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A Time for Glory %38 #9 & %1

John ##448F 17:1-26
Janet Schorer 25Aug2024 5+ 8 A 25 H

If you have been with us for the past few weeks, we have been working through this section
of the gospel of John.
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Last week, Nick spoke to us about the deep sense of belonging that Jesus imparted to his
disciples, a connection derived from God that would sustain them when they scattered, in
their doubts and in the difficult days that lay ahead for them.
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The chapters we have examined over these weeks all take place in a 4 & 5-hour conversation
between Jesus and His disciples over a meal. It commences in chapter 13, with Jesus washing
his disciple's feet.
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Chapter 17 draws this time to a conclusion. Jesus' main concern is that the Father should be
glorified in the fulfilment of God's plan, including the call on the lives of people to trust in
Him. The chapter is the last before Jesus is arrested, tried and crucified.
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This was an experience of Jesus the disciples had not had, and throughout these chapters, we
have a real sense of the emotion, the grief and the fear that they might have felt. It’s one of
the most intimate moments in Jesus’ ministry.
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Jesus has compressed into this time some of the most confronting, challenging and
comforting words these men would hear. They have asked questions and listened; I can
imagine them being emotionally and physically exhausted.
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This scene, for me, is like we are standing at the window, watching quietly, noses pressed
against the glass, straining to hear, and realising that we are witness to something of profound
impact on these men, then to realise that Jesus is also talking to us.
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Jesus has spoken to them about where He is going, that He must go, and they will remain and
be scattered. He promises His Spirit, the Counsellor, will come to continue to reveal the truth
to them and the world and to bring glory to God. We heard last week from Nick, that Jesus
assures the disciples that they will continue to belong to Him after he is gone.
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At the end of this meal, Jesus turns to prayer.
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It’s a prayer that gives us deep insights into the heart of Jesus and His desires for His
followers. It’s a personal conversation with the Father that he opens up for His disciples to
hear and experience. This is the only time in the Bible where we get a glimpse of the prayer
of one person of the Trinity to another. We are invited into the intimate fellowship between
Father and Son.
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There are three parts to Jesus’ prayer - for Himself, for the disciples and for those in the
church who would believe. Let’s start with the first prayer in verse 1.
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1. Jesus’ prayer for Himself I3k % B €. #4824 (John #3485 17:1-5)

Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.
X, WRET, BIRRIEMRGET, #ETFEREN;

This request for glorification is not rooted in selfish ambition but in fulfilling His divine
purpose. He lifts His eyes to heaven, the posture for prayer for a Jew, but it says so much
more about the disciples in the room with Him about the relationship between Son and Father.
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Jesus' prayer conveys to God that He has done what God has asked, He has completed the

mission and brought glory to God, and seeks that God would continue to glorify Him as He

faces the cross.
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Jesus understands that the hour has come for Him to complete His mission on earth through
His death and resurrection. This is something that he has spoken openly about in other
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accounts, making clear that the timing and His purpose on earth are not of His choosing but
God’s.
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Earlier in his ministry, when at the wedding in Cana, Jesus responds to His mother's request
for Him to intervene by saying in John 2 verse 4, ‘My hour has not yet come.’
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Later in John chapter 7 verse 8, his brothers urged Him to go into Jerusalem. He refused
because His hour had not yet come.
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Jesus knew that the timing of the plan was God’s to decide. His purpose on earth was to bring
God glory.
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In verses 2 and 3, Jesus repeats that His purpose is connected to eternal life:
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For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those
you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
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Jesus makes it pretty simple here. Eternal life isn’t something that starts when we die. It 1sn’t
something we have to search for in a quest through Mordor or spend our lives trying to be
good to achieve. Eternal life is for all who know the one true God and His Son Jesus. Jesus is
telling them that it starts now.
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Verse 3 assures us today that when we come to know God and his Son, we start to experience
the things of heaven. Heaven is, after all, about the presence of our Heavenly Father. The
more we know Jesus, the more we experience what heaven will be like.
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These verses are the gospel if you are looking for a simple way to remind yourself or explain
to someone. Jesus' prayer for Himself tells the disciples and us the good news or eternal life
God has gifted to us by grace and which we receive by faith.
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Separation from God is the essence of what we see and continue to experience from the
consequences of sin in our lives and the world. Jesus' prayer for Himself makes clear that His
purpose was restoring that relationship, and it is the core of eternal life now. He reverses the
effects of sin so that we can know God through His son.
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In this first prayer, Jesus shows that eternal life is something given by and from God, along
with the knowledge of God. This assurance is that faith is not a leap into nothing; after all,
faith is to believe in something.
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2. Jesus Prays for His Disciples &% % #6689 11 £ &4 (John #3455 17:6-19):

