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It is the height of ambition for many 5-year-olds at Christmas time. Only a few years
earlier, they were Jesus, now too old to be Jesus, the very next best thing is to be Mary.
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Each year, only one girl reaches such dizzying heights of drama. From these two central
roles, there is a descending order of importance: the Magi, the angels, the shepherds, King
Herod, the sheep, donkeys, and cows.
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In there somewhere is Joseph. He often plays a passive part with very few lines. Quite
remarkable for a patriarchal society.
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There is normally a scene where the angels come to the shepherds and Mary, but not
Joseph. The scripts often forget that an angel also came to Joseph.
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There is at least one thing the angel told exclusively to Joseph. It is in v23, “the child is to
be called Immanuel — God with us.”
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There are three main things we learn from the name IMMANUEL: Jesus is God, that he
is human, and that he is with us.
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1. JESUS IS GOD Z} &k 2 A%

Matthew drives home the core message that Jesus is not simply a great teacher or even
some angelic being but the divine God himself.
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In verse 20, the angel tells Joseph that the human life growing inside Mary has come not
from any human being but from the heavenly Father.
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Joseph will be Jesus’ father only in a secondary sense. God is the real father. However,
the most direct statement of Jesus’ identity comes in verse 23.
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Matthew quotes from Isaiah 7:14, “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and

will call him Immanuel,” which means “God with us.”
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For centuries Jewish scholars had known that prophecy, but they had not thought it should
be taken literally. Matthew is saying this promise is greater than anyone imagined. Jesus
Christ is “God with us” because the human life growing in the womb of Mary was a
miracle performed by God Himself.
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Matthew was a Jew, which makes this statement even more startling. The distinctive
Jewish view of God made them the least open to the idea that a human being could be God
of all people.
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Eastern religions, at the time, believed God was an impersonal force permeating all things.

It wasn’t unusual for them to regard some human beings as particularly great

manifestations of the divine.
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Western religions believed that gods would disguise themselves as human beings for their
own purposes Jews, however, believed in a God who was both personal and infinite.
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God was not a being within the universe but was instead the ground of its existence and
infinitely transcendent above it. Everything in the Hebrew worldview was against the idea
that a human being could be God.
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God was far too transcendent. Jews would not even pronounce the covenant name
“Yahweh” - the name for God - nor spell it.
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And yet Jesus Christ—by his life, by his claims, and by his resurrection—convinced his
closest Jewish followers that he was not just a prophet telling them how to find God, but
God himself come to find us.
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Matthew is not the only biblical author to teach this. John, the Apostle, Paul, a Jew and a
Pharisee, the apostle Peter, another Jewish man, all declared it.
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The opinion of these authors would not mean much, however if Jesus hadn’t declared his
divine identity all through the biographical accounts. Jesus is constantly forgiving sin,
which only God can do. He also claims, “I am going to come back to judge the earth,” and
only God can do that.
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At many times and in many ways, Jesus Christ, a Jewish man, said, “I am God,” and
thousands believed him and came to worship him (Acts 2:41). Many know this claim and
give it lip service at Christmas without thinking out its implications.
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If Jesus really is God, what does that mean for us practically?
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Firstly, it is an intellectual turning point. Some have argued that the supreme miracle of
Christianity is not the resurrection of Christ from the dead but the coming of God into the
world as a human.
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Of all the things that Christianity proclaims, this is the most staggering. The late Canadian
theologian JI Packer puts it bluntly:
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God became man; the divine Son became a Jew; the Almighty appeared on earth as a
helpless human baby, unable to do more than lie and stare and wriggle and make noises,
needing to be fed and changed and taught to talk like any other child.

TR HA ; FPEBIL TR B KA 258 69 _F i X — 8] 42 B) B9 #5269 7F K i 2
BRI L, R THE B HBF g BEaZ I, BT T, TBEAM
FT—HRARE, BB Ao EF H a5

The more you think about it, the more staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic
as this. The claim that Jesus is God is an intellectual turning point, but it also_causes a
personal crisis.
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A crisis is a fork in the road. The assertion “Jesus Christ is God” is exactly that. Whenever
you see Jesus acting in the Gospels, you see him putting people into motion. He is like a
giant bowling ball.
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Wherever he goes, he breaks up old patterns. He sends people off in new directions. Jesus
evokes extreme responses from people. Some are so furious with him that they try to
throw him off a cliff and kill him.
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Others are so terrified they cry out, “Depart. ... Get away from me!” Others fall before
him and worship him.
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Why the extreme reactions? It’s because of who he claims to be. If he is who he said he is,

then you must centre your whole life on him. He claims to be the God who created all

things, the source of all life, and the one who defines all reality.
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So, if he is not who he said he is, then he is someone to hate or run away from because he
is the greatest fraud in history. No other response makes any sense. Paying a benign
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response to him at Christmas makes no sense. Either he is God, or he isn’t. He’s crazy and
dangerous or infinitely wonderful.
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So, thirdly, the claim that Jesus is God also gives us the greatest possible hope.
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The one who creates, determines, and defines all reality says that our world is not all there
is, that there is life and love after death, and that evil and suffering will one day end.
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This is not just hope for the world, despite all its unending problems, but hope for you and
me, despite all our unending failings. A god who was only perfectly good would not have
come down to us in Jesus Christ.
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He would have simply demanded that we pull ourselves together, that we be moral and
good enough to merit a relationship with him. On the other hand, a god that was an “all-
accepting god of love” would not have needed to come to Earth either.
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This god of the modern imagination would have just overlooked sin and evil, embraced us
for who we are and left us the way we are. Neither of those gods would have bothered
with Christmas. The biblical God, however, is infinitely good and perfect, so our sins
cannot be shrugged off. It must be dealt with.
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He is also infinitely loving. He knows we could never climb up to him, so he has come
down to us. God had to come himself and do what we couldn’t do. Christmas means there
1s hope. It is a light shining in the darkness.
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2. JESUS IS HUMAN JR# 2 A

