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We have come to the last sermon on Gospel Life series that looks into the two letters Paul wrote
to the believers in Thessalonica. If you have only joined us in person or online very recently,
please goes to our webpage or our YouTube channel to catch up on the sermons that you may
have missed.
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The brothers and sisters in the Thessalonians church are new to their faith in Jesus as their Lord
and saviour. Acts 17 recorded that they became follower of Jesus after Paul reasoned with them
from the Scripture over three weekends, explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer
and rise from the dead and pointing out that the Jesus is the Messiah he is proclaiming.
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Paul was forced to leave this new formed church after only being with them for 3 weeks, and the
Word of God, the gospel, continue to work among them. Paul tells us of his gratitude towards God
at the very beginning of the two letters, for the Lord’s message rang out from them and their faith
in God has become known everywhere.

PR RIS M AR A RE AR B A AR B, A mAYAYIE . AR F IS A AT
AT, PRI A R E AT 6 B SAAR R A @AY R IR G, B A T AR B ARG &
, M AY 8913 S X R LARE A T .

The believers in the area became their witness and reported how they turned to God firom idols to
serve the living and true God, (1Thes1:9-10) and how they are waiting for Jesus’ return from
heaven. God raised Jesus from the dead and Jesus will return to rescues us from the coming wrath.
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People travel through Thessalonica witness the faith at work in these new believers, even though
the person who brought them the gospel, Paul and his companions, was forced to flee the city
when their opposition plan to kill them. The Thessalonian continue to live out their faith showing
love to people travelled through their area based on their hope in Jesus.
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Paul says in the beginning of his first letter 1:2-3 that ? We always thank God for all of you and
continually mention you in our prayers. > We remember before our God and Father your work
produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your_endurance inspired by hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ.
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And he reiterated his thanksgiving to God in the beginning of his second letter, 1:3-4, ° We ought
always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because your faith is growing
more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is increasing. * Therefore, among
God’s churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials
you are enduring.
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Famous English preacher Charles Spurgeon once said, Conversion is a turning into the right road;
the next thing is to walk in it. The daily going on that road is as essential as the first starting if
you would reach the desired end. To strike the first blow is not all the battle, to him that overcomes,
the crown is promised. To start in the race is nothing, many have done that who have failed; but
to hold out till you reach the winning post is the great point of the matter. Perseverance is as
necessary to a man’s salvation as conversion. ...
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It is with great concern for their salvation and grow in their faith that Paul writes the two letters to
the Thessalonians. His prayer for them in the final chapter of the two letters tells a lot of his
intention, he prayed in 2Thes 3:5 that ° May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and
Christ’s perseverance. Let us look at 3 aspects of Perseverance today, The Reason, The Enemies,
The Way.
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Paul has call upon God to help direct the Thessalonians into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance,
and Spurgeon is of the view that Perseverance is as necessary to a man’s salvation as conversion
because they both understand the temptation of the lies of Satan for the believers to give up.
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When writer of Hebrews urges us to persevere in chapter 10, to hold unswervingly to the hope we
profess and not giving up meeting together, he points out that the habit of giving up is a real
thing. To endure and persevere is not easy, especially when it is unpleasant and painful.
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Paul continues to pray for the Thessalonian that they may be considered worthy of the calling of
God in 2 Thes 1:11 and God might fulfill every desire for goodness and work of faith by his power.
He says in v12, we pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and
you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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When we persevere and demonstrate that we are worthy of the calling of our God, our Lord Jesus
will be glorified in us, and we are glorified in him. It is important and necessary to persevere
because it helps us to fulfill the ultimate reason we are created. Perseverance is the key to
understand the meaning of our existence, for the ultimate reason you and I are made is to glorify
God and fully enjoy him forever.
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Our way of life, how we live and conduct ourselves means to win the respect of those who are
outside of the relationship with God. We are who God use to bring His lost children back into His
love. Your salvation is not exclusively for yourselves to enjoy, you are saved for a reason, we are
saved to be on God’s mission to help this lost and dark world get back to their loving Father and
Lord. And you will fulfill that calling by persevering.
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Perseverance is necessary and importance, but it is also not easy. Paul was a lot of military terms
and language in his two letters because as believer of Jesus, living out a Christian life among
wicked and evil people by staying faithful to God can be a daily battle. We are pull from all sides.
There are two main enemies of perseverance we face, from outside and from within.
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e The Enemies of Perseverance. B Z: 633 A

