www.stpauls.org.au Traditional

It is Finished A2 T

John (##4@F) 19:17-42
USED 1% 1 8 il : 22nd & 26th September 2024 5+ 9 A 22 H & 26 H

Today’s passage is what all of John’s gospel is what Christianity offers a world that 1s
losing hope 1n its ability to fix itself.

SRMELR (Hiad) HEARNE, AL BHAHSEH o KSMRN KL
AR e AR T AR

It's what Christianity offers you: who cannot change, who cannot find peace, who
cannot find security, who cannot find hope.

BEh AR BRRMSAR: BEAENR, BFREFROMF, £ERZL201E,
Ak R A A E 8 AR,

For over two centuries now, Western societies like ours have put their hope in the
progressiveness of history...the explosion of scientific knowledge.

WAB S HE AR, REAMERN G THEE —Bleh ZHFHLBEXLED --FF e
3k B B K M AR R

We’ve held to a strong belief that every generation would experience a better world
than the one before it. We’ve held to the hope that it is just a matter of time before we’ll
solve our greatest ills.

HMTEAT, HF—RAHMELFE—BLIT — K P EIFOHER, KM—BLHRFHZ,
fE R AN R KOG FEm, PR MH MR,

We’ve assumed that human reason, ingenuity, and science, once freed from
superstitious beliefs of the past, would result in a better future.

KB ERAFAGIEN, JBHF FhAE — 2R TBLOEREE0, LTFRE
F 409 KR

Many good things have come our way, but the reality of the first four decades of the
20th century means we have held tight to a mist. Our hopes and dreams are a vapour.

EMPIARTH L EIF00F, 12 20 47T 40 FHRFT ERZTRMA—A T EIN
1 F. KM HF2iF BARL—F LR,

In the space of four decades, we faced two world wars, a pandemic and the Great
Depression.

AT FanF AR, XPTEET RREF K&K, —F KRATRA K E %,

What followed was the Cold War and the threat of a nuclear holocaust.
MEZ i SR8y A A B AL T I BE
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It seems the greatest threat to our hope for a better world is not the natural environment
but the various forms of evil that spring from the human heart.

HAMEFHROF DR, RAOBREUTRLORER, AR ODASH
BAET) KOG IR &

Science can come up with a vaccine and technology like we’ve never imagined, but it
can’t eradicate human evil.

AHF T D SRAPTROR AR 0 R A AT, 12¢ mEARIR AF O ARE

I mean by that the ordinary cruelties of self-interest in business, racism, arrogance,
pride, dishonesty, corruption, abuse, sexism, and the countless acts of selfishness we all
practice daily.

K ELR, BEPYaRAA., AE TR, BUIZ. BH. RRE. B, EFA,
PE R AA R BT RARAE R 2 ARTEHR LR T LR EIT 4,

John 19, and the travesty of injustice and execution, is our deepest hope. The word the
Bible uses for HOPE means profound certainty.

(#iaF) % 19 FURHINRASRGHR, REAMNREGHE, 28
vl A2 | EAAF &oRE KA H#E

Christians are profoundly certain, even during pandemics and evil and hardship, that
God i1s guiding every twist and turn of their life towards the resurrection of their bodies
and souls for a new, eternal and perfect world.

RBHRAE, BRARTR. TEFEMN, £ b5 S 4 P a4
—R I ARG AT R A FARME, AR AT, RIEFT E
i,

All this profound hope is fixed on the explosive three days of history that were the
death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth around 2000 years ago in Israel.

B A iE SR R 69 A BARF A K4 2000 FAT, I AT AE P 09 o T Ao
BE, ELFBRIERE=X,

My plan today, as we look at the crucifixion of Jesus, is to focus on just two of the
things Jesus said on the cross.

SR, FRMAIRKBAT T FRE, KOFILARFEAINKETFR IR
r’ﬁ/ﬁ:_g o

Those two things reveal, firstly, the nature of Jesus’ offer of HOPE and, secondly, how
we can take up his offer of HOPE.

EREHE XD T T IR REOHLZOAE, LRBTT R THETRITR
Brag A2


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional

THE NATURE OF HIS OFFER OF HOPE 4 pr 324t 64 % 2 65 X H

Firstly, the nature of his offer of hope.
ah, RATREGAEZHAYE,

At the end of the crucifixion account in John 19, we read this in verse 28:
E (fhiaE) 19 FA RS R, RMAES 28 %3

Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would
be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.”

