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2 Peter 1:12-21 // Experiencing Scripture
WAFHRE 1:12-21 /| BERELR

Your Word is Truth #4935 st £ AE

We are taking our final step in this season of YOUR WORD IS TRUTH. If you’re new today
or missed a week or two, let me catch you up really quick on what we’ve heard from God’s
Word in preaching this term:
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The Bible is the truth that interprets the world. We ought to take it seriously. It needs nothing
added to it. We need it to discover God. It is how we see God’s glory. It is clear enough for
anyone to see God. It reveals eternal past to future reality with complete finality. And, all of
every word of it, in history, promise, song, poem, wisdom, prophecy, all intertwined into the
journeys of real, broken, fallible children, women and men, is gathered for us to point to one
real person, Jesus, who was God and is God. Jesus is the embodiment of The Bible, called the
Word Himself, as the only true, worthy, capable, certain, majestic, authentic, climactic,
reigning King over The Kingdom of God that has been forever planned for and established
through Him.
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Or, it’s just another book.
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But if the Bible is all those things, what does reading it actually do? Does experiencing the
Bible really matter?
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Lord God. You made the world and all that is in it. You gave us testimony through the Holy
Spirit from witnesses and prophets, who wrote down Your works and Words for all to
experience. Help us to see You in these words as Your Spirit carries us along in them. Help us
to see Jesus in scripture today and light our life by Him to guide us on our journey. Amen.
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You had to be there #fx%58 # Af72 %5 ?

As a child, my family went on one big holiday to Canada. A bald eagle flew just over our
heads, a bear caught a salmon in a river, we had hot chocolate at the foot of a waterfall beside
a glacier, and a pod of orcas swam along beside our boat. It was amazing. We had a camera
with us. But its photos are nothing compared to my experience of those mountains. Each
picture helps tell the story of our trip, but to truly experience it, well... you had to be there.
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You had to be there... 1t’s a little phrase in English that is used when to experience what
happened truly, you’d need more than my story or a photo. You’d have to have been
physically there. Hearing ‘You had to be there’ is an isolating feeling. The joy or shock or
gravity of the event can’t be shared in a way that brings you into the experience.
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But the Bible is not like that. As you read its Words, even over and over again, you
experience something even better than being there! Because God speaks these Words as we
read, they will never leave you empty, fearing that you had to be there.
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The context of 2 Peter KIFEZHH F

Today’s passage comes from a letter from Peter, one of Jesus’ close twelve disciples, that he
wrote to Christians in around 65 AD. Roman Emperor Nero was in power and was killing
Christians. Eyewitnesses to Jesus were dying out. In verse 14, Peter shared he expected to die
‘soon’. And he did. Peter was crucified hung upside down on a cross for his faith. Peter knew
this would be his last letter, which makes it a kind of last will and testament.
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So what’s in Peter’s will? Some grand story and a ‘you had to be there’? Peter, instead, is
going to explain why we don’t need him around as we have scripture as our eyewitness
testimony to the power and majesty of Jesus. In experiencing scripture, we are made to see
what Peter saw, becoming eyewitnesses of Jesus ourselves through scripture’s words. Peter is
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going to explain this to us by getting out one old photo, one story we’ve already heard him
tell, and then say: you know what, my incredible experience, is what you will experience when
you open your Bible!

AERAFO BB G RAE? — R EROGEF e “ R AAEIFZ” "H? MR, BT
AR BT BRI E A S S, B AERMA ZEAE &HRM B EE LEIRAK Xt
Ao B . AR EEN, KMEAINBEINA RN, BB A IR FRIRL
A, BAMNEH —RERA A FIREE—R; AMCEREAFE —EKRF, A
B Al G, KIELUAE (5H948 0, A & 1RITH E 4817 AF 25869 ]

Experience Testimony #2582 & (v.16-18, 20-21, Mark % 7 9:2-8)

