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There are a lot of rules about choosing names for children. For instance, you can’t choose
a name associated with a previous romantic partner of your spouse. Or if a name reminds
you of someone you didn’t like at school.
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Then, you need to think through how the first name and surname roll together. For
instance, a recent addition to our church family, HAZEL MANN, works really well. Much
better than ANITA MANN.
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Another example of a not-so-great combination is LOIS PRICE. Or the lady named
HELEN who married a man with the surname BACK to become HELEN BACK. After 10
years of marriage, it pretty much summed it up.
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As we think about Christmas today from Isaiah, we will see from the names given to the
baby, put to surprising gift, a remarkable gift, a needed gift.
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To understand the significance of Christmas, we have to understand that God had been
preparing for the very first Christmas centuries before Mary lay Jesus in the feeding trough
at Bethlehem.
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About 800 years before Jesus, God’s people were in trouble. Their outlook was gloomy,
too. It was a time of national crisis. They were economically ruined and facing invasion
from enemies. Their very existence was under threat. There was a darkness of uncertainty
about the future.
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Isaiah 7 says King Ahaz is a king of Judah. He and the nation are in trouble. The nations to
the north are an imminent threat. God says to Ahaz through Isaiah, “fear not, trust me and
keep calm”. Isaiah prompts Ahaz to ask God for a sign just to confirm for him that God is
trustworthy. Ahaz basically replies with a ‘thanks, but no thanks. I can handle it.’
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With Ahaz’s response, God says he is going to give him a sign anyway. It is in 7:14 that
the virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and we will call him Immanuel. 1t’s a
word of judgement.
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It’s a promise to start over his kingdom through a child born of a virgin. Ahaz thinks he
can get on without God, but God says, in fact, I can get on without you. This is the real
crisis, a rejection of God. This rejection of God leads them further and further down the
road into gloom, defeat and darkness in chapter 8.
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Then we get to 9:1, Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in
distress. And in v.2: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those
living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
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Light will dawn in the form of a baby. For these people walking in darkness, distress, and
uncertainty, God told them what they needed was a baby. The gift of a baby. Like all great
gifts, this gift is a surprise. Ahaz thinks the light will come in the form of an alliance with
Assyria, a strong and powerful army. God says, nope, it’s a baby. That’s the first surprise.
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The second surprise is in v1, where it says: in the future he will honour Galilee of the
nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan.
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Isaiah’s readers would have thought that if God was going to do something big, he would
do it from the divine headquarters in Jerusalem. Not so.
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Salvation was coming out of Galilee of the nations. Galilee had a dubious reputation.
Twenty Galilean towns had been given to the king of Tyre by Solomon. He was so
underwhelmed when he received them that he nicknamed them the ‘Land of Kabul’,
which means ‘good for nothing
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Everywhere in the Bible, we see God loves to bring greatness, glory and power into our
lives in ways that we never expect. Ahaz didn’t expect a baby to be the dawn of hope. We
don’t expect it either.
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The reason why Isaiah 7 and 9 are read nearly every Christmas is because their
fingerprints are all over the biographies of Jesus’ life. In Luke 1 we read: God sent the
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. (v26-27).
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Luke tells us that Nazareth is in Galilee. Luke tells us the angel came to a virgin, as Isaiah
7:14 says. We are told that she is about to be married to a descendant of David, as Isaiah
9:7 promises. In chapter 4 of his biography, Matthew quotes from Isaiah 9 to show that
Jesus is the promised baby. The early ministry of Jesus took place in Galilee. This is where
the light first dawned.
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But the real point and surprise is that Jesus is not holding a light, he is the light himself.
We see this in the names that the baby is given in Isaiah 9.
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The surprising gift is remarkable. It is a remarkable baby. In ancient cultures, a person’s
name was not arbitrary. A name was attached to a character. Have a look at v6, A child will
be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the government will be on his shoulders.
He will be named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
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The child will be called WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR. Ahaz and God’s people got into
a real mess because they lacked or ignored the wise counsel of God. Isaiah promises that
the baby to be born will be a ‘wonderful counsellor’.
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That doesn’t mean a really good psychologist! It means the baby has miraculous or
supernatural wisdom. A couple of chapters later in Isaiah, we see this elaborated on:
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The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him - the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD - and
he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. (11:2-4)
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This is saying Jesus has real insight into the way the world works. All his decisions are just,

