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In recent weeks, a Christian pastor and his wife in Denver, Colorado, have been accused of
running a cryptocurrency scam and using the proceeds to pay for a home renovation and
vacations.
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The couple were indicted on 40 counts of theft, securities fraud and racketeering. Prosecutors
say the couple solicited $3.4 million from investors for a business venture, but only a small
amount went to the business venture.
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Instead, the couple spent at least $1.3 million of those proceeds on personal expenses,
including a home renovation that they said “the Lord” told them to do. They also spent it on
airline tickets, motel rooms and high-end retail merchandise, and other personal expenses.
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When Christians, and especially Christian leaders, live lives inconsistent with their belief, it
drags the credibility of the Christian faith into the gutter, and it weakens the faith of many.
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You may recall from last week that the Apostle Paul took the message of Christianity to the
city Thessalonica about 20 years after Jesus was crucified. When people became Christians,
the city went into riot and so Paul and his team had to escape for their lives under the cover of
darkness.
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This gave some opponents of the new Christians ammunition. They attempted to undermine
the Christian faith of these new Christians by discrediting Paul.
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Reading between the lines we could imagine they said something like: He ran away and
hasn't been heard from since. He is not sincere. He is just another one of those phoney
philosophers who are always dropping into Thessalonica. He is a charlatan. He is in it for
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what he gets out of it...sex, money, prestige, power. At the first sign of trouble, he slipped out
of town. He doesn t care about you.
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As Paul defends himself in chapters 2 and 3, he is giving us a philosophy of Christian
ministry, and a pattern for the Christian life. While these verses have a lot to say to those in
Christian ministry, they actually apply to all Christians.
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The way he defends himself is simply by reminding them of what they already know. Six

times in these verses — 1, 2, 5, 9, 10, 11 — Paul says, “you know,” or “you remember,” or
“you are witness.”

