Simplified

I Am the Resurrection and the Life. £ F &£, £ 9 LAER

John %435 11:1-44

If you google death jokes, there aren’t really many funny ones. Although, on Wednesday, 3rd
April 1996, 83-year-old Larry LaPrise, the producer of the Hokey Pokey, died. That’s actually
true, which is very sad. We shouldn’t laugh at that. But it turned very traumatic when they
tried to put him in his casket because you see when they put his left leg in ....
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We normally don’t laugh at death. We weep. When we lose someone, it’s separation, there’s
sorrow, pain, fear, it’s all so final.
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Death is the reality we all face.
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- We don’t like to talk about it, so we don’t.
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- We don’t like to think about it, so we don’t.
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We try to hold back time with cosmetics, surgery, & modern medicine.

HATZ XA, FRF=IAK E SR GAER ],

- When we do talk about death, we may try to make light of the situation, as I have just done
doing the Hokey Pokey, but we’ll all agree, it’s a pretty awkward subject.
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- I remember hearing the evangelist John Chapman sharing a story before he died. As he was
getting older and had health issues, he was finding himself attending more funerals than
usual. He approached an old acquaintance after one such service, nodded at the casket and
said, “Makes you think, doesnt it.”
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The old friend replied, Oh, I don t like to think about it. To which John said, well, you need to.
How much time do you think youve got left?
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Our passage today is found in John 11, & I’d like to encourage you to have this open in
front of you & follow along on the St Paul’s app. We are confronted with death & receive an
answer to the age-old question: what happens next? No more speculating !
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We don’t reincarnate or cease to exist. We don’t become tormented ghosts wandering the
earth. We may rot & become food for worms,
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BUT JESUS, God with us, steps into human history and gives us clarity, declaring, “I AM
the resurrection and the life.” THEN PROVES IT! And it’s this resurrection that is the
key to unlocking an abundant life.
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Join with me in John 11:1-6
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Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister

Martha. 2 (It was Mary who anointed the LORD with ointment and wiped his feet with her

hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill). 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus saying, “Lord, he

whom you love is ill.”
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4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death. No, it is for the
glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two
days longer in the place where he was.
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So, Jesus hears that his good friend Lazarus is sick, and this is a severe kind of sickness that
can kill you. As Jesus hears about it, of course, because he loves Lazarus, he immediately
drops everything that he’s doing and he runs right to that place so he can heal him. Actually,
he doesn’t. It says he loved them in verse 5, so when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed
two days longer in the place where he was.
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Now, that doesn’t seem to make sense. That’s NOT what you do if there is someone that you
love who is hurt or sick that you can take care of.
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You don’t have to be a helicopter parent. If your child is sick or crying out in pain because
you love them, you’ll drop everything and go right to them and do anything you can to
alleviate their suffering.
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So here it says, Jesus loved Lazarus, he loved these sisters, and because he loved them so
much, on hearing that Lazarus was sick ... He stayed right where he was for a couple of
days.
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That’s a weird kind of love, but it actually sheds light on what Jesus is doing in this passage.
So, hold onto that question: how is that love?
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Verse 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there
again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the
day, they do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in
the night, they stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying these things, he
said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.”
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12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus
had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus
told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there,
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
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There’s a lot going on here. The disciples are clueless, so Jesus spells it out. Lazarus is dead,
& I’m glad I wasn’t there because if [ was there, I could have gone & healed him. So, this
strange kind of love continues here. What Jesus is going to teach through this weird love is
something that we desperately need when we go through our sorrow & our pain.
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17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
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Jesus shows up, and Lazarus has already been buried for four days. The sisters had been
grieving. They’d been in pain and anguish. They had lost their brother. They were wondering
why Jesus didn’t come.
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Verse '8 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had
come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the
house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
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24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”
25 Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though
they die, yet shall they live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.
Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the
Son of God, who is coming into the world.”
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Martha comes and says, Jesus, if you’d been here, you could have done something. She’s
pretty accusatory in her tone here. She’s basically saying, “I sent for you. You heard he was
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sick, you love him, you love us, of all the people we know, you heal people and could have
done something. If you’d been here, he’d be alive today, we wouldn t be at a tomb, we’d be
having a party celebrating Lazarus is well again, but because you delayed, he's dead!”
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She’s asking the hard questions of Jesus, and to be honest, this is the same tone we can have
with God sometimes. We go through sorrow, loneliness, pain, hurt, betrayal, sickness, and
loss. We grieve & cry, and we pray and beg God to do something about it because we know
He can do something because He’s God. He could intervene at any time and end this trial and
suffering, but He doesn’t.
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It’s the question we all find ourselves asking at different times,
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God, why do you allow so much loss and sorrow and pain? Why don t you come back and fix
these problems?
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If only you had come back, [ wouldn 't have lost that job or that relationship. I wouldn't have
gone through what I’'m going through if only you had been here.
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Why doesn’t God show up when we need Him?
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Why does He seem NOT to answer our prayers?
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Why does He allow the sorrow and pain?

