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Created for Relationship % M 1% 7z 8% £)/1&

Genesis £]# 3 1:26-27 & 2:18-25
USED 4% A: Steve Jeffrey, 27th October 2024 F 10 A 27 H

The seventeenth-century mathematician and philosopher Sir Isaac Newton had a miniature
mechanical replica of our solar system in his study. It had a large ball in the middle
representing the Sun and all the other planets in their place, each attached with rods. It was all
geared with gears and belts to make it all move around the Sun in its correct place.
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One day, a friend visited Newton while he was working on the model. His friend, marvelling
at the model, said, “My, Newton, what an exquisite thing! Who made it?”
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Newton replied, ‘Nobody.” ‘Nobody?’ his friend asked. ‘That’s right! All of these balls and
clogs and belts and gears just happened to come together, and wonder of wonders, by chance,
they began revolving in their set orbits and with perfect timing.”
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Newton was making a point. The existence of the machine, a perfectly ordered machine,
presupposed a maker, and even more so, the earth and its perfectly ordered solar system.
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If you have just joined us this term, we are working our way through the early chapters of the
book of Genesis. It lays out for us the beginning of creation. We see that the Christian
teaching on Creation is very different from any other religion or philosophical system. More
significantly, these chapters give us the beginning of the doctrine of God. They reveal who
God is, what he is like, and, therefore, who we are.
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One of the key differences we’ll see today between the Biblical idea of a creator God and all
other views is in the whole realm of relationships. There are three things I want us to see this
morning.
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WE NEED RELATIONSHIPS & 1147 & -2 Bl 1%

At every step of God’s creation, we read, ‘He created’. However, when he creates humanity,
there is a shift. It says, “Let us” make man in our image and likeness.
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This is the earliest glimpse of the Christian teaching on the tri-unity of God. The one God is
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It’s profound that in the creation of humanity, his plurality is
brought out.
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St Augustine said that the Trinity is the only version of God and the ultimate reality that has
a personal relationship at the heart of it. Only the God of Christianity is a community. God is
a self-sufficient, self-sustaining community. Three persons delighting in and loving each other.
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If God was a singular being, then love and relationship are secondary. It would be derived
from, not the core of who he is.
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Only in the Trinity do we see personal relationships as primary. They are not a means to an
end. Relationships are at the centre of life and reality.
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This is the only way we can come to terms with 2:18, The LORD God said, “It is not good
for the man to be alone. Everything up to this point in creation has been declared as being
good.
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This is the first time in the creation account that we read NOT GOOD.
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There is something ‘not good” about Adam. It’s not a design flaw. God didn’t make a mistake.
Adam is in paradise, and still, something is missing.
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The missing piece is that humanity is made in the image of God, who is an ‘us’, not a ‘me’.
Adam was made in the image of an eternal community. He was created for community.
Personal relationships are the essence of our humanity.
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We need relationships because we were made in the image of an us.
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Being made in the image of an us God, a God of community, what kind of relationships do
we need?
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The first is a deep relationship with God. Genesis 1:26 needs to be read in conjunction with
two other creation accounts in the Bible. One is Proverbs 8. In Genesis 1, God’s word creates,
but in Proverbs 8, God’s wisdom, his word, is personified.
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This is what God’s word, his wisdom, says: I was there when he set the heavens in place,
when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, when he established the clouds
above and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, when he gave the sea its boundary so
the waters would not overstep his command, and when he marked out the foundations of
the earth. Then I was constantly at his side. I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing
always in his presence, rejoicing in his whole world and delighting in mankind. (Proverbs
8:27-31)
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Proverbs 8 is a poetic personification of the Word of God in the creation account.
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The other creation account where we see the personification of the Word of God is John 1,
but in John 1, the Word is a divine person — Jesus Christ.
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This 1s how John puts it. I’ll stick together the key verses...In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made...
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory
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of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth... grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who
is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. (John
1:1-3, 14, 17-18)

KRB, RO EE LA —A .- xﬁﬁi,?ﬁi%ﬁé H AL
Ho BHLAIRLEFR L. BYHIEEF MR, B —HEREBEF 4G, -H
TW#,ﬁéﬁﬁ%ﬁ,ffﬁﬁ%ﬁw#ﬁﬁﬂ,ﬁﬁéﬂﬁﬁ#%f,iixﬁ
— B FlIRHA - BHFo LIEWE B KT REG, RRRAFALBEF, REALX
REF—I98 FHrEFHEL, (Y3h4F 1:1-3,14,17-18)

