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We Are Family &1 — KA

Eph YA ArZ 5:21-6:9, 22 March 2026 3 A 22 H

It’s a big passage that was read out for us, and my prayer before we begin, is that we come
with a humility and curiosity, and what I would love for us to see is that we might actually
have a heightened love for God and a deeper appreciate for the gospel. So let’s pray...
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I am often told when I’m in a conversation with someone, ‘Sorry, I’ve lost you.” Maybe
you’ve felt that as well. And for me, I’'m confused. I felt like I had this complete train of
thought that made sense for the other person. I honestly feel like it made sense how we
moved from this topic to this topic.
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And if you’ve been travelling along with us in Ephesians you might feel as though, hmm...
Paul’s shifted a little bit. And you may have gone ‘Sorry Paul, I’ve lost you.” You’re talking
about marriage after talking about the church? And I’m aware that this can be quite a personal
topic for many from either past, current situations of marriage experienced or observed.
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Why does Paul jump in and begin talking about marriage, and our relationships? God can
care all about matters to do with the spiritual, about eternity, but why does he suddenly need
to butt into my everyday?

At AR R AR R S BRI A R FTRAR B ? AP ST AR B ERAMMNE,
SAKIEAMOE, 25 BHRAREZNMNKGE FEE?

Two things we need to understand here:

BRAFAHFEMNELNG:

1. Ephesians follows a logic that Paul often begins with which begins with who God is
and what he’s done---before showing how that changes how we live. And that’s exactly
what’s happening here. The gospel isn’t just about Sunday and ‘heaven’---it should
reshape your everyday life. Your home, your relationships, your work. If Jesus is your
Saviour, he is also your King---in everything.
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2. The church is a family. We are family. That’s why Paul talks about households---

because the church itself is a household. When you trust in Jesus, your family expands.
You gain brothers and sisters in Christ. So what happens in your home matters for the
life of the church. You’re not just baptised into Christ---you’re welcomed into his
family.
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And here Paul speaks about two areas that should be shaped and transformed by the gospel:
homes and workplaces.

HigA2, REKIT RERZB AT LA R AR K fe TAE T

It’s the commonplaces for everyone. This is where the rubber hits the road. It’s when we
interact with household members, friends, colleagues. This passage begins with this hinge
verse that concludes last’s week’s passage and precedes what has been read for us today:
Verse 21: Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
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What Paul starts with the call for us to follow God’s example in our character, extends in this
verse to how we relate to one another. Submission is to be ready to renounce your own will

for the sake of others. Submission is not weakness, it’s Christ-like strength. As Christ is the
one who himself (verse 2): loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.
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It’s what we see him do in Philippians 2:6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death---even
death on a cross!
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He is God. Yet, he despite his nature, makes the choice to submit. And this forms the basis of
us how we ought to think about our relationships. This means that if you are single, not
married, not planning on getting married, this passage matters to you still. The question we
need to answer is:

AR, Kif, BT RAER Lk, HATERRR. BT RITRE T AFA
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B R AR, EERE, WRERES . B AAINEEH, SRELHRMA
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How should our relationships look like in light of the Cross?

ETFROALRT, KMOARMRREZMAEART?

There are two analogies that I think that are helpful to understand each sphere of our life:
KL AR B b A Bh A B AR R AP A 09 AR AR IR

1. Homes are Mirrors
R E 2 55T

2. Workplaces are Altars
I VE T R A

1. Homes are Mirrors £ i % 6-F

Now today, in regard to marriage, I will recognise that I will not give you a full dissection on
this, but that’s because we have a whole term series worth discussing Marriage in Term 2. So
I will try to keep it brief.
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But the first thing I want to mention about this section is that what is so clear about love and
marriage is shaped by God. Who God is, shapes what marriage is. Love and marriage is not a
human invention, it is a reflection of Christ and his Church. Have a look at verse 23: For the
husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is

the Savior.
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Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in
everything. Marriage is a reflection of the very nature of Christ and His Church. We need to
be careful that we don’t put our cultural lens and gavel on and discount parts of Scripture here
because we think it’s archaic, or even import a harsh view that Paul does not have.
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Paul is not communicating that:

PRI $AF EAdE:

« husbands and wives (and therefore men and women) are not equal

L kA ETF (ARFAFLA) RFF

« nor that women are subjugated under men to will-less obedience
ERRRIAZRBRAFAZLT, £E£BLEHIAR
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« not even that there are particular household roles that the husband must do or the wife
must do.

