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Have you ever wondered if the Bible is really able to help with your deepest problems? Have you struggled to know
what to do with your life, and wished you had some special word from God?
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Have you thought to yourself that the biblical teaching on sexuality needs updating? Have you ever wished for a more
direct, more personal revelation that what you get from slowly and consistently reading the Bible?
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Have you ever secretly wanted to add something to the Bible, just to make things safer? Have you ever wanted to take
something away to make the Bible? If you have answered yes to any of these questions, and we all will at times, then
you are struggling with the sufficiency of Scripture.
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It is not unusual for Christian to be familiar with the attributes of God, on the other hand, what’s not as commonly
known are the attributes of the Bible. Protestant theologians generally highlight four essential characteristics of the
Bible.
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The sufficiency, clarity, authority, and necessity of the Bible. Another way to put all that is God’s word is final,
God’s word is understandable, God’s word is necessary, and God’s word is enough. Which is our topic today.
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THE BIBLE IS ENOUGH 24t 2 % 7
The sufficiency of Scripture means the Bible is clear enough to make us responsible for carrying out our present
responsibilities to God. It’s an ethical doctrine. No one can say God has not revealed enough for us to be saved or to
live a life pleasing to him.
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We don’t need to add to it in any way in order to meet the challenges of the modern world or take away from it so that
it aligns better with the modern world.
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God’s word is perfect and complete, giving us all that we need to know about God, Jesus, salvation, and living a life
aligned with God’s purpose.
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And yet, this is the one attribute of the Bible that Bible believing Christians are likely to forget first.
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The sufficiency of the Bible is the one attribute so quickly doubted or undermined by the average church goer. It is
possible to say all the right things about the Bible, and read it regularly, but when life gets tough or confusing or a little
boring, we look for new words, new revelation, new experiences to bring us closer to God.



Traditional

(E) AN KA LB EHEGOEARERIRLERBOEH— BB, RPTAREMA (F8) A E
ERMER, TRBMEFEY, BAEAFEFRERSARZIRA B2V, ZME€FRITGEE. FHOT.
#7848 i AR RAT R 3L

We might not feel excited about the Bible’s description of heaven, but we are mesmerised by a story of someone who
claims to have gone there and back again. We soak up stories of those who declare a special revelation from God, those
who claim personal communication, those who attest to inward promptings.
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If only I could have something MORE than the Bible, then I too would feel really close to Jesus and know his love for
me.
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But here’s the issue, the finality of Christ’s redemption for us is intimately tied to the finality of his revelation to us.
This leads me into the second point — Jesus is enough.
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JESUS IS ENOUGH % #R#k 3t 5 T
The big idea in the first verses of Hebrews is the big idea of the whole book of Hebrews. God has spoken by his Son,
and his Son is superior to all persons, heavenly beings, institutions, rituals, and any other means of revelation and
redemption.
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The first two verses begin with contrasts: In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times
and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and
through whom also he made the universe. (Hebrews 1:1-2)
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These two verses contrast eras, recipients, agents, ways of God’s revelation. All four contrasts are meant to lead us to
the same conclusion, a conclusion that is decisively spelled out in vv2-4.
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That conclusion is that Jesus Christ is the superior and final agent of God’s redemption and revelation. The writer of
Hebrews, drawing from Psalm 2 and 110, makes seven affirmations to this end.
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The Son is the heir of all things...creator of all things...sustainer of all things. The son is the revelation of God. The son
made purification for our sins. The Son sat down. Just as a parent might sit down at the end of the day because the kids
are finally in bed and the dishwasher is on, so Jesus sat down at the right hand of God because his work had been
accomplished. The task of sacrifice for sin was complete in his death on the cross and so he was permanently enthroned.
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The seventh is in v4, The Son, therefore, has become much superior to angels.
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The whole theme of Hebrews is that Jesus Christ is the superior and final agent of God’s redemption and revelation.
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Chapters 1 & 2 Jesus is superior to angels. Chapter 3, Jesus is superior to Moses. Chapters 3 & 4, Jesus is superior to
Joshua. Chapter 5, Jesus is superior to Aaron, chapter 6 Abraham, chapter 7 Melchizedek, the old covenant in chapter 8,
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the tabernacle in chapter 9. Jesus is superior to the high priest in chapter 10. The treasures of this world in chapter 11,
to Mount Sinai in chapter 12, and to the city we have here on earth in chapter 13.
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Jesus Christ surpasses all others because in him we have the fullness and finality of God’s redemption and revelation.
Jesus is enough because he is the superior and final agent of God’s redemption and revelation.
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JESUS AND THE BIBLE ARE ENOUGH M #fe ¥ 83149 7