B T##as X, RARBAMLEENEF, ATEHLEIPT—I, 2. 5. 9,
10, N——HRBERIRE] [RMAE ], THRMRA ], & TARIIEE

He is simply reminding them of what they actually saw, heard and experienced with Paul — a
life consistent with being in Christ. He is open and transparent.
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The first thing they know about Paul is his COURAGE. Verse 1 & 2: You know, brothers and
sisters, that our visit to you was not without results. We had previously suffered and been
treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell
you his gospel in the face of strong opposition.
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The word for DARED means to speak freely, openly, fearlessly. It is to be outspoken, frank,
clarity of speech. It is to speak with courage. He courageously spoke the gospel of Jesus
Christ to them. He did it despite having previously suffered and been treated outrageously in
Philippi.
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When he arrived in Thessalonica he was bruised and wounded. He was humiliated, beaten,
flogged and thrown into prison in Philippi. He would have turned up with cuts and bruises
because he preached the gospel, and he did it all again...and again after he left.
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Paul gave himself and suffered for the Thessalonians. He was courageous.
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The second thing the Thessalonians know about Paul is that he didn’t exploit the
Thessalonians for personal gain. Verse 3, For the appeal we make does not spring from
error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you.
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He did not call them to faith in Jesus Christ to gain a following and mislead them, or get
sexually involved with anyone, or try to deceive them in any way so he can feel more
powerful. He gave them the truth and kept himself pure.
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He also wasn’t driven to please people. Verse 4, We are not trying to please people but God,
who tests our hearts. Verse 6, We were not looking for praise from people, not from you or
anyone else.
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People pleasing usually comes from a place of deep insecurity. A people-pleaser don’t give
themselves; they only give angles on themselves that they hope will get your approval. You
never really know them. You only know what they want you to know about them in order to
extract praise. A people-pleaser uses people, so they feel pleased with themselves.
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Paul did not flatter or position himself for money. Verse 5, You know we never used flattery,
nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed —God is our witness.
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Flattery is using language not for the sake of truth, but for the sake of manipulation. You want
something. In this case, Paul was being accused of buttering them up as a cloak to cover
greed. They say he wanted their money, not their souls.
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According to v.9, that was not the case, Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil
and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we
preached the gospel of God to you. He was not after their money. He was after their souls for
their good.
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The Thessalonians know of Paul’s COURAGE, his refusal to EXPLOIT OTHERS, and
thirdly, Paul’s SERVICE OF OTHERS. He was there to give them himself. When you give
yourself, you don’t flatter, and you don’t position yourself for money, and you don’t expect to
be served. You are there to give. That’s who you are in Christ — a giver.
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Verses 6-8 reveal the heart of Paul: even though as apostles of Christ we could have asserted
our authority. 7 Instead, we were like young children among you. Just as a nursing mother
cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were
delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well.
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What they know of Paul is he exchanged a relationship of power as the great apostle for a
relationship of gentle, tender affection and service of them. Instead of wielding authority, he
became like a child. He didn’t just come to them with a message, but he also gave them
himself, the messenger. Not just words, but a life. Not just doctrines, but a heart.
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What he says in v7 is quite startling: Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, so we
cared for you. The breastfed infant is dependent on the mother’s milk for nourishment and
life. It’s a powerful image of Paul’s ministry.
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It’s an all-consuming role for the nursing mother as they baby requires milk 6—10 times a day.
When not feeding the mother is caring for the other needs of the child and refuelling herself
for the next round.
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Being a nursing mother requires significant sacrifices. Sacrifices like dietary, time, physical
discomfort, sleep deprivation, and emotional strain. It is around the clock care. Twenty-four-
hour commitment. The mother gives herself away mentally, physically, emotionally.
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His gentleness, tenderness, love, and care for the Thessalonians was deep. The Thessalonians
are not a new set of employees that require training. They are not new friends to share
experiences with. Paul empties himself for the sake of these new disciples of Jesus Christ.
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And he says in v.9: Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we
worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel
of God to you.
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Paul then summarises his defence in v.10: You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy,
righteous and blameless we were among you who believed.
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With that, he raises the bar of Christian discipleship and ministry. Don’t balk at this, as
though he was saying he was sinless. What this means is: We honoured God in boldly
preaching the gospel, we treated people rightly in line with the gospel, and we gave no one a
legitimate reason to accuse us of bad behaviour or lacking integrity. He was above reproach.
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In my preparation I noticed that the most common way to apply these verses is to the Pastor,
or Christian leadership, or pastoral ministry. It’s true that Paul does provide a lot of insight
concerning the manner and motive of Christian ministry, but also the Christian life in general.

5


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional
AALEHBFAPIEER, BRELRT LGR AL LKET, A BFHAHREHKF L,
REAEHEBTHEF I T X fodpih, BLRHEFEREFTOEEFARBETHS R
%) 69 JURE .