Let’s see how Peter shares this one memory with us. Look at v.16: “For we did not follow
cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in
power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” Peter must have been surrounded by
sceptical people challenging his ‘stories’ about Jesus, even as he shared his eyewitness
testimony as proof. Peter is said to be the main source for Mark’s Gospel, one of four
consistent histories of Jesus gathered from many eyewitnesses. They are not myths, and Peter
was not clever, as the Gospels attest to. He almost laughs at the idea that he could make up
something so wonderful!
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And so, to one last time testify to the power and majesty of Jesus, Peter shares the testimony
of God Himself. Look at v.17: [Jesus] “received honour and glory from God the Father
when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love;
with him I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when
we were with him on the sacred mountain.” Peter wants us to remember this moment as if
we’ve already heard him share the whole thing. We now call this The Transfiguration, which
is recorded in three of the Gospels, and one is in Mark ch.9:
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“eeeJesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where
they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling
white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there appeared before them
Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. ... Then a cloud appeared and covered
them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”
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Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. ”
(missing 1, 5 & 6)
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The greatest of all, God Himself, and also Moses, Elijah, Peter, James, John, and Jesus,
together testify in that moment that Jesus is God, the Messiah.
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But here’s why I think Peter shared that memory with us. Jesus was witnessed to by Moses
and Elijah. The Old Testament was summarised in Jewish tradition as the Law and the
Prophets, and the champions of those two sections were Moses and Elijah. At this moment,
Peter is showing us that their presence confirmed Jesus as the Messiah they those two men
had hoped for, and figuratively, that the Law and the Prophets, the whole Old Testament, are
witnesses to Jesus’ power and majesty, and fulfilment of the promises long hoped in.
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Experience Prophecy 22587 5 (v.19-21, John %94 8:21, John #9% 20:28-29)

It’s their witness that has led Peter to share this memory in particular. Look at verse 19: “We
also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to
pay attention to it”. It’s as if Peter has been holding up a photo, talking you through his
memory, sharing the testimonies of those present and all that moment means for you, and
then he puts down the photo and hands you a Bible and says - In here is a clearer picture of
that moment. In the original language, it’s even stronger, and a better translation of verse 19 is
“we have something more sure, the prophetic Word”, as the ESV version translates it. More
sure than being there or hearing it from Peter is what God does through the Prophetic Word.
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Peter is here referring to the Old Testament part of scripture and then explains how God
worked to create it. In the past, God had never left people to create their own interpretation of
Him based on the world around them (v. 20) or their own thoughts or will (v.21) but directly
from God Himself. Peter is connecting God’s own testimony that he heard from the cloud
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about Jesus with God’s Words spoken through the pages of the Law and the Prophets. They
are one continuous testimony.
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God testified through the Old Testament this way: v.21, “prophets, though human, spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 1 read this week that we can think
of this like sailing.
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Imagine a calm ocean beside a small town. You see the water surface darken and shiver,
showing where the wind is moving. There’s a boat on the shore with a mast. You push it out
past the little breaking waves and climb in. You see an island out to sea, there’ s a snorkel by
your feet in the hull, and there are dolphins further off about to circle the point. What do you
need to experience sailing at that moment? Set a sail.
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If you raised a sail on that mast and turned it to catch some breeze, the boat would begin to
move against the current, and you’d steer it on by the strongest wind to sail to wherever that
wind might send you, where you could not go without it.
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Scripture is like sailing. People wrote what the wind of the Spirit gave them as they were
blown along, carried by the Holy Spirit, yielding their sail to its direction. Because they wrote
God’s Words for us, our experience in those same words blows us along, too, carrying us
sailors toward God’s destination for us, Jesus.
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Peter is more sure that God will speak to readers of scripture through the Holy Spirit than
having to be there to witness it!
AT LA AP G HE BT F e RERHRE, T~ LIALENARLE!