Next, Jesus shifts His focus to His disciples, praying for their protection, sanctification, and
unity. Jesus desires that God would accomplish His plan through the mission and ministry
and these men.
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In the context of the room he is in, alongside the disciples, Jesus makes it clear that they are
God's people. He has called them; they are dependent on Him, and they belong to God, as we
see in verse 6, given to Jesus. Jesus makes clear that God has been made known to them, and
they have received that message.
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In verses 7 and 8, Jesus prays,
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Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the
words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you,
and they believed that you sent me.
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Here, Jesus intercedes for the disciples, he is representing their fledgling belief to God so that
he might protect and preserve them. It is evident that despite their human frailty, the apostles
have accepted what Jesus has told them, they believe, and they have acted on what they have
heard. They might still have lots of questions, and they might not understand it all, but they
trust and they believe.
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In verse 9, we read
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I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they
are yours.
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Why wouldn’t Jesus pray for the world? It feels a bit uncomfortable and perhaps counter to
the image we might have of Jesus. He doesn’t pray a blanket, love to all prayer. He
deliberately prays for those who have been chosen.
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Jesus does pray for the lost in other gospel records, such as in Luke 23:34, where he prays for
the lost, and later in this chapter, we find Jesus praying for ‘those who will believe in me’, for
those not yet Christians. But here, he is specifically focused on his disciples, his chosen few,
in his final time with them.
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Those Jesus is praying for have ‘come to know in truth’ that Jesus came from God, and they
have believed that the Father sent Jesus.
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Jesus prays for the disciples' protection, and it is, from verse 11, ‘the power of your name,
the name you have given me’ that has covered them. In verse 12, he acknowledges that His
presence has provided a level of protection for them; once he departs, this will change. He
knows all too well what they will face. He prays for their protection or for God to keep them.
We know that this doesn’t mean the disciples have easy lives, in fact, the opposite. They will
continue to face persecution and ultimately lose their lives.
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Jesus' prayer that they will be protected or kept is more about guarding their hearts, opening
them up to the full understanding of God’s work for them, and bringing them joy (v 13). This
1s about perseverance, peace that transcends understanding, a wisdom about what they will
face that gives rise to joy.
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Jesus concludes this prayer in verses 17 to 19:
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Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent
them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
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Jesus prays that God will sanctify the disciples, which means to set them apart, in this case,
for God’s mission and purpose. Given the opposition and the hate the disciples will be facing,
it perhaps wouldn’t be surprising if Jesus wanted them to flee, isolate, and give themselves a
safe haven. But this isn’t what Jesus asks because He knows the reality of the spiritual battle
they face. He also knows that the plan God has is for them to take the good news to the end of
the earth.
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He acknowledges that the world will hate them because they do not belong to the world, just
as He does not. Jesus does not ask the Father to take them out of the world but to protect them
from the evil one and to sanctify them by the truth of God’s Word.
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Jesus’ prayer for His disciples highlights the importance of spiritual protection and growth.
As believers, we are called to live in the world but not be of the world. We must rely on God's
Word and His Spirit to keep us holy and set apart for His purposes.
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3. Jesus Prays for the church &k %4 &8 # % (John 4 #43-F 17:20-26):

Finally, Jesus extends His prayer beyond His immediate disciples to include all who will
believe in Him through their message.
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This is where looking in that window, listening intently, we hear our name, and our ears prick
up. Jesus is talking to us.
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He prays for the unity of all believers that they may be one as He and the Father are one. This
unity is not just for the sake of harmony but serves a greater purpose: to show the world that
the Father sent Jesus and to reveal God’s love. Unity is also a safeguard for believers in
facing the challenges and opposition of this world that would seek to divide, distract from
God's purpose and discourage.
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Verses 20 and 21 say, “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will
believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in
me and I am in you.”
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These verses aren’t about denominations or different churches.
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Unity means something different here. Twice, Jesus speaks of belief; this is the foundation of
unity, grounded in Christ and his mission. This is a unity that we see between the Father and
the Son, a unity of purpose and intention. At its heart for us is the unity of ‘those who will
believe in me through the message’, which we read in verse 20.
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The unity of believers is a powerful testimony to the world. Our love and unity reflect the
love of God and the truth of the Gospel. This unity is not uniformity but oneness in purpose,
mission, and love.
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We should actively seek to promote unity within the body of Christ, working together despite
our differences to fulfil the mission of spreading the Gospel. This prayer also challenges us to
live in such a way that our unity becomes a visible witness to the world.
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Jesus concludes this prayer in verses 25 and 26, saying.
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“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that
you have sent me.26I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known
in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
EBGXT, BAR G BHAR, AIPBHMf, ELEALIERMEARE) KECEM
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Jesus' final prayer is that the world would know God through Him and those who believe, the
Spirit continue to make Jesus known. We get a strong sense of belonging, the connection
Nick spoke about last week, that is deeply anchored in the love God has for His son and He
for us.
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And so, we step back from the window, and wonder what do we make of it all? What’s our
next step?
Bk, KMREGANRE—T, EhlXMNZHE—TER? MG T—FLH4E?

