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Love for All People % 77 A A

Romans & 5 Z 12:9-21
USED 4% A: 13th July 2025 % 7 A 13 B (St Paul’s & £k &)

Christianity and mental health...how do we love... The church, a refuge for sinners and sufferers.
Thessalonians...a new church with young disciples in a hostile society. Connect those two
together...
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Romans 12 begins with in view of God's mercy. Verses 1-2 look back to the first 11 chapters and
forward to the rest of the letter. In the first 8 verses of Romans 12, Paul addresses the Christian as an
individual, now he addresses us as a community.
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In the next five chapters, Paul is showing us how life is transformed because of God’s mercy. He
defines what relationships look like for God’s new society. I’ve got three points on the St. Paul’s app.
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New Society #7#L &
Romans 5 introduced us to the idea that all of humanity lives in one of two realms. There is the realm
of sin and death, inaugurated by Adam, or the realm of grace and life, inaugurated by Jesus. All of
humanity has solidarity with Adam in sin or Jesus in salvation.
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Romans wants us to see the cosmic significance of what God has done in Jesus. The whole history of
humanity has been changed by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God has established a
totally new realm of existence, in which it is possible for all people to be declared righteous and to
be given eternal life.
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Romans 1-11 has all been about God’s cosmic plan of salvation in Jesus both for the Jew and the
Gentile. We may be inclined to think of faith in Jesus Christ, our conversion to the Christian faith, as
a small thing. Maybe a change that brings modest reform to some areas of our lives. According to
Paul, the differences between the two realms is infinitely great.
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The transfer from the realm of Adam to the realm of Christ should affect every part of our life. That
1s what Romans 12 is about. The Christian has been taken by Jesus from one realm to another. The
Christian has been saved for a new life...new relationships...new home.
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This new realm will finally reach its goal when we are in the presence of God forever. Until that time,
the Christian takes on the character and priorities of the new realm in Jesus. These verses are about

what we are becoming together — Jew and Gentile — reconciled together as one people in Jesus Christ

for the glory of God.
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Our relationships are quite different. They are transformed by God’s grace. The pattern of

relationships of the old realm that Jesus has rescued us from is in chapter 1. The descriptive list goes

like this: Heartless (1:31), approving of evildoers (1:32), God-haters (1:30); arrogant and boastful

(1:30); causing strife (1:29); malice (1:29); inventors of evil (1:30).
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Bk, LRAEF | Fo WA EeT: fhaL (131, HRAMEZG (1:32), &Ik EF
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As we turn to chapter 12, we see the opposite characterises God’s new society. Loving (12:9-10),
hate evil (12:9), serving God (12:11), not to be proud/conceited (12:16), live in harmony and peace
(12:16, 18) repay no one for evil (12:17), overcome evil (12:21).
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New Love for a New Society % # 4L 8 #5371 %

Verses 9-21 is a catalogue of over 20 brief instructions, regarding the way God’s people should relate
to each other and to the rest of the world.
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Verses 9-16 seem to have an emphasis on relationships with other Christians because of the use of
vocabulary like ‘one another’. Verses 17 -21 are relationships with the wider world because the
vocabulary shifts to ‘everybody’ and ‘everyone’. Verses 14-16 are a few verses of transition between
the two sections. They could easily be applied to either group.
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New love for friends #15] % 69 %7 5

In vv9-16 Paul outlines what relationships of love look like amongst Christians, amongst God’s
diverse church. In v.9 he gives three commands...be sincere. Hate evil...cling to good. All three tell
us what it means to live a life of love, and all three are about truth.
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Firstly, sincere means to be unhypocritical. Not phony. We are not to be polite, helpful, and warm on
the outside but cold, despising and disconnected on the inside. This is so important because a culture
of ‘niceness’ can develop so easily in churches.
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A veneer of pleasantness can cover over a culture of back-biting, gossip, and prejudice. A veneer of
niceness often results in the absence of tough love, where people love each other enough to confront
problems and sins in themselves and friends.
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Secondly, we are commanded to negatively ‘hate’ and positively ‘cling’. We must be horrified by

what God calls sin, and glue ourselves to what God calls righteous. This is so crucial because love

