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The Gospel & Deception 755 FZX: 5%

2 Thessalonians T3 % R4 & 2
USED 1% A : 28th September 2025 F 9 A 28 H

The nature and timing of the second coming of Jesus have been a topic of concern for
Christians for nearly 2000 years. Various individuals and groups have made attempt to predict
the timing.
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The most recent prediction was this past week. A South African pastor claimed in a YouTube
video in June this year that the rapture, the coming of Jesus and the beginning of the end,
would occur on 23rd September. Although, it may have been anytime between 23rd and 25th
September due to time zone differences.
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“Rapture Tok” is a corner of TikTok filled with videos of content creators who genuinely
believe Jesus was coming back this month. Many of the videos are surprisingly practical to
take careful steps to ensure that their anticipated disappearance will not leave a mess behind.

[ A3 | A#HF LG —EEM, 2@ KT NEBER ORI, I ARHA1Z IR
BAAGHR. #EHAMRGFEHRTH, REAMZELITE, ERMEMRRY
HRIEE THEMTRIE,

Some are selling their cars, homes, quitting jobs, and even applying for ‘eternity leave’ from
their employers. Others are stockpiling survival kits, leaving Bible’s with marked passages,
and unlocking their mobile phones for their loved ones who will miss out. Unsure if their
dogs will join them, some planned for their furry friends to be cared for.
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This has sparked a lot of ridicule and comedy. One poster laments the timing of the rapture as
the day before pay day and a whole month of work was for nothing. Another posted it would
make rent more affordable for those left behind. Others offered advised Christians to wear
new and clean underwear so those left behind do not have to pick up your tatty and dirty
underwear.
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Some pranksters have tried to trick their Christian housemates and family by leaving piles of
clothes randomly on the floor and hiding to make them think that they, the Christian, have
missed out.

— S BAR R K E KT R B HE A REA, # 3 3R O RIRE AR
Lt B TAR, EAM], AREEER, BAHATHATHRE.

Quite a lot of ink has been spilled on these verses in 2 Thessalonians over the past 200 years.
They have sparked much debate about the return of Jesus. This has often produced confusion,
hysteria, heresy, and discouragement.
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This chapter is one of the most difficult, if not the most difficult, of the entire New Testament
to interpret. That means we need to be careful of how we read these verses.

B REANORE T RIMETH L —, £ETURRRIMEN —F, & &%
% AN B AR S I8 L

!

ol

All of us come to passages like this with either a relatively blank slate or with a fervent
theological system that we expect Thessalonians to fit into.
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The key to this chapter is focussing on the bits we can be certain of, rather than speculate on
what we can not know, even if that is what we might want to know.
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THE PROBLEM OF DECEPTION #; 5% &9 1 42

The first thing we can be certain of is, Paul writes, so the Thessalonians, and us, are not
unsettled or alarmed by wrong thinking. False teaching rocks faith and diminishes hope.
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The second half of v1: we ask you, brothers and sisters, not to become easily unsettled or
alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or
by letter...
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The particular false teaching that has rocked their faith is in v.1, concerning the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him (v.1).
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This is a massive topic. Paul has already taught and written to the Thessalonians about the
second coming of Jesus in his first and now his second letter. All of this teaching is to instil
future hope so as to live confidently for Jesus now.
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But have their hopes been dashed? What is unsettling and alarming them, according to v3, is
teaching is circulating that they have missed it - the day of the Lord has already come.
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If they have missed the coming of Jesus, then all that awaits them is to be condemned by God
on judgement day. It is no wonder their faith has been rocked. I suspect the events of this past
week has robbed some of hope across the world. Deception destroys.
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Deception is the act of getting others to believe what is true or valid what is actually false and
invalid. For the Thessalonians, their deception was unsettling and alarming and shook the
foundations of who they thought they were in Jesus. Our deception might be to so live in the
moment that we do not look to the second coming.
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The problem of both deceptions is they cause to take our eyes off our eternal hope and when
that happens, we stop living for, and with, Jesus now. Paul writes this because he does not
want us to be deceived. Verse 3, Do not let anyone deceive you in any way. Paul is writing
this out of pastoral concern. He does not want our hopes dashed. He does not want to see
ineffective Christian lives. He does not want faith to be shipwrecked.
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Paul’s whole goal here is not to give them some secret insights into the future. His goal is
pastoral. He does not want them to be able to predict the future, he wants them to live
confidently in Christ now. This is what is at stake. As we move into the rest of these verses,
we need to have these certainties in mind. We must not miss the forest for the trees.
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THE POWER OF DECEPTION #k 5289 /) &