The picture of Proverbs 8 and John 1 is one of closeness, intimacy, delight and love. In
creation, the Father and Son and Spirit were wrapped up in love and delight and enjoyment in
each other...and in humankind!
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The word delight in Proverbs 8 means ‘to dance’. To frolic. The creation of humanity is a
community event. Creation flows out of delight and love. Loving and being loved. Knowing
and being known and enjoying and being enjoyed.
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God says let’s make humanity in our image that they might give what we are able to give
each other. Let’s make them capable of entering our delight...or dance.
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This i1s what we were created for, and it is nothing like what the average person thinks
religion or Christianity is.
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The second relationship we need is deep unity with another human being.
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Back to 2:18 again, The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.
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God created in us such a deep need for human relationships that not even paradise itself can
satisfy it.
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God has ordained that many of the things he wants to give us and show us can only come
through other people. The implications of this are huge.
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The first huge implication is the opposite of everything we hear in our society day by day.
The message of our culture is that the great life, the garden of Eden, a life of pleasure and
beauty and plenty, only comes about if we put relationships on the back burner for years.

F—RERNEREXRMAFELAGFIRIG— iR, KM TAFZHHLE,
AABRMEARMGHMESF, TRETARRNAE, FaBE, k&, xEFEEH
i;é—o

If you want to be successful, then you have to move around and take up every opportunity
that will see you rise. The cost is no real stable friendships. On top of that, you have to put so
much time into establishing yourself that you won’t see much of your family.
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Paradise was only paradise because of who was there, not what was there. Satisfaction in life
will only come with putting personal relationships as the highest priority.
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The second huge implication is that we cannot know God or grow to be like him without
community. We can’t be more wise, loving, courageous, joyful, and stable without the
community of God and his people.

FBE RS RA, WwRAAAFE, KMHELEZRLFIRE LB, R
AR Lf Ao T RO, RS TREFEZAYF., RARS, FH, FLFIEL

We can’t know who we are supposed to be or grow into it without community. In our modern
individualistic society, we don’t like accountability, guard our privacy, or hold a commitment
to groups at arm’s length.
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We want to control our journey. We prefer friendships that don’t challenge, stretch, or cost too
much. What we all need is a community in our lives that has the freedom to tell us who we
really are.
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Hebrews 3:13, encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of
you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.
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The first premise in that verse is that we need to have people who see us so often that they see
who we really are. Not just people who check in occasionally or whom you message over the
internet.
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The second premise is that we must share who we really are, and they have permission to
speak into our lives about the stuff they see. Without this kind of community, we don’t know
who we are. We can’t see ourselves.
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Have you ever had the experience of listening to a recording of yourself and thinking, “That
doesn’t sound like me.” Yes, it does! We can’t hear it, but that is what others hear clearly.
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We look at a photo of ourselves and say something like, “Oh, that is a terrible photo of me, |
look terrible”, and our friends go quiet because that is how we look.
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We need a community to know ourselves. If we are trying to find God and grow to be like
him as an individual, then we can’t just attend church and classes. We need to be known by
people who love us, affirm us, confront us, challenge us, and care for us. We have to create
that group of people ourselves by being that to them.
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If you are not in a group, you are not really in the church. We cannot know God individually.
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In his book The Four Loves, CS Lewis has a chapter on friendship. Lewis was one of three
co-best friends: Lewis, Ronald, and Charles. Tragically, Charles died.
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As grieved as Lewis was, he thought to himself, at least I've got Ronald. He assumed he
would now be closer to Ronald because he would have MORE of Ronald now.
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As the weeks and months went by after Charles died, Lewis discovered that this wasn’t the
case. He discovered he actually had LESS of Ronald. He realised that there was a side of
Ronald that he could bring out.
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It takes a community to really know a person because no individual is enough to draw the
whole person out. People are too complex and deep.
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It’s the same with Jesus. We get to know Jesus better together. The deeper we get into the
spiritual life of friends, the deeper we will get into Jesus together, and the deeper our unity
and love as a family.
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The third relationship we need is with people who are different to us. When we read Genesis
2, we think it is all about marriage and sex.