Another example of this is in John 20:28-29 when doubting Thomas finally sees Jesus risen
before him and declares, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus replies: “Because you have seen me,
you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” We are
those see-ers! The blessing of God is received by those who open the scripture and see Jesus
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revealed as Lord and God, powerful and majestic, for we did not see Him like Peter or
Thomas, but in scripture, we really can SEE!
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Scripture didn’t stop with the Law and the Prophets in witnessing to Jesus either. Peter knew
this. Flick forward in this letter to Chapter 3, verses 15-17, where Peter is talking about Paul’s
letters, for people were doubting and twisting Paul’s words like they were Peter’s, denying
Jesus power and majesty. Peter says something amazing here. He says in v.16 that those who
twist Paul’s words also twist the other scriptures. Peter equates Paul’s letters as scripture. He
applies 1:21 to Paul as one who “spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy
Spirit.”
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Testimony validates Jesus. The Prophetic Word witnesses Jesus. Scriptures validate other
scriptures. It’s the testimony of the apostles, too, that is a part of the Holy Spirit’s work. They
are inspired and spoken by God as they fill our sails in our Bibles!
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Experience Light #2525 (v.19, John #3%5 8:12)

And as we see Jesus, through Peter’s testimony in Mark, his reminders in his letters, in Paul’s
letters, in the other Gospels, in the Old Testament, everywhere in here, something happens to
us that changes life for us. Peter says that opening scripture is like v.19, “a light shining in a
dark place”.
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If you are truly ever in the dark, no light is terrifying. I read this week of some planes
returning from a world war battle back to their aircraft carrier ship, low on fuel, but they
couldn’t see where to land. They radioed down to ask for the lights on deck to be turned on,
but it was denied. Lighted runways would give away the position of the ship, and the carrier
would be attacked from above and below. Those planes couldn’t land, and those pilots
perished in the dark waves of the Atlantic Ocean.
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Peter says that not to open scripture and “pay attention” to it is to keep our eyes shut to the
light we need to see in the dark of our world.
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Jesus says in John 8:12, “I am the light of the world.” The imagery of light in the Bible
usually points to Jesus. There’s a moment Christians experience when they first see Jesus as
Lord and God. That is like the dawn of the most wonderful day, light exploding over and into
the darkness of life, and our minds and hearts receive it and remember it. And every time we
open scripture we return to that source of light to enjoy what we first eyewitnessed through
the Holy Spirit in its pages.
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The next verse there in John 8 is just astonishing: v.13: “The Pharisees challenged him,
“Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid.” But Oh, how
wrong they were. The Holy Spirit testifies with Jesus to the fact that He is the light of the
world. All scripture, God Himself, Peter, James, John, all testify that Jesus is the light of the
world!
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If we didn’t need light, then the world without Jesus in our life, with our Bibles closed, would
be fine. But we need it because the world is as deepest darkness compared to a life with Jesus!
By His light, we see what is in the dark to turn away from and where to turn for safety by the
light of the world, Jesus, who also said: “Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but
will have the light of life.” He is eternally committed to every Christian to be their light
always. He stepped into our darkness to lead us into His eternal light.
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Experience Remembering 482 32 1€ (v.13-15)