This brings us to the most confusing part of the chapter with its missing pieces. Paul says in
v3 that they have not missed the second coming of Jesus because that day will not come until
the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed.
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The return of Jesus to usher in the end of all things will be proceeded by a rebellion, and the
coming of the ‘man of lawlessness.” This is where it gets tricky. Who is the man of
lawlessness? Paul does not give enough distinguishing features for us to point him out in a
police lineup.
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For 1900 years Christians have been diligently trying to find a contemporary as the leading
candidate who fits the bill. In the early days of the church the prime candidate was the Roman
Emperor. In particular, Emperor Caligula who set up a statue of himself in the Jewish Temple
in Jerusalem and demanded to be worshipped.
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Muhammed was a prime candidate. In the 16th & 17th century, Martin Luther identified the
role of Pope as the man of lawlessness. The Pope returned the favour by declaring Luther as
the man of lawlessness. Other popular contenders through history have been Napoleon
Bonaparte and Adolf Hitler. The founder of Scientology, L. Ron Hubbard, even declared
himself to be the man of lawlessness.
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All wrong. Scholars have suggested it might be either a movement, or an ideology, an
institution. Maybe a political, religious or military leader? Who knows?
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Verse 6 does not help clear things up. It tells us that the ‘man of lawlessness’ 1s currently
being held back. Who is doing the restraining? Multiple options over the centuries have been
put forward.
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To add confusion, the reference to ‘holding back’ is in the present tense, suggesting the man
of lawlessness has been held back for over 1900 years since this was written. That is an old
person. Or is it multiple people?
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It 1s also difficult to know what temple is being referred to in v4. The temple in Jerusalem
does not exist, and there is no reference to the temple being rebuilt in physical form. The
point is, we do not need answers to these questions to have clarity. Put it this way. If [ were an
Israelite reading all the prophecies about the coming Messiah before he came, what would |
conclude about the nature and timing of his coming?
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The reality 1s when Jesus Christ arrived, they looked the other way because he was certainly
not what they thought the prophecies were predicting. We need to tread carefully and make
sure we focus on what we can know. We can be confident about some things regarding the
‘man of lawlessness.’
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Firstly, he is quintessentially lawless. Lawlessness is not the same as being a lawbreaker. A
lawbreaker acknowledges the rightness of law but fails to obey it fully. ‘Lawlessness’ means
‘without law.” This lawless one specifically rejects the eternal, absolute law of God. They
reject God being the determiner of right and wrong and absolute truth.

A, AT LR &EXKEXRG, NEAREXIZTNRW, FEERDBEEGEREN, 12
HARZTAEF. [ RE|WESLZ [ BAEER |, NEGARAENIERL LR KL, &
Ho9 L, MMIBEL AR LT RSB HAEGRTH .

The second thing we can be certain of is, he rejects God. He does not do this by arguing that
God does not exist, he sets himself up to be worshipped as God
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Thirdly, he will work real signs and wonders with great power, but all in the service of a great
lie. He is empowered and driven by Satan. Animated by Satan. Serving Satan. Accomplishing
Satan’s purposes. All that together means, four, he will be unparalleled in his ability to
deceive the masses.
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However, Paul carefully records in v.10 that only those who are perishing will be deceived.
This word for “perishing” is the same word Paul uses elsewhere to describe those who reject
the gospel of Christ (1 Cor. 1:18; 2 Cor. 2:15; 4:3).
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The followers of lawlessness have failed to love the truth of Christ’s gospel. Instead of loving
truth, v12 literally says, they take pleasure in unrighteousness.
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The final certainty about the ‘man of lawlessness’ is he is going to be destroyed. He is
quintessentially lawless, opposes God, and so condemned by the Law of God he opposes and
doomed by God.
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Verse 8 tells us the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by
the splendour of his coming. Jesus will only need to exert as much effort as a mere breath to
defeat the lawless one.

