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On the 5th of October 1974, 5 people died and 65 were injured in IRA bombings at two pubs
in Guildford, England.
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The public was outraged, and the British police were desperate for an arrest. They quickly
arrested a small time Belfast criminal named Gerry Conlon, his father Giuseppe, and two
others. They became known as the ‘Guilford Four’.
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The police had no evidence to prove that Giuseppe or the others were guilty of the crime.
They held evidence to show that Giuseppe was clearly innocent. Regardless, Giuseppe
Conlon was sentenced to 12 years imprisonment, and his son Gerry to life imprisonment.
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Gerry Conlon was released after 15 years and went on to write a book about his innocence
and vindication. Giuseppe, however, died in prison.
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It's another story of an innocent man being condemned for crimes he didn’t commit. It's a
miscarriage of justice.
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Not unlike what we have just read in John 18 & 19. But is that all it is, the innocent
conviction of a good man? Why did Jesus have to die?

FRAMAALE (H@miad) % 184 19 FFRAGNEAAMHERR. 12iE, —@
WA EZERT R, LALIFH? AHHEIRKRLIAL?

Lord Tennyson, the 19th century English poet, described Jesus’ life as more beautiful than the
greatest of his miracles. Very few people in history have ever dared to question the
outstanding nature of his character.
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On top an exemplary life, his teaching gave rise to the values of Western civilisation and have
impacted into virtually every culture of the globe over 2000 years. Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, love your neighbour as yourself. His influence is without doubt
greater than any other who has every lived.
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Why did Jesus of Nazareth, end his life on a Roman cross — the most brutal execution known
to man at that time? It is the answer to this question that gets us to the heart of the Christian
faith, and the heartbeat of this church. It is why we treasure Jesus.
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WICKEDNESS OF HUMANITY A 6348 &
These words in front of us are the account of the Apostle John, Jesus’ closest follower. They
are an eyewitness account of his trial and death.
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One of the noticeable differences between John’s account and that of Matthew, Mark & Luke,
is how much time John gives to recording the trial of Jesus. He does it so as to implicate all of
humanity in his death.
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In the first half of chapter 18 we see Judas betrayed Jesus out of greed. In the middle of ch18
the disciples deserted him out of cowardice and disillusionment.
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In ch19 the religious authorities murder him out of envy, the soldiers torture and mock him
out of heartless ignorance, and Pilate washes his hands of him to please his constituents.

L% 19 FF, §RORBMEBE AR mERT R, EAFEH AR &SRB
EM, miLdE S R ERKAEBATRT TSR A R E AT a9 K,

Everyone is implicated in his death despite the innocence of Jesus being beyond doubt. Three

times Pilate insists that Jesus is innocent.
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It’s there in 18:38, “I find no basis for a charge against him.” 19:4, “I find no basis for a
charge against him.” And again, two verses later, I find no basis for a charge against him.
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The innocence of Jesus is beyond doubt. But also, the status of Jesus is well attested. All of
John’s gospel has made that clear. Jesus has healed the sick, turned water into wine, raised the
dead, fed the hungry, walked on water.
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At every point he makes himself equal with God. He has said that he and the Father are one,
and that anyone who has seen him has seen God. He declared that he is the way the truth and
the life.
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Despite the evidence of his life and works, all join together to get rid of him. For instance, the
religious elite do what the religious establishment the world over do, they want to maintain
the status quo. They are jealous that more and more people are turning their allegiance to
Jesus.
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They are told quite clearly by Pilate that he is innocent of all charges. Pilate offers to release
him in v.39. They demand instead the release of a convicted criminal.
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Barabbas was a little more than a ‘robber’. Other translations say he was guilty of
insurrection. He has led an uprising against the Roman empire. He has blood on his hands.
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Their hypocrisy is revealed as they cry out, we have no king but Caesar. The soldiers treated
Jesus as a comic figure to be ridiculed. Nothing more than a swear word.
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Pilate does what politicians the world over do. He knew Jesus was innocent. At the end of the
day, when his reputation was on the line, when expedience demanded otherwise, he caved in.
He abandoned principle for popularity.
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He knew what truth is, but showed he hated truth and instead side with falsehood because
truth would cost him too much.
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John is trying to help all his readers see that if we had been there that morning, we would
have done what everyone else did. The dark secret here is that it was the wickedness of
humanity that resulted in the death of Jesus. There is something in all of us that is unable to
side with truth at crucial moments.
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The death of Jesus reveals the deepest, darkest secrets of us all. John revealed that secret way
back in 3:19, This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness
instead of light because their deeds were evil.
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Of all worldviews, the Christian faith presents the most negative of the human condition.
Another part of the New Testament puts it like this: As for you, you were dead in your
transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are
disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our
flesh and following its desires and thoughts.
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Spiritually dead. This state of spiritual death is universal. He is not describing some decadent,
depraved segment of society, but all humanity, from top to bottom. All people are spiritually
dead apart from Jesus.
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What does it mean to be dead in transgressions and sins? It means to be enslaved. Notice that
the word 'followed' is used in v2 and v3.
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In v2: you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air. Then
again in v3: gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts.
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The word means to be MASTERED. To be controlled by something. The reason we are
DEAD in trespasses and sin, is that we are as helpless as a dead body, completely controlled,
totally mastered, unable to move or act on our own.
BEFHELL [MEE | MEHiEd. SMNIMARFEREEM [T ], £H
%&m%%%*7ﬁﬁ,miﬁ£%,miﬁ%£,#£aw@ﬁ&ﬁﬁo