righteous and true. We have access to something spectacular in Jesus. Proverbs 4 says his

words are life and health. The truth that he reveals is a truth that sets us free.
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But Jesus is not just a wise sage or a good teacher. Hebrews 4 tells us he is able to
sympathise with us in every way. His birth was the pattern of his life. His surrendering
himself to weakness is life-changing for us. This is a God who became human, who knew
temptation, rejection, loneliness, hunger, and worry. He knows what it is to be us.
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The Hebrew word that 1s translated Counsellor means one who advises, instructs, and
guides through an issue with authority.
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Jesus is someone who has the experience to understand what we are going through, the
wisdom to work out the solution, and the power to enact it.
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In Jesus, Isaiah is referring to a supernatural light dawning in the darkness of our lives.
Jesus is saying to you this Christmas, the path of pain? I’ve endured it. Loneliness? I knew
it. Temptation? I knew that, too. Betrayal? Loss? Heartache? I’ve walked all those roads. I
can reliably show you the way through them all.
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Life’s greatest discovery is knowing Jesus - knowing he loves you, knowing his promise to
always be with you, knowing his plan to work out everything for the good of those who
love him.
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The promised baby brings so much light as the wise counsellor because he is also
MIGHTY GOD. The claim is that out there, beyond what we can see and measure, is a
God. When Isaiah spoke about a Mighty God, he meant the God who had been with Israel
since they were a small family right through to a nation.
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Way before Isaiah, Israel’s leader Moses asked God his name. God responded by simply
saying: [ AM.
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This at least means God is someone who is all that his people need and that there is no
lack in them that he cannot overcome.
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God would remind them of his name whenever Israel was in great distress or fear or need.
In fact, God uses it to describe himself a total of 6519 times in the Old Testament.
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When Isaiah said: To us, a child is given... he would be called Mighty God, he was saying
that one day, the great I AM would be born as a tiny baby. The eternal, all-sufficient | AM
was going to enter his world as a helpless child. That is the Bible’s claim about the first
Christmas.
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To see the truth of it, we need to fast forward about 30 years from the first Christmas to
see this baby, now a man, doing things that only an all-powerful deity could do. Things
like calming a storm in Mark 4. Those in the boat with him at the time wondered who this
was that could calm a storm.
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He walked on water. He cured blindness, deafness and paralysis. He raised the dead. He
fed multitudes with a packed lunch. He rose from the dead. He is what we are not -
MIGHTY GOD.
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The baby born at Christmas brings more than clarity about God. He brings hope.
Christmas means the great | AM is more than raw power. He is also present.

BN AR ERG T ELH LB EW AR, RERTAD, Rafh ik
FEXH THRLAAKRAN ] NMEERRBW AT, LR A,

Life looks very different if you know in every trial, every challenge, every heartache, the
great [ AM is with us.
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The baby is also the ETERNAL FATHER. The word FATHER will produce all kinds of
different reactions in us. For some, the word makes us smile because of the joy of being a
dad or because of the experience of being a great dad.

BRFAR [RAENR | [ XA BEFEERNNCELSHRRAMGRE. HE
AR, EEARANME, BARAT LR EREE AR AE X XA EE,

For some, it’s a smile tinged with sadness because that great dad is no longer with you. For

others, the word brings up all kinds of complicated emotions. It makes you want to cry and

shout. It’s possible that some of the greatest pain of your life is from your relationship with