BEUK, PRI BB FCLERT, HRELGERR, HH: [LKET. /

Our first reaction to his thirst is to think, ‘Well, of course, he is being crucified under
the Middle Eastern sun and losing lots of fluid.’

KAV OB F AR R R [ 478, K, MIELE P BEIIEA T HETE 1
PR, FEEAFTR., ]

If we linger over these words a bit, we start to realise it might be significant. Think
about this.

o RAMAMEF — TR, AMHTHBEERICTRREZ R, HBEE,

e
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Jesus has suffered quite a lot up to this point. He has been beaten in the face with fists.
BB AT Ak, IRARCE T TIRS F. MR A R 2 ABAT,

He was lashed with a whip across his back in such a way that it would have looked like
raw meat.

Kby H EARA R T dhaT, AAARMBER IR,

He’s had tent pegs driven into his hands and feet. He’s had a crown of thorns squeezed
onto his head.

Ko by F Ao AR AETAE T o A3 E BT —TARI MR A ZH R F .

He has endured all of that, and he has not complained once about his physical suffering.
W TiE—w, [BRAH —RAHFE LR ELLE,

Not even a whimper. He accepted it and submitted to it.

iE —BEERARE . MAET T RIERT o

Not even an ‘Ouch, that hurt!” Why now? Why does he now say I’m thirsty?
EE—8 [0, 75! | HAK. AHERE? ALERAER [XBT ] ?

Something deeper than physical thirst is going on here.
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BALEAK A GRLBRRENE,

Earlier in John’s biography of Jesus, Jesus encountered a woman at a well.

e P 5 A ARARAR L 00 AR, IR A28 B T — B A

She is a Samaritan woman, a mortal enemy of the Jewish people in the first century.
She 1s surprised that Jesus asked her for a drink.

ot — A BIBFIBRA, R F BRI A R A MR IR ) ke B K

Then Jesus says to her...this is John 4:13: Everyone who drinks this water will be
thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the
water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

KBTI - A (KHAaT) 413 AFGEREY, E-FE; #GLA
BEIK, BARETE, LI KREME G HRIR, BFE KL,

He’s talking about something deeper than mere physical thirst.
He 7w 09 TMEE L F 78 EaGALE,

In the Bible, THIRST is a metaphor for the spiritual emptiness that comes when God is
not at the centre of our life.

ey [B| 2—@EdS, BEPREXRMEAGTH PO, HAWEE

For instance, in Psalm 42, we read: As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul
pants for you, my God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go
and meet with God?

Plda, & (FR) 42 BY, KPIH2: LPT, KGO RE, R REK,
HAG BB LR, HEKLELEF, KEIFFHIELFE?

It’s one thing to believe that God exists, but it's quite another thing to have him as the
central reality of your life.

W LR GelX—EF, B EAREFH T SRT AR —EF,

It’s not belief in God that our soul needs as much as it is meeting God, knowing God,
and experiencing God.

HRIVERITE BN RARGF L, mAEL L, B LEF, & LS,

Without meeting, knowing and experiencing God, without him being the central reality
of our life, we die.

Yo RAA B, RBFALJE LR, AR AR L0 F SRE, XML GTR
o

It’s possible to believe in God but have something else as the central reality of our lives.
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KMVATHAZ L, 12 AREIE L BRI AEGGF ST,

If I may continue to use his metaphor...these other things - e.g. success, approval,
comfort, friendship, family, sex and romance, influence, or money - are the actual drink
we are pouring into our souls to quench the thirst we feel on the inside.

do AT AR A0 oy - A0 R - Bl BT, AR, A
R AR BERER o RAPIIE LB AL A A @ 4
B 49 BH

The point Jesus is getting to is this; if we attempt to quench the thirst of our soul with
anything other than the love and beauty and comfort of God in Jesus, then we will thirst
again and again and again and again forever.

MR EFN TR wRAMKE R LR AIRKIZE . £ R AN
1T & G R ERMTE R TB, NERMAET—AR X —KFEE, HIKiE,

Only God in Jesus can fully and satisfyingly quench the thirst of our
emptiness...everything else is like drinking seawater — it just makes you thirstier.
PORAPEIRGKRAZ T R T &M A RMZE RAGB K - A —IH B K—4F - R
L S &P

So, back to John 4 and Jesus’ meeting with the Samaritan women. Jesus says: the water
I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.

