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Did anyone here go to the Sydney 2000 Olympics and see Cathy Freeman win the 400m?
BARAZAAERET 2000 FFRBEEEAHDNING « h 2 FmAF 400 AR AEE?

It used to be difficult to witness something. To be at a particular place at just the right time to
see an event. A sporting event, a celebration, or a crime..
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TV meant that we no longer had to be in the same place- we could watch the grand final or
the Olympics in real-time from the other side of the world.
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Smartphones and the internet have taken witnessing something to another level. Now,
everyone has a camera and a video camera in their pocket. Many people have dashcams in
their cars. Security cameras abound. So, not much can happen without someone recording it,
and then potentially, it goes up on the internet, and we can all witness the event, sometimes in
real time. Notwithstanding the emergence of fake news, our ability to be a witness to an event
has multiplied manifold.
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But that is just one side of witnessing. Being the observer, the one who sees an event. Acts 1
provides Jesus’ instruction to the disciples to, v8, “be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth”
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This is the other side of discipleship to simply observing what has occurred, it is passing it on.

Being a witness in the sense of telling others what you have seen and heard.
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This morning, we will see two things: First, how the first disciples were to “be witnesses” in
both the observing and telling of what they had seen and heard, And second, what does this
mean for us to be “witnesses” today?
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First, though, let's have a look at what disciples are to be witnesses of.
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Luke wrote a big chunk of the NT. He is the author of Luke’s Gospel and Acts. The end of
Luke’s Gospel overlaps with the beginning of Acts, the period from when Jesus had suffered,
died, was buried and then rose again from the grave, up until he was taken up into heaven. A
period of about 40 days.
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Luke 24 describes how, after His resurrection, Jesus met with two disciples on the road to
Emmaus and asked them about the things they had witnessed. Jesus explained to them how
He was the fulfilment of all the OT Scriptures.
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Jesus then came and appeared in the midst of the Disciples. He showed them His hands and
His feet. He ate broiled fish in their presence. We read in Luke 24:44-48,

RAAIMR B AT IR, QP ET TR FIb, g Foremrots &, &
P (F&imig5) 24:44-48 3% %),

Jesus said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then,
he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is
written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for

the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things.
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Notice the reminder to the disciples to be witnesses. Then, in Acts 1:1, Luke writes, “In my

former book, Theophilus, [that is, The Gospel according to Luke] I wrote about all that Jesus
began to do and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.”.
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But isn’t that a curious expression in vl: “all that Jesus began to do and to teach”? That
implies that Jesus will continue to “do and teach” even after his ascension into heaven. How?
Acts 1 gives us the answer.
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And we are reminded in Acts 1:3, the risen ‘Jesus then presented himself to many people
and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive’.
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For 40 days, Jesus appeared to people to confirm that he had physically and bodily risen from
the dead. They witnessed that, and in turn, they were to be witnesses of these things to others.
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Jesus also spoke to them about the “what next”. The strategic plan. Not a five-year plan, not a
fiscal, nor a governance plan. And certainly not a modest plan, but a plan entirely in accord
with God’s promises from the beginning of time. The “Jesus Plan” is about the coming of the
kingdom of God.
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On 14th Sept, we will have NSW Local Govt Elections. Candidates have been busy outlining
their plans for what they will do in their electorate if they are elected. You have no doubt been
receiving some material in your letterbox. These are often quite ambitious aims.
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But “The Jesus Plan” is on an entirely different level. Not just pertaining to one part of one
city, for a few years. But for all people in every part of the world. For all time.
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See Acts 1:4. Luke reminds us that whilst Jesus was having a meal with the disciples, he

outlined His plan. Note that it is not a suggestion; it was not something up for discussion, and

it was not to be workshopped. It was to be understood and obeyed. It was v4 a command.

Here we have what, in the first instance, seems like a very odd plan.
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In my former days, I have worked for large multinationals, including in the food industry.
When a multinational food manufacturer identifies a new product that they believe will be
marketable across the globe, they develop a plan to have that product distributed across the
planet as quickly as possible.
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I worked for the Mars Group when they were seeking to roll out Mars Ice-creams across the

world. T cannot imagine the Director of Sales and Marketing saying to his sales managers at

the meeting to discuss the strategic rollout, “Here is my plan; we have the product ready to go,
but I want you all to just wait here in Chatswood. In fact, hear me clearly: do not leave the

city. But wait.” Here, we see the stark difference between the “Jesus Plan” and the corporate