L ETRRAFH R TIER ELIAE L KRRET B,

And we must recognise that this passage and many others have been used as coercion and
selfish and immoral gain by many to justify domestic abuse. That is spiritual abuse. That is
sin. The Bible is not condoning that but condemning it. This is not Paul’s view on submission.
What exactly is this submission in regard to?

AL IARERE], BREIIHF L AMELTHFALZARNRMEATE, aRfe ik
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W

a

Firstly, it is a submission, first and foremost to Christ. But, secondly, we need to understand
Paul’s instruction to the husband in this passage.

Bh, VAR B EAHLFWER. 128, X, ZME2EMRELASHELFHL
KOGHE,

Wives get this one verse, where the men get all these verses: Verse 25-31. Husbands, love
your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy,
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a
radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this
same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies.

EFRAE—B, ML RSAABREH: %2531 6, FX L8, HIr1Ezgac
19 EF, EmBBEKE, HHEHC, XRBFELHEGHF, ‘HERLEF, IF
B, 1EREGHE, THIT, RKFHGHIG, mmeLFIHHEIEE), LK
BIEGIIKEET, WwFE AT

Notice I emphasised /love. In the original language, there are different kinds of love, and here
Paul chooses to use the ‘agape’ love. Let’s say that together. Agape. This agape love is the
same one that Christ Jesus has for the church that we saw earlier in verse 1. It’s a special love.
What does this agape love look like? It’s:

HEERBRAT £, BRLF, ARRNE, KRB AEAREZERL R agape’® . &AM1—
A RF Agape’s 1EAE agape B AMZATA 1 5 A 2|09 L B ARAR H 3889 5% 2 — 1089,
12 A —AEAER 0% . EAE agape B A EARTH? €A

« self-emptying -- Verse 25, as Christ gives himself, so too does the husband give
himself up
BlEal—% 258, EwARERT, LXELEAHETHT

« self-sacrificing -- verse 26 -- Jesus makes us clean through the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ.

EHEAT—% 26 8 ARk 5 2 A 0 e AAE AR RAVE T

And so, husbands ought to do the same, renounce not just his will, but his life for the sake of
the church. That’s the kind of love. The love that runs into a burning building to save a child.
This is the love that Jesus has for the church.
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Bk, XREERRIT, TMEATACHER, LRARXTHGIIET . SHANE
Fo MARMTEMIZNZERD LKA TR . SHRAIRKERGTOE,

This is not some over-romanticised/overly emotional sense of love. It is a love that is self-
denying. Love and affectional commitment is the centrepiece of marriage, which defied
Roman culture where marriage functioned more transactionally and for economic gain.
BARA—ABARFURBAFENGE . B2 —HMHBETHE, TRFEERGES S
IREG RS, BB H AP IRIA L 5 R XS ARSI A B 69 A s L.

If you are a husband, you are to lead like Jesus Christ. You serve your family not for selfish
gain, or to be manipulative/abusive. This passage should not give any space for a man to

think that he can control or demand submission from his partner. To rule and demand, is not
the picture that the Lord has. Even beyond the Scriptures this is not the picture? Why?

R AL K, REBRIRKET —ARFE. FIRFRESRZLT ARNALE, LRE
HTHRERERF. SERELTNEZL T AR T M 38 A M 7T 232 5] & KAFAGBIR
YibFe B, RREEIMEANET®, PEAEELEZI, BELRZRANETE? AHH/E?

Because your life is to be a mirror. At the very core of who you were made to be in the
beginning, you were made to be a mirror. God made all humanity in his image (Gen 1:29),
God’s representative on this earth that has dignity, likeness and agency. And therefore he
establishes the marriage, the home to be a mirror too. Like that’s a beautiful image, isn’t it?
That just like if a light were to shine onto a mirror, it gets reflected everywhere, the reflection
of Christ’s love ought to permeate everywhere in your life.

H ARG EGRERA—TET. BIRRMBEGBSRKRT R, FHEL LT RAE—

BT . APBEERGT L ET AAK (A 1:29) , b LeyRE, AL
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Have a look at Verse 28: He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated
their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church for we
are members of his body. ""For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.

A8 RRTHALGC T, KRAFAREHCH AR, ERKEW,
REFHHG—IE, BENRSBGER: [HEla4H, KALEHCE, HEF
..f-érl"é\, ;Alfiﬁ"‘ﬂﬂgo _/

When a believer’s life is transformed by Jesus, it’s no longer about the self, self, self, it is
about the other. And so too in marriage, it is about your spouse. Yet ironically, in verse 28, by
doing so, you love yourself. Why? Because God’s purposes for marriage was for it to be
united companionship, not two separate people with two separate agendas. One flesh.

BB A A IR, AAFAMT A, AR AKX, ®AMNTRA
EAIA A e, AW FROEAR, AREAIE, 5285, BHREALES A
Lo AfE? B A EHIEIRG B 89, RERAS—OFEMAA, A RESHGA
wERERR S, &8,
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Submission is not something the husband calls the wife to, but the wife does willingly to
support the husband in his pursuit to submit to Christ and to pour out of himself for his wife.
R ALK ELETEMNF, RALT AMEM, %HELH LKL FERERE
HEFAB AT,

Husbands, your obligation in marriage is to her. If you subscribe to Biblical headship, as John
Calvin says, it is not kingship (as that is reserved to and for Jesus), but of companionship.
Your purpose is to love and serve her selflessly, at great personal cost. It’s so that the bride
might thrive. To support her in being the woman God has called her to be. It’s to respect her.
To see her succeed for Christ in her communities, her workplaces, as a mother, as a daughter.
That is your submission to Christ.

LKA, RABIRT ARG, R RETRLEFH [ ] BRLS, Ewy
WA LR, AR I (B AHIHLEEAIRKE) | mABHEMAR. R B
A VIAE K GEARAE, BT HFIRER, L HTERNTRREELRK. RAHT L
F e B B BB AN RAT B Ed, AT A AWRGZEN ., Jid
TAEGPT. F AR, FhAK, HEBRT. Gt AMRELBQIRR,

This passage is not prescriptive in how this necessarily gets worked out in marriage. I am not
here to say that the woman or man must do particular tasks in the home. But the passage does
tell us the posture. It tells us the posture of submission, and the posture of the headship. And
Jesus has both postures at the Garden of Gethsemane, where in just the sentence in Matthew
26 he says: ‘My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will,
but as you will.’

i3 AR LA R B AR L SR AT R R AT o RARARRIART ALIAL KA
MR G Ry BB BREIHEREFRT RMER, CEFAMDRAIRG LR, LEFT
K38 098, mIMRAZDHRERMERTERAELE, £ (HXKWEF) 26
Tt [ KXW, wRTH, KEREHBEHE Kin, TEBLIEL, e
AT ]

Jesus submits to the will of the Father, yet he willingly leads his bride to life by giving his life
on the Cross. So friends, if you want to see the beauty of the gospel, and how it ought to
shape our life, take a leaf out of Jesus’ book. And when you think of it practically, the
relationship is very much one that is equally ‘other-person’ centred.

IRHIAIRE R4 B &, Am AT TR e, BARGHHENE S, HAM
B, deRARBAERAAGTOER, ARCRE W TRERMG LG, HBUEIRREGF
o BIREBREH, SHMARL AR F [ UMEAZ T O | 89M1E,

I remember talking to some newlyweds, in fact it’s a common thing that comes from
newlyweds. I ask how they are going, and they are loving being married. But marriage is hard.
They didn’t expect how tough it was to love the other person, at great cost to their energy,
mind, and willpower. The picture is that both spouses equally are so much for the other, that
both benefit.

KRG o — IR R IF R, TR LEZAFHBERFFTAHGE L., KM 813 E AR,
AR FE IR A E, (245 IR 2 SR 30, W) TEH 2 % S R4 b 83k, § 24T
B E KA, SEBAEEL . EREDL: BARE THEARAE T ER, E5HEA
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I know one of my friends is intentional about making sure that his wife is not just well-rested,
having time for herself, but he will intentionally carry the load so that his wife can have time
in the Word. Go to the park and journal about God’s goodness to her. That’s beautiful. And
my favourite weddings to go to aren’t just the ones where there’s a good cake, or even a
really lovey dovey couple. But I get stunned when I hear in a wedding speech, that the thing
they are most excited about being married is to do hospitality together. That they can have
friends, family and church over, because they are all invited into God’s family. And I just go...
Wow. Our God is so great and glorious, that he made this couple who wish to give their life
to Christ.

RABHR—AN A, WL EHERMGZTIMER Ao OKRE, A aTHIFH, mAikg
RNESETE, MIETRAFHAEFGEEZTREY. FoEB G T Es,
MAE, MAEREIGIEAE, TEEAR AR LR, EETMEERRNAH
FFERHRE. MAT REBEEF TIEE], RITHEBRAEFOFRLATA—A
WAEAF o WPIT LAEZF A, RAAEK G P U R KAL, B A IR A
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Paul’s heart for marriage is that the couple submits to Jesus Christ as their Lord, it’s why his
heartbeat in Verse 32 says: This is a profound mystery---but I am talking about Christ and
the church.

PRBEHRIRNG O, AL ZHKIFIEIRIFK AT A £, SRR AHMTBEMLES
32 A R ERBAWE, wEEGREGTAHE L.

The thrust of what matters to Paul ultimately is that whether single or married, that God’s son
Jesus Christ, is the saviour of the world whose bride is the church. And Paul is calling you to
be a part of his bride.

RBEREM SR OA, BRAREFERTHE, WOHLTIREATAYTORT, &
QYR AR R . TR EREF B AR R BRI 69— 5

It is possible to have an all-loving marriage, mutual-caring relationship, yet still not have
Jesus at the centre of the marriage. Because the goal is emulation. The goal is that the
relationship, the one flesh, itself submits to Jesus Christ. As much as everything else is to as
well. And how beautiful would that be if that was the picture in church too. As in verse 21,
we serve each other at great cost so each of us might be lifted to Christ. I mean that’s the
picture the Lord wants to see in the home of the church too.

FETRedrA — B A ME . AR IRAGIBIAB AR, SPU3 AR A RILAR R A TEIR 69 05,
HBARA K. BARRARESEMAR, BB, KPRRIPKLAE, Ewmilibirs
FlLFI, WRBELRAAKGTHRE, NZASZE. B 218, &fIEX
B RARBOUIRF, SR KM EBAA AR Z LB @, KOETEL, SLRIA
PEHGEEET A IO Z,

And this ought to extend therefore to children. In Chapter 6:1: Children, obey your parents
in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and mother''---which is the first
commandment with a promise--- ''so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy
long life on the earth.
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BE, ELREEME LS. £F 6F 18 : FEXH, HITREZERELHE, &
REI&REG. &FHXLA, RIMFHE, EHRF, ELFE—MHRBHFHA.

The hope and prayer for the child to obey the parents is that the parent’s marriage emulate
Christ and lead the child up to know Christ. And in Verse 3, that this submission to God and
his law, is supposed to be for our benefit -- ‘so that it may go well’. Not praise to an
egotistical God who demands with no rhyme and reason. But submission to God is for our
benefit. Continuing in Verse 4: Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring
them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

RABRLEFW R oisd, RAERXFOBIRBELY, SIS HTRELAR. £F
38p, BAEHAY AR RABIR, £A T KT AR [ triF@ | « NARATH
£ — i B H/EHAEFAES. ART Y. ERAVELT AT ER. BEEF 4
B HEXEAG, HIIRERERL S, 2BEELGREFBAET RN,

In our personal desires to get children to act, behave in a way that you desire, it should never
be harsh and unreasonable. The term there in ‘exasperation’ is to cause them to anger and
frustration. Where they perhaps feel so suffocated by rules and regulations that may seem
unreasonable, and legalistic.

HEEMA DT AP G 7T AATENBAREY, B RZBR T FHEE, 2
A2y [ ] ARG RAMGERARLE, RMTRESREANRLEMASE, #ET
ROAE T REEE &

Notice that exasperation and training our kids to know Jesus are in contrast in this verse for a
reason. Training and instruction of the Lord, 1s not well, I’'m just going to use God’s Word in
my rebuke to my kids in the way that I want. And be like, ‘“Well God says this, so you
shouldn’t do this.’. It’s to help our kids understand the WHY we do things. Train the children
in godly wisdom. Help them see God’s wisdom in living in the world that he created.
FEFE, REHELF, BRBEALTARINELRELLAA R A, Za9H 4=
B, RAR, REAAHEBEARBEG T XRFAROTT. RER: [], #
BHRERT, OB ARZEREM. | mALEFHEAMOEZTHAaRMAETEHRELE,
RABRGEEEAFZT. FHefA AP enirAliEa R P A E08F 5,

Parents, | want to say, there are so many things in this world that are attractive and steal our
joy and our calendars. Sometimes there are things that you desire and dream for your child,
that God does not even deem necessary for the wellbeing for your child. There may be
external pressures or expectations that you feel you must meet. But don’t choke your child
with all these pressures, keep the main thing, the main thing.

KA, £BR, SEHEFEAXSZRORIIA, MARMGELI0FH, AEFE,
REGTEBER AT RGRT, WEETBARGTRENLEN. RTREDLIAR
MRS R A B E . R RNE LR BRSEROZT, 2T EEIFAHTE,

Dads & mums, don’t disengage in raising your kids to know Jesus. Don’t leave that
responsibility to the youth leaders or your Scripture teachers. If you need tools, come ask me.
I would love to increase your toolkit. Model, teach, encourage your kids to love the Lord.
Why don’t you find one of the young adults who were raised by Christian parents and ask
them how they were discipled by their parents, what they did well, what they could have done
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better? How amazing it is that there are walking witnesses of God’s grace through family and
church discipleship walking around us.

EEHIHM, REAERAGTARIKGTL, RERESEETEGLF Y FAHK
RO LR LW, mRIREETHE, KM &k, ARLELELETHROIT LM, AF1ER],
HE, BB EZETEE, AR ER AR EAERXFEER KOFEA, H
P AP] S & AT P18, AT 89 RATE, AT AT R4F? KM F
BHFLZEBREFRKGIIIN MR AP ERERLFGAN, SRZBFWNE,

As someone who has been a children’s minister and a single person over many years, [ have
had the privilege of sitting with many families for meals and at those moments, have deeply
gleaned from them. I’ve been able to see that glimmer of what Christ has purposed the home
for.

hH—BLZFRELEFIHRBINA, RAFTHEHFSZRXE—RAL, EARLIFR,
ARG LR TRS, RFUAED LB LR EMZ BT —4% 2K,

So if our homes are meant to be mirrors that reflect Jesus, I just have a few questions I want
to encourage you to think about at home: Write them down. Take a photo of them:

BT VA, o % AT K2 & i 2 BAT IR R 0985, KA 4B M A B S B E K P 2%
Mg Tk, kbR

« Does the interests of Christ reflect in how and who you choose to date?

2B A I E R B R M AR TR AR AR AR AR A G 20

« In much the same way as Christ, where do you need to self-empty, out of submission
for another? (In marriage, or another relationship)

ERFHEARE, RAMREEZEZ AT, HAHEAMIRR? (EiEEF,
AR )

o If your child were to answer this question, what do you think they would say: What is
your parent’s dream for you?

e RAR T @A G EMAL, R2ANFT G RXEFHARGF AR E?

What do I do in a household that doesn’t worship Jesus?
BEARBARRGERY, REERMR?

Maybe you’ve been brought from darkness into light, you see that Jesus is ultimate, and the
posture of your heart is not just you submitting to Jesus, but everyone in your life to submit to
Jesus. What do you do? That’s so painful. It can be heartbreaking. I just want to say I hear the
pain. It’s awful and hard.

LHF RGBT ANLI, AR KRLEZM, BN ELETERR A TR
JRINER, W AA PR A P HEALBIRINEK, FZEREMR? SRIFETFTHEN, &
TRAASHE, RAMRR, KRIEZD| T EMRFT, SR TIafERIEN,

Y

o

Some of us have non-Christian family, in our immediate or extended household. I remember
hearing an encouragement from someone. Keep asking the Lord to use your actions, posture,
love and language to be so transformed by the gospel, that what your family sees is someone
who is a better wife, better husband, better son, daughter, mother, father, because they are a

9
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believer of Jesus Christ. That’s how they see the goodness of the gospel. They experience the
benefits of the gospel at that point.

AIVELAFABEROTERE, ELRRBRTET. KRITHFTRE—ESE.
RETK EAE RMARGIT A, KB, BRATE, REMBURT b 8%, UEMREGEA
iABNAE—BERFHET,. IFHLR, LHFOLT. L. R, KR, HAk
PIAIRABE k. ERAMNTA BT £ &0 T X RMAEIEIFZEET 8F
A9 5F R o

This isn’t a promise, that the Lord will then reward you. We do those things in loving
obedience to our true King. And we pray that God will bring them to know Jesus. Remember
you have been called to be conformed into the image of Christ, and pray that this mirror
shines through to your family.

BEARA—ERF, RE—CTHLERTIR, AMBEELEFE, THEAHXMAEEER 246
FAORIR o ATV EAY G AT ICE . AR, RAAF B R B R A B8 R
I 4515 B 5T 69 Ak FEAE B IR 69 KA

2. Workplaces are Altars TA4E35 B & 5238

The last sphere that Paul talks about slaves and masters. And it’s important to note that the
concept of slaves in Ancient Rome is distinctive to our current understanding of slavery such
as Southern African-American Slavery or Modern Slavery around the world. Two thirds of
the population of Roman cities were either slaves or had been slaves. Many slaves were
working in high-official roles, alongside non-slaves. This isn’t identical to modern slavery---
but the principle applies I think to our work relationships today. Employees. Colleagues.
Work Teams. Bosses. So in verse 5 it says: Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect
and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ.
RBHEGRA—BABREAFEIA, FRETHR, &8BHOIERE KNS
RIZAEG BIH B RARARIGEFR ETF . B BT F =02 A0 KA’
R BB IR A, S AR AE A — R B SRS, EEARIEF AL L
AR 189 K32 A 87 A)E Bl A RS KA TAEM AR, BT, BIF. T/HEEHR. £
Blo AL 5 3t: 1ERAH, HRITRIENGEBR, FBHEI GG TRREMGTIAZ G EA,
AR R LT —HK o

You see, for the slave, Paul encourages them to look to Christ. Look beyond your earthly
master, as your motivation and encouragement to respect and fear. And the posture isn’t with
grumbling, but with an attitude of love. Speak with gentleness, be quick to listen to feedback.
Because your performance here ultimately is not for the earthly master, but because of Christ
- verse 6. Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but as slaves of
Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving
the Lord, not people, because you know that the Lord will reward each one for whatever
good they do, whether they are slave or free.

A, A, RESBEMWZER, PELAGFE LG EA, AREAREE
Fr B RGBS Aok B, BRI ARSE, MAGETORE. RFRE, FABIRA.
BAREZAOERARUTRLTHENIAN, RARLEAE —F 68, F2RA
ABIIRFTEIR 1, RIERAANIIERK, i EERTIIEA, KB EFTLEFGEE,
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IR 1F, AFBRIRFZE, FRIRFA, B %5 AATRAEEF, T #HIRETL
B EAG, LI AT ZIFEF

And so I think a helpful image for you when you work is that your workplace is an altar. It’s
an altar for the Lord. That your work is a sacrifice, that is pleasing to him. The attitude, the
content, the result, is for him and by him. I remember when one of our wardens, Soren said in
an interview that living for Jesus as a lawyer meant bring restoration for those who were
hurting and bringing justice and order considering Christ.

ProA a4, & TAER, —EA ¥t E @A de i TG A AF— B8, &2
BRE& T H9RIE . REG TAEA —BERR, LARERG. RE, N, &R, HLAT
b, WEFM, RITFEME9—I2¥ L Soren £ —KRFH PR, hH—LEMNLHINK
ik, BREATHOANTREE, EAFRBEBOARAKFRY T,

Workplaces are altars. In that what you do is a sacrifice you offer to God. Maybe it might
even look so beautiful and costly, that your colleagues and bosses begin to see something
different about you. That perhaps by seeking to emulate Christ in your character, you might
have the opportunity to be a messenger of the gospel.

TIAEG AT RAIE . IRPT A R BR AT O B, LFCEERFR LI EIFFHF, XA
EAMGR FAE RS ARG LR 4T . WHFEF ARG LFRKBER
B, RITRA KRG R AT IES .

2 Corinthians 2:15 says: For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who
are being saved and those who are perishing.

(AHZHRED) 2:15R: BAALHBLEFEGAZERTHAE T, KITHFERXRGTES
2R, RBELFE,

Isn’t that the goal for the Christian as mirrors, as those made in God’s image, to see others to
grasp hold of that light. Or in this image, the aroma, the smell? That as we give our efforts,
time and energy in our work, that Jesus might be the aroma that our friends see.
BARERKERELG T, 1FAHEAK ZPITEZ AW BAZH? EAALEEIAEA A,
KA LAZBERFT, RNRER? §XMET/ETRHEE . FMfAh 705, BIRKRK
Zy & AVIA K PT ) B 69 B A Z R

As you live for Jesus, you carry the death of Christ in your life. The death of Christ that

brings forgiveness of sin, confidence in God’s grace. It’s life changing stuff. Because Paul
reminds us that whether or not you or your colleague recognises the true King, the true master,
there is really only one master. Verse 9: Do not threaten them, since you know that he who

is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.

SR B IR R ER, REL S P RBATOR. REORBRT BOML, BRT
AP BB, BRAKEAGORG, BARBREAN, SHKIGORAFLE
WREBEAENEL, AENEA, FREARH—MZEA. %98 1FZAH, #17
BREABE—H, TEBEAMLN], BRIl I IER LAF—2, METE
BA

The gospel is the levelling playing field. In a culture of maybe not financial status, social
hierarchies, work politics and dynamics, the gospel makes everyone equal under the eyes of
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God. And so our posture at work as managers, bosses, workers is to remember there is one
who is above it all. That’s the center. My life is not my own. It’s for him. My workplace is an
altar. That my attitude to my work is a pleasing sacrifice for him, and an attractive one for
those around me.

faa A —E-FFREG . A—ETRAFZMHRL, 2gFH, HATHE/D)
ey AP, BEIE A AAEAPIRTHFF, TARIELETRE, 2K, AL, &
TAEP LR ARRE, A—ERFERAZ L, AP, KL TEAKA T,
RETH. ROIESHRZ —BLE, KEIFOEERTHERGEY, LLHF
B AR RA| 6954,

It may lead to questions for example: What do I do in a corporate workplace that does not
allow for topics of the gospel?

BYTRREGFEMA, Pl BE—ARAHXRBTHEAGNE TG, REEEMR?

Firstly, any form of headship, any leader, law or authority that pushes you to sin, or bounds
you further away from Christ, is not one you are to submit to.

Bk, TR XA AN, ATEM, AERAER, RO BIE, SAERE LT,
ARF TS 22 B R o

A little encouragement, just because your boss pressures you to work, doesn’t mean you have
to. You don’t have to take work shifts on a Sunday. If your conscience is seared, if you are
aware that it is negatively affecting your relationship with Christ and His Church, then what
will you do about it? If you are finding that your work is not enabling you to.

H— 2L B (LR AR E B ARENR I, ERERZTHRLIAEHEM. BIRLE
ERRWIETIAE, I RARG RO B F AR, o RFERIEEALE O EREL T4
MBCT G MR, ARBAREG &M S RARA BLARG TAE AR EARRE S ...

However, that’s not meaning I am encouraging you to go to your workplaces and break
protocol. But perhaps you need to get creative or invest time with colleagues during work, to
speak outside of work hours. Ask the Lord, to reveal an opportunity and door that will enable
you perhaps to read the Bible with your colleague.

AR, 18 ERARRBBIRE TAEG TR . 12 LFRE A&, RAETF
TR MR FARR, EIAERFM I, KRB A AT, L REAAR

ol F—RH L,

But friends, if I were to ask your colleagues/neighbours/kids/friends, if they could see Jesus
in how you live, what do you think they would say? If you have any doubt, worry, and you
wish that your life was consumed with Jesus’ love, your first step is this. Find your rest and
confidence in a marriage that is set in stone. A love that was first formed because Christ
initiated love with you on the Cross. 1 John 4:19: We love because he first loved us.

12 % B0 &AM, Ho RARBARG B F/ A /LTI A, MR E ARG EET S X P A 2
IRER, RBEHMPIEERER? R BRAEEE . BE, 3 AARE 2R A GHINEK
B TR, RS — T REAR, £— BT 45094548 o 1% 2] 1569 22 B An AE % o
— %, RMARALABETFREEEIDSHRAHRG. (LHH—F) 419: £17E,
B] % _E % 2 5£ &M
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Obsess over his love for you. Think about it so much. And perhaps what you actually need is
this to be an everyday thing, not just a Sunday thing. Maybe the reason that you are not
reflecting Christ, is because your home, your workplaces and your mind, your calendar is so
filled with stuff. Stuff that’s not bad. Just neutral. It’s not necessarily pushing you to love
Jesus, but it isn’t taking you away from him either.

T K ARG E , FHFERAC, CHFRAEEEEZNREERA—MHHFTHNE, MR
EEREZMRNE, CHEGRAARSTEATGRE, £ ARG KE, R0 TS5,
ReGEH, R BAEERRKSREART . BRRBHAAELN, AL PHG, MR
— B IR R IR, AR TR — R IeAR AR IRAL A

If reflection isn’t coming into the small things that we are doing, it won’t come in the big
decisions. A little tip is to speckle your home, your workplace, with reminders.

e R RMEMG D FLEZARE, NELEARERAZHLRECAAR S, — A ZHEL,
BARG)KAL, ARy TAE5PT, Bhs— L REE,

One thing I’ve started doing is prayerfully and financially supporting a friend in ministry, and
what I’ve done is placed it in a book I always read. And I’'m reminded to pray for her. Maybe
you need to stick a picture or the name of your spouse, your child, your boss, your colleague.
And before you do what you really want to do, read the book, watch Netflix, study, go to
work, what I want you do is this. Pray. Pray, pray, pray.

KR BME—F, ARABEFEFEIF—CAEAFIVIOMA, Rl ERTHE
— AT, BHRRARTHRIEAWFLE, CHREZLE KRB L, ZMAHAG, ZT.
ZH. RFEGLTF. EFRMIARAEERMKEFZAT #E . A Netflix, ¥, £ L3k
— &AM BMRERK: E. BE, BE, BES.

Contend for the heart for the person, that they might be so in awe and captivated by the
gracious saviour. Ask the Lord for help in self-emptying like Christ. Pray that God will
enable you to live out the gospel in front of them, so that they might see Christ greater and
greater.

BHIRAGG S F K, BT RE R BB T AT RERAE . KEZF IR ET 1
B2 Ao HEAEREAEAN G AT E EAET, SR GRAAFARE LLF,
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