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Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German theologian and Lutheran pastor who was a critic of Adolf
Hitler. He publicly opposed the Nazi euthanasia program and genocidal persecution of Jews.
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He was eventually executed by the Nazi regime in Flossenbiirg Concentration Camp in April

1945. Three weeks before the end of the war.
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Bonhoeffer was appalled by the shocking capitulation of the German church to Adolf Hitler
in the 1930s. How could the church founded by Martin Luther, the great teacher of the gospel,
lose sight of the gospel?
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Bonhoeffer saw the gospel had been distorted into a message of God just loves and forgives
everyone, so it doesn’t really matter much how you live. God forgives; that’s his job. He
called it cheap grace.
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Bonhoeffer could see that the German church had lost hold of the brilliant balance of the
gospel that Luther so persistently expounded “We are saved by faith alone, but not by faith
which is alone.”
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We are saved, not by anything we do, but by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet if we
have truly understood and believed the gospel, it will change what we do and how we live.
Bonhoeffer wrote “only he who believes is obedient, and only he who is obedient believes. ”
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Anyone who truly understands how God’s grace comes to us will have a changed life. Costly
grace changes you from the inside out. Personal change, personal transformation, is what we
want for you at St Paul’s, for your joy.
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LIVING TO PLEASE GOD %3 L& & h &
Vs.1-3:--As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to

please God. The word LIVE is literally TO WALK. Once again, Paul uses the word ‘walk’ to
describe the Christian life. It implies slow, unspectacular but steady progress.
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Progress in turning away from sin, walking in obedience to God and all he has commanded as
we wait for Jesus to return.
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This walking to please God is both the process and the goal and God’s plan for the Christian.
It is the purpose for which they have been saved.
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Verse 3: it is God’s will that you should be sanctified ---God plan for all Christians is to be
sanctified. The same word is used in v.7...For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a
holy life.
F 3 B L ag B B RN E A I PTA R A3 DR B AR A
ER. [EBR]| —FELHRAER T & LFBHEIEFTRRENERTRK, 7ERH
UEL £

The word HOLY in the Bible means ‘separate,’ or ‘set apart.” This is why God can easily call
himself holy. He is set apart from every other being and thing. God stands outside of his
creation.
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God is in his own category. When God says I am holy he is saying there is none like him.
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In the OT book of Leviticus, we read that a holy item, like a pot or a table, is set apart for
God’s exclusive use. It’s used only for God and worshipping God in the Temple.
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Holiness/sanctification is belonging to God, not simply a moral code. It is possible to be
moral out of a sense of duty or self validation or meeting expectations of others or
pragmaticism.
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It is possible to be moral and not belong to God. Belonging to God is a heart issue not an
activity issue first and foremost.
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There are only a few people in my life where I can say that their claims of love on my life are
so great that I belong to them. They are my wife and children.
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There are things that I do now that I would most likely not do if it wasn’t because of those
love relationships. For instance, I love you church family, but I won’t be painting your toe or
finger nails any time soon.
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To belong to God means to live on his terms, delighting in him, giving ourselves to him,
obeying him, honouring him. It is not enough to be moral; to be holy we must belong to God.
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For anyone to say, what is really important is that I am moral, but I don’t need God means
you might have morality, but you are not holy.
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Holiness means belonging to God, so the core of holiness is intensely relational. To be holy,
to be sanctified, is to belong to God.
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The opposite of belonging to God is to live for yourself, so the principle of holy living is to
not live for yourself, we live for God and others.
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HOW TO PLEASE GOD &4 #3t L& &1

In chapter 4, Paul gives instructions on how pleasing God is worked out in three very
practical areas of life, three major preoccupations for people—sex, work, and death.
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In these three things the early Christians were radically different to the people around them.
One of the earliest Christian writings outside of the Bible contains a very interesting phrase. It
says of Christians: we share our table with all but not our bed with all. (Epistle of Diognetus)
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The Christians existed in a culture that shared the bed with everyone but did not share money
with everyone. Money was sacred, but sex was mundane. Christians were the opposite.
Christians guarded their sex life but were free and liberal with their hospitality.
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There was something so wholesome and joyous and wise about the early Christian life,
because although the pagan culture in the early centuries laughed at Christians for it, in the
end, the Christian life changed the Roman empire for its good.
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When Paul is urging the Thessalonian church, commanding them, not to capitulate to their
culture and lose their revolutionary impact.
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I’'m going to say something very briefly about sex and work and postpone death for another
week.
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Vs.3-8:+you should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control your
own body in a way that is holy and honourable, not in passionate lust like the pagans, who
do not know God; and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a
brother or sister. The Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and
warned you before. For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. Therefore,
anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but God, the very God
who gives you his Holy Spirit.
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Throughout history there’s been two basic approaches to sex. The first is the deification of
sex. Sex 1s the way to wisdom, the way to joy and personal realisation. The other side sees
sex as degraded and debased.
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The Bible has a barefaced, hair on the back of your neck type of rejoicing in erotic marriage
love but calls us to flee sexual immorality like it is the plague.
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The Bible never speaks about sex in whispers, nor lifts it up to be the core of our identity and
self-fulfilment.
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There are three very important principles with the Christian understanding of sex — the
goodness of sex, the context of sex, and the purpose of sex.
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The goodness of sex is implied. These verses don’t say God’s will is for you to be holy so
dont have sex! It says abstain from immorality. Sex properly used is good and will function
for your holiness, used it incorrectly and it will undermine your holiness.
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Sex has an incredible power for good if used as God instructs, or an incredible power for
destruction if not. Sex is good.
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The wonderful power of sex has to happen in a context. Back to v.3 & 4 again: you should
avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control your own body.
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Sexual immorality is translated for the Greek word porneias. Its meaning is much broader
than pornography, it means the misuse of sex in general. It means all sexual violation outside
of the Bible’s context for it.
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The context for it is in v.4 with the statement your own body. 1t literally means to live with

your own wife or get a wife. Paul 1s saying you can have sex in marriage, or you can misuse

sex.

CHOLTXAER 4 86F, | BEHOCHFE] a5, CTHFEAI ZOCHETH
B, 3T B—1EF], REHELR, BT ALEBIE T EEEMAR, LT UK A,


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional

The Biblical sex context is simple. Sex is for monogamous, heterosexual marriage. It’s not for
outside of marriage. It is for the person you are married to.
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I’1l give just one reason why it is good. The freedom of sexual expression throughout history
has always been bad for women. Women are the ones who have been exploited the most,
abused the most, hurt the most.
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It was normal for a man living in Thessalonica, and the Roman Empire, to have a wife whose
function was to have status, money, manage the affairs of the household and raise the
legitimate children.
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They also had their mistress; they were the sexual partner whose main function was to be the
man’s intellectual equal and companion for recreation.
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Then there was the concubine. They were often a servant in the home. They existed to do the
chores and provide sex. If that wasn’t enough, there were also prostitutes.
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Paul says here, we are done with that, brothers. One of the things that makes the Biblical
sexual ethic work is it empowers women and gives children the stability of a long-term stable
relationship.
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This brings me to the third thing about sex these verse highlight and that is the purpose of sex.
each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honourable,
not in passionate lust.
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Take a wife in honour not in passionate lust. It is possible to be married but still not pursue
the good purpose of sex. It is possible to abuse and take advantage of your spouse in marriage.
It’s not true that once you are married anything goes.
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The word lust means an ‘over-desire’ or ‘idolatry.” The word honour means ‘reverence’ or
‘trembling awe.” Even in marriage sex can be idolatrous lust, or a way of honouring and
building up your spouse.
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Sex can either objectify, dominate, dehumanise your spouse, or it can build them up,
humanise them, respect them. The difference is whether we view sex as a way to give or
receive. Is it how I feel loved, or a way to love?
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There is so much more to unpack, but I need to spend some time on work. The other thing our
culture is obsessed with. I want to be brief with this because we’ll touch it a bit later in the
series again.
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Take a look at vv.9-12: Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you,
for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. And in fact, you do love all
of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more
and more, and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own
business and work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the
respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.
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The first thing to note is there is no break between vv10 and 11 in the original language.
Verses 9 and 10 are not a different subject to verses 11 and 12. The first two are about love,
and the last two are about work. The Biblical work ethic that the Christian is called to walk in
is about loving others with work.
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How do we love more and more, get to work. The Christian is not to be a drain on the
community; they are an investor in the community. I mean by that society, and the church
community.
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Dorothy Sayers was an English crime novelist and playwright. She wrote an essay called
“Why Work?” just after WW2. She says that society as a whole, and individuals in particular,
are dying because they do not have the revolutionary Biblical doctrine of work.
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The modern view is work 1s what you do for a living. We do it to make money so we can do
what we really want to do. Sayers quotes a surgeon friend of hers which puts it succinctly:
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Nobody works today for the sake of the thing they do. The result of the work is a by-product of
the real aim. The real aim in work is money or status. Doctors practice medicine primarily
for personal status and to make a living, not to relieve suffering. The patient is something that
happens along the way.
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The Biblical doctrine of work is the gracious expression of creative energy in the service of
others. What Sayers was saying is unless we understand the Biblical doctrine of work, we
will never find rest. Modern, expressive individualism leads to a restless work because it all
about me and my identity and advancement. The Bible’s view of work is a work that arises
from a place of status, rest, contentment, and freedom and so is able to serve.