Last Sunday, Steve introduced us to the concept of the Man of Lawlessness from chapter 2. The
most important point is to understand the secret power of lawlessness that is already at work, and
not to miss the Forrest for the tree to focus on finding out who is the man of lawlessness.
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Let me encourage you to look at or listen to that sermon again to shore up your defence against
the first enemy of perseverance, one that come from outside trying to get into our mind, the
deceive and delusion of the works of Satan that is in this world. Here are some of the deception
and delusion.
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Christianity, having faith and hope in Jesus, has been presented as the cruel underdog that deny
freedom to abort life, whether it is an unwanted pregnant or euthanasia. Believing in Jesus is the
runner-up to the champion of life that restrict people from expressing their sexual orientation and
desire
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Becoming a Christian is taking on the minority, troublesome, unpopular choice of life that will
derail your career. Everything the Bible teaches goes against the pursue to be the centre of your
universe, it is silly to hand over the control of your life.
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When everyone is living for themselves, it seems ridiculous to live for others and live in obedience
of some writing that is archaic and irrelevant to contemporary life. It is so lame and primitive to
need some religious crutches to get by in your life. Only the unintelligent people need religion.
These attitudes sum up the first enemy of perseverance, the noise from the world worked out by
Satan.
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The second_enemy of perseverance is from within us, it is our tendency to become idle and
disruptive, ended up being a busybody. It appears that some Thessalonians may have quit their
job in anticipation for Jesus’ return. 4:10 implies that they are able to work but unwilling to do so.
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These people ended up going around eating others food without paying, exploiting and taking
advantage of others. Paul has alluded to this ungodly behaviour in his first letter, 4:11, to call upon
the believers to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business
and work with your hands, just as we told you.
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However, the situation seems to have worsen to a point that Paul has to highlight and instruct
them again as his parting note in 2 Thes 3:10-11,  For even when we were with you, we used to
command this to you: that if anyone does not want to work, neither should he eat. '' We hear
that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies.
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The term "busybody" describes someone who meddles in the affairs of others, pries into things
that are not their concern, and involves themselves where they are not needed or wanted. It goes
beyond being merely inquisitive and enters the realm of disruptive and sinful behaviour.
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Paul alludes to many sinful behaviours that can come from within us, some are blatant others are
not so obvious especially in 1 The 2. Having error or impure motives, using trickery, people
pleasing, using flattery or putting on mask to cover up greed, seeking praise from people, dislike
God, keeping others from being saved, hostile towards others.
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Revengeful and pays back wrong for wrong. Quenches the Spirit, treat prophecies with contempt
and disobedience, rebellious, lawless, deceive, refuse to love the truth and delights in wickedness.
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Again in 1 The 4:3-4, he explicitly layout, It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you
should avoid sexual immorality; 4that each of you should learn to control your own body in a
way that is holy and honorable, Snot in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God;
6and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister.
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The temptation to sin is real and it is a daily battle that all Christian encounters, no one i1s immune
or have the ability to not sin. Ourselves can become our worst enemy when it comes to living a
disciplined godly life as disciples of Christ. Especially when we are not taking ownership of the
wrongs we have done.
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Our desire to be loved by people often jeopardise our obedience towards God. We are often easily
distracted and have this fear of missing out which drive us to continue scrolling of social media to
keep up to day with the latest gossip. Instead of avoiding and fleeing from sin, we often test the
boundary thinking that we are good enough to overcome temptations.
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Jesus teaches in Mark 7 and Metthew 15 that sin is what come from within us, coming from our
heart that corrupt and defile a person. It is not the environment that causes a person to sin but our
desire from within to be equal or greater than God, our rebellion to not wanting God to be the ruler
of our life that causes us to sin against God and others.
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Trying to do good is such a battle, trying to stay faithful to the call we receive from God drains us
daily. We are so prone to grow tired of doing what is good and so Paul encourages us in verse 13,
And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good. So how are we to fight
these enemies from the outside and from within? How are we to persevere?
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o The Way of Perseverance. & % )i %