Firstly, Jesus' prayer is a powerful model for us. It’s a model for prayer, for how we pray,
when we pray and what we pray. He prays for God’s purposes, His plan and His glory.
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His prayer for the disciples models for us how we pray for ourselves, for each other, where
our identity is anchored, and for protection by His name from the opposition in this world.
And that we can pray with confidence, as we have a sure hope in belonging to Jesus, in
remaining in Him.
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It’s also a model for how we pray through our lives, our lives together as believers and how
we pray for our mission. We don’t know, as Jesus did, who His believers will be; our prayer is
that as much of the world as possible can be reached with the gospel before Jesus returns.
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Secondly, Jesus' prayer reminds us of the assurance, joy and purpose we find in the gospel.
Jesus' desire is for His followers to know they are connected to the Father, loved, protected,
and set apart. In Him, we have eternal life, not by anything we have done, but because of
God’s purpose which he fulfilled. In the familiar verses from earlier in John chapter 3,
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
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As someone who has been following Jesus for most of my life, the simplicity of the gospel
has spoken to my heart more times than I can remember. The simplicity of what we read in
verse 3, ‘Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom you have sent.’ is that all we must do is believe. Knowing God and believing in Him is
enough, and on hard days, sometimes that’s all we have.

& AH— B — A& KI5 0F M AR IEIRARAGA, BT 00 M B R H R SRFHRES B K
RAAT RMEF 3 HP RGN EREE [ BB Mf— B — 89 A AP, FHBH
HAERGGTFHERE, ERHAEAKL, | RITEMOHAZ. AR BEHAEAT,
ARIEE B TA2, AIFEHLRMPTEA G —D1,

Perhaps today the world feels like its weighing heavy on you today. Let me encourage you to
turn to Jesus and open your bible. Read this prayer again for yourself and ask the Spirit to
speak quietly to your heart to comfort and assure you.
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If you are someone who doesn’t know Jesus yet.

Jo PARE AR HIR A
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Finally, Jesus’ prayer is that the world might believe because of the unity and testimony of
those who would come to believe through the disciples.
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This is about unity of purpose and intention, bringing glory to God and pointing people to
Him. The basis for unity is the gospel, bringing together cultures, ages, perspectives, and
backgrounds. Unity is to be celebrated, nurtured, and worked on. It’s an active thing. It's hard
work because we are different; it means praying together, meeting together to read the Bible
and sharing your life with people who encourage you (shout out to my community group, and
if you aren’t in one, talk to someone today and give it a try).
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BRI EENFER. BARMYG A —ARE ARSI/, & &RF R,
—ALPR R, BEIBARGAS FHRGLES (R DEAG R H Nk, W RIEKS
HAEAT N, A REEXALKEEX—T)o

This is why our vision is to treasure Jesus together for God's glory and the joy of all people.
It’s important that we have the gospel at the centre and that we are founded in the Truth.
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It is also our responsibility to share our message, even though it is God who is sovereign in
salvation. Our job is to tell the gospel, speak it, live it, and God will take care of the rest.
DFERMGE LLLRMGTAE, AW ERE LBEAES & LM T4, MWL
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Theologian and writer Martyn Lloyd-Jones says:
WERERELRT HREHAIR:

‘... to us is given the privilege and responsibility of being the representatives of the Son of
God in this world. We stand for Him, people judge Him by what they see in us, and they ... do
so because we are the ones through whom and in he is glorified’.
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Jesus' prayer tells us that if you want to know God, then get to know Jesus. He shows the

Father to us. And by His Spirit, He continues to make God known throughout the world. The

love that God has for His Son is the love that we have through faith in Christ. Connected,

protected, invested. What love, and what glory.

PR 0975 55 3F R, 4o BARBAEAM, HARBIHK, ROERMETT AL, #£F

Mty E, WEFR LA WHRLTHE, RAKMEAFEATRFRGE,
B sk, ARE. Mk, THFAE, THFRE,

10


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