TRPHMAIENHE, REREEAGEBREPRAF LR ERLRH ., BNMOE
FR, RAIERMEMELEPHMA TN E, TAXRMKERZERI KL, LK,
FARRNGBALZRTHIFEKLE, BAHECH-F &K R9Fofg v, BEYH
I FEER, THERAARL, %8, HLfad, HLEHREFH-A

A work that arises from rest is a work that sees our work as an expression of God’s creative
energy as the Creator of all that is.
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THE GOSPEL & PLEASING GOD #4333 E#65 & 10

Living to please God is the opposite of living to appease God. Living to please God is living
for the sheer pleasure of God.
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One of the greatest struggles in the Christian life is a failure to understand this basic pattern
of obedience. By the time Paul gets to calling us to please God, he has already given us the
foundation and motivation for it.
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The structure of Paul’s letters, and all biblical ethics, is the indicative followed by an
imperative. If we do not understand the indicative, the act of God, the cross of Jesus Christ,
the gospel, it is impossible for us to fulfil, let alone joyfully obey, the commands of God.
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In his book, The Nature of True Virtue, Jonathan Edwards wrote that unless a person has
experienced the grace of God, unless we know we are not saved by our good work, and that
God embraces us because of Jesus’ work, then we live driven by self-interest.
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If we know God has embraced us, approved of us, accepted us because of the work of Jesus,
then all our work and labour and walking and obedience is for the sheer joy of pleasing God.
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We can’t please God without the pleasure of God. The gospel of Jesus Christ is the good news
of the pleasure of God.
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In Matthew 3:17, at the baptism of Jesus, a voice came from heaven, ‘This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased.” God the Father was expressing his pleasure in his Son.
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It 1s therefore no surprise that John 8:29 tells us that Jesus loved to please his Father. He said,
“I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. The one who sent
me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.”
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Jesus knew the Father’s pleasure and so lived to walk in obedience. Even obedience to the
will of the Father to be crucified on a Roman cross for the sin of the world. He was
humiliated. Stripped naked in front of his family and friends and nailed to a cross for our sin.
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The real cry of dereliction was My God, my God, why have you abandoned me. For the first
time in all eternity, he experienced the displeasure of his Father. The Father in whose pleasure

9


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional

he always enjoyed, the one who was always with him, the one he lived to please, turned his
face away from him so that his approval might be given to us.
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He obeyed the will of his Father to experience the rejection of his Father so that we might
experience the approval, welcome, love, and acceptance of God. Jesus’ approval becomes
ours.
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To the degree we see Jesus on the cross receiving the displeasure of God for our approval, the
more we will seek to love him by living to please him.
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Paul is urging us here to be who we already are in the gospel of the Lord Jesus, holy and
blameless. God’s special possession. His much-loved children.
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