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Lord of the Storm £ & Z £

Genesis 2] #32 6:5-13 & 7:17-18

Imagine how hard it would be for Noah to build an Ark in this day and age. After raising
enough capital to purchase a sizeable block, he would need a permit for construction, and
the land would need to follow zoning ordinances.
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This wouldn’t be a simple comply and develop situation. An environmental impact study
needs to be undertaken. Surrounding neighbours need to be notified of the pending build,
with a 28-day cooling-off period for them to alert the Council of any concerns.
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Timber would need approval from the Forestry Commission and the Department of
Conservation and Land Management, which would check the logging region for
endangered species. Ongoing skyrocketing costs of timber and non-perishable food will be
a constant headache.
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Carpenters are in short supply, and union members have stop-work meetings for better
conditions, with the Department of Industrial Relations on speed dial.
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There would be numerous site visits from the RSPCA, World Wildlife Society, Humane
Society, Workers Compensation Insurance Authority, the local Council, and countless
other government departments, all checking animal management, worker conditions, and
compliance.
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The Department of Land and Water Conservation would demand a map of the proposed
flood plain. An ABN, tax file number and passport would be required, especially if the
final destination was Mt Ararat.
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Risk Assessment forms would need to be filled in, emergency exits, safety equipment,
lifeboats and Personal Safety Devices installed, along with acquiring a boat licence from
the Maritime Services Board.
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Then, the Australian Council for Civil Liberties would issue an injunction against

construction “since God flooding the earth is a religious event, and therefore, goes against

our secular views in society.”
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The Equal Opportunity Commission would claim Noah is practising discrimination by
NOT taking ‘godless’ unbelieving people on board. Yet, after all that, there could be an
upside: God wouldn’t have to destroy the earth, “bureaucracy already has.”
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Jokes aside, while a heavy subject, we need to grasp what is going on here in these early
parts of Genesis. It still has implications for us; it explains why things are the way they are
and what God has done and is doing about it. The reality is society today is not too
different to the days of Noah.
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Genesis 6:5 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the
earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the
time.
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As a society, we have moved so far from the heart of God and worshipped so much at the
altar of this world that we have permitted the quenching of God’s authority and any form
of obedience to His word.
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If we forget what God has done for us yesterday, we will not call on him today, And our
children will not know him tomorrow. We are a nation and a world in desperate need of
God’s love and truth.
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The story of Noah, the Ark and the flood are perhaps one of the most well-known stories
in the Bible. It is also one of the most controversial parts of Scripture, especially for those
who have doubts about Scripture or have doubts about the Bible or even objections to the
Christian faith.

PRE, TR KGR FLFR (L) PRELOKFZ—, €LE (L) F
RAFHROADZ —, SR RHAT LS (E) HEMIRH L BRI A

The subject of this passage is divine judgment. i3 48 L) T EA R A E G EH],

I’ve taught in a lot of schools over the years, and schools are a microcosm of society with
diverse ideologies, a range of worldviews and faith traditions.
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And I know this particular topic is upsetting, considered outdated, and irrelevant in this
day and age. These assumptions are wrong. Nevertheless, it does beg the question from
sceptics and even Christians: if God is all-knowing and all-powerful, then why did He
invent us IF He knew this was going to happen? Why would He make it if He knew He
was going to destroy it and start again?
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What we’ve learned so far, God made everything, and He said it was good. He created
humanity in His image. He gave us free will and desired a relationship with us. From
Genesis 3, we see the FALL of humanity and how far we have turned our backs and
walked away from a relationship with God; and the consequences this brings.
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Here, in Genesis 6-9, we see the story of Noah and the flood is about second chances and
new beginnings; God is ready to give us another chance. God calls us into three great
relationships: with the Earth, with all the people on Earth, and with himself, the Lord of
the Earth.
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Three striking things help us to understand the meaning of judgement and what difference
it makes to our lives.
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1. The total depravity of humanity
2. The heart-ache of God

3. And the solution to both
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2. AP EY S IR

3. AR R H 09 iRk Ty &

First of all, the total depravity of humanity. & %, AMR&HKEE,

Genesis 6:11-13 /] Now the earth was corruptin God’s sight and was full of
violence. 12 God saw how corrupt the earth had become, ... So God said, “I am going to
put an end to all people.”
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This passage is why a lot of people can’t accept the bible, because they can’t come to
terms with a God who would do something like this: get rid of bad people and start again.
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They also mistakenly think that humanity is inherently good. However, we must
understand Human nature has been and is so utterly corrupted by sin that humanity is
totally incapable of doing anything to accomplish their salvation — sin is at the very core
of our being.

