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I mentioned a couple a weeks ago that this term draws to a close our five-year ministry plan
Follow 25.
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This term we are looking back while seeking God's will and planning for our future together
as a church desiring to see lives transformed by Jesus in a society that does not see
Christianity as true, good, or beautiful.
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The Old Testament book Esther is helping us see what it means to follow and trust God in
such times as this.
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If you have just joined us, Esther is the story of a young Jewish woman living as an exile in
the Persian empire. Through a series of events, she is picked out of obscurity and chosen as
Xerxes I new queen.
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The whole time she kept her Jewish identity, culture and God hidden. In chapter 3, an edict
goes out to the whole Persian empire that on a set date the J ewish people to be exterminated.
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We pick up the story with the aftermath of that edict going out. Chapter 4 begins with
Esther's cousin, Mordecai, in sackcloth and mourning in the open square of the city in front of
the king's gate.
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When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and
ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. But he went only as far as the
king's gate...
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This puts Mordecai at the palace gate. Chapter 1:2 names the palace as the citadel of Susa. It
was strongly fortified and elevated in Susa. Designed to exalt the importance of the King and
guard his person.
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To be in the citadel was to be at the seat of power and influence. Mordecai is at the gate to
this complex. Esther is inside, and Mordecai is trying to get her attention so that she might do
something to save the people of God.
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There is a danger being in the palace. We see it in Esther's response in v4: When Esther's
eunuchs and female attendants came and told her about Mordecai, she was in great
distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of his sackcloth, but he would not accept
them.
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Esther sends him clothes. Maybe he was making a spectacle of himself. Maybe even
embarrassing. Mordecai is distraught with the fate of God's people, but it seems Esther is
isolated from the impending tragedy.
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Every Jew from Ethiopia to India was mourning and she did not have a clue or did not care.
Perhaps she did not have time between her manicures and pedicures, and facials. In any case,
she had done such a good job at concealing her identity, who would bother to inform her.
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How easy it is to become isolated from the needs around us, and God's concerns for his world
when we live the good life in the palace.
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Mordecai begs and pleads for her to use her connections and position and favour with the
king to do something to work for justice and save God's people. Notice Esther's first response
to Mordecai, verse 11:
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"All the king's officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or
woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has
but one law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the gold sceptre to them and
spares their lives. But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king."
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For Esther to do something is risky. Let us not forget that she got to where she was because
Vashti was a little too courageous. Notice too that Esther says that Xerxes has not asked her
to come to him for 30 days. If he has not called for Esther for 30 days, then it may be a sign
that he has had a month-long headache, or she is out of favour. Esther is saying to Mordecai /
could lose everything.
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Mordecai sends back a message that is the high point of the book. This is the turning point.
Verse 13: ""Do not think that because you are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews
will escape. For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will
arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but
that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?"
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If Esther does not risk losing the palace she WILL lose everything. If she does RISK losing
the palace she MIGHT lose everything.
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If all the Jews are killed, she will eventually be discovered and killed too. If the Jews are not
killed, then she will be discovered to be a traitor. There are two remarkable principles here
that have powerful applications.
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Firstly, unless we use the influence you've got, the credentials we've got, the money we've got,
the position we've got, the skills we've got for the service of others, rather than personal

advancement, then those things don't become freeing they become enslaving.
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Esther was Queen to Xerxes 1. She lived in the palace in Susa. But if she loved the palace,
and its comfort and security and power so much that she would not risk it, then the palace
was nothing more than death row for her.
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If we are unwilling to jeopardise our place in the 'palace' then the 'palace' has taken us over
and it controls us.
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Mordecai is seems to be saying that if we cannot throw away the palace, or at least risk
throwing away the palace, or risk your place in the palace to do good for other people, then
the palace owns you.
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The second implication is that the only way we would be prepared to risk everything is if our
identity has its foundation somewhere apart from who we are and what we have
accomplished. How do we get an identity that is received rather than achieved?
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The answer is hinted at in v14: who knows but that you have come to your royal position for
such a time as this?
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The word come there is in the passive form which means it would be a little better to translate
the sentence like who knows but that you have BEEN BROUGHT to the royal position for
such a time as this.
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Esther got to the palace by grace. Her beauty was given to her. She did not produce the door
of opportunity that saw her rise to Queen. God has been silent but sovereignly working.
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This is the turning point for Esther. This is where she steps up. This is where she utters those
remarkable words in v16: Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me.
Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do.
When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, 1