The key idea. It's there in v3: gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires
and thoughts. The term our flesh in v3 is literally referring to self-centred human nature.
This is the thing that drives us, masters us, and controls us. According to the Bible, the
reason we are dead in our trespasses and sins, the reason we are slaves to sin, is because the
human heart is profoundly self-centred.
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The 16th Century church reformer and theologian, Martin Luther, put the condition of the
human heart quite succinctly. He described it as curved in on itself. Luther said that our nature
is so deeply curved in on itself that it wickedly, ‘curvedly’, and viciously seeks to use all
things, even God, for its own sake.
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It’s obvious to most of us that self-centredness can make you a cruel person. It’s not hard to
identify the dictators and tyrants who were egotistical and proud and self-centred and
murderous. They want to get their own way and will do whatever it takes, even immoral
things.
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Self-centredness can also make you a moral person, a good person. If everything is about
my need to feel good about myself, then there is no better way for that to happen than to be a
good person.
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A moral person. Self-centredness drives most people into being good. Trying hard by serving
the needy, being a good child to parents or a good parent to children. A good friend who
assists whenever possible.
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What lies beneath is a self-centredness where we do it for ourselves. We help for our sakes.
We do good things to be noticed by people and to receive the applause of others. It’s so we
can feel like we've got a meaningful life and feel like a good person.
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Self-centredness can make you a tyrant. Self-centredness can make you good and moral.
Self-centredness can also make you a very religious person.
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We can devote ourselves to obeying God, and turning up to church, and reading the Bible and
praying and giving, and doing the sorts of things we are doing now. All good and right things
too. How do I know when we are doing it all for me?

BT AR AR B, K3y, BFELE, Mt igk, BMARMLAELEMGF
o —HAEF M EHENF ., KEFFold MBI E & EME—07?

We do good things and expect God to come through for us in the way we want him to. That
means it is all about us. It is possible to get into Christianity to have God serve us rather than
us serve God. Self-centredness clings to everything in our lives.
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CS Lewis, the Oxford Professor and author, wrote that there is nothing more enslaving and
miserable than self-centredness. He wrote that it is hell begun in us that will eventually take
us to hell.
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The framework that every human being begins with, without Jesus that is, is you give YOUR
LIFE FOR ME. It's me first. You exist to serve me.
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The Bible’s view of sin is that every part of the human person is tainted by sin. That doesn't
mean that humans are not capable of any good, or that there is no dignity in people. In fact,
I’d argue the Bible places supreme dignity on human beings. But it means that no part of the
human being - mind, emotions, heart, will - is left untouched by sin and self-centredness.
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Why did Jesus die? Because of the wickedness of humanity.
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Jesus also died because of the will and purpose of God. The narrative of John’s gospel is that
Jesus suffered as God’s royal king, and that it was God’s intention for Jesus to die on the
Cross.
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The crucifixion of Jesus was no accident. It was the climaxes hour, the crowning purpose, the
moment of Jesus and God’s glory.
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In John 12 he speaks of the hour of his death, and he indicates he is to be lifted upon to the
cross which would be the hour of his glory. It would be the moment where the magnificence
and beauty and worth and character of God would be on full display.
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In John 13, he washes the feet of his disciples and tells them that he will die out of love for

the whole world. In John 17, as he speaks of his death, he declares it to be the hour of his

glory again.
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In John 18, as the soldiers come to arrest him, they fall to the ground as he says that he is the
one they are looking for. He shows himself to have absolute authority over them, but he still
allows them to bind him and arrest him.

£ (#taa) F 18 F ¥, §EFRAEML, RMEARL, BARREL M
FRAAN . AR B TEHACTI G LA A, 124 R AP0 St 3 3 A

And as we have just read in John 19, Jesus says to Pilate, You would have no power over me
if it were not given to you from above.
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As you read through the gospels you see again and again that Jesus heads to his death
knowing it is the purpose and will of God.
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It was the deliberate desire of God throughout history was that his Son should come into his
creation and suffer and die and rise and reign.
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It was no mistake. It wasn’t a tragedy. God’s intention was for his glory to be displayed
through the wicked plans of humanity to nail Jesus to a Roman cross.
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In 19:5 Pilate thought Jesus was a joke. He made a spectacle of him. When Jesus came out
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!”
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Pilate is mocking Jesus to the gathered crowd...dressed up with fake robes and crown,
bleeding and broken...look at your man!
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Then in vv13-14 the drama concluded out on the pavement. Pilate takes his official position

in the judgement seat and pronounces, with irony, “Here is your king”.
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Jesus is still in control. We are told this final pronouncement came at the sixth hour on the eve

of Passover...the very hour that the priests began to slaughter the Passover lambs at the

Temple.
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Jesus, the king of the Jews, the Son of God, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world timed his condemnation to death perfectly!
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As 1 Timothy tells us: Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners —
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Jesus died because of our wickedness and God’s plan. But on their own those two
observations don’t answer the question. What is the deepest reason. This brings us to our last
point...the willingness of Jesus out of love for us.
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To get to the heart of this issue I want us to turn to a passage in the first part of the Bible. It is
repeatedly pointed to for an explanation of Jesus’ death.
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Isaiah writes seven centuries before Jesus, and this is him writing about the death of Jesus.
It’s Isaiah 53:5...
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he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment
that brought us peace was on_him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep,
have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and_the LORD has laid on_him
the iniquity of us all.
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Did you notice the substitutionary language of those verses? pierced for our
transgressions...crushed for our iniquities... the punishment that brought us peace was on
him... by his wounds we are healed... the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
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Do you see the language of God’s purpose and plan? We all (you and me), like sheep, have
gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD (God) has laid on him
(Jesus) the iniquity of us all.
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The word ‘transgression’ 1s a word that means a wilful rebellion against God. ‘Iniquity’ is a
word that means to bend, or to bend over. It is referring to the brokenness of humanity.
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Jesus is carrying God’s just judgement for our human, rebellion, iniquity, sin, on the cross. He
trades place with us.
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When John first points to the identity of Jesus at the beginning of this gospel, he points to
Jesus and says, Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
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That is a reference to this passage in Isaiah where Jesus is likened to a sheep going to the
slaughter. He takes upon himself God’s judgement for your sin and mine.
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Jesus, fully God. Jesus, fully man. Jesus, having lived a perfect life goes to his death on the
cross and carries God’s just judgement for all the wrong things that you and I have ever done
and thought, and all the right things we have never done.
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The offense against God for everything we have done or failed to do. Jesus dies out of love
for us.
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He trades place with Barabbas. Barabbas was the only man in history who could say that
Jesus Christ took his place physically. But I can say that Jesus Christ took my place spiritually.
I am the one who deserved to die. I am the one who deserves God’s just anger.
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I deserve eternal punishment for my rebellion against God. He was delivered up for my
offenses. He was handed over to judgement for my sin. Jesus Christ is my substitute. He was
satisfying the debt of divine justice and holiness.
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The innocent one was bound and condemned to death so that we the guilty ones, deserving of
death, might go free.
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God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. John 3:16-17
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God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21
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