world.
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Why would Jesus give this command “to wait”?
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The answer is found in the second part of the verse. Jesus’ disciples are to trust and obey Him.
Jesus commanded them zo wait for the gift his Father had promised. The gift of the Holy
Spirit. The gift that they had heard him speak about.
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If they were to charge off seeking to fulfil the great commission of Jesus, ‘?o be his
witnesses ... to the ends of the earth’, without waiting in obedience to receive first God’s
Holy Spirit, they would be seeking to proceed only in their own strength. Relying on their
own capabilities and power. This is not the Jesus Plan. This is not what disciples are to do.
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God’s people are to obey God’s commands and to witness not in their own strength, relying
upon their own abilities, but to receive the power of the Holy Spirit.
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V5 Jesus promised them that “in a few days they would be baptised with the Holy Spirit.”
That event, which we know as Pentecost, came just ten days later. We read in Acts 2 that at
that time, the apostles were enabled to do that which was humanly speaking impossible, to
speak the gospel in many other tongues. Such that people from across the known world were
able to hear the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ in their own native language.
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The Census data says that the following languages are spoken at homes in Chatswood:
English, Mandarin, Cantonese, Korean, Japanese, and Hindi. No doubt some of you here
speak those languages. Imagine each person hearing the gospel in their native language.
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In V8, we read that Jesus promised them that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit
came upon them. The Greek word used there for power is dynamin, from which we get the
English word dynamite. Extraordinary power!
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In that extraordinary power from God they would proceed to be Jesus’ witnesses in the city of
Jerusalem, Then in the neighbouring areas of Judea and Samaria, and then ultimately fo the
ends of the earth.
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In the early chapters of Acts we see the world was coming to Jerusalem. The model was an
attractional one. People came to Mt Zion, the City of David, to the city on the hill. To the
temple. Anyone here been to Jerusalem? It is a fascinating city, though not a favoured
destination at present.
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And there in Jerusalem at the first Pentecost, people heard the Gospel. In the power of the
Holy Spirit, thousands of people heard and responded in repentance and faith. And then
returned to their nations of origin with that Gospel.
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The Copernican Revolution of global mission came a short while later. In Acts 7, we read of
Stephen’s speech to the Sanhedrin. Stephen boldly proclaimed the Gospel showing how Jesus
was the fulfilment of the OT Scriptures. It was an absolute cracker of a sermon. So good that
they decided to take Stephen on a speaking tour of all the major synagogues and stadia!
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No, that’s not what happened. After preaching an incredible sermon, they took Stephen out
and stoned him to death. Once again, this doesn’t look like much of a strategic plan- for one
of your most competent and articulate preachers to be stoned to death. And yet, we see this
was part of God’s great plan.
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We read in Acts 8:1 that on that day when Stephen was martyred, “a great persecution broke
out, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.”
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In God’s economy, the tragic martyrdom of Stephen led to the spread of the Gospel across the
known world. The model of mission moved from being a centripetal one to a centrifugal
one. The force of movement changed from being an inward movement to an outward one.
To take the Gospel to the ends of the earth.
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The church has, at times, fallen into the error of operating as if our mission mandate is
fulfilled if we simply build churches on hills. And then expect that people will come.
Building churches is, of course, important, but our mandate is to go out. To be “witnesses”.
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Q: Did the First Century disciples do that which they were instructed by God to do?
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A: We can have confidence that the disciples did what they were commanded to do, for we
are gathered here today in a place that, from a first-century Jerusalem perspective, could only
be seen as “the ends of the earth”. This has always been God’s plan. For disciples to be, v8
“witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
o RAVT AAELE, PIRFIE T AP e & 2B ER, BARMSRRELEE,
«—ﬁbéaﬂ[ﬁﬁk%’n WA BERAE, SERTHA [in |, E—ALAe933]. IR &
»k b, [ EIBBMS B LHAWIGFZ, B F|HbE, FAGLE. |

Let’s consider our context here. In Sydney 2024, we do a good job of being witnesses of
Jesus in Jerusalem and Judea, that is, to the Sydney diocese. And we do a good job of
supporting ministries like CMS (Church Missionary Society) who, take the gospel to the
‘ends of the earth’. But our “Samaria”, the 7 million people who live in the regional, rural and
remote parts of Australia, are often forgotten.
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The BCA (Bush Church Aid) mission is entirely in accord with Jesus’ mission. The BCA
strategic plan is entirely in accord with Jesus’ strategic plan. That is, to ‘go the distance” to
witness the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ to “All People”.
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Not just to support ministry in the outer suburbs of Sydney, as important as that work is. But
to take the gospel to the regional, rural, and remote parts of our wide brown land. To places
like Exmouth, Roxby Downs, Cobar and Newman, and Kununurra.
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Did you know that in BCA New South Wales/ACT, we have 10,300 supporters, brothers and
sisters in Christ, who uphold the work of BCA in prayer, using the BCA Prayer Notes?
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Last Thursday was the 29th. George and Carmel Fergusson.
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We read there, “George and Carmel are committed to preaching the Gospel and spreading the
Good News of salvation.” We might add, “to the ends of the earth”. Or to use the language of
Acts 1:8, “to our Samaria”.
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Trusting in the Holy Spirit, thousands of people pray and give regularly to support the BCA
mission. Not because it is the BCA mission per se, but because that mission is The Jesus’
Mission.
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As disciples of Jesus, our mission and our plans need to continue to be aligned with Jesus’
plan: to bring people under the sound of the Gospel. So that, people across the cities, across
Australia, and to the ends of the earth hear of the salvation that is possible only through Him.
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So, St Paul’s must continue to strategise as to how to reach the many people of Chatswood
who do not know Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. But not relying upon those clever strategies
but on the power of the Holy Spirit that the Lord promised to His followers before His
ascension.
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We’ve seen how the first disciples were to be ‘witnesses’ to the Gospel and what Jesus’
command means for us today in Chatswood. Let me finish not with the what but the why.
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Why are we to press on to seek to bring All People under the sound of the Gospel?
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The compelling reason is found in the final verse of today’s passage.
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After Jesus had given this command to witness to the world, He ascended to heaven. The
angels then gave us this reminder. Jesus is coming back!
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Why do we keep going the distance to witness the Gospel to all people? Jesus is coming back.
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Pray.
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