perish.
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We go from Esther living the high life in the palace to the Esther risking it all to save others.
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There is a danger of seeing Esther primarily as an inspiration to copy. For instance, inspired
to start taking risks and get more interested in justice and mercy, or to start speaking up about
beliefs.
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The danger with being inspired by another is it tends not to last because the basic motivation
is guilt. Motivation by guilt wears off because guilt does not change us on the inside. When
guilt is our motivation then we are still getting our identity from our performance.
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Self-righteous is always the fruit of performance - I am not going to be like other half-hearted
Christians, I am going to be principled and outspoken.
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There is not actual change in the heart, which is revealed when we are confronted by others
not having the same values. We become judgemental of their choices.
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Over-reaction is also a danger. This is where we give to anything and do anything without
any thought to wise stewardship. There is a time to throw abandon in the air and there are
times to pull back and regroup.
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It takes Esther a little while before she approached Xerxes, and not without calling together
her people in three days of fasting for her. Chapter 5 shows us she was very careful,
considerate, and deliberate in how she went about it.
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The danger of Esther being an example of risk taking for God will be the tendency towards
fickleness, self-righteous and foolishness. What if saw Esther not as an example but as a
signpost. Notice that Esther saved her people by doing two things - identification and
mediation. She identified with her people. She did not take the safe way.
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Her people were condemned, and she identified with them in their condemnation, and so
came under the same condemnation. She risked her life and said if I perish, I will perish.
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It is only because she identified with her people that she was able to mediate for her people.
She could go before the throne of power in a way that no one else could.
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The first time that Xerxes understood the gravity and implications of the decision he had
made in condemning the Jewish people, was when Esther, the one he favoured, stands in front
of him and identifies with the people he had condemned.
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That was the first time he saw the Jewish people in a different way. Esther went before the
throne of power, and he favour with Xerxes was attributed to her people. She saved her
people through identification and mediation.
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Esther was a flawed saviour, but she does point us to a greater one. Jesus lived in the ultimate
palace - the very presence of God in the kingdom. As the Son of God, he had ultimate beauty
and glory. He left it. No one had to manipulate him or put pressure on him or back him into a
corner to do it.
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Philippians 2 says he had equality with the Father but he did not hold onto it or use it for his
own sake. It says he emptied himself and came down. He identified with sinful, condemned,
humanity. He took on our condemnation. He did not do it at the risk of his life; he did it at the
cost off his life. He did not say if I perish, I perish, he said, when I perish, I perish.
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He went to the cross and died as our substitute. The one of infinite perfection, holiness and
moral beauty became cosmically ugly to make us, the imperfect ones, beautiful to God. His
atonement for our sin means that he stands before the throne of the universe as our mediator,
the favour that has eternally been his is now attributed to us.
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The delight and love and approval of God that he has always had, is ours in him. If we see
Esther as an example and say be like Esther, it will crush us because we will never live up to
it.
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If we see Jesus as our Saviour, not as an example doing something for others, but as a Saviour
doing it for us, it changes our identity. He becomes our security. He becomes our value. He
becomes our real worth. Suddenly, everything else in our life becomes just stuff.
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We are set free to risk everything for him, and even lose everything for him, and yet not lose
him, not lose life, not lose ourselves. Jesus says this to his disciples in Luke 21:16 as he sends
them out bearing witness to him: they will put some of you to death. Everyone will hate you
because of me. But not a hair of your head will perish. Stand firm, and you will win life.
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What a paradox! You will be hated, and some killed, BUT NOT A HAIR ON YOUR HEAD
WILL PERISH! That is the remarkable promise. Not a promise every venture for Christ will
go well, but a promise that no venture for his glory will ever destroy us, it simply increases
life.
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The Apostle Paul puts it like this in Philippians 1: To live is Christ and to die is gain. As
American Pastor John famously put it: it is better to lose your life than waste it.