Frvh, B3] (#3%3@E) 4 TAIKEHCEA TRANE T, IRKR: ZTHH
KEENME GHAERE, BBEKE,

The woman replies: Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep
coming here to draw water.

TACE: AL, FLEERGYHEK, EETE CTFHIHEERITK,

Jesus wants to give it, and she immediately wants it. But Jesus doesn’t give it to her.

ARAR AL B b, L LR &, [BERERL R b,

Instead, he appears to change the subject and says to her, “Go and get your husband.”

AR, TR T FAL MR hE, YRGLKX, FEEER,

Her reply 1s, “Well, actually, I don’t have a husband.” Then Jesus says,
W@ A& [°8, ML, KAALK, | RERIRKR:

“You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband.

[ RATXKXEI A, 18 1hEEEBEMLK, IhRAEFEELTEMIGZ
£, J/
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She wants to take up his offer of eternal life, and he changes the subject and brings up
her broken, messed-up love life.

WAL R AT IR A K A, AP T35/, RAT T HAA, RALWEHAEE,

Why change the subject and be so harsh, Jesus?
BRER, Aft B A5cERAE, 3 HAw b BB |

But he 1sn’t changing the subject, and he is being incredibly tender.
atb 3t Z A A EA, mELERRFEF

He is pointing out to her that her messed up love life is simply a result of looking for
men to give her what only God can give her.

Homdbdg i, H—ERO R R ETHRREEHFRITARGHAG LT ety
R o

To use the metaphor again...her life has revealed that she’s been drinking seawater all
her life, and she is thirsty...never satisfied.

Bk RE AR - i) A BT — A A BEAK, T LARE - HAT
2,

Jesus offered her fresh water that would fill her up and satisfy her forever.

FRARFRAL T AR AR 60 24, BRI A K

The reason her life is going so poorly is that when we look to someone or something
other than God for love, significance, identity, security, and hope, we will simply thirst
again because it will never satisfy us.

Yooy £ E L LR R AR, FAMe LRSI EAREMEFRE, &R, F
. e, WER, AMAGH0E, BAHCKELTHT,

Anyone who continues to do it continues to look elsewhere than God, will thirst
eternally.

AT A SRR B AR, BB AR QP UM T, HEKEFE

What she needed was God as the living reality at the centre of her life.
WE E R ERAF AR EG T S ELELENIET

She needed to have the love of God at the centre of her life so that she didn’t need to
look to the love of men to give her what only the love of God can give her.

T BAFAY O F R E A A SR TS, BARHRE BREBANE RS THA
AV GG F T b bty B,
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Jesus was not so much confronting her as he was lovingly convicting her.
BRI 302 28 P, TR R R AR S R

What is interesting about this woman is that she had a belief in God, but it wasn’t
enough.

BB S A0 ABZ A AT L e, RIS EAH,

God wasn’t the centre of her life, and Jesus helped her see it. Other things were more
important.

EHRRRMEFE TS, RRFHERTE 8, FRHRAREILFE L E
£,

So, back to John 19 and the crucifixion of Jesus. This is the reason why Jesus is thirsty.
Frvh, B2 (##aF) 19 FAIMMEa T FR, SHRIRKDBHRE.

His thirst is a picture of what he is really going through on the cross. On the cross,
Jesus Christ is experiencing the ultimate thirst.

Rt BRAET TR ATEBEGER, 55, JFAkA B EE G EAAE
%38,

The prophet Nahum in the Old Testament puts it like this: Who can withstand his
indignation? Who can endure his fierce anger? His wrath is poured out like fire...
(1:6)

BRI AR AR EITIR, BEZIFERE? ERE, #REGFELE?
B 1 Rt K P ir df, ++- (1:6)

On the cross, Jesus was getting what the whole human race deserved for its evil in
putting everything else but God at the centre of their lives.

A+ FEE RR&KFRTAABERENW, HAMNERT Ld b —#ET
AN 2= R LN

He was getting what we deserve for our lives of ignoring our creator God. He was
experiencing the divine justice.

AT AT Ay AR08 R0 A £ L BAFAY . Mo IE 248 BAY B B &

It was like a million suns burning down on him. He is thirsting so we can have the
living water. He is dying of spiritual thirst.

WA —aBERGHREAEME Y L, /BT, IFEKMA FKTAE, Hbk
B 38w .