A 2 A& gEE?

The first reason we can see in this passage is so that God can teach us something about
Himself.
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When Martha says, I know my brother will rise again, it’s sort of like what people say at
funerals — I hope they 're in a better place ... Jesus says, wait a second, [ am the resurrection,
and if you believe in me, you won t die, and if you do die, and you believe in me, you're going
to rise again anyway. I am the resurrection and the life.
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Jesus teaches something about himself in that moment of sorrow.
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And while that might just look like He’s throwing out cold, hard facts, it’s actually the most
loving thing he can do for us.
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The love that God gives to us is the showing of Himself to us. The greatest thing that God can
give us is God. And the greatest thing we need when we’re going through our sorrow, despair,
our trial and pain, when we’re mourning someone, the biggest thing we need right then is
NOT resolution. Even though we want it to end, the biggest thing we need is God.
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Take Job. He doesn’t know what is going on, but he’s lost everything: his children have died,
he’s lost his health, his wealth, his good name, his friends accuse him, he’s mourning in dust
and scraping his wounds with pottery, and when God speaks, you might expect Him to say,
I've fixed it, I'll take care of it. When God speaks to Job, the first thing he teaches Job is
about God — Job 38:4. God questions Job, tell me how I made the world, tell me how it
works. God has the big picture; God has a plan; what Job needed was God.
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The greatest thing we need when we go through sorrow and pain is God. It doesn’t always
seem like that. Because when we’re sick, the greatest thing is healing. When we’re broke, the
greatest thing i1s money, but the greatest thing God can give us is Himself.
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One of the reasons God allows the pain and sorrow to continue and doesn’t answer right
away, and it doesn’t seem like He’s showing up, is to teach us something about Himself.
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CS Lewis says, God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks to us in our conscience, but
shouts in our pains.
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It’s God’s megaphone to rouse a deaf world. Pandemics, natural disasters, and a terminal
prognosis are God’s megaphone. Wake up, world, you need God.
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God delays and allows suffering so He can show us Himself and show us His glory. But
honestly, isn’t that a bit extreme?
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All of the human suffering is to teach us a lesson and show us God’s glory. It seems like a
really big object lesson to teach us something. Couldn’t God have just used a skit or
flannelgraph?
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We look at human history and say, all of that to teach us who you are and reveal your Glory?
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The truth is we are often willing to go through suffering to get the good things in life.
Working hard to pay off a 30-year mortgage, serving a gruelling hospital residency to become
a medical practitioner, enduring painful childbirth to be a mum, sacrificing everything to be a
missionary, training like crazy to run a marathon, we’re willing to accept a great degree of
suffering for a great reward
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When the Glory of God fills the earth, what joy, what reward, in a billion years, when we
look back, it will be worth going through the sorrow for what we will know and have in
God’s presence.
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It doesn’t mean what we’re enduring now isn’t real, deep and painful. It’s that the Glory of
God is going to be so much better.
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It’s easy to say, but it doesn’t necessarily alleviate our current situation or give all the
answers, but when we go through those trials, look for Jesus there, seek Him out, look for
what God is trying to teach us, that’s his megaphone to rouse this world. Then Jesus goes on,
and we see another side of him here that helps balance the first part of this passage:
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Verse 28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place
where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling
her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to
the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell
at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
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First, Martha comes to Jesus and says if you'd been here, my brother would not have died ...
Jesus says, I am the resurrection & the life, he teaches her something.
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Now Mary comes to Jesus and accuses him of the same thing: if you had been here, my
brother would not have died. You might expect here second verse to be the same as the

first: You might expect Jesus to say, well, if you had been here, I wouldn t have to say all this
again. I am the resurrection and the life.
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You’d expect the same sermon or same speech, But the way that Jesus reacts here is
completely different.
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33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he
was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept.
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In the first instance, Jesus teaches the truth about himself. But now, almost the same
conversation, Jesus weeps. This is strange. Why does he weep?
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Cause, spoiler alert, he’s going to raise Lazarus from the dead. This is bad, but not that bad.
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If I heard one of my friends had died, but they were going to be alive again in a couple of
minutes, [’m not sure I’d necessarily tear up.
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When we attend funerals, we weep because it’s permanent. It’s over unless they’re believers
& we get to see them again one day in glory; we still weep, and even with the knowledge of
this truth, the pain remains.
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Here, Jesus is about to give Lazarus life, so why does he weep?
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Jesus saw Mary weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, so he weeps
because of their weeping. He enters their suffering and feels it himself.
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We really don’t know why God allows suffering to drag on as long as it does or why it takes
so long for us to learn the lessons he wants to teach us, but we know the only true and living
God, who stepped into creation and endured all the same sorrows that we endure.
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He doesn’t just teach us about himself in our sorrows. He experienced our sorrows. We don’t
understand his ways, but he’s experienced it all for us and with us. Jesus got hungry and tired
and thirsty, just like everybody else. Relational struggles? Jesus had those!
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Fast forward a couple of weeks to the cross. Betrayed by a close friend, misunderstood,
rejected, slandered, opposed, beaten, falsely tried, we see Jesus crying our tears, we see Jesus
praying our prayers of lament, we see Jesus enduring our sorrow, we see Jesus, like Lazarus,

dead, punished in our place, for our sin, But Jesus was forsaken by God, so we don’t have to
be.
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As He hung on the cross, He prayed: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” That should be our prayer, not Jesus’. We’re the ones who have sinned and fallen
short of God’s glory, not Jesus! But Jesus was forsaken by God, so we don’t have to be.
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Jesus bore all our pain, all our sorrow, all our sin, & took it to the cross & died so that we can
have life.
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So, we will go through trials and pain. We may pray to end this, or we may wonder where
God is in the midst, or feel God doesn’t love us, and we might not understand it, and we
won’t know the reasons, but the reason is never, that He doesn’t understand, cause Jesus has
been there, He gets our situation.
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Even though He is about to raise Lazarus, He sees the tragedy of sin and death, and He
weeps, not just tears, for the sisters and the crowd. Jesus weeps for a broken world, a world
that has turned its back on God’s love. Jesus enters into our suffering
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36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
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There’s no one like Jesus. He’s unique. He’s the perfect balance of grace and truth.
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10



Simplified

Tim Keller points out:

FLE 45

With Martha, he speaks. With Mary, he’s speechless.

With Martha, he teaches about his triumph. With Mary, he’s weak, and he’s troubled.

With Martha, he confronts the flow of her heart, and she’s weeping, and he says no, I am
the resurrection and the life.

With Mary, he enters into the flow of her heart and weeps with those who weep.

He’s the God who is totally in control with all the answers, but also the God who is undone
by the things that undo us.

ozt D K3iE, 5 E AT A,

SHFL K, MR TG RA, Rt THEE, M55 NEE,
st L Ko a8, WwARE, Wil R, B E4EK 4oL FHK,
5L F T —RHFNMGAS, GRIEZGA—RERK,

AR EE A B, (2oL R AL R KA 69 F Y 13 R Fa T 1 09 A

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have
kept this man from dying?”
37 A HAH: [1EBEARTF T BAGIIREG, b TFpEHZIATRED? |

This is the third accusation aimed at Jesus.

X RATSTERSA B B = A

Verse *® Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay
against it.

38 'g/g@EX’UE 52 Zf\-fjfiﬁﬁ’ o ﬁﬁfig //\/ ﬁ"%/g%fﬁﬁ-o

Deeply moved here is different. It’s not like deep sadness. This word, embrimaomai,
guPppdopan in Greek, means something closer to enraged or like a wild bull snorting. This
doesn’t seem like an appropriate funeral emotion.

XEWERRERAATRE G, © IR EGEAL, XAF embrimaomai &B pyudop o /& A
JEIBEF O ESA R AR ERBITFFERE L ZMFRRE AP Y 69 AL o

If Lazarus died at the hands of injustice, you may expect rage, but he got sick and died.

Je REWHIE AT ANANLZF, RTRASME, 2-EFT RN,

There’s grief & there’s sorrow, but who is Jesus getting mad at?

AL, H R, 19IRSRAE A6 2 R?

His anger reveals who He loves and who His enemy is.

RGBT T AT & B A VAR O HA R I,

Jesus looks at the sisters, the Jews; they’re weeping, and it makes Him angry that Satan, sin
and death have done this.
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Simplified

ARERFH £ kA1, AA, HATAER, XitR4A R, BAME, FR2AoaTiERT
X—¥7,

His anger here reveals he’s about to go to battle with his enemy. And it’s not the Romans.
Jesus walks up to the tomb and looks his enemy in the eye.

Rty BT A& & MBS 5 #A R ;. mBX 2T DA, IRERAF| B ER, HEHAY
AR A o

39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they
took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you
have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people
standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.”

39 FEH K : [HE5 S IFTF] | AFTEFAGAAAL D F ok [ 27, PAELERT,

B A BT T IX T o] 40 FHIf% : [ £ TRIFMFH L, 2L LT
G RAED 7 | 4] FRMNIIEE ST IHEFLE, : [ XH, KEHF, 5
HIRELET T Ko 42 KAG MR FFTHK, 12HHEZ 5L TR H#F R, 2R
1NT1E R E T HF 650 |

43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44
The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

43 K T8 Lss, A ZFH N [ WA, SR 44 A TEHAFALERT, FH
HRA W, B LeE kP FHIAENTH: [T, L-Z!]

Jesus faces his enemy & Lazarus rises. This shows us just some of what Jesus came to do. He
is the liberator, the Messiah that people were waiting for. He’s the next Moses, the rescuer,
but from slavery to sin, and as Jesus comes to the grave and Lazarus comes out, Jesus is
essentially saying to the stranglehold of death, Let my people go.

IRR B AT EN, MR FET . L@ BAVET TIRKRZ M —LFHF, M
KA, RAMFHEOREL, LT —AFH, BREH, SLRBERL, BIRHKK
B R Ao i sk b kBt FRBRA LR A R TR RGN, KA GHZE!

The oppressor, the enemy is death & Jesus is victorious, he has authority over death itself.
The stone from the grave has been moved away, giving us a taste of what we can look
forward to in our future.

AT ABEHFFHA, MHKFET, A RIAT AT ORI, KB LKL
WAL, AL EATE BT KR AIFAT 2 69 7K

Whatever sorrow we’re going through, if we’re Christians, there is an end to that, it doesn’t
last forever even though it feels like it will.

RERMEAAT 2854, W RENALEHR, —WHLLER, CRAREHET X,
KA BT CHIFRR .
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Simplified
There is hope, there is a future. & # 2, #H Kx%k.

There are some sorrows that will last this whole life, there are sicknesses that don’t go away,
there are relationships that don’t heal, we can find ourselves limping through life, but Jesus
promises that there is one day coming when we will all be like Lazarus & rise with Jesus
victorious over death in glory, experiencing new life that lasts forever.
AEEGRFE—4E, ALERBIARHR, ALXRALZLE, AMNTR2AAAT
— B E XA, BIRREF, BH—RBEMTA AR ZME—FF, SRR
—R A&, ERBEFREAT, RIEKITHEH LG,

We will be reunited with those who have died, who have trusted in Jesus, we’ll see them
again, physically, permanently, eternally.

BAVHEEAR T A . IREABIRGATR, ANFEBEL, FF69. KA. K
ey, HHMER.

This is such great news. Rev. 21 — there will be no more death or pain, or crying, God
himself will wipe every tear from our eyes. We eat, we feast, there’s a banquet, we embrace
loved ones. The old has gone, the new has arrived.

RARNFHE (B TX) 21 - LHREELZMN—WWRE;, TBALT, LIF
AER. X5, AE, RMN—RKRHLR, AXBE, KNALFA, BHRTHE
T ET .

On one hand, we have the truth, just as Jesus spoke words of truth to Martha. On the other
hand, we have grace, as Jesus wept with Mary. We need to balance these in our walk with
God & each other.

BAN—F @I BIE, ALIRSAM D Ktk AR5 —4E, B—H @, KA1H Bk,
e IRk 5IBA| B —A Rz, RMNEEEL EFFR LB AT -FEER 2,

Lyrics from Servant song come to mind,
Jisa i o AN A Z K638,

I will hold the Christ light for you, In the night-time of your fear.

I will hold my hand out to you, Speak the peace you long to hear.

I will weep when you are weeping. When you laugh, I’ll laugh with you.
I will share your joy and sorrow Till we’ve seen this journey through
ARG R, SFARELETZ L,

ARG RAP B RO, S ARB R T 8P 5
BHRRzFHR LA R, BHREGHIE, REL2RMFE—RX,

R ARG B R An A5 A5 B B AT A T X B ARAR

Speak the truth and show grace .52 #&H & I Bt

Whatever we go through and whatever you’re enduring at this moment, we all need
God — who knows personally what we’re going through, who has walked in our shoes —
and who rose victorious from the tomb — conquering sin & overturning death.
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Simplified
REEMEHRT L, RGN ELZ AL, RNHFE 2 LF—RFE | fo18 &M
EEZHMTA, WEAERMNGZH LA —HMIE PR EE JERR 3 B4R
T,

Do you get the resurrection? Do you see how it offers an abundant life?
A EERMFAZTXLTH? FRAIC I fMREF R LG T H?

Resurrection is the game changer. It means everything we do now counts, & I mean
everything. The way we spend our time & money, the things we say & see, the way we treat
others, our friendships & relationships, what we think, act & do. Our leisure time, our
occupation, and our hobbies, now crucial it is to share the resurrection hope with others,
everything is revealed at the resurrection, & we have to give an account.

BFERBFRAMGE T, LERERMNAETRG—H R ETE, RNELRL—
o BV A& a9 7 XN, RMPTHGFFGED, KATHE-EAG T X, KM
A EF R R, RANOGBE, [THFTH. RMNGRE, RAGBL, KATE9ELTF,
NAEREEZNREADZLFNH DL, —WHELFTIN, KRMNEBK,

Remember the purpose of Jesus’ signs, John 20:31 Jesus performed signs ... that we may
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing we may have life in
his name.

RAFIRSRATAP TG B 89, (L9$hAaF) 20:31 BRERIT T Abidk oo - 4F L KAVAB1Z FRERZ TR
HIL, A69)LF, HEEIARE RAT AR A G F LS,

The Resurrection is the sign that unlocks an abundant life.
B ERI G FEA G OIVIT,

A quick side note: the very next Chp. Jesus is eating with Lazarus, who having been dead 4
days, is very much alive, in John 12:10 we read, the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus
as well as Jesus, 11 for on account of Lazarus many of the Jews were going over to Jesus &
believing in him — resurrection is threatening to some.

MiE: B TFT—/FP , RREAEHE —LLE, LTWANEHMEREET, L
EE. FAAE (AHHBET) 12:10 £11128], FERALTKF N ELERSE L BF
7, 11 A9 FFZHAA TLERIBGILH, F4EHF AN, 15 T FHK,

Unlock a resurrection abundant life - Are you hurting and broken within? Overwhelmed by
the weight of your sin? Jesus is calling. Have you come to the end of yourself, do you thirst
for a drink from the well?

FREENEREST— A CEELY, HF? RFEEIGEEES T D2 FFHEF
%, 1FCLBEFTRE, BHRHFEBIGKS?

Jesus is calling — come to Jesus: ... the resurrection & the life, find rest for your soul, live an
abundant life, for Jesus alone has the words of life.

E]’Sﬁiﬁi/fzv‘}""ﬁ% - 7‘&@]}”&@;&@@]‘ ---ﬁz‘?iﬂigff\, 754/1”6’3)2{%%%&@']%,%, 1i‘$‘§§“.é/3i
b, BHREIHKMAEALZIE,
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