him.
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It is possible that the title ETERNAL FATHER doesn’t do much for you. If the word
FATHER made you smile, you need to know that the best thing about your dad is but a
poor reflection of how great Jesus is.
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If it makes you recoil, then you need to know that Jesus is offering the kind of father
relationship that you need but never had.
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God is very different to the ‘never satisfied dad” who rarely, if ever, expresses they are
proud of their children. In Zephaniah 3:17, we read of how God treats those he loves: The
Lord...will rejoice over you with gladness. He will be quiet in his love. He will delight in
you with singing.
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God is not like the time bomb Dad. There is nothing safe about a dad who explodes at any
given moment. It is hard to trust someone who at any moment may be in a bad mood, or is
inconsistent, or you are dodging outbursts.
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This is how Exodus 34:6 speaks of God’s character: The Lord is a compassionate and
gracious God, slow to anger and abounding in love. Jesus is quick to love and slow to
anger.
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God is also not an emotionally distant dad. The Mighty God is so emotionally connected
to you that he will not rest until you are brought home.
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The Eternal Father is not the absent dad. The child with the absent dad harbours deep
feelings of personal rejection. In Hebrews 13 we are told he will never leave us nor
abandon us.
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Jesus is the only one who doesn’t leave and doesn’t disappoint... Doesn’t fail... Doesn’t
hurt... Doesn’t die. He’s eternal and promises to love you like the perfect father forever.
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In the last name given to the baby, we see what this baby will achieve. He will be called
Prince of Peace. Lastly, we know this child is called the Prince of Peace. In Isaiah’s time,
Ahaz and God’s people didn’t realise that the rejection of God was their foundational and
biggest issue. They were so fearful of their enemies to the north and yet failed to see that
they were at war with God.
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The dysfunction we see at all layers of life in this world is the symptom of a bigger issue,
and that is a dysfunctional relationship with God.
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We don’t enjoy peace in our lives and world because we don’t enjoy peace with God. Our
greatest relational problem is our lack of relationship with God. Our greatest poverty is the
spiritual poverty of not knowing God. The greatest injustice is the way we have treated our
Creator.
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This has left us all with a deep longing in our souls to be settled, to find acceptance and to
find peace. In fact, the issue is so profound because we actually live a life pursuing
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conflict with God. We don’t want him to be in charge, or to need him, or to be praised
instead of us.
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The Bible uses the word SIN for this attitude. It’s the problem we all have. We turn away
from God to get freedom, approval, and acceptance, but all we get is a feeling of
vulnerability, being exposed, under judgement, in darkness, always seeking more but
never getting it. It is not a peaceful life.
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That is why Jesus came. His title, Prince of Peace, points to dealing with that issue. Into
the darkness of a world in rebellion against God, God sent a baby born of a virgin.

BHATRREYRE ., - GHESE [ FF0E | B0 T RESEME, £—EFE
ey B2, ERERT AR E AR,

Isaiah goes on to declare what this baby would achieve: He was pierced for our rebellion,

crushed because of our iniquities; punishment for our peace was on him, and we are
healed by his wounds (53:5).
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Christmas points us to Easter and the cost of peace. On the cross, the Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, the Eternal Father, the Prince of Peace, absorbed the pain and the
penalty for our rebellion against his rule and our rejection of his love.
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Christmas doesn’t make much sense without Easter. Jesus, being the Prince of Peace,
doesn’t make much sense until we realise that the peace he came to bring was the peace
we most need, a solution to humanity’s deepest problem - not a vaccine for a virus, but
forgiveness for our sin. The Prince of Peace bought us peace with God.
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The child born was no ordinary birth. This child was GIVEN. Jesus didn’t just come; he
was a gift. For God so loved the world that he GAVE his only Son.


http://www.stoauls.org.au/

www.stoauls.org.au Traditional

BEETHEAEI ARG EOH AL, SR [HT I HET. BERARARRART, 2
— i, EFEHA, EENBEF—HGEF [BE] -1,

Names matter. What we call someone matters. What do you call God? At the beginning of
John’s biography of Jesus’ life, we read what Jesus offers all of us: To all who did receive
him, he gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in his name.
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Believing in Jesus’ name doesn’t mean that we believe he existed, that he can help us, or
even that he rose from death. It means receiving him into our life. It means recognising
that Jesus isn’t just a good bloke who left us with some great thoughts. He is the
Wonderful Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Eternal Father, the Prince of Peace. Receiving
him means you ask him to be those things for you.

BAAR G B R ARRAMGEAYT F&, BRTAFAM, £ E4E4 ﬁ%@&é
E%%%%m%@k&m%i%oEﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁ”@%&m

— e K BT RAK ma%wﬁf\éﬁﬁi%\mﬁ%x\%%%ﬁo&%
R F AR KA ARG P BIRRAT LS B

Receiving him means that whatever you have been searching for all your life, you find it
only in the One who is at the centre of Christmas. When we come to him and receive him
his name, he gives us the name, the approval, the affirmation, and the love we need more
than anything...a child of God. That is the gift he offers us all this Christmas.
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