The question you might have now is, what does any of that to do with the sufficiency of Scripture? That is a great
question, I’'m glad I’m prepared with my third point, Jesus and the Bible are enough.
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A moment ago, I said: Jesus Christ surpasses all others because in him we have the fullness and finality of God's
redemption and revelation. In many cases we understand the fullness bit.
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Everything in the Old Testament was pointing to Jesus, and he completed all its intention and purpose. Jesus is the
fulfillment of God’s revelation.
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The bit we are often not so clear on is the finality of Jesus’ work. God has definitively made himself known in Jesus.
Jesus has once for all paid for all sin. He came to earth, lived amongst us, died on a Roman cross, and cried out in his
dying moments, “It is finished!”
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We are not waiting for another king to rule us, or another prophet to give us some more information, or a further priest
to deal with our sin. The work of redemption is complete.
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We cannot separate redemption from revelation, both are finished and fulfilled in Jesus. While the written word of God,
and the Word of God made flesh - Jesus Christ — are distinct, they are also inseparable.
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Every act of redemption - from the exodus out of Egypt, to the return from exile in Babylon, to the cross itself - is also
a revelation. They tell us something about the nature of sin, the way of salvation, and the character of God.
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Likewise, the point of all revelation is to redeem sinful people to God. All the words of the prophets and apostles are

not to make us smart, but to get us saved and like Jesus in character and priorities. Redemption reveals. Revelation

redeems.
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Jesus is God’s full and final act of redemption and God’s full and final revelation of himself. As John Frame has written:
Nothing can be added to his redemptive work, and nothing can be added to the revelation of that redemptive work.
(Doctrine of the Word of God, p.227)
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Therefore, if we say revelation is not complete, then we automatically say the work of redemption is not complete.

Bk, doRBEMRBOTERTE, ARE R B AT AR TR LT AR

I am not saying that God no longer speaks, but we must be careful to understand how God speaks now. God still speaks
through his Son, Jesus Christ.
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Jesus still works through his finished work, and God keeps speaking through what he has already said. Hebrews 4:12
tells us: The word of God is living and active. And in 3:7 we are told that when the Scriptures are read, the Holy Spirit
speaks.
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God continues to communicate with us personally and directly, but this ongoing communication is NOT ongoing
revelation. The Holy Spirit no longer reveals new doctrines but takes everything from Christ.

AU B A A AR AR E, REMHFROELIEIRRABHOMT. RERBRTHORE, mA—W
& aAH.

In fact, it is only because the Bible is the final and complete revelation of God, that we can have this dynamic where
God can continue to speak to us today.
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The great Anglican, 18th Century preacher, George Whitfield was one of the greatest orators in the history of the world.
He named his only child John, after John the Baptist. He told a crowd on one occasion its because God had told him
that his son was going to be a great preacher.
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A few months later, his son died. In the depths of his grief, he realised that he had taken a good and natural feeling in
his heart, he wanted the world for his child, and he deified it. He thought it was God telling him something rather than
the longing of his heart.
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I am not saying that God cannot lead you through your feelings, or through impressions or impulses, but I am saying
you can’t be ever sure in that moment.
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Even if you are certain in that moment, you will still have experiences like George Whitfield. The Bible is enough.
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If you are going to have a personal relationship with someone you have to have words that you know are actually from