This interaction between Joseph and the angel reveals Jesus is God, but also that Jesus is
one of us—he is human.
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Christmas tells us Jesus was truly and fully God and truly and fully human. But what
difference does it make to the way we live that God has become fully human?
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J. I. Packer puts it like this: For the Son of God to empty himself and become poor meant a
laying aside of glory, a voluntary restraint of power, an acceptance of hardship, isolation,
ill-treatment, malice, and misunderstanding; finally, a death that involved such agony—
spiritual even more than physical—that his mind nearly broke under the prospect of it. It
meant love to the uttermost for unlovely people....
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The Christmas spirit does not shine out in the Christian snob. For the Christmas spirit is
the spirit of those who, like their Master, live their whole lives on the principle of making
themselves poor—spending and being spent—to enrich their fellow humans, giving time,
trouble, care and concern, to do good to others—and not just their own friends—in
whatever way there seems need. (J.I. Packer, Knowing God (Downers Grove, IL: IVP,
1973), p.63-64)
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The fact that God became human and emptied himself of his glory means we should not
want to hang out only with the people with power and glitz, who are networked and can
open doors for us. We need to be willing to go to the people without power, without beauty,
without money. That is the Christmas spirit because God became one of us.
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God becoming one of us also means infinite comfort in suffering. Hebrews 2:17 says Jesus
was made like us, “fully human in every way”.
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The very next verse tells that this means “because he himself suffered when he was tried
and tested, he is able to help those who are being tried and tested” (Hebrews 2:18).
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When something bad happens, and real suffering comes to us, it feels so lonely. People
around us may express sympathy, but it doesn’t help. Then we meet someone who has
been through the same thing.
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They know what it is like. We pour your heart out to them. We listen to them and their
opinions because they have been through the same thing.
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The coming of God into this world on the first Christmas ultimately means that God
suffered and that Jesus triumphed through suffering. Jesus now has an infinite power to
comfort. Christmas shows us a God, unlike the god of any other faith. Have you been
betrayed? Have you been lonely? Have you been destitute? Have you faced death? So has
he!
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Christianity says God has been in all the places you have been. He has been in the
darkness you are in now and more. He knows suffering and has the power to comfort,
strengthen, and bring you through.
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3. JESUS IS WITH US HRak 2 & 111 B &

It would have been astonishing enough if the Son of God had become human and simply
lived temporarily among us and then left, leaving a set of teachings. His plans were
infinitely greater than that...his plan was always to be with us.
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Jesus chose twelve apostles and appointed them so that they would be with him. What
does “with him” mean? It means being in Jesus’ presence, conversing with him, learning
from him, and having his comfort moment by moment.
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In Jesus, the unapproachable God becomes a human being who can be known and loved.
This does not stun us as much as it should.
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In the Old Testament, anytime anyone drew near to God, it was completely terrifying. God
appears to Abraham as a smoking furnace, to Israel as a pillar of fire, and to Job as a
hurricane or tornado.
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When Moses asked to see the face of God, he was told it would kill him—so great, so high
and unapproachable is God.
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The message of Christmas means that through Jesus Christ, you can meet God. You can
know him personally and without terror. When God showed up in Jesus Christ, he was not
a pillar of fire, not a tornado, but a baby.
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This time, he has come not to bring judgment but to bear it, to pay the penalty for our sins,
and to take away the barrier between humanity and God so we can be together. Jesus is
God with us.
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Every Christmas, millions of people sing, “Jesus, our Immanuel,” but are they really with
him? Do they know him, or do they only know about him?
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There is one crucial trait necessary for having a personal relationship with Jesus, and it is
one that Christians in Western society are most likely to overlook.
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An intimate relationship with Jesus always requires courage. We can’t know Jesus
personally unless we have the courage to admit we are a sinner. Admit that we choose
to reject our creator and live life our way.
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Jesus’ entire mission is summed up in v21: “He will save his people from their sins” .
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First and foremost, Jesus came to forgive us. Are you willing to say, “I am a moral failure.
I don't love God with all my heart, soul, strength, and mind. I don 't love my neighbour as
myself. And, therefore, I am guilty, and I need forgiveness and pardon before I need
anything else”’?
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It takes enormous courage to admit these things because it means throwing our old self-
image out and getting a new one through Jesus Christ.

ARBEFHEEERN TR, BAIEAEMEANEAGQAML, kBT
MRAE R AT B &R

And yet that is the foundation for all the other things that Jesus can bring into our life—all
the comfort, all the hope, all the joyful humility, and everything else.
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How do we get the strength to be courageous like that? By looking at Jesus himself. If we
think it takes courage to be with him, consider that it took infinitely more courage for him
to be with us.
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Only Christianity says one of the attributes of God is courage. No other religion has a god
who needs courage.
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He became mortal and vulnerable so that he could suffer, be betrayed, and killed.
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Look at him facing our darkness so we can have light. That will enable us to face any
darkness ourselves and still have the light of hope.
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In the Christmas carol “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”, there is a line where we sing:
“Mild, he lays his glory by.”
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What that means is he did it voluntarily, willingly, and lovingly. No one forced him. It
wasn’t just a duty.
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He faced unimaginable pain and death and darkness out of love for us. Why did Jesus have
the courage to do what he did for us? Love!
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How do we get the courage to admit we are a sinner and need his forgiveness and a
relationship with him? The same way.
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See him doing all that he did for you, will draw out your love for him—and then you will
have the courage to put him into the centre of your life, and then he will be with you, and
you with him.
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Immanuel: Jesus is God, Jesus is human, Jesus is with us.
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