7


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional
AR BAE (HEZWE) # | TEHR: AEFHREAYT, AL THLSEL, Ed ¥
BT A AR ) E AW AL D BBRE LD,
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If we see what Jesus has done for us in losing his ultimate palace for us, then, and only then
will we have the freedom to risk for God's glory and the sake of others. There are at least four
implications for us.
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Firstly, If I perish, I perish is the language calling you to identify with the poor and the
oppressed in the world. This is a call for us as believers, having seen what Jesus has done, to
identify with the people outside the palace.
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Secondly, If I perish, I perish is the language of exciting mission. Wherever you are right
now, you have got certain gifts and abilities and experiences of hardness and suffering that
make you uniquely ready to help certain people in the world that no one else can help.
Ephesians 2:10 says: we are God's workmanship created for good works that God has
prepared beforehand for us to do.
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The word workmanship carries the idea of us being God's artwork. We have been uniquely
crafted by God with gifts, talents, positions, strengths, weaknesses, blessings, and sufferings
that makes us uniquely placed by God to do unique works for others.
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You have been brought to whatever place you are in for such a time as this. Take your next
step towards daily personal devotions, and weekly corporate worship. What about getting
here early to pray and connect and greet the new person or stay longer to build relationships.
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Take the risk of stopping work one day a week and reflecting, thinking, praying, refuelling.
Give regularly and sacrificially. Join a community group and be there prepared. Start serving
on a team here. Pray for someone you know and invite to church.
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Thirdly, If I perish, I perish is also the language of unconditional obedience. It means, I am
going to do everything he tells me to and accept everything he sends my way. It is putting our
lives into the hands of the one who gave us life and controls all things.

F=, | AFzsze] LR ESEPERGTH. BERE, KA ARG —0
F, DRI LERBHTY— . ERAMERMOLESXEN G FAMNETLEEETE
AAEHFF.

In the end, we do not have control. God intends for us to live in uncertainty and risk so that
we might seek him. James 4:13—15 says this: Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow
we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 14
Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist
that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the
Lord's will, we will live and do this or that.
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We are not God. We do not know about tomorrow. Risk is therefore built right into the fabric
of life. We cannot avoid risk even if we want to. A thousand unknowns can shatter all our
plans for tomorrow's activities whether we stay at home in bed or walk a footpath.
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We need to explode the myth of safety, and to somehow be delivered from the seduction of
security. It is a mirage. It does not exist. The tragedy is that in the myth of security we are
paralysed to take any risks for the cause of God, because we are deluded and think it may
jeopardise a security which in fact does not even exist. Take your hands of your life, put them
in his hands.
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Fourthly, If I perish, I perish is the language of greatness. There are 14 times in the book of
Esther where Esther is referred to as Queen Esther, 13 of the 14 times occur after she says IF
[ PERISH, I PERISH.
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She becomes a person of greatness by letting go of her life and placing it in God's hands for
his glory and the good of others. As we look forward as a church to the next stage of life and
ministry together, we do so in a the most uncertain and unprecedented time in our 124-year
history in Chatswood.
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Christianity is not accepted as true, good, or beautiful in our society. The early church faced
similar circumstances in the first few centuries. We need the freedom of the gospel to be bold
enough to take risks for our neighbours to have life in Jesus. Eternal greatness awaits those
who take those risks.
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