AL FZ B AR A E, R, RMLANE, AMCERFREHKE, AH
L £ XA T BT FR T AN 49 B A FELEJE 1 AN BT S

Do you believe in divine judgment? It may be a problem for you, BUT it is an even
bigger problem if you don’t. The thing that evokes God’s judgment is human
depravity. Genesis 6:5 and 11-13 clarify this.
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IF you don’t believe in God’s judgement, that, there is a judgment day when God will

judge the world. That, it’s an archaic idea, distressing or primitive, you’re faced with the
insurmountable problem of human depravity: wickedness, violence, corruption, and evil of
the heart all the time.
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If there is no judgement, all these depraved things win. If there is no divine judgement,
there is no intellectual defence against the naturalness of violence, we have no emotional
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defence against the poison-ness of corruption, and we have no cultural defence against
how endlessly evil, wicked and depraved humanity has become.
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Unless there is a God unless there is something outside that transcends nature, on what
basis can we say something is wrong? IF we’re just a product of natural selection and
‘survival of the fittest’, we should never get outraged or wonder why big nations take over
small nations; Violence is natural to nature.
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Unless there is a God outside of nature by which to judge nature, how can we say that
anything natural i1s wrong? In other words, we have to believe in the supernatural to even
complain about a depraved humanity.
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If there is no God, and there is no such thing as a divine judge, there is no intellectual
defence against human nature being depraved. It is just natural, and we should never be
morally outraged.
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And, if there is no defence against physical violence and corruption, there is no defence
against acts of emotional violence and corruption. Characters are assassinated, hopes are
killed, dreams are crushed, and relationships are destroyed.
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The Earth is filled with depraved humans. And when we are wronged, when someone
does it to us, we are outraged, and our lives can be completely poisoned by anger.
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It is hard to forgive when we are wronged. As the saying goes, holding unforgiveness is
like drinking poison and then hoping it will kill your enemies. It is hard to forgive. If you
find it easy to forgive somebody, they probably haven’t really gone after you and hurt
you.
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Our defence to the poisonous of violence and corruption is knowing there is a judge and
that we’re not the judge.
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We need to recognise we don’t have the power or the knowledge or the right to give
people what they deserve, but there is one who does; and grasping this means we are
going to be able to forgive.
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We’re going to be able to limit our anger. We’re going to have a defence against the
poisonous of humanity’s depravity. If, however, you believe God is an all-loving God who
refuses to judge, then vengeance is up to us, which leads to all kinds of war and strife.

HKATAFRE IR RFTGE R, KT EAEERGFET, R, wwFihmiz L+
R — Azl by b BBEP, NEBNHIBGRARM, S&EREAMERFfEGT,

Anyone who has really experienced violence and corruption: their house burned down,

family members killed or violated; you’ll want to pick up the sword. Violence then

becomes an endless cycle of depravity. We know in certain parts of the world this has been

going on for centuries.
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But, if deep down you believe God will do it, you won’t pick up the sword. Only when
you believe vengeance is God’s will does the cycle break.
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This text tells us that the reason God judges is because of the total depravity of humanity,
steeped in violence and corruption, with evil in their hearts all the time. If we get rid of a
divine judge, we have absolutely no way to deal with humanity’s depravity intellectually,
emotionally or culturally; we’re doomed.
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So, I hope you see here the necessity of Divine Judgement. If you find the idea of God’s
judgement and vengeance to be unbearable, let’s look at the effect it has on God.
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The Lord saw how great humanities wickedness on the earth had become on the
Earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all
the time. 6 The Lord regretted that he had made human beings on the Earth, and his
heart was deeply troubled.
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Verse 5 shows the necessity of judgment, but V.6 shows us the problem of judgment
because we see God’s response: His heart was broken. If you’re upset about divine
judgment, God’s more upset! He wasn’t just a little troubled. God was deeply troubled. His
heart was aching and grief—stricken what a statement.
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When God made us, He didn’t make us out of need, BUT when He did, He did so
intentionally and, in the process, voluntarily bound and knit His heart to us.
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He delights in us, in the garden. He made us in His image and looked on what He had
made and said it was ‘very good’. So, His own joy is deeply tied to us, and if He sees
something going wrong with our lives, He experiences pain. Not just sadness, like, what a
shame, I'm a little disappointed, but the deepest pain possible. The most shattering pain
possible.
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It has been said the tears of God are the meaning of history.
HAR, LFHRRAEBLIGER.

