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Andy Park is an electrician in England. He also goes by the name "Mr. Christmas". He
claims to have celebrated Christmas day every day since July 1993.
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He claims that he eats turkey sandwiches and mince pies for breakfast each day, then goes
to work until returning for lunch to eat a full roast turkey dinner before watching a recording
of the Queen's Christmas speech, with sherry in hand.
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In an interview published in 2006, Mr. Park was quoted as saying that he had consumed
over the previous 13 years.
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4,380 turkeys,
4,380 & XK 3,

87,600 mince pies,
87,600 1# P &6,

1200 litres of gravy,
1200 R,

26,280 roast potatoes,
26,280 B £ &,

30,660 stuffing balls,
30,660 1B 3K

4,380 bottles of champagne,
4,380 A,

4,380 bottles of sherry, and
4,380 ALE B, AR

5,000 bottles of wine.
5000 FARE
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Although celebrating Christmas every day with turkeys and mince pies and tinsel and the
Queen's speech strikes me as a bit odd, he has a point.... even if he has missed it entirely!
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The meaning of Christmas is something to be celebrated every day.
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I say that because of v.15 of that Bible passage that was just read out to us:
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Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the
world - there is the Christmas event right there - Christ Jesus came into the world.
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The coming of the eternal Son of God into the world, Jesus Christ, is a fact of history. That
1s what we remember at Christmas.
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But the coming of the Son of God into the world is so much more than a historical fact.
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The historical event we are celebrating is a message of HOPE when you keep reading the
rest of v.15: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
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The meaning of Christmas for you from Jesus Christ is forgiveness, salvation, and hope.
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Christmas declares that what is undesirable in your life can be changed, and what is precious
needs to never be lost.
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It is a message of hope sent by God to confused children, cynical teenagers, single parents,
cranky husbands, tired wives, weird neighbours, the aged and the lonely, preachers and
lovers and haters and you and me.
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Since the Son of God lived, died, rose, reigns, and is coming again, God's message through
him is more than a historical fact.
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The real meaning of Christmas is about lives and destinies being changed by God. What we
are talking about here today is so much more than remembering history and retelling old
stories.
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Now, while there might be some questions over the sanity and authenticity of Andy Park's
daily celebration of Christmas, there is no doubt about the impact of Jesus' coming into this
world on our daily existence.
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The sentences in front of us today are the words of Paul, one of the Christian church leaders
in the first century. He often features in the list of the top 20 most influential people of all
time.
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These sentences are his testimony of the change that Jesus brought to his life in vv12-14:
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Verse 12: I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered
me faithful, appointing me to his service.
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Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown
mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.

HKEGERN, BF, HRLFHA; RGHXEETHIE, BAEARETE TY
E7 49 RF IR L4 o

The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love
that are in Christ Jesus.
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He describes himself as a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man before meeting
Jesus.
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Paul used to hunt down Christians to devastate the early Christian church.
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Paul’s biographer - a Dr Luke - described him as a religious predator who breathed out
murderous threats against Christians.
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He was a callous, pious, self-righteous, bigoted murderer hell-bent on a full-scale
extermination of the Christian church.
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He was one of the main enemies of Jesus and the early church. He lived day by day with
God to his back.
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Yet that fact was a surprise to him. He says he acted in ignorance and unbelief. He was
totally oblivious to the fact that his day-by-day existence was standing opposed to God. The
weird thing is that he was under the assumption that he and God were okay.
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He had a religious pedigree and piety that set him apart. He was zealous to do what was
right and obey God's law.
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When he persecuted Jesus and his followers, he thought he was doing God a favour. He was
ignorant of the fact that when he stood opposed to Jesus, he stood opposed to God.
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All his religious zeal made him an enemy of God. It’s noticeable that he twice, in verses 15
and 16, refers to himself as the worst of sinners.
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A lot of people struggle with that kind of declaration. He says this elsewhere in his writings.
Of all the people he knows, of all the people in the world, I am the worst.
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One commentator, unhappy with Paul’s self-assessment, says that he is either morbid or
unreal.
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We might say Paul is using pious exaggeration. This can be a tendency in Christian and
religious circles. We could call it spiritual hype or spiritual hyperbole, but it is really spiritual
posturing.
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But it is none of that for Paul. Paul is articulating a well-considered position. This is not a
bit of spiritual false humility to make him look righteous.
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But it is not Paul being morbid. Paul is not a person with a low self-image. This is a more
common view of Christianity...it is a crutch for those with low self-esteem and a guilty
conscience.
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The argument is that Paul and his type are perfectionists who get bent out of shape and down
in the dumps over the smallest mistakes and failures.
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Stop being so morbid, Paul. Lighten up, Paul. 50% is a pass. “C’s” get degrees. No one is
perfect. Go to a therapist.
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Why is Paul saying he is the worst? He describes himself as a violent man in v.13. In the
original language, the word translated VIOLENT in English is the same root word that we
get from the English phrase HUBRIS.
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In v.13, it means a trampler. Paul is saying, yep, I did a bunch of good things, but the motive
under all my actions was a desire to be superior to everyone else.
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As he pursued doing things to please God, he trampled all over people. All his actions were
about him. At the heart of all his actions was the need to be the absolute ruler of his world.
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In that sense, we are violent people. At the deepest levels, we want to make sure no one,
including God, tells us how to run our lives.
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This 1s the essence of sin. Sin differs in its objects for each of us but not in its nature.
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Image two eucalypt seeds. One falls onto the ground where there is no soil or moisture. The
other seed falls into a place of nutritious soil and moisture. The first one rots and the other
grows into a great tree.
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Which eucalypt seed had more vitality and strength? There was no difference in the seed. It
had everything to do with the environment.
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The Bible says that most of us do not grow up as Ivan the Terrible or Adolf Hitler, but it
1sn’t for lack of talent.
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Underneath the religious self-righteous to the hardened criminal is a violent pride that
elevates the self over others.
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Some use religion and morality, and others use irreligion and immorality to achieve the
same end. Paul is saying that his heart is no different in its principle and power than the
worst of sinners.