He is experiencing the agony of being separated from God, the fountain of living water
so that we can have access to the fountain of eternal living water.
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o IE fE 48 R SEAY . HEKARIR, 2AREIRRE, AR AR E NI E KRR

Jesus experienced the agony of separation from the love of his Father, the experience of
his fire of judgement so that we can experience his presence and love and the never-
ending refreshment of the water of eternal life.

IRARAEJE T R A% Dt 5, BB THMAERNZ K, 1FE KM HEE
Y ]3]/&7}3;??\, VAR KA Z IK B oK a1 F 35 8 AT 95

He got what we deserve so that we can get what he deserves.
TR T AFVRAIFH, BARKMA T BRI,

He suffered so that we can have a river of life welling up in us - his favour, his love, his
approval, his acceptance. This is the nature of his offer to us today.

ML E, FRRMAEA AT AR FIR - HOER, HOE,
A9RT . ReBYIEM, BIAMS KRG RMIPTREG AT,

HOW TO TAKE UP HIS OFFER OF HOPE 4o /T3& {2 6 4 2

How, then, do we take up the offer of hope? The last thing Jesus says as he breathes his
last 1s, v30, It is finished.

ARBE, HAI TR S RIREGH PR? FHREB R RE YRR —EEALER
30&%7 ﬁTO

Jesus 1s using a word here that means ‘TOTALLY PAID’. It’s a word you’d write
across an account that had been paid in full.

RHRACHEERANTHEERA [ RERF . ERELACLBMKNGES LET
T

One of the wonderful and great paradoxes of history is that here is the helpless and
powerless and dependent Jesus dying on the cross, and his last word is I DID IT! I've
triumphed! I’ve accomplished it!

B EFHYmEROERZ—R, £, &) FRBEANERE TR IR
W, e YRBE—FERAME T ZBEFT! KEEZKT!

What he’s accomplished is described for us a little later in the New Testament in 1
Peter 3:18:

R FEAY, AR TR (ARATE) 3:18 F ARFIMET -

Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to
God.

RBEELT—KBERLE, ARERGREBETEL, %5 GIHRITE_LFFHE.
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There is an infinite chasm between us and God, and Jesus has done everything required,
paid every debt we owe to God, and dealt with every bit of shame and guilt and sin.

KA L MG AEZ ARG HE, DIRKCERZRTHIERG—t, BET &
PR EFeyE—2F1F, RETHE-ZER., NAFEE,

He has accomplished it all. There is nothing more that we must do to bridge the gap
between us and God.

WO TRTE . ZRMTREZFME S 0HEFF RS RN e L 2 ] 89
ik

Contrast Jesus’ last word here with the last word of Buddha - strive without ceasing.
I’VE THIRSTED FOR YOU...IT IS FINISHED vs STRIVE WITHOUT CEASING.

HILIHR ARG RAE —)ERBRCYORAE— 9 FEGAEF . [ RANK
iR T | b [ TMEET L% 7 Jo

Now, let me say that there are a lot of admirable things about Buddhism, like the self-
denial and the recognition that selfishness is a big problem.

A, BARI, HhEARSZSEASMGFEN, Hlde st TAa3EkE A LA —E X

Ao

But the 8-fold path of Buddhism is hard and incredibly demanding.
{e A hg N EE R FRHEGY, &K As a0,

That’s why his last words were to strive without ceasing if you want to achieve
enlightenment.

AR A R R — 8 3R de BARRRAT I E, ARSE LA R IEBTI RS A

Jesus’ last word was, I’ve done all the striving for you. I’ve done everything to bring
you salvation. I’ve thirsted so you can be satisfied.

MR A — o) ER, RCEAHRZTRT A EE N, RETART — L&A1k
HREB, KRBT, VAR VAT A,

Religion is where you give God a performance and hope God blesses you.

FHRERAMEG L £, $HAZ LS EILARER,

The core message of Christianity is that God blesses us in Jesus Christ, and we get to
live to love and serve him, the one who has already given us the love, the blessing, the
acceptance.

EBEHGBOE &L, Ef AIKEA T RRGE XM, nAMETHERk, RER
ke, R ARCESTRME., Riafigm,
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Jesus says it is done. Any effort on our behalf to make his finished work better makes it
worse. Any effort at all. Any striving.

HMR— M LEERT o R ARAT RS LAY FLH Rl 9ES S, R
RIRALY R P TR T EBARN G S o TR

When Jesus says it is finished, what he i1s saying is that IT IS FINISHED. We cannot
receive his salvation and act as if we can add to it.