RIVE R0 R AL R RBEREKMAR G A LBFR. & &IH (AlE) F 2 FiF,
AV A AL AR B A ABHR Fer 1

It does say a lot about sex, gender, and marriage. But I don’t want us to miss the forest for the
trees.
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When Adam had this deep relational need, God brought him Eve. Does it mean that we must
be married to have our deep relational needs met? Of course not!
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In 1 Corinthians 7 and Ephesians 5, we see that the Christian faith affirms singleness as a
viable lifestyle. It’s unique in that. According to Ephesians 5, Jesus is the ultimate spouse and
brother.
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The Bible does not say that unless you are married, you can’t have your deepest relational
needs met.
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God brought Adam the animals, and they weren’t enough. Nor does God bring Adam another
bloke. So, is the Bible against pets and men having friends? Not at all.
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God brings someone mysterious to Adam. God doesn’t get him someone just like him. Step
back and look at the general issue. God has created us to find our relational needs met also by
people who are not like us.
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We all need people on the other side of the racial, gender, temperament, and class barriers.
Adam gets a woman. God brings him someone equal to him but different to him. Someone
mysterious, hard to get to know, someone who is going to stretch him and get him to see
things differently.
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There is a keyword here, the word helper. The word helper in this verse does not mean
someone to take care of washing, cooking, shopping, cleaning, and raising children.
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The word ‘help’ in the Bible is mostly used of God. God helps those who are different and in
need. Helper here means Eve has stuff that Adam doesn’t have, and he needs help. Adam and
Eve are complimentary.
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The implication is that we all need to have a deep community with people on the other side of
the barrier.
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There is a key to these relationships flourishing that Adam and Eve had in the Garden that we
do not, which is why our relationships are far from ideal today.
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Adam sees Eve, and he says, v.23: This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she
shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.
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The word now there is the Hebrew word for ‘finally’. Adam is saying, “At last”. It’s a word
of finality and contentment. This is not like most of our relationships.
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Often superficial in the modern world. Sometimes abusive. Even the best ones can break
down. Adam and Eve had something in the Garden of Eden that we have lost, but something
we can get back through Jesus Christ.
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The key to all great relationships is v.25: Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt
no shame. The issue here is transparency. There is no hiding. There is no personal spin or
control of an image to project a different person.
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They weren’t afraid of exposure, being explored or judged. They were unashamed. They were
comfortable in their own skin. This is what we all need — to be known and loved.
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We need to be naked, totally known, and yet unashamed, totally loved. We can’t get it. Too
many think they can get love, acceptance, and admiration if they try to be someone they are
not.
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That is why we work so hard at hiding all our flaws...pride, selfishness, ignorance, anxiety. If
we are truly known, we are ashamed, or we can be loved but not truly known.
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Why is it so? The short story is about the moment Adam and Eve rejected their relationship
with God, shame-filled their lives, and they had to be covered up.
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Deep down, all of us know there is something wrong with us, and so we spend our lives
covering it up. We are made in the image of a community God who, for all eternity, have
known each other totally, completely, and loved each other totally, completely. We were made
in their image to enjoy it and mirror it.
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We desperately need that more than anything else. For instance, when someone who doesn’t
know you says to you, ‘I’ve never met a finer human being’, you go” Whatever!’.
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If, on the other hand, that is said to be someone who knows the truth about you through and
through, that is a very different experience! That deeply impacts you because that is what we
were made for.
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What we need to know is that on the cross, Jesus Christ was crucified naked...they gambled
for his clothes. It was the ultimate shame and humiliation.
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He did it because he loves us. Our God looked deep into our hearts and saw all the mess we
had created for ourselves because we had rejected our relationship with him. He saw all that
we should be ashamed of, but he loved us anyway.
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Jesus Christ, the much loved and perfect Son of God, became naked. He experienced the
shame so that we, the shame-worthy, might be truly loved.
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He did it to pay for our sins against God. When we come to him and trust in him, his
nakedness becomes our cover in such a way that we can be naked and unashamed before our
Creator God. Through Jesus Christ, we are totally known and fully unconditionally loved.
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Let’s take his sacrifice for us into the middle of our lives, his love and approval and
acceptance. We actually have the power to be vulnerable and transparent in our relationships
because we don’t need anyone’s approval.
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This is the key to having the relationships that we were created for and getting back in Jesus
Christ.
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