Paul is writing to new Christians under the sway of a people who wanted them to abandon
their trust in Jesus. They were doing that by undermining the person who brought the gospel
to them.
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Paul declared that his visit to them was not in vain. It was not empty or fruitless. The
Thessalonian church is evidence of his gospel proclamation. He writes this letter because he
is concerned that it will be in vain if they believe the lies and give in to the pressure.
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Having laid out his defence he then calls the Thessalonians to follow his pattern of life in
verses 11-12: For you know that we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own
children, 12 encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls
you into his kingdom and glory.
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He shifts from the metaphor of being a nursing mother with care and tenderness and sacrifice,
to that of the father. In the first century, sons followed their father. If the father was a farmer,
so was the son.
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The father would prepare the son to take over from them, through encouragement, comfort
and urge their sons as they followed them in life and vocation.
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Paul was tender as he encouraged and comforted these new believers faint-hearted under
pressure. But he was also uncompromising in his appeal to them...his charge to them to: live
lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.
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Paul’s appeal here is the same as what he wrote in 1:6: You became imitators of us and of the
Lord. In vv11-12. Paul is appealing to them to continue in imitating him lest their faith be in
vain.
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Paul had lived among them in such a way that he can point to his life and say, “/ imitated
Jesus. Jesus was working in me and through me when I came to Thessalonica, and my
ministry was the ministry of Jesus to you.” He is saying to them that his pattern of life is a life
that is shaped by, and in step with, the gospel.
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The gospel of Jesus Christ is not simply about sin management. The gospel means that
rebellious creates who have walked away from their creator God are brought back to God.
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The Christian has been rescued from the kingdom of the world and its future judgement, and
into the kingdom of God and its glory.
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The Christian is in Christ, in his kingdom, a new creation, and awaiting the final glory of it to
be revealed. The life we now live is the life of Jesus Christ being lived out in us. The
Christian is under the rule of Jesus.
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It’s significant that Paul writes to the Thessalonian Christians, God calls you into his
kingdom and glory. In the original language of the New Testament that is in the present tense.
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It means God never stops calling the non-Christian and the Christian into his kingdom. God’s
call into his kingdom is always coming at us, and that call is live lives worthy of him.
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It’s the call to live each moment knowing who our king is. It’s the call into his glory. The
word glory means prestige, power, or influence. The reason Paul didn’t seek glory from
others is because he already had the ultimate glory in Jesus Christ. The constant call of God
in over our lives is to enter his spectacular glory of Christ being king. That is the essence of
the appeal in v.12: live lives worthy of God.
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It’s a call that literally means to walk worthily of God. The metaphor of ‘walking’ to describe
the Christian life is often used in the Bible. Walking is something nondramatic, rhythmic. It
consists of steady, repeated actions you can keep up in a sustained way for a long time.
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When God called Abraham in Genesis 17, he didn’t tell him to “somersault before me” or
even “run before me”. No one can keep such behaviour up day in and day out. He called him
to walk before me faithfully.
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Walking is day in and day out praying; day in and day out hearing from God in the Bible; day
in and day out obeying, building and loving Christian friends, and corporate worship,
committing yourself to and fully participating in the life of a church, generosity, service,
entrusting the gospel to others. It is rhythmic, on, and on and on. To walk with God is a
metaphor that symbolises slow and steady progress. Walking with God means treating God as
God and as present in all of life.
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I commend to you our seven rhythms of grace as our expression of Christian living to see
each other please God with our lives.
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God is together calling us into the life of courage, sacrifice, and service that Paul models. He
is calling us into these kinds of relationships not only because of our need to get it, but
because of our calling to give it. To give ourselves. To take a risk of sharing our soul, to put
away all deceit and exploitation, to renounce people-pleasing, to be done with flattery and
greed; to express tender, mother-like affection and care for people; to be holy, righteous, and
blameless in our conduct; to encourage and comfort and urge others to heed the call of God to
live worthy of him.
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All of us need a power to live like this. All of us need to be exhorted, encouraged and urged
to take our next steps. What empowered Paul to live courageously and sacrificially as he
gives himself away for the sake of others? He tells us in v.1, 8, and 9... THE GOSPEL.
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The Christian gospel is the message that God, out of his unconditional choosing love, has
given his only Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to be the substitute for sinners as our rescuer.
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Jesus lived the perfect life we all should have lived as God requires and also died the death
we should die for rejecting God and living our own way.
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Paul was an extremely devout religious man whose zeal led him to savagely persecute
Christians and the early church. Not unlike the persecutors of the church in Thessalonica.
Then God called him into his kingdom through Jesus on the Damascus Road.
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All of Paul’s suffering, sacrificing, church planting, preaching, service and loving was not an
attempt to please people, nor was it an attempt to gain approval from God.
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All of it was to please the God whose approval he enjoyed in the gospel. As it says in v4, he
was approved by God. So, it didn’t really matter that there were those who were persecuting
Paul.
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It didn’t really matter to him that he faced humiliation, rejection, hardship, persecution,
slanderous accusations, he had been called into God’s glory, he was approved by God, and so
he pressed on turning away from idols to serving God.
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If we are stuck in a ditch, meandering, getting weary, afraid, then do what Paul did and look
to Jesus.
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Jesus left his Father’s glory and lived among us. He lived a life of absolute integrity. Sinless,
blameless, perfect in every way. Impeccable and flawless. Even his enemies said he was a
person of integrity who obeyed God and not swayed by people.
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Yet he was considered mad by his family, slandered as a lawbreaker, called a child of Satan,
and charged with blasphemy, and died the agonising death of a common criminal.
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Jesus was despised, rejected, mocked, abandoned, beaten, whipped, humiliated, so that we
might be brought in to God with all the love and approval and glory that Jesus had always
known.
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To the degree that we look to Jesus and the gospel, is the degree that we will live a life
worthy of God.
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