% 8 B AR, ZHHKEBH O FERBERE, KEOCREGAEEL . TRAE
Z A — 0 R ZHARITE A E A

Despite all the uncertainty and darkness of this chapter, we can be certain that the man of
lawlessness is not God. Only God is all powerful and sovereign. God has no equal. Whatever
is in the future, God reigns, and all of his deceiving is fulfilling God’s plans and purposes.
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That is what we know about the ‘man of lawlessness.” To avoid deception, we do not need to
know the identity of the deceiver, we need to know their playbook. Verse 7 helps us: the
secret power of lawlessness is already at work. We need to know the secret power of
lawlessness, not the mystery of the secret identity of the powerful man of lawlessness.
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Before the ‘man of lawlessness’ is revealed, lawlessness is operating secretly. The Greek
word translated secret in v.7 is actually ‘mystery.” The literal translation i1s the mystery of
iniquity...the mystery of sin. What is the mystery of sin that is at play now? This is the
mystery we need to unravel as we are to avoid the Satan’s deception.
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Verse 4 is the key clue: he sets himself up in God’s temple. Literally, he takes his seat in the

temple. Some have interpreted this as the man of lawlessness will be a great political leader

and rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. That is importing a theological framework into the

passage.
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This is talking about the role and purpose of the temple. The Temple was the place where God
met with his people in Old testament times The Temple represented ultimate reality.
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In the centre of the Temple was something that reveals what is at the centre of ultimate reality.
What was it? It was not an image of God; it was a piece of furniture that pointed to an event.
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It was a wooden box called the ark of the covenant, the chest containing the two stone tablets
inscribed with the Ten Commandments, was the most sacred object in the temple. Inside the
Ark was the Law of God and was the centre of reality.
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The lid at the top of the ark was a golden slab. Each year on the Day of Atonement, the high
priest sprinkled the blood of animals sacrificed for the atonement of the sins of God’s people
on that slab.
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The slab the blood was sprinkled on was called the mercy seat. With the offering of blood, the
condemnation of the Law could be taken away and violations of God’s laws covered.
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The mystery that God gave Israel in their Temple is the same he gives us now. It is the
mystery from which all life flows, it is the mystery of my life for yours. That is the central
mystery of all reality.
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The reality of lawlessness is the opposite; it is your life for me. That is the mystery of sin.
God’s law says lay down your life for others. Sin says you lay down your life for me. I take
you, use you, exploit you.
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The secret power of lawless is a philosophy, an ideology, a belief, that goes back the first
rebellion against God in the Garden of Eden. It is a power that set people against each other,
their very self, the creation and God himself.
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My life for yours is the central reality of the Godhead, creation, the Jewish Temple, and the
Christian faith. Jesus Christ talked about the Law and obeyed the Law of God like no other.
He did not do away with the Law. He upheld all the demands of the Law perfectly.
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Galatians 4:4-5 puts it like this: God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to
redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.
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2 Corinthians 5:21 tells us that God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.
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Jesus exchanged his life for ours. That is the central message of Christianity. It is the gospel.
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Jesus has satisfied the demands of the Law of God. In Jesus we are forgiven. Loved by God.
That creates a love for every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. The secret power of
lawlessness, that is at play right now, utterly hates God’s word.
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DISEMPOWERING DECEPTION #1 85 #k 5&

The first step to disempowering this secret deception is first see that the principles of
lawlessness are at work in us now. We cannot avoid what we do not see and acknowledge.
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Everyone operates on the default principle of your life for mine. All of us want to rule our
own lives, be masters of our own destiny, and determines of what is right and wrong. All
destruction in our life flows from it, and we justify it all.
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The second step to disempowering deception is do the same thing that overcomes the man of
lawlessness. The end of v.8, it is, by the splendour of his coming.
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Look to the splendour of Jesus Christ. He is better than any offer of unrighteousness we
might think lawlessness will give us. Look at the splendour of the mystery of God’s grace to
me, a sinner, in Jesus. Marvel at the gospel of the Lord Jesus and all its implications.
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Marvel at the gospel that declares the Christian is loved by God, not because of our lovability,
but because it was his initiative to choose to set his love on us in Jesus. Marvel at the truth
that despite the evidence of lawlessness in our lives the Holy Spirit is sanctify us through
belief in the truth.
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To disempower the deceiver, to stand firm in the truth, to grow confident in the gospel and
stable in life, v.15 calls us to hold fast to the teaching of God’s word. God’s word is the key
instrument to marvel at the splendour of the gospel and avoid deception.
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In 1987 a pilot was flying an empty plane in the USA when he heard a noise in the back of
the plane. Leaving the co-pilot to fly the plane he went to investigate.
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He discovered a door open and while trying to close it he fell out. The plane was travelling at
over 300 km/h at over 4000 feet. The co-pilot saw what happened and called for a search to
begin and conducted an emergency landing.
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When the plane landed, emergency services discovered the pilot was hanging on to the railing
of the stairs. He was holding on so tight, they literally had to peel his hands off. He would not
let go.
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Hold tight to God’s word, to the gospel, the love of God in Jesus for sinners. That is how we
stand firm and know and grow joy and confidence in the Christian life.
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