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THE APOSTLE PAUL is regarded as one of the most influential people in history. He is often
ranked in the top 50, 25, 10 and even 5 of the most influential people in human history.
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Paul didn’t have power. He didn’t have political power, or military might, or money, or
position, and yet he changed the lives of individuals, and even the course of human history.
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He was the most significant Christian missionary in the 1st century. How did he become so
influential, even in his own time, when he had none of the trappings of power, and the content
of the message he spread across the Roman Empire was entirely unpalatable to both Jews and
Gentile? In other words, to everyone.
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Richard Stengel was the managing editor of 7ime magazine from 2006 to 2013. In the
introduction of the magazine’s 2007 list of 100 most influential people in the world, he gives
us a clue.
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He wrote: Influence is hard to measure, and what we look for is people whose ideas, whose
example, whose talent, whose discoveries transform the world we live in. Influence is less
about the hard power of force than the soft power of ideas and example. Yes, there are
Presidents and dictators who can change the world through fiat, but we're more interested in
innovators.
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Power seeks to change people from the outside in, whereas influence changes people from the
inside out. Genuine change happens from the inside out as a person’s heart and mind are
changed.
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What we see in today’s passage is that the startling and enduring influence of the Apostle Paul
is a life of service.
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As Paul writes this defence of his ministry to the Thessalonians, he tells us three things about
how to serve each other as a church, and all people with the Gospel.
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The first thing we learn is Paul served others by loving them. Paul bound his life to the
Thessalonian church. He has so personally invested himself in them that when they are
persecuted, and struggling, and hurt, so is he.
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If we were to put money into a business venture that failed, we would lose our money. We are
bound to it. If it financially loses, we financially lose.
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Paul does the same with these Thessalonians. Paul’s investment in the Thessalonians is
remarkable. 2:17, brothers and sisters, when we were orphaned by being separated from you
for a short time (in person, not in thought).
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He was torn away from them. He was bereft of them. Orphaned. He was ripped away from
them in person but not in thought, or more literally, not in heart. The image he is
communicating is that of the death of a loved one. He has lost their presence, but his heart is
still bound to them. What he does here is so rare these days in church. We don’t often even
come with the longing expectation to see each other again each week.
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It is possible to have enduring connections with a person over a long period of time but still
have a barrier between your heart and theirs. Too often, our joy is not bound to their joy, nor
their pain to our pain. It’s much easy to provide a meal than it is to provide our hearts and
time to the afflicted individual.
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Then Paul adds, out of our intense longing we made every effort to see you. The statement
‘our intense longing’ literally means an over desire, or a strong passion. Virtually everywhere
in the New Testament it is used negatively because it is mostly translated as lust. He is so
bound to these Christians that he is lusting after their personal presence.
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There is more in vv19 & 20: For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown... Is it not you?
Indeed, you are our glory and joy.
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If their hope and joy is inhibited, so is his. Paul, and his team, are emotionally attached to
them. There’s even more in 3:8. We read in 3:1-6 that Paul sent Timothy back to find out how
they were getting on in the faith since Paul and his team had to leave Thessalonica because of

persecution.
S RACAT GG By B Ao T4 B4, Mty iy P fe T L AL RIAR T B H] . AR A4 09 B %
Bt B LR AT 3:8 PREA RS, KIE 3:1-6 32, KRB IRRE K =) L0 iF ]

09455 LB R4 AT, R 2 PR IR Fo i 6 [B] 5 B 38 F o AT R A A B AR Rk

Timothy’s report is so encouraging that Paul writes in v.8, For now we really live, since you
are standing firm in the Lord. When Paul thought it was all going wrong for them, and they
were turning away from Jesus, he was dying inside.
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The news from Timothy about their progress in the faith means he really lives. The good
report has revived him. What we are seeing here is how closely Paul has bound himself to his
fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. He loved them deeply.
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What’s interesting is Paul had only planted the church in Thessalonica a few months earlier
and had only been with them for three weeks. What Paul writes here is not the image that has
formed around Paul over the centuries.
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Paul is often thought of as cool, impersonal, judgemental. A legalist, a bigot, sexist. Someone
with a powerful intellect and strong logic but no heart or compassion. It’s not like what he
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writes here is Paul misreading the relationship. Timothy’s report back includes this: He has
told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us, just as we
also long to see you. (3 :6)
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The key to Paul’s astounding influence that saw the Thessalonians come to faith in Jesus,
through a message that made no sense, and continue on while being severely persecuted, was
clearly his life. He gave his life away to them.
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We exist in a time and culture where everything is telling us to hold ourselves back. We
protect our hearts. We don’t give away too much. We don’t invest in others, unless there is
some level of personal benefit.
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There is most likely a raft of reasons for it. Past hurt from broken relationships and marriages
make it difficult to trust and invest in others. The death of a loved one causes the heart not to
want to be hurt again. Cancel culture makes us fearful of getting too close and revealing too
much. A mobile society has taught us that people aren’t going to be in my life for too long, so
there 1s no point.
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There are so many reasons why we would want to keep our hearts to ourselves and not invest.
And so many reasons we should push against the trends of individualism, transactional
relationships, shallow interactions and isolationism. If you want to see change in your life, it
won’t come by keeping people at arms length. People don’t change, and neither do we, unless
we invest in others by giving ourselves away