them. There are moments when Nat and I look at each other and we ‘wordlessly’ adore each other.
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The only reason that works is because we’ve spent 27 years of talking to each other. If we had spent 27 years just
staring at each other I’m pretty sure we would not be still together. We need words for personal relationship.
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The first dynamic of a personal relationship with God is the acceptance of the fullness and finality of the Bible. Every
single word is a word from God to you.
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But that is not all, because when we trust the Bible like that, it is not just a book of true facts like the Guinness Book of
Records.
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Have a look at Hebrews 4:12 and 13: For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword,
it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints, and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to
whom we must give account.
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God’s word is alive and active. When God speaks, action happen. His word is active. When he commands light, light
happens. If I was to say, ‘let there be light’ I then have to do something; turn on a switch or screw in a bulb.
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For God his word is his deed. His word is his power. His power operates through his word. His word is how his power
operates in our lives. Every word is personal, dynamic, penetrating just like a surgeon’s scalpel.
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I remember preparing a sermon a while ago. The passage was about judgementalism. As I was writing, I had a name
pop into my head several times. Someone who I considered had sinned against me in this way.
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Then all of a sudden, the scalpel fell, if you will, and I was convicted by the word of God for doing the exact same
thing to them. I saw the log in my own eye as I was fixated on their speck.
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It led to repentance and gratitude as I reflected on Jesus by judged and condemned for me so that there is no longer any
condemnation for those who are in Jesus.
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God speaks immediately, penetratingly, personally through his word. For this dynamic to happen in our lives we need
to accept the bad news God has to give us.
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The word of God has the power to show us things we don’t want to see or accept. No one wants to hear how self-
absorbed they are. Most of us think we are really good people, but the Bible will wipe us out on that point.

WeEERA R RMTETEAMARERRETH T, AAARBEMESE AR, KT KEZHEAHZAHA
TRAAEEMIFA, 18 (F2) & aiE—5 i rira.

If we don’t believe the Bible is enough, then that cannot happen. Any personal relationship that has ever been of any
help to me or you is one where the other person had the power to confront us.
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If we leave out of the Bible things we don’t like, how will God ever tell us something we don’t like? Every single one
of my closest friends has offended me some time. Every spouse I know had offended me some time!
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Only as we see the whole Bible as enough can that happen. However, it is only as we see the Bible as enough, accept it
fully, will we be able to accept the great things he wants to tell us.
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Until we accept the hard things, we will not be in a position to accept the great things. 1 John 3:20 says: If our hearts
condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.
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We don’t want to believe what the Bible says about how bad we are, and therefore we will never understand or believe
what the Bible says about how much we are loved.
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Unless we are willing to let the Bible tell us things about our sin we don’t want to hear, how will the Bible ever come in
and tell us we are more loved than we believe?
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The Bible is enough for a dynamic, personal, penetrating relationship with Jesus Christ if we accept it as fulfilled and
final.
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Some of us might be sitting here and thinking, I’ve read the Bible and never had what you’ve just described. Some
others know what I’m talking about, but it’s been quite a while.
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The answer to both getting it, or getting it back, is not so much getting your doctrine of the Bible straight but getting
your doctrine of Jesus Christ straight.
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The Bible is not some magical thing that if I start reading it then I will experience God’s love. To experience God’s
love, we have to understand the main message of the Bible.
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The main message is that the reason the Bible is God’s final word is because Jesus Christ in unsurpassable in the
beauty and majesty of who he is and what he did.
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He is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being. He is God’s glory in human form. This is
why what he has done for us is so life altering.
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Only as we see this God taking everything we deserve, do we see his beauty and the Bible becomes a living power in
our lives. Only as we see again and again that the perfect one with unsurpassable radiance was pierced for us, that his
word will pierce us and bring us life and radiance in him.
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