FIRBRE [ RT | B, MPTIMs 248 [T Jo RIMIARREIE T HGH B, 4
& BUAFIFAR EAT T VA B s

Two kinds of people attempt to add to Jesus’ finished work.
A RAEAGKE A IR C TR A9 TAE R R,

One kind 1s the beat myself up person, and the other 1s the prove myself person. There
are the self-beaters and the self-provers.

—HRATHATHA, —HARZFRATHA. A 8 RITEE A8 RERAL

The self-beater is the one where every time someone criticises them, they are
devastated and beat themselves up.

B AT A BN AE & A ADIFAEMTIE, LR AR T A THA

Every time you do something wrong and make a mistake, you beat yourself up.
FE IR F . uay, IRAETRMmA T,

In fact, you did something 15 years ago, and you can’t get past it. You always feel bad
about it.

FRLE, MFAE 15 FaTsMT —&F, AEAEALELR. REL AR HE,

You need to know that Jesus was beaten up for you; was it not good enough?

B doil | RO AR T AT, EERHEH?

He paid for your sins. Why are you still trying to pay for them?
L AR RAFTRAE, S AZEXBSAME?

It 1s finished. Attempting to add anything to what Jesus has done simply subtracts from
it.
KT o B IR F N LR R G, RERE T EE.

The other person is the self-prover. They usually feel much better about themselves.
Often a proud, self-made person.

B —AAZREHE. MEFHTRRITFTS. AFZBEHR, aFLE
I
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You’ve had a bit of success in life, and you think it means something.

Thfe b P BT — S RAt, RIS ok A

The need to have money, success, possessions, family, and career to feel secure and
significant means you are trying to add to Jesus’ work to make us all secure and
acceptable.

FREAAR. R, ME. FEFFETRANZLFER, TRFHLAEY
7 B SRARAL BANVITA AHA e o iAo i A 5 89 TAF Lo,

The message of Christianity is that we are all sinners saved by grace if we trust in the
finished work of Jesus.

ABHOE LR, doREMVE IR T80 T, KAVERZ I BT 889 E A

Our hearts are more evil than we ever dared to believe, and we are more loved than we
ever dared to hope or imagine.

AT S R MTHAAARMZ 89 RARE, AT RAPTIC A B R AR Y A

The person who tries to prove themselves doesn’t understand they never can because
they are more evil than they imagine.

REE A TOAL R GMIKEEEFH AT, B AL AT 156 2 IR

S o

Conversely, the people constantly trying to atone for their flaws by beating themselves
up never will because they are already loved and affirmed more than their wildest
dreams.

FAR, AREET K E E B ATE A TR A T AR E ) AKIE BT E], B Al
L E AT RBIENF A MM E LT .

God humbles one and affirms the other. It is finished. Jesus’ death on the cross doesn’t
contribute to our salvation. It is our salvation.

MHRFE—EAN, FEI A RT. IPHKRETFR LG IE A BRI
B, d AT E) AT

All our overwork, anxiety, constant striving, and lack of gratitude and rejoicing are
because we don’t know that it is finished.

KTV AGBESE, BB, RNETWEF, YRS KRB B L H2 R &K
Z:%Ujﬁ/%ﬂ;gﬁﬁi T o

The amazing truth of what we know as the central events of Easter is summarised
succinctly by another New Testament writer:

B — A2 A AE R AL 4E T R4 by, IR E P OB, AL
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Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners (1 Tim 1:15)

BHETE, BELELBEL: [REFPHKI S LEREBRBFEA] (REXTE
1:15)

Is there any more wonderful news for people like us, who know we cannot measure up
to the demands of our own conscience, let alone the demands of our own holiness,
while living in fear of what the future holds?

HAMEBRMEA I E AR EREATRSHER, TRAREMATEROR
K, RIAFTEHRARGAEFGARS, EA M EILE ZIF694 8757

Easter is full of hope for the self-beaters and the self-provers. It is full of hope for you.
BRARBGALEH A B RATH A Fr A REHAERRAM T AL CHMER R KA L,

It is finished in Jesus. See your need being met in Jesus, and centre your life on him.
— AR AR T o« A ERGE ZAINKRAZIF R R, EMtbe AiRE eyt

Al
o o

The hope of easter is summed up so wonderfully in possibly the most famous of Bible
verses:

BEARDAETRARE LOELEL TR T i #694045

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

LFBRYA, EEREET—8ETHEMN, Y —fsHATEET, RAFK
4. (%% 3:16)

12


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