If we don’t see God suffering for sin, we don’t know what history’s all about; we need to
understand two things here. The history of the world is the history of our suffering together,
NOT just humanity suffering but God suffering with us; every evil act breaks God’s heart.

And the history of the world is also the history of our deliverance.
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Genesis 6 points us to how, in the future, God willingly suffers and provides a solution for
both the depravity of Humanity and His own broken heart. Our God is a God of truth and
love.
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If God is just a God of love, then anything goes, and God just accepts it. If God is just a
God of truth, then He will judge and smite everyone. While we may not be able to think of
a good reason why God would let evil and suffering go on, He allows history to go on.
What we do know is that God has done something about it.
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God has always remained engaged, He is vulnerable, compassionate, slow to anger and
abounding love. God suffers. This is the nature of God. The flood points to God’s solution
to our problem and God’s. The flood is the pattern for the solution, but it’s not the ultimate
solution. The flood is salvation through judgment.
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If we look carefully, we see God put Noah and his family in an ark. The waters of
judgement rain down. They give the world a fresh start. An end to wickedness, corruption,
violence and evil.

I R AT @B R, RMEAE v Efotb ) RAMET F42, FHZIRKMEE
mTFo. & FX—EAFHGHIE. ERXME. BR., BAFRRE,

Sin may seem enticing, as if we know better than God, but it’s self-destructive. In the
flood, God is saying, I'm going to stop the destruction, I'm going to destroy, but what I'm
going to destroy is the destruction of the earth. God’s judgement is actually saving the
world.
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He’s giving the human race a second chance. God said to Noah, build an ark, trust me.
And he builds an ark. Noah trusts the word of God. He trusts the promise of God; no one
else does. Along come the waters, and the same water that sinks everybody else who
didn’t believe in the word of God lifts Noah up.
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Over 40 days, the floods kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased, they
pressed down and crushed everybody. But the same waters that crushed people who didn’t
believe in the promise of God, these waters lifted up the people who did. The judgment
saves them. The flood is a pattern of grace through judgment. The judgement was the
grace; the judgement cleansed and saved.
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While Noah’s family made it onto the Ark and quite a menagerie of animals, sin also went
into the Ark. History has carried on, and we see the world is still messed up. We see the
flood was inadequate. As a result, what God is showing us in the flood is the pattern of
how He’s going to solve the problem of his own pain and the problem of human depravity.
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The flood points to Jesus. 3 K 35 & IR#K

Jesus who went into the waters at His baptism and was commissioned; This is my son in
whom I'm well pleased; Matthew 3:17.
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Jesus who slumbered in a boat on a sea when a furious storm threatened His life and His
followers, and as creator God with us, LORD of the STORM, He spoke, peace be still;
Mark 4:39.
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Jesus, who in Matthew 12:41 says one greater than Jonah is here. Jonah was thrown
overboard and sunk to the depths so that the others onboard could be lifted up and saved.
Jonah, who ultimately, after being in the belly of a whale for 3 days, had a 2nd chance.
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The flood points to a greater storm coming. Jesus is at the bottom of it, and He is crushed.
God’s wrath and justice come down on Jesus, everything that the human race deserves for
all its wickedness, violence, corruption, depravity, and evil in their hearts all the time.
Jesus says, my sinking will be your salvation. IF you believe in me, I will lift you up.
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In Genesis 6, we see God’s heartbreaking, but on the cross, we see His heart completely
broken and His judgment satisfied. On the cross, God suffered for sin. God was so
committed to truth and love. Jesus died willingly.
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On the cross, through His judgement, we’re saved; the same judgement that sank Jesus
can lift us up if we get into Him. If you take that step of faith and figuratively climb on in
and trust in Jesus, then in the midst of all the turmoil, waves, buffeting winds, and
turbulent storms of life that come our way, Jesus, the Lord of the Storm, is there and brings
us peace.
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When you observe the ceilings of ancient cathedrals, they were deliberately designed like
the hull of a boat. When you entered a church, it was meant to be like coming into the Ark,
a symbolic place of peace and safety where you can find sanctuary and salvation.
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In Jesus, there is no more judgment. There is now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus; Romans 8:1. For whoever calls on the name of the Jesus will be saved;
Romans 10:13. As we conclude, what are the implications for us who believe?
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Firstly, The flood narrative tells us that this world is important to God. The flood is God’s
commitment to creation, to the Earth and the animals and us. That’s why they were in the
Ark.
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God shows He’s committed and enmeshed in this physical world that He loves. His heart
aches when things go wrong when there is evil, corruption, violence, injustice, and
wickedness.
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When we see Jesus on the cross dealing with our suffering and removing our
condemnation, God has played His part. As God is willing to go to all that effort to deal
with the pain in our hearts, we need to make an effort to deal with the pain in his heart.
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So, get involved with the world and speak out against injustice. Get involved with healing
people physically, psychologically and socially. This world matters; Christmas is coming
up, and we have good news. Get to it inviting people.
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Next thing, we need to balance the truth and love. If you just tell the truth and don’t love,
you’ll be judgemental and condemn people, and certainly won’t win any friends.
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If you just love, you’re happy for everybody to do whatever they like, like the days of
Noah, and you never tell anybody anything is wrong. They won’t understand their
desperate need for salvation.
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If you commit to both truth and love, know this: you will suffer. If you want to tell people
the truth and for them to see the truth. And, you are prepared to never give up on them,
always committed, loving them and caring for them no matter what. Not condemning them
but constantly trying to show them the truth. If you are deeply involved in the sorrows of
people; you choose to be the head, heart and hands of Jesus, your heart will break for
people and this world.

