What this means is if you are Christian and you are having
sex outside of marriage, not being generous, gossiping and slandering, not forgiving, don’t say ‘I’'m
saved by faith’. Instead ask yourself, if my life isn’t changing, do I really have faith? I’'m not saying
you aren’t a Christian, I’'m just saying you shouldn’t be so confidently sure unless you are on a
repentant growth track.
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A new life starts by faith in Jesus Christ, and that new life grows over time. The new life changes us.
Paul gives thanks the Ephesians are in Christ and now he prays that they would grow into who they
are.
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I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit
of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may
be enlightened...(vv17-18)
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Growth in the Christian life is growing deeper. It is knowing the glorious Father in a deeper way. A
more intimate way.
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When Prince George was born to Prince William and Princess Catherine in 2013, he was like every
other baby. He had no knowledge of his parents at all. Baby Prince George was born, born rich, with
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a title, with privileges, with a mapped-out future, but he has no idea who he is or who is father is or
his grandfather is, what his future is, and how that future will change everything about his present.
He is second in line to the throne but all he cares about is milk. He will take a lifetime for him to
grow into who he is by right.
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Paul’s prayer here is for Christians to grow into who they are. He prayers that their main pursuit in
life would be to know their Father better, and for this to dominate their thinking, affections, and
shape their behaviour.
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HOPE TO GROW # 2 A& &
What then is the dynamic in the Christian life that will affect this growth? It’s there in his prayer in
v.18: I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope...
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The real change dynamic of the Christian faith is hope. Verses 13-14 tells us the Christian, and the
church receives the Holy Spirit as a deposit from the future. The Holy Spirit is the first instalment of
the future redemption of the universe coming into the present.
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In our day, /ope is not a strong word. It carries a sense of uncertainty. In the New Testament, hope
means a life shaping certainty about something that is yet to happen, but you know it will happen.
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People are hope driven beings. We can’t live without hope. Hope is the engine room of our lives.
How we live, the choices we make, what we give our time and energy to, how we handle our
circumstances, are all shaped by our perceived future.
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Hope is the change dynamic for the Christian. The more we grow into the glorious Father, the more
we grow in hope. Paul mentions three things about this hope. Firstly, we have been called into this
hope. Verse 18: I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know
the hope to which he has called you...
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This is simply saying that the whole goal and purpose of them being saved in Jesus Christ is this
future hope. The hope here is the part of the salvation plan of God in Jesus Christ that we have not
yet received but are looking forward to.
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This hope is nothing less than life in the new heavens and the new earth in the presence of God. As
Romans 5 puts it: the hope of the glory of God. 1t is the hope of sharing that glory.
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The second thing about this hope that is included in Paul’s prayer, is it is a rich hope. In v.18 again:
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know...the riches of
his glorious inheritance in his holy people...
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‘Holy people’ is referring to God’s set apart people. It’s a reference to all Christians, not a special
category of Christians. This is for everyone who has faith in Jesus Christ. And what is for all
Christians is the riches of his glorious inheritance. Inheritance means the substance of your wealth.
It’s what you would leave behind when you die. We read this and assume our future hope is us
receiving an inheritance from God.
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What is astonishing is this isn’t referring to the inheritance the Christian receives, its referring to
God’s inheritance. This is what God receives...his church. The plan of God to bless humanity
through Jesus Christ and make a new people for himself is his inheritance.
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That is too incredible to even comprehend. Let me try to illustrate it. Elon Musk is the richest person
in the world. His net worth is around $US 670 Billion (approx. $960 billion in Australia). Imagine
you are given the task of buying him a birthday present. What do you get him? What do you buy,
how do you buy, something for someone with all that wealth?
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What could you possibly buy him so that when he receives it, he says, “‘Wow! This is more valuable
to me than my stake in Space X. This is my most treasured possession.” I can’t imagine. It would
have to be an impossible task. Paul is referring to something even more impossible to imagine here.
God owns everything in the universe. His worth is displayed by the grandeur of it all, but it is not his
inheritance.
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What is of more value to God than all of that, all the stars and galaxies and solar systems? His holy
people. His church. In case we are unsure about this, the last sentence just blows your mind: the
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
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Paul is using paradoxical language to get us to a deep and astounding truth. The Church is the
fullness of him who fills the entire universe. The Church fills up Christ, who fills the universe in
every way! How can Jesus, who created the universe and is its Head and who fills it in every way, be
filled by the Church? The answer to this paradox is in the metaphor of the head and body: a head is
incomplete without the body.
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This is an astounding wonder that caused the theologian John Calvin to exclaim: This is the highest
honour of the church that, unless He is united to us, the Son of God reckons Himself in some
measure imperfect. What an encouragement it is for us to hear, that not until He has us as one with
Himself'is He complete in all His parts, or does He wish to be regarded as whole!
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He is praying that God’s people would be captivated by our value to God. As one commentator put it:
God wants us to be smitten with how rich God feels when he looks at you. To the degree we
understand this hope as being profoundly personal and intimate, is the degree we will exercise self-
control over sin, and grow into the life of obedience to Christ we have been called into.
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Until we are astounded by how rich God feels when he looks at us, our value to him as his holy
people, his holy church, then we will not live the life we ought to live as his people. We won’t have
the hope, the joy, the satisfaction. It’s important to emphasise too that the Christian hope is personal
and intimate, in a material world. Our hope is a material hope. There is a glimpse of in v.20 where
we read: when he raised Christ from the dead...
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As Jesus Christ was raised from death physically on the third day, imperishable, so too the Christian.

That is our future. Our hope. It’s not a spiritual realm. It is not clouds and harps. This is one of the

remarkable differences between Christianity and every other religion and philosophical system in

history.
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Only Christianity declares that heaven comes down to restore and perfect the material world. When
Jesus was resurrected, he walked, cooked, ate, talked, laughed. He could be seen and touched.
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The Christian hope is not a consolation prize at the end; our hope is a hope where suffering is
undone. It is a restoration not a consolation prize. The Christian hope is restoring real, material life.
Everything that we ever wanted in life, every longing and desire of the heart, comes back millions of
times over. The glorious God is smitten by his church. He is in love with her and is longing to be
with her, to embrace her, walk with her, laugh with her, enjoy her, in perfect unity.
ABROBETAREG L, RMOBEZRA —BAFTHBHROBE, CAKRE, TELL
R, ABERNBEZRKBEALTN., WHNAEAS, KMEFTEEAEZN—W, SPHE—
BB R F AR, HAFm T EBERE R, RIPOG LFRAGHEHE P, T ETH, B5Z
AR 2, HRickh, SEARFIT, HEHRE, Fh, AT EHE—TF.

The third thing about this hope that is included in Paul’s prayer, is it is a confident hope. Paul prays
the eyes of our hearts might be enlightened so we might know, his incomparably great power for us
who believe. He says that power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised
Christ from the dead.
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It’s the power that seated Jesus at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and
authority, power and dominion...where God placed all things under his feet. Which mean Jesus
rules everything in the physical and spiritual realm.
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And it’s the power that appointed Jesus to be head over everything for the church. The power that
Jesus is exerting in ruling everything in heaven and on the earth and under the earth is for his church.
For you.
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God is bringing his power to bear on everything in history for his people to receive their inheritance.
He is exerting his sovereignty over everything in your life and my life that he might receive his
inheritance...his church.
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How do we grow in this hope? The same way as the Ephesians, v17 & 18. Pray that God may give
you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of
your heart may be enlightened
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Pray that prayer for yourself. Pray it every day. Pray for the Spirit to give you wisdom and revelation.
Pray for the eyes of your heart to be enlightened that you might see and taste that the Lord is good.
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Of all the thing Paul could have prayed for, this is the priority. It is the priority in all his prayers, that
we would know our Father better. Then direct your gaze to Christ. I have to fight my spiritual
ADHD every day. I’'m so easily distracted. The way to grow as a Christian is by fixing our eyes on
Christ and away from sin and the distractions of the immediate. We kill hope by fixing our gaze on
temporary riches. What we fix our eyes on is what we give our hearts to.
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Meditate on Christ and your hope regularly in the Bible. Fix your eyes there and ask God to exert his
power that you might see his glory. Fight for hope. When you read a passage of the Bible, ask
yourself, how would I be different if I really believed this? The knowledge will come, the wisdom
will come, a vision of glory will come...not always...but it will.
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Pray this prayer for yourself consistently and gaze on God in his word, with Jesus at the centre. The
power that melts your heart and builds your hope is the gospel. See Jesus praying this prayer for you.
He didn’t actually use these words, but he did pray a similar thing in John 17.
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Jesus prayed that the Father would call us to himself, that we would be his valued treasure, and that

we would have his power. For us to get all that, Jesus had to be rejected and cast out, treated as
worthless, and broken by God’s power.
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He did that for us to be his glorious inheritance.
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