“Until’, says v.19: “the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” There will
be a day when Jesus, who is called The Morning Star in Isaiah 14 and Revelation 22, will
finally come as the dawn of the unending day where Jesus himself will be with us, satisfying
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the hopes of every heart, so we will not walk in darkness again. We will not need our Bibles
then, for we will experience what we now find in scripture truly face to face with Him,
forever.
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But until that morning star rises, our sun rises with a new day over and over. Every day, we
have the choice to turn to the light of Jesus in scripture or not. Look back at 2 Peter 1:13-15,
“I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body because I
know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will
make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember these
things.” Do you see Peter’s hope for you, a Christian, written into his will? He would see us
“always able to remember” all he testified to, and all scripture’s testimony along with it, so
we can live life seeing in the dark. We can only retain tiny fragments of the wonder of
scripture in our minds. But regular, daily, deliberate, hopeful reading of the Bible was what
Peter knew we needed for life more than we needed him. His efforts to put words in our
hands were so we would always be reading and seeing the light by which we see in the dark
of this world.
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I left out two verses from Peter’s story from Mark 9:5-6. While that astonishing experience
was blowing Peter’s mind, “Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us
put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know
what to say; they were so frightened.)” Isn’t Peter relatable?! But do you see the word
‘shelter’ there (‘tent’ in other translations)? It’s actually the same Greek word ‘tabernacle’
Peter used to describe his body in v.14 of his letter. When Peter dies, he’ll cast off his
temporary shelter and looks forward to receiving a glorified body like he saw Jesus take up
on that mountain, remembering the stupid thing he said to Jesus about building tents for them
to dwell on earth there. Peter knew that he missed the point on that day. Jesus had given up
the glory of Heaven to take up the tent-dwelling of a human body so that we could look
forward to a life beyond our aging, decaying bodies.
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In 2 Peter, now well into his 60s, facing execution for his faith, Peter perhaps chuckled to
himself as he described his aging body as a tent. Peter had discovered that what he did in the
tent of his body on earth mattered for eternity and lived boldly in the light of His Lord Jesus.
Peter calls you to do the same.
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Experience Scripture #2582 4% X

As Peter wrote this letter, I suspect he was reflecting on Moses’ words in Deuteronomy 4:9:

“...do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as

you live”.

TRFHEHEE, BSAEREREERAE (Fail) 49 P95 [ RFROIE,
SIFERRRBITELNF, eFEF— A0SR G LTRSS |,

Experiencing the Bible is your chance to see Jesus, which is more sure than eyewitnessing
Him like Peter did. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, scripture speaks to you by that same Spirit
from God. As we read, we see the light that guides our way in the dark of this world. And
once experienced, the Bible continues to light our every day until Jesus returns.
TR E R RARA LIRS &, WARME AR ERAER . EEFEORTT,
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So, what are you going to do with the Bible? Does experiencing the Bible really matter?
AR, ARITHA (Z42) BrHER? BRELANRERD?

There will be so many distractions in the dark to want to pull your face away and shut off the
light of the Bible. I am often deceived to keep this Word shut on the shelf. Reject them!
PP EAEHE SN TH, REARRRSH, MIFRRRLGPIE. KF B
Fervag s AR ER AR, FEEAT!

To you who have never seen Jesus, open a Gospel! Get the Word 1-to-1 app, which is your
guided tour through the eyewitness testimony of John, Peter’s fellow disciple. Open the Word
and see the light that shows Jesus for who He really is.
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To you who say you have seen Jesus, but do not open the Bible, ask for desire from God to
see Him. Do not leave your shut eyes in the dark any longer. And ask for help! Staff would
love to speak to you today if you find your lips declaring that the Bible is true, but your life
shows you’re uninterested most days in experiencing the light of scripture.
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And to those who open God’s Word more often than not (4 or more times a week), keep
reading. Peter would keep reminding you, no matter how often your Bible is opened, to keep
looking to the light, keep seeing Jesus, for the sake of defending Jesus’ power and majesty,
for your own sake, AND for the sake of those who you live alongside, at home, at work,
wherever you are, who witness you living for Jesus, testifying to them in word and action that
He is the light of the world. They can’t see Him without experiencing scripture. So, ready
yourself to open the Bible with others. It’s how they can eyewitness Jesus, in a way more sure
than they’ve witnessed your changed life lived in His light.
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Let’s ask God for help to experience scripture
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Lord God, You know us and love us. Thank You for giving us Your Words in the Bible to
experience the wind of Your Spirit’s guidance that helps us see Jesus as powerful and glorious,
as Your Son, and reveal Him as the light that guides us to life in the darkness of our sinful
world. We are so imperfect like Peter was. Help us to come to know Jesus. Help us to desire
to experience scripture every day. Help us to share the light of scripture in our lives so more
of the millions you love may experience seeing Jesus as Peter did on that mountain, in His
glorious, gracious majesty forevermore. Amen.
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