R A EEFR, FhlE—F RgTF. e RREEFAMAEA LR
TA 2 A4, A, &@iEmE, RAERRTRESEHLERM, KEZER, &
WAl WSt KAz T, &mARE K E @R TA A, W RIREBA
PRGREGZ P RBIBR AIRKG A, AT, 1RE0SHE 2 AAeid B R sk At

Don’t be afraid. Jesus didn’t shrink away from these difficult, painful choices. Speak the
truth in love; Eph.4:15. If you don’t get into the Ark of the gospel, if you don’t remember

11


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional

or really think about what Jesus has done for you, if you don’t live as if the judgement is in
the past, when problems come into your life, it’s going to crush you.

Bt ARERIE R A EEE R, REEE, HFECRHTF, (ARTED 4:15
I RAR A ENIG TN T, e RETRRAFRAFH A EELFIRK LIRMT A, o
RIRAF B EHCEREL—ARAEE, gHMARAARES LIF, ©8RER,

You’re going to feel guilty. You’re going to be bitter against the world or other people or
God. Every time a problem comes into your life, it’s either going to make you a better
person or a worse person. The flood is either going to sink you down and crush you under
the pressure, or it is going to lift you up depending on what degree you’re in the gospel.
REREINK, REHET, BIARLFRA LR, ooy tad b MAaRF,
CEFGHRARRE —BRIFOAN, BERREF M. ARERGTRAEEL, ER
7T RGAR, RFGRARRI, SRIAMRERT T O

Are you thinking about the gospel, filled with knowledge of what Jesus has done for you?
Is a flood coming right now? Get into the gospel.
hREEEF 4L, ARG — 694 ? BRKRAAERTH? BT,

Finally, live as if the flood is over; judgement is over. Sometimes, we are our own worst
critics.

Rk, ERMAKCEBET —th; BHERT. AFKINRZETREFOMFL,

If you’re Christian, you’ve called on the name of the Lord Jesus to be saved. There is now
no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus. When you know and understand this, you can
have peace with God now. When people criticise you, you won’t lash out. Whenever you
fail, you won’t beat yourself up, you’ll handle failure without internal voices constantly
shaming, guilting and condemning.

o RARR A B, ROBKET ZIRRG L EFRT . o4, Pd R BFIHKE
ABTHEFE T o & AFnill B ILARIE —FE0F, ARBLAET ALY FodF, & AFIBLIPAR
B, AR ERET L. FERAME, ARG RIEAT, KEEREAMS RERH
NORET 2%, NAAETOES.

This world matters. Get involved, speak the truth in love, and when the floods and troubles
come into your life, and they will come even if you’re a Christian, we still need to get into
the Ark and have peace. Live with Jesus. Judgment has passed and there is now no
condemnation.

EEHRRERZ, 2HEER, AEORREE, THARREENRG L PIF, BP
R ARE®K, eMLgR, RMMAREZEANTRHIERA -FL, HIRKRBE, &
Flewidt, AERBEHZE.
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