The simple answer is we can’t. There is no way we can persevere till the end to bring glory to God
without the interference of our Lord Jesus Christ. Relying on our own strengths and might, we
will get nowhere.
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Paul prays to Jesus continuously throughout his two letters. Paul refers to Jesus in various form
and by his full title up to 20 times within his two letters. As Jesus is the only way to the Father, he
is also the only way of perseverance.
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The centrality of Jesus in our life is the only way to persevere. Only when we remain in Christ,
are we able to stay faithful till the end as Paul prays in 1 The 5:23-24, # May God himself, the
God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. ** The one who calls you is faithful, and he
will do it.
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God is the one who will keep us faithful till the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. John 15 tells us
these words of Jesus, *You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.* Remain
in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. ... apart from me you can do nothing.
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Jesus’ word is what makes us clean. As we accept Jesus’ teaching, we become acceptable to God
and grafted back into God, become a branch of the vine. Keeping ourselves in God’s word is how
we remain in Him. It is by remaining in Jesus that we will get anywhere in life.
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John continues to record Jesus, saying, ” If you remain in me, and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. ® This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
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Paul has full confidence that the Thessalonians are doing and will continue to do the things God
commanded because the word of the gospel is working among them. Lord Jesus is at work in their
life through his word. Looking back to his prayer on 2 The 3:4-5. ¢ We have confidence in the
Lovrd that you are doing and will continue to do the things we command. ° May the Lord direct
your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance.
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His prayer for the brothers and sisters in Thessalonian reveals the way we are to persevere. He
continues to pray in 2 Thes 2:16-17.7 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father,
who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, '’ encourage
your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.
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Our encouragement and strength to persevere come from the word of God, other writers to the
New Testament, such as James, echo Paul’s teaching in the beginning of his letter. James 1:2-5, ?
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, °> because
you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.
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James acknowledges that there will be times in our Christian life that we find testing, we will feel
the pull to give up, but he encourages us to # Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be
mature and complete, not lacking anything. ° If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God,
who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional

Mg K, ERMOATRES T SRR, FREREL, §HAE, 2lhii
e [ 2BRBAREELGHI, RIPEIZERZLE, —aIF b, 5 HIFHE
B ERE, BLARIBIIRTTFAG L, LRl Bptbte, | (i 1:4-5)

How are we to persevere, especially when we find ourselves lacking in all kinds of way, we ask
God to help us. You can ask boldly, and it will be done for you because when you hold to Jesus’
teaching, putting them into practice, showing yourself to be Jesus’ disciple, God will overcome
your enemies gets the glory. And that is the ultimate reason he created us and put us into this
world. It 1s the will of God to give you life and give it to the full.
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Again, the writer of Hebrews says in 12:1-3, Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles.
Sin will try to entangle us, and it is easy to stumble, there are so many things in life that will hinder
our growth as disciple.
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Do not ignore our enemy from within, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that
so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, * fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
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How are we to run with perseverance the race marked out for us? We are to consider Jesus. *
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and
lose heart. Consider Jesus, fix your eyes on him, who is the pioneer and perfecter of faith. He is
the person that makes it possible for us to persevere till he returns. By giving of his life for our
life, he marks us worthy of God’s calling of us.
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Keep marveling and meditate on how he endures the opposition from us sinners. He created us for
his glory and the glory of the Father but instead of acknowledging his lordship over our life, we
disowned him and left him to face our cross. We put Jesus on the Cross to face the punishment we
deserve for our rebellions against our creator.
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Paul prays at the end of 2 Thes 3:16, Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all
times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you. Jesus is the only one can and he will give
you peace when you submit yourself under him, when you repent and believe his good news of
your salvation.
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He can give you peace because he went through and endured the suffering of the Cross and
purchased peace for us by his blood, and God has raised him from the dead as the proof that we
too will be risen with him into eternal glory. For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to
receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that, whether we are awake
or asleep, we may live together with him. (1 The 5:9-10).
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The Gospel Life is a life worth persevering because it is as valuable as the life of the Son of God.
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life. May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s
perseverance. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
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