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I read a story during the week of a boy who desperately wanted to play Joseph in the Sunday
School pageant. When he was instead cast as the landlord of the inn in Bethlehem, with one
line, he was very disappointed.
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He protested the role. Unfortunately for him, he was stuck playing the landlord. He was so
disappointed but kept it to himself. All the rehearsals went off without a hitch, and he said his
famous line -- 'there is no room in the inn' - without issue.
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However, on the day the Christmas pageant was presented, he got his revenge. When it got
his moment, Mary and Joseph knocked on the door and asked him if he had a room for them.
The boy smiled and said, “Yes, sure, we have lots of room. Come on in!”
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Mary & Joseph did not know what to do so turned to the pageant directors who were stunned.
After an awkward silence, the audience erupted with laughter.
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I suppose if you want a male part in the Christmas pageant, and want your moment in the
spotlight, then Joseph is the best option. He is at the centre of the action.
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What is a bit unusual though, is that for a patriarchal society like first century Palestine,
Joseph plays a passive part in the whole Christmas narrative. Once we are clear of the
Christmas scenes he is hardly mentioned again.
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An angel did come to Joseph, and told him, only him, one thing -- the child's name. Verse 23,
the child is to be called Immanuel -- God with us.

FER R AL RIER B QO BRAE, AEFL—4F HTEF. F 23 HR, [AL
b5 %X G AF . | (XEGAFE Rt [ L BANIRE ] . ) (BRAEF
1:23, Fo& A A53THR)



http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional

Here is what we learn from the name IMMANUEL: Jesus is God, Jesus is human, and
Jesus is with us.
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JESUS IS GOD #R#k & 4%

In verse 20 the angel tells Joseph that the human life growing inside Mary has come not from
any human being but from the heavenly Father.
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Joseph will be Jesus' father only in a secondary sense. God is the real father. However, the
most direct statement of Jesus' identity comes in verse 23. Matthew quotes from Isaiah 7:14,
“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel,” which
means “God with us.”
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For centuries Jewish scholars had known that prophecy, but they had not thought it should be
taken literally. This promise is greater than anyone imagined. Jesus Christ is “God with us.”
This statement is startling to a Jew. The Jewish view of God made them the least open to the
idea that a human being could be God of all people.
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Eastern religions believed God was an impersonal force permeating all things. It was not
unusual for them to regard some human beings as particularly great manifestations of the
divine.
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Western religions believed that gods could disguise themselves as human beings for their
own purposes. Jews believed in a God who was both personal and infinite. God was not a
being within the universe but the source of it all. The Hebrew worldview was against the idea
that a human being could be God.
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And yet Jesus Christ---by his life, by his claims, and by his resurrection---convinced his
closest Jewish followers that he was more than a prophet telling them how to find God, but
God himself come to find us.

R, IMER—FFwa L, T EfOBE T —0IR T RALGHE K
PIfE, RIMEERZ L FAM T REAY 85850, AR B RF KA

2



http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional

All his main Jewish followers declared it. The opinion of these authors would not mean much,
however, if Jesus had not declared his divine identity all through the biographical accounts.
Jesus is constantly forgiving sin, which only God can do. He also claims, “I am going to
come back to judge the earth,” and only God can do that.
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At many times and in many ways Jesus Christ, a Jewish man, said, “I am God,” and
thousands believed him and came to worship him (Acts 2:41).
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Every Christmas people all over the world give lip service to this without thinking out its
implications. If Jesus really is God, what does that mean for us practically?
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Firstly, it is an intellectual turning point. Some have argued that the supreme miracle of
Christianity i1s not the resurrection of Christ from the dead, but the coming of God into the
world as a human.
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The late theologian JI Packer puts it bluntly: God became man, the divine Son became a Jew;
the Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless human baby, unable to do more than lie and
stare and wriggle and make noises, needing to be fed and changed and taught to talk like any
other child. The more you think about it, the more staggering it gets. Nothing in fiction is so
fantastic as this.
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Secondly, the claim that Jesus is God also causes a personal crisis.
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Whenever you see Jesus acting in the Gospels he evokes extreme responses from people.
Some are so furious with him they try to throw him off a cliff and kill him. Others are so
terrified they cry out, “Depart. ... Get away from me!” Others fall before him and worship
him.
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Why the extreme reactions? Not because of the good things he did, but because of who he
claimed to be. He claims to be the God who created all things, the source of all life, and the
one who defines all reality.
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If he 1s, then we must centre our whole life on him. However, if he is not, then he is someone
to hate or run away from because he is the greatest fraud in history. He is dangerous.
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No other response makes any sense. Paying a benign response to him at Christmas makes no
sense. Either he is God, or he is not. He is crazy and dangerous, or infinitely wonderful.
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Thirdly, the claim that Jesus is God also gives us the greatest possible hope.
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The one who creates, determines, and defines all reality says that our world is not all there is,
that there are life and love after death, and that evil and suffering will one day end.
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This is hope for a world with all its unending problems, and hope for you and me with all our
unending failings.
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A God who was only perfect and justice would not have come down to us. He would have
simply demanded that we pull ourselves together and be moral and good to merit a
relationship with him.
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On the other hand, a God that was an “all-accepting god of love” would not have come to
Earth either.
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This God of the modern imagination would have just overlooked sin and evil and embraced
us for who we are and left us the way we are. Neither of those Gods would have bothered
with Christmas. The biblical God, however, is infinitely good and perfect, so our sin could
not be shrugged off.
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He is also infinitely loving. He knows we could never climb up to him, so he has come down
to us. God had to come and do what we cannot. Christmas is hope for us.

