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In the later months of 2009, I received a letter from NSW Roads requesting that I front up to a
vehicle inspection station with a vehicle I had purchased about 18 months earlier.
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The letter stated that there was some concern that my vehicle wasn’t adequately repaired after a
major accident. I wasn’t concerned because it was a great vehicle that I had no issues with.
Fdad, MEERGEMTRRAFEATRFUAAAMZT EANEE. RETRE S,

[ #18 & — 90 4 A 18 B AT R RARAR 49 2

I arrived at the inspection station, handed over the vehicle and waited. After about 45 minutes, two
inspectors gave me their report: a classic ‘good news/bad news’ report.
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The good news is that the vehicle was in great order and certainly roadworthy. The bad news was the
vehicle is what is known as a ‘rebirthed’ vehicle.
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They explained that a rebirthed vehicle is a stolen vehicle. Someone purchases a vehicle that has
been in a major accident but is deemed repairable. The purchase price is very cheap.
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Instead of going through the costly process of repairing the vehicle, they steal a matching vehicle
that is in good order. All the identifying markers of the original vehicle are then transferred to the
stolen vehicle, making it look like it is repaired.
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The original vehicle is then chopped up and disposed of. The vehicle I was driving around in looked
exactly like the original vehicle before its accident, but it wasn’t it.
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I was then told by the inspectors to sit tight as the major crimes squad was on its way. Within two
hours, it was loaded on the back of a truck and on its way to a Police evidence compound.
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All this happened the day before our second child was born. When she was born, she was
immediately recognisable as ours. At birth, we are all identified genetically as we share the genetic
make-up of our biological parents.



Traditional

TR A AR E EETHE AN — R, SHE AN, IR ZE LMY, &
AR, RMAELRRE B4R, B AKRMA R AL XS EH 4R

We also inherit our ethnic make-up. Depending on where you are born, you are also likely to have a
national identity. And certainly, for the early years of our lives, we also share the socio-economic
identity of our parents.
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Our birth identifies us. And as we have just read, Peter describes becoming a Christian as being
reborn...a new birth. The new birth doesn’t change who we are in all our ethnic, national, genetic, or
socio-economic markers, but it does change our lives in such a way that we are fundamentally very
different people.
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That is what this vision series is all about. Over this term, we are building our way up to Easter and
the celebration of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ for the salvation of humanity.
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As we build up to Easter, we are going to be looking at what resurrection life looks like through
sections of 1 and 2 Peter. How does the new birth, being rebirthed by Jesus Christ, how does it
change us?
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Today we are going to lay the foundation by looking at the new birth.
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WHAT IS THE NEW BIRTH? ... WHAT DOES IT DO? ... HOW DOES IT GROW? ... WHO
MAKES IT POSSIBLE?
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1 Peter 1:3, Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has
given us new birth.
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All Christians, everyone who trusts in Jesus Christ, are described as been given a new birth. All are
born again, not just just a certain type of Christian.
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We are not told much here about what the new birth is that the Christian has received. We know from
other parts of the Bible that the new birth is a new life and vitality.
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When a person is born again, they experience a new life. Spiritual life comes into you. God puts his
very life in us. This new birth will come to us in different ways.
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There is no one type of experience that everyone must have. For some, it is like a lightning bolt; for
us, it happens so gradually that they hardly recognise it. It is important not to insist that it happens in
a certain way.
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Even though the new birth comes to us differently, and at times this new life might be subtle, it is
nevertheless astounding.
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The original New Testament word for it is palingenesia - it means regeneration in English. The book
of Titus tells us that when we are born again, we experience regeneration. Titus uses that word
palingenesia.
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In Matthew 19:28 Jesus says this: Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of
Man sits on his glorious throne... Jesus is referring to the end of all time.

AR XAET) 1928 ¥, IRHREARR: KETLEEFHI, HFITESELRELGA, B TEY
BH AFLEMRIE T B _EGGIFIE - IRERAG 09 R A — I 09 #4305

God’s power will come down into this world and renew, make right, everything that is wrong,
stained, evil, deformed, broken about this world. Death and evil and suffering will be gone. All tears,
sadness, and anxiety will be wiped away.
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Despite all the superpowers, wealth and technology of this world, it's not enough to bring about that
kind of change. Think of what is required to bring that about.
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Jesus describes that time as the renewal of all things. Or in the original Greek language, the
palingenesia. Paul has the audacity to use the same word to describe the new birth of the Christian.
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The tremendous power that renews all things at the end comes into the life of the Christian now
through faith in Jesus Christ.
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That means that every Christian puts up with stuff they don’t need to put up with. The potential to
change things in our lives is astounding.
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This is the new life we get with the new birth. So where does this new birth operate in the Christian?
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The new birth operates in the hopes of the Christian. The reason new birth changes the Christian so
much is because it changes their hopes. If you change a person’s hopes, you change everything.
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Back to v.3 again: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he
has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for
you.
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The direction of every person’s life is set by what they hope in the most, so if you can offer a person
a life giving, imperishable hope, then their life is changed forever.
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All of us have certain desires and expectations. There are desires like meaning, significance, security,
and purpose. Then you work out what will fulfil those desires. Whatever we believe in to fulfil those
desires is what we set our hearts on. Which is another way of saying our hope is on it.
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Our hearts might be set on career, money, accomplishment, status, love, romance, beauty, family,
political and social causes. Everyone choses something to believe in that will fulfil our hopes.
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We are unavoidably hope-based creatures. Proverbs 13:12, in the OT, tells us that hope deferred
make the heart sick.
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We experience our present in radically different ways depending on our future hope. Imagine I gave
two people a pair each of the exact same scissors and said the task was to cut the church grass.
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Their experience of that task would be totally different if I said to one that they would receive $20
when it is all done, but I told the other they would receive $200,000. Hope makes all the difference
to the experience.
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My point is that we are all hope-driven, but the new birth changes our hope. The new birth gives us
hope that is imperishable, but all other hopes perish and fade.
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This brings us to the issue of how the new life grows. How do we wrench our hearts away from
hopes that will fade and put them on to a hope that never will perish, fade, or disappoint?
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The are different ways this happens, but the main way that 1 Peter talks about growing in our new
life and hope, and therefore more like Jesus in character and stable in life, and more loving and
joyful, is through suffering.
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I’m going to say a lot more about this in a few weeks, so I don’t want to say too much about it now.
But here’s a taste.
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Take a look at v.6: In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith-of
greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire-may result in praise, glory,
and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.
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The first words of v.6 say the Christian rejoices in their hope. It's actually present tense. What makes
that remarkable is that the words ‘suffer grief” actually mean being in agony. Lots of pain.
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It doesn’t say you used to rejoice, but now you are in pain. Nor does it say that because you’ve got
lots to rejoice about, you’re not really in pain.
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Both the feeling of the agony and the rejoicing are present tense. They are concurrent activities.
When we do both of those things at the same time, it is like putting gold into a furnace.
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It refines you and grows you as the suffering drives you into your real hope that can never fade or
perish.
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And yet, this is almost never our view of suffering. In a day and culture that suggests our personal
happiness is of the highest importance, then anything hard, difficult, or unpleasant is considered bad,
wrong, or even evil.
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We, therefore, can’t possibly imagine why God would allow suffering and hardship at all.
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So, imagine a Forestry worker. They have marked a bunch of trees for cutting down and milling.
Then they notice that at the top of the first tree to be cut a bird is busy building a nest.
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So, they whack the tree and make lots of noise until eventually the bird is so fed up, they move to
another tree. But that tree, too, is marked to be felled.
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So, the forestry worker does it all again until the bird moves to another tree. But again, it's coming
down, too. So, this worker does it again and again and again. This bird is like...what is your
problem?! Give me a break.
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The bird then moves out of the forest and starts to build its nest on a large, solid rock. It notices that
the forestry worker finally leaves it alone.
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The older we get we realise that every tree, every hope, will eventually come down. We didn’t
believe it when we were young. Every generation thinks it will be able to do what no other has been
able to do.
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Our hearts are not designed to be completely fulfilled by anything or everything in this life. We
simply don’t realise the greatness of our souls and the depth of our desires and hopes.
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The best thing God can do for us is bang on the tree of our lives in order to move us to a surer
foundation and a greater hope. An imperishable hope.

L R A APV AT F R AR SAT RN A Z B, DR AMA LR T A2 X
My E, AT E,

The worst thing that can happen is for us to be left to our own devices, building our lives on
something that will come crashing down.
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How can Peter say that if you are a Christian, this new birth and living, imperishable hope is possible?
How can he say that when we fail ourselves, fail each other, and fail God?

AR EERF, W RARALT®, SEELEfKRE, TATHRELTRGR? & AT E A
AT, FAaML, F4LF, RERESARRR?

None of us have loved God and loved our neighbours as ourselves, all the time. We haven’t done it
and will never do it. How can Peter promise us a hope that will never perish?
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Reading from v.10: Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to
come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings
of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not
serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those
who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to
look into these things.
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What is the gospel that the prophets revealed, and the apostles preached? It is that Jesus Christ
suffered. The Son of God, the creator of all things, came as the rescuer and ruler of humanity in
weakness and not in triumph. He died on a Roman cross for the sin and failure of humanity. He died
the death we should die.
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We, the weak and perishing, have a glorious and imperishable hope because Jesus Christ, the
glorious and eternal one, perished in shame for us.
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Our new birth and glorious hope are not based on our performance; it is based on the performance of
the imperishable one. The Christian’s glory is assured because he emptied himself of his glory.
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And it says there that angels never get tired of looking at what Jesus Christ has done for us. In fact,
the word ‘long to’ means to lust for something.
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There is nothing greater for an angel than to look at and ponder and desire more of what Jesus Christ
has done for humanity.
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This is how we heal hearts of the despair that we have. Keep looking at the gospel and this living
hope will grow in our hearts and change us more and more into the likeness of Jesus Christ.
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I’'m fully aware that I’ve covered a huge topic in a very short time. I’ve therefore made statements
and claims that I haven’t unpacked that are very worthy of being unpacked more.

RAEEEXKINRAREBOFHMNZET —BEERGIA, B, RERT —LXHAMBHG
BWlfe £ 0k, GREHI TRIFEFEMLE—T BN,

I’m aware that on any given Sunday, we are all at different stages of understanding and embracing
Jesus Christ and the salvation he offers. I’ve made some assumptions that may not be yours.
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I would like to invite you to explore those claims and assumptions with us. At the end of the month,
we are starting a 7-part course called ALPHA that explores the big questions of life and the Christian
faith.
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It’s a relaxed and safe place to explore deeper. I’d invite you to be part of it.
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Maybe you already have explored it, but today, God is pressing in on you to take that next step of
coming to Jesus and receiving the new birth. I’d love to talk to you about that after the service if that
1S you.
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