for another can distort our view of what is right and wrong.
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There is often a temptation to give the loved one what creates emotional joy, rather than what is best.
This is a common problem in raising children because so many of us can’t bear the tears and anger of
children. But it is pretty common knowledge that a childhood without discipline is almost always a
disaster.
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It seems strange to say it, but we cannot love properly without hating properly. Any love that is
afraid to confront a loved one is not really love, but more than likely a selfish desire to be loved.
Selfish love is afraid to do what is right if it risks losing the affection of the loved one. So, the loved
one becomes an idol. You love the love you get from the loved one.
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That’s just a few brief words about verse 9. In vv10-16 we get a list of what love is. They pretty
much fit into four categories which together give us a picture of relationships in Gods new society.
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Firstly, real love is committed to others. Verse 10: be devoted to one another in brotherly love.

Hh, AEMEREGAAN. $1085: #EL, BAAEHE.
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This is revolutionary because the words devoted, and brotherly love are applying the normal
relational expectations of family to the Christian community. Love as if we are related. Even if our
family members have radically different values and lifestyles from us, they are still family. Even
when we find them particularly challenging, we still say things like, “they’re still my parents”, or
‘he’s still my son’.
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The word DEVOTED is a very challenging description of Christian love for those of us who have
been marinating most of our lives in an individualistic culture like ours I wonder if ‘devoted to one
another’ is how you would describe your relationship to the members of your community group or
this church?.
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Secondly, real love puts others first. Look at the second half of v.10: Honour one another above
yourselves. It's pretty much what Paul says in Philippians 2:3, In humility consider others better
than yourselves.
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To honour someone is to treat them as valuable. They are valuable because they are made in the
image of God, and because they have the Spirit of God dwelling in them. Each person is precious
and important.
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To honour someone is to listen to the other. To know of their hopes, joys, needs, hurts, fears, and to
be considerate. To concentrate more on their needs than our own.
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We are told pretty much the same thing in v.16 when we are called not to be proud or conceited but
instead to be willing to associate with people of low position. The essence of love is not to
concentrate on our own image, position, needs, rights, but on the needs of others.
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Real love is patient is the third category. Look at vv11-12: Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
ARREA, SRE=ZH. #FA 11-12 & : KY, FTTHH. BEEXR; #HRHFZ. 12
ER TP RER, FERTRET; #ELIEY,

The four commands here are really about patience. Paul is calling us to use all our spiritual resources
to not give up on our Christian and sisters. We are to confront the difficulties of relationships in the

4


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional

church community with patience and brothers prayer because to be involved deeply in the lives of
others is hard work.
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CS Lewis was right when he wrote, the only sure way not to have your heart broken is never give it
to anyone. As a community devoted to one another then our hope and zeal will falter.
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Lastly, real love combines feelings with action. Verse 15 tells us the Christian community is to have
empathy; Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. But that is not all. Verse
13 says: Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
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Real love is not sentimentality, but an activity of meeting needs. Love is doing whatever it takes to
give people whatever they need. The Christian makes sacrifices of emotion, action, and rights. We
give others both the truth that they may not want, and the help that they need.
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Verses 17-21 shift to the issue of loving your enemy. The basic principle of this section is really
summarised by the beginning and end. Have a look at v17: Do not repay anyone evil for evil. And
again, at v21: Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
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That is the principle. The word overcome is a military word that means to defeat, or to conquer, or
overpower. There are only two possibilities. Either we are overcome by evil, or we overcome evil by
responding to it with good.
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To respond evil for evil is when someone hurts us, we either hurt them back, or want to see them hurt
in our hearts. When we do that, we are the ones defeated, overcome, by evil. We lose, evil wins. The
only way to defeat evil is by doing good to those who have done us harm.
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Secret to doing this is to see evil as something above and distinct from the evildoer. Our basic goal is
to forgive, to love, to show kindness. When we do this there are really two results; evil doesn’t infect
us, and the perpetrator may be softened and helped by love.

MBI E — B AL AL, HAEREEAZESHR, HASA— A AE, RMGLKRIZ
R, RAREET, wAMEHRBE, TREGARBER: FERGRLEXM, ®L
RHATRE R Z S FRPFAFEH .