AMARSZEHEEROBELRAAZET ., AMNEARSEHRZHRFBALL. X
LA, RENEH IR T RGBT W RREEIN LAY, BRARFERRE
EERM . AR, AMETEHE, RIEXRMITEH B TRZET AR-RAL

SPEAK THE TRUTH K %

Giving himself to the Thessalonians was not the only aspect of Paul’s service and remarkable
influence. He gave away his heart, but he also spoke the truth. This is very interesting.
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Paul is obviously emotionally connected from them. He has given his heart to them. He
wasn’t disconnected from their lives. That alone is not enough to explain the remarkable
influence of his life. If that was it, we could conclude he was emotionally reliant upon them
to pump up his fragile ego. He loved them and served them in the hope of receiving from
them something he needed.
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We see here, Paul gives them his heart and life and speaks the truth. That is how he served
them, and the secret of his great influence. Versel0: Night and day we pray most earnestly
that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith.
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New Testament scholar Leon Morris says the statement what is lacking means ‘deficiency’ or
‘shortcoming.” He wrote: In spite of his great enthusiasm for the spiritual achievement of
these converts, Paul recognises that they come short of what they should be. (1 and 2
Thessalonians, Tyndale p.75) Paul is saying, my heart burns to see you so I can address your
shortcomings. How would you receive a letter like that?
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Paul hasn’t loved them in the hope they will love him back. His giving of himself isn’t hiding
a deeper motive of hoping to get their approval and affirmation. He isn’t afraid to bring
criticism. He isn’t afraid to bring truth. To call them to take their next steps. To live what they
believe.
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Crucially though, he isn’t just speaking his truth to them. Back in 2:13 he is thankful because
the Thessalonians: received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not
as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who
believe.
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The late theologian JI Packer wrote that preaching “is the event of God bringing to an
audience a Bible-based, Christ-related, life-impacting message of instruction from himself
through the words of a spokesperson.”
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The preacher doesn’t bring a message about God; God brings a message through a preacher.
Every time the church gathers under God’s word; we experience a word-mediated encounter
between our souls and the living God.
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Paul gave his life to them and spoke the truth of God’s word to them for their progress in
holiness and joy in Jesus Christ. He wasn’t seeking to transfer information; the goal was
transformation. Bringing God’s word to bear for progress. Paul is modelling a rare balance.
Some have a natural disposition towards kindness, gentleness, love, and compassion. In our
desire to love people we find it hard to point out the shortcomings with the truth of God’s
word. We can see error and bad behaviour but say nothing. Quick on compassion but slow on
assessment.
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Others have a natural disposition towards logic, facts, arguments, truth, theology, but much
slower on love. Quick on assessment but slow on compassion. This is my natural bent. All of
us fall in one direction or the other. Love without truth and truth without love are both
distortions and neither of them bring about change in our life, or the life of others.
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One of the greatest examples for me, and challengers to change, has been the famous English
pastor John Newton of Amazing Grace fame. He was a former slave trader. A cruel man who
met Jesus. As a pastor he was described by some as having a theological backbone of steel,
but a heart of tenderness like a field of clover. He did not shrink back from proclaiming the
truth of God’s word, but it came from a heart, and life and actions of compassion for all
people.
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[ want to be more like him, and I want us to be this kind of church. A church that gives itself
in love for the joy of all people, while speaking the truth of the gospel.
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The final thing we notice about how Paul served others, is he had a clear vision for all people.
All his loving and truth speaking had a goal. 2:19-20, For what is our hope, our joy, or the
crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not
you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy.
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When he writes you are our glory and joy, he means they did him credit. It means they were
clearly the product of his life and teaching but also validate his service of them.
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As 1 said last week, we know it is important for the preacher/pastor to have a life that is in
sync with the message they preach. Belief and behaviour must be aligned. I wonder if you’ve
thought about how you reflect the gospel that is preached week in and week out here at St
Paul’s?
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When someone new walks in amongst us do you silently hope that today is a good day, and