ol R R R, Mefeid R ATKE & EF BRI MEARAE, BT MLTEER B R M2 42, 49
LIARMBAM A BB F, BRH AKX E,

JESUS IS HUMAN IR# & A

This interaction between Joseph and the angel reveals Jesus is God, but also that Jesus is
human. What difference does it make to the way we live?
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J. I. Packer puts it like this: For the Son of God to empty himself and become poor meant a
laying aside of glory; a voluntary restraint of power; an acceptance of hardship, isolation,
ill-treatment, malice, and misunderstanding; finally, a death that involved such agony---
spiritual even more than physical---that his mind nearly broke under the prospect of it. It
meant love to the uttermost for unlovely people....

JL Packer B Bil: AFHETFHEEZHC., KAAHTEH, ERFHTEE: DERHE
REHAE, A, EH, BTN R, Aol BT E1E LAY
T F A EAL GG PG XH NG Bl TG TG H I H P AT, & # R
FEHTR AT FZAE G5 ..

The Christmas spirit does not shine out in the Christian snob. For the Christmas spirit is the
spirit of those who, like their Master, live their whole lives on the principle of making
themselves poor---spending and being spent---to enrich their fellow humans, giving time,
trouble, care and concern, to do good to others---and not just their own friends---in whatever
way there seems need. (J.1. Packer, Knowing God (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1973), p.63-64)
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The fact that God became human and emptied himself of his glory means we should not want
to hang out only with the people with power and glitz, who are networked and can open doors
for us. We need to be willing to go to the people without power, without beauty, without
money. All because God became one of us.
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God becoming one of us also means infinite comfort in suffering. Hebrews 2:17 says Jesus
was made like us, “fully human in every way.” The very next verse tells that this means
“because he himself suffered when he was tried and tested, he is able to help those who are
being tried and tested” (Hebrews 2:18).
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When something bad happens and real suffering comes to us, it feels so lonely. People around
us may express sympathy, but it does not help. Then we meet someone who has been through
the same thing.
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We pour our heart out to them and listen to their opinions because they have been through the
same thing. The coming of God into this world ultimately means that he suffered, and he
triumphed through suffering. Jesus now has an infinite power to comfort.
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This God is unlike the god of any other faith. Have you been betrayed? Have you been lonely?
Have you been destituted? Have you faced death? So has he!
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Jesus has been all the places you have been. He has been in the darkness you are in now, and
more. He knows suffering and has the power to comfort, strengthen, and bring you through.
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God's plans were infinitely greater than a short visit and gifting us with a good example and
some helpful teaching. His plan was always to be with us.
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Jesus chose twelve apostles and appointed them so that they would be with him. Chosen to be
in Jesus' presence, conversing with him, learning from him, having his comfort moment by
moment.
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In Jesus, the unapproachable God becomes a human being who can be known and loved. This
does not stun us as much as it should.
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In the Old Testament, God appears to Abraham as a smoking furnace, to Israel as a pillar of
fire, to Job as a hurricane or tornado. When Moses asked to see the face of God, he was told it
would kill him---so great, so high and unapproachable is God.
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The message of Christmas means that through Jesus Christ you can meet God. You can know
him personally and without terror. When God showed up in Jesus Christ, he was a baby.
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This time he has come not to bring judgment but to bear it, to pay the penalty for our sins, to
take away the barrier between humanity and God, so we can be together. Jesus is God with us.
Are you really with him? Do you know him, or do you only know about him?
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There is one crucial trait necessary for having a personal relationship with Jesus, and it is one
that many are most likely to overlook. An intimate relationship with Jesus always requires
courage.
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We cannot know Jesus personally unless we have the courage to admit we are a sinner.
Admit that we choose to reject our creator and live life our way. Jesus' entire mission is
summed up in v21: “He will save his people from their sins”.
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First and foremost, Jesus came to forgive us. Are you willing to say, “I am a moral failure. I
do not love God with all my heart, soul, strength, and mind. I do not love my neighbour as
myself. And, therefore, I am guilty, and I need forgiveness and pardon before I need anything
else?”
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It takes enormous courage to admit these things. It means throwing our old self-image out and
getting a new one through Jesus Christ. This admission is the foundation for all the other
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things that Jesus can bring into our life---all the comfort, all the hope, all the joyful humility,
and everything else.
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The only way we can get the strength to be so courageous is by looking to Jesus. If it takes
courage to be with him, consider that it took infinitely more courage for him to be with us.
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Apart from Christianity no other religion says one of the attributes of God is courage.
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He became mortal and vulnerable so that he could suffer, be betrayed, and killed. He faced
our darkness so we can have light. This enables us to face any darkness ourselves and still
have the light of hope.
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In the Christmas carol “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” there is a line where we sing: “Mild,
he lays his glory by.” Which means is he did it voluntarily, willingly, and lovingly. No one
forced him. He faced unimaginable pain and death and darkness out of love for us. Why did
Jesus have the courage to do what he did for us? Love!
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How do we get courage to admit we are a sinner and need his forgiveness and a relationship
with him? The same way.
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See him doing all that he did for you, will draw out your love for him---and then you will
have the courage to put him into the centre of your life, and then he will be with you, and you
with him.
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Immanuel: Jesus is God, Jesus is human, Jesus is with us.
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