I think that is the essence of v20 where Paul says our good deeds and words could heap burning
coals on their head. 1t’s a way of saying that repentance might occur. There are at least three
practical ways we implement the principle of overcoming evil with good.

RAAHEZIHAL 20 B AIHE, RELENMAREMYG EATES, HLLERKKB LA L,
BA—METTRGTELEBAN TN, KMEVAHDETHOGTERTRAAERBEEY
JRA

The first one is — do not avoid the hostile person. Look at v.18: If it is possible, as far as it depends
on you, live at peace with everyone. It is so easy just to avoid people that have wronged us. We
justify it by saying in our hearts, / 'm not seeking revenge I just don 't want anything to do with them.
But sometimes avoidance is a form of payback. The silent treatment can be powerfully manipulative.
Avoiding evil does not overcome evil. There are boundaries though.
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Verse 9 still reminds us that we are not loving or wise or truthful if we enable someone to sin or sin
against us. There are degrees of hostility. Some enemies are so dangerous that to have anything to do
with them is to invite them to sin against you even more.
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We need to discern our motive for staying away. Is it a form of payback, or a measured response
aimed at blessing them in some way?
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The second way to implement the principle of overcoming evil with good is to express loving words
and actions. Verse.14 calls us to “bless” and v.20 to “feed... your enemy.” This means simply that
you are to speak and act courteously and kindly to those who are hostile. We must be careful here!
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Sometimes we may do kind things to a hostile person simply to shame him/her or “rub their nose” in
it. That is not the motive. We thoughtfully find ways to wish the person well and do helpful things
and speak respectfully to them.
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The third way to implement the principle of overcoming evil with good is to forgive and forego
any repayment. v.19 “never avenge yourselves”. How do we do that, and everything else? That
brings me to the last point.
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New Power for New Love % 69471 /) ¥

The life Paul lays out here for the Christian community is beautiful. His instruction is irrefutable but
incredibly hard to put into practice.
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True love is very hard. The temptation is to avoid it, or to somehow minimise love to a point where it

i1sn’t sacrificial. Notice there is no persecution so great that Paul makes an exception to the rule, and

no hurt or wrong so deep that we get excused from loving like this. So where do we get the power to

live a life this loving, this patient, this forgiving, this brave?
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We must go to v19, Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is
written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.
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The secret to overcoming evil with good is leaving room for God to be God. In other words, stop
playing God. If we are having trouble overcoming evil with good, then it is because we are sitting in
God’s judgement-seat. All resentment, lack of forgiveness, and vengeance is taking on God’s role as
judge. It is playing God. We think we know what the other person deserves, and we are handing out
the judgment. But only God is qualified to be the judge.
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There are two ways to get out of God’s chair. Firstly, we need to look at ourselves. We are imperfect
and deserve judgment ourselves. We don’t know everything. We don’t know all about the offender,
what they have faced in life or deserve.
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If we cannot forgive, it is because we are sure that we are not as sinful as the person we are mad at.
But the main way to get out of God’s chair and start loving and forgiving is to look to Jesus.
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Jesus Christ, the Son of God, didn’t take God’s chair himself. He had a right to because he is perfect,
and the knowledge to because he knows exactly what is in the human heart. But he didn’t. John
12:47: I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world.
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The first 11 chapters of Romans tell us Jesus came to save, to pardon, to redeem...how dare we, who
are saved by his grace, decide we are now going to sit in his seat and play judge. Look to what Jesus
did for you. Look to his patience for his enemies. Isaiah 53 tells us:
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He was despised and rejected by mankind...he was despised, and we held him in low esteem...he
was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities...He was oppressed and
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter...and as a sheep
before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
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He was patient under affliction for us. He saved us through his patience. Before love is something we
try or do, it is someone we meet.
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The core of authentic Christianity is not simply doing what God says but enjoying God. The deepest
secret to growing as a loving and forgiving person, and church community, is looking to Jesus.
Setting our attention on Jesus. Drawing close to Jesus. Walking moment by moment with Jesus.
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SEVEN RHYTHMS because Jesus is a PERSON not a CONCEPT. Jesus is altogether lovely.
Infinite in majesty, and meekness and grace for the sinners and the sufferers alike. We will only love
like this as a church community so long as we look to, and love, and enjoy, and treasure Jesus’s love
together.
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