nothing goes wrong, and preacher makes sense, and the music is good. Do you ever think that

maybe people aren’t just looking at the preacher, they are looking at the congregation too? Do

their lives reflect the priority of the gospel message?
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This is what Paul is saying here. There is a sense where a congregation is the minister’s glory
and joy. Why should a person listen to and honour the gospel if the church community
doesn t reflect it?
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Paul is also saying something more than that. He is saying that he, and his team, live because
the Thessalonians stand firm in the Lord. Remarkable! Paul gives them his life and God’s
word for their progress in the faith. He is so bound up in their life that if they are not
progressing, he is dying.
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There is nothing more discouraging to a minister of the word, nothing more draining, than to
preach your heart out week after week, year after year, and see no change. I read during the
week a sermon that Charles Spurgeon once preached on just 3:8: For now we really live,
since you are standing firm in the Lord.
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He said to his church, / live by your spiritual joy. I suffocate under your spiritual indifference.
I choke to death on your spiritual misery. I am tied to you, I cant help it.
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This is why Paul calls the Thessalonians his joy and glory. His service of them, his vision for
them, to not just to start as Christians but to make progress in the faith in such a way that they
cross the finish line.
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It’s there at the end of v19: For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will
glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when_he comes.
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Paul is referring to the future when Jesus Christ breaks back into human history at the end of
time as we know it. Paul vision for the Thessalonians to be his crown on that day.
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He says the same thing at the end of chapter 3: May he strengthen your hearts so that you
will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus
comes with all his holy ones.
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Notice the word blameless. Paul uses the same word in Ephesians 5 where he writes to
husbands: Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up
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for her to make her holy...to present her to himself as a radiant church...holy and
blameless.
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This passage isn’t just about ministers and the relationship with their church. This is about all
relationships. It’s remarkable that Paul connects the relationships in the church to that of
marriage.
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Christian relationships have the same purpose, commitment and goal that Christian marriage
i1s built on...a commitment to the final glory of each other. Why would Paul serve the
Thessalonians like this? Why Give himself away? Why risk speaking the truth of God’s word
when it has cost him so much?
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Paul’s life of service is love and truth was not a principle or an ideal. It was not his natural
disposition. He wasn’t a sucker for punishment. He didn’t have a victim mentality. It’s what
Jesus Christ had done for him. At the beginning of chapter 3 Paul talks about his loss and pain
and risk in sending Timothy back to the Thessalonians to strengthen and encourage them in
their faith, in the hope they would not be lost to him.
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Timothy is so dear to Paul. In 1 Timothy 1:2 he calls him my true son in the faith. His love
for the Thessalonians caused Paul to send Timothy, his true son in the faith. In doing this he is
reflecting the gospel that save him. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16).
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It’s this sending of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, as a sacrifice for the sin of humanity, that
changed everything for Paul. Hebrews 12 says that Jesus is the author and perfecter of our
faith. Jesus has lived the life of trust in God we should have lived, and he died the death we
should have died because we have failed to do it.
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As Jesus was crucified, his enemies mocked his claim to be the King of all Kings by making
a crown of thorns and put it on his head. The King of the universe, the one who owns
everything, the one who flung the stars into space and put the planets in their orbit,
surrendered his hands and feet to nails. He lay aside his power and glory crown. Why?
Hebrews 12 says it was because OF THE JOY THAT WAS SET BEFORE HIM.
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The joy that was before him, his vision, his goal, his aim, was to bring us back to God
blameless and holy. He gave away his life with joy so that we might receive forgiveness, his
approval, the presence of his Holy Spirit, eternal life, and a crown that will never perish or
spoil.
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Jesus had a vision for what Paul could be at the throne of God. Paul had a vision of what the

Thessalonians could be at the throne of God. Our vision for each other 1s what we could be at
the throne of God.
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Paul’s joy and goal is their final glory. He is so filled with joy that they are making progress,
and he longs to see them take their next steps. 3:12 is his prayer for the Thessalonians. It is a
summary of his service of them, and he prayers they will do the same for each other...

PREE LI AIZREMREGRE., ARMAEE S nABELER, 2BEA
BAAE L T —F, 3:12 REE AMWBE R ZREE, E2IRFWEBE R2Z
P DR T R = R RGN 18 02 oF .92 oY =

May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else,
just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and
holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy
ones.
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