HEAF R R H Al fe, HRAAF RIERHKIoRE IR E RGO B, REAL
R, MG LB Feb ) EHBIRGRALAT AR

It is only by the grace of God that he is who he is. This is the hope of Christmas — Jesus
Christ came into the world to save sinners. This is the HOPE OF CHRISTMAS.
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See what it says halfway through v13: I was shown mercy...
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V14...The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly...
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Paul calls the great power that brought change in his life mercy and the grace of our Lord—
undeserved favour.
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God did not give Paul what he deserved or what he had coming to him. That would have
been rejection and death! Instead, he showed him mercy.
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That is Paul's first-hand account of the impact of Jesus coming into this world to save sinners.
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So why is Paul telling us here about his experience of the radical change Jesus brought to
his life?
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The answer to that question is given very clearly in verse 16: for that very reason I was
shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited
patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.
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Jesus changed Paul, the chief enemy of the church in its infant days, and Paul tells us about
it so that in 2023, you and I will grasp the meaning of Christmas.
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The word EXAMPLE there in v16 means that Paul is not just a pattern but the ultimate
pattern or type of what a Christian is.
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Jesus Christ picked the chief of sinners to demonstrate to you today what his mercy and
power can do in your life.
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There is no sinner that the grace of God, in Jesus, cannot overflow to and deal with. Don't
belittle the mercy of God by saying that you cannot be changed!
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What happened to Paul can happen to you. Notice it there in v15:
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Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.
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Paul’s personal reason to give thanks to God is now widened to praise for the universal
significance of Christmas...JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD...FOR THE WORLD.
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The purpose of Jesus coming into this world to save sinners has been welcomed by two
thousand years of human beings who, conscious of their guilt before God, have gratefully
accepted what the saving death of Jesus Christ accomplished for them in bringing them back
into relationship with God.
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The message in these verses for us now is that if God can show mercy to a man who, in his
ignorance, put Christians in prison and cast his vote to put them to death, a master of
religious thuggery, there is hope for everyone.
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Paul calls to us across the centuries, to us celebrating Christmas in 2023: Don t despair. He
saved me, the worst of sinners. He can save you! There is HOPE IN JESUS.
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Look, too, at how massive this HOPE is. The hope of Christmas is that because Jesus came
into this world to save sinners, what is most precious doesn't need to be lost.
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Take another look at v.16:
BARA S 16 &
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I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his
unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal
life.
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There is the hope of Christmas right there. Life is good and precious; we don't want to lose
it. We can talk all we want about the good things of life, but if we don't have life, we don't
have anything.
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The hope of Christmas to you from verse 16 is that you need never lose your life. It is good
to live.
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Your life is precious and can be saved. Jesus Christ came into the world to save us and
change us forever.
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The hope of Christmas is that Jesus came into this world to change our eternal status, and
so that is one of the biggest motives in allowing him to change us now.
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Christmas should be celebrated every day of the year. Granted, it is a little different than
Andy Park, but it is celebrated every day.
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The meaning of Christmas, God’s mercy to sinners through Jesus Christ, should be pushed
down into our hearts day by day, and it should rise again to change lives.

TR, LA AT AR, AL BT S
It HREZAERAL, KL,

What God did on the first Christmas, what he did in forgiving and changing Paul's life
forever, and what he does in forgiving and changing people today is utterly free mercy.
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If you are not a Christian, mark this year by coming to Jesus today. Recognise that though
the actions of your life may not warrant you being declared the worst of people, but the
motive of your heart does.
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The good news of Christianity is that though we are worse than we can possibly imagine,
in Jesus Christ, we are more loved and affirmed than we ever dream. That is the wonder of
Christmas.
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Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. That is God's gift to the world. It is his gift
to YOU THIS CHRISTMAS. It is worthy of full acceptance.
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If you are a Christian, how has God changed you this year? It’s also why Jesus came. Paul
is the ultimate example of a life change.
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What might be your next step in celebrating the meaning of Christmas each day as we turn
the corner into 20247
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