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There is an ancient parable that is found in both Hindu and Buddhist texts. It is known as the
parable of the blind men and the elephant.
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A group of blind men heard that a strange animal, called an elephant, had been brought to the
town. They found it and they were feeling it to try to work out what it was.
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The first person grabbed hold of the trunk and said, “This being is like a thick snake”. Another
one had hold of its ear and thought it seemed like a kind of fan.
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Another blind man had his arms wrapped around the leg and said elephants are like tree trunks.
The blind man who placed his hand upon its side said, “An elephant is a wall”. Another who felt
its tail described it as a rope.
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The point of the parable is we are all blind men when it comes to God. We know a part of him,
but we don’t really know who he is. The conclusion is we should tread carefully and do so with a
whole lot of humility.
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There are two major problems with the parable. Firstly, the whole parable is told from the
vantage point of someone who thinks they can clearly see the elephant is an elephant.
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While the parable is making the point that no one has the whole picture, the narrator themself can
clearly see the elephant is an elephant.
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The second problem is more serious. While the parable is a perfectly good description of human

inability in matters of the divine, it doesn’t consider a paradigm-shattering question: what if the

elephant could talk?
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What if he was to tell the blind men exactly what he is like? Indeed, what are they like? What the
world is like? Would the blind men then be considered humble for ignoring his word?

Jo R A R WO AR AT AR TR FER, TR EAREG? R A ARG ? AR,
BAGR A SN ES AR AHAFREGFH?

As we look at another attribute of God’s word, namely, the clarity of Scripture, we need to see
that this is primarily about God’s character. Is God wise enough to make himself known? Is he
good enough to make himself accessible? Is he gracious enough to communicate in ways that are
understandable to the meek and lowly and broken? Or does God give us commands we cannot
understand and a self-revelation that reveals more questions than answers?
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This brings us to the third attribute of the Bible: God’s word is clear.
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The clarity of Scripture has historically been known as the ‘perspicuity of Scripture’, which isn’t
very clear for a word that means clarity!
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This is how the Westminster Confession of Faith describes it: A/l things in Scripture are not alike
plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all: yet those things which are necessary to be known,
believed, and observed for salvation, are so clearly propounded, and opened in some place of
Scripture or other, that not only learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means,
may attain unto a sufficient understanding of them. (WCF 1.7)
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There are a few nuances there. Firstly, some bits of the Bible are clearer than others. Not every
verse or section has a simple or obvious meaning.
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Secondly, the main things we need to know, believe, and do can be clearly seen in the Bible.
Thirdly, though the essential doctrines of Christianity are not equally clear in every passage, they
are all made clear somewhere in the Bible.
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Fourthly, that which is necessary for salvation can be understood by even the uneducated. Lastly,
the most important points in the Bible may not be understood perfectly, but they can be
understood sufficiently.
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The best way forward for us now is simply to see what the Bible says about its clarity.
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The book of Deuteronomy records the second giving of the Law of God, just as the Israelites are
on the brink of entering the Promised Land. Working our way backwards from the end, we see
that ch34 records the death of Moses, ch.33 the final blessing of Moses, ch32 the song of Moses,
ch31 the selection of Joshua to take over from Moses, and ch1-30 is a long sermon and covenant
renewal ceremony spoken by God through the mouth of Moses.
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So, chapters 29 and 30 are the climax and conclusion to Moses’ sermon. More specifically,
30:11-20 is the final appeal in this lengthy sermon. Moses is imploring the people to choose life
rather than death by keeping the commandments and statutes of the Lord in vv15-20.
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Right there, in vv15-20, is the entire point of all that Moses has said in the previous 30 chapters.
Verse 16 is the key: I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to
him, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the
LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess.
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It’s a call to commit to God. It is a deeply personal and whole of life transforming relationship.
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It is such a basic and straight forward appeal. Just before Moses issues his final appeal, he makes
it clear that this appeal is not beyond them.

BABE A M A E, AR S RAEZA, BEORAMERTEAEAAL DL
(NEPEEN

In vv11-14, he makes it clear that God’s word is not beyond them, and therefore, life is not
beyond them. We don’t have to go up to heaven to get God’s word. God’s word is not out of
reach.
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In v.13 he says: Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to get
it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?”
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In the Bible, the sea is a symbol of chaos and destruction. Paul quotes this passage in Romans 10
and calls the sea the abyss. In ancient times, the sea represented death and destruction. Death
meant sinking into the abyss.
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The great stories of ancient cultures were the stories of adventurers taking on the seas to discover
new worlds and explore unchartered lands.

TR K F AR A F T Kb AR, Wk R LI FE,

What Moses is saying here with these images is we don’t relate to God like that. God has
communicated to us. He has come near to us.
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All ancient cultures that have divine secrets, the mystery of how to live life, and the secrets of the
universe are defined as things known only to the gods, and a few very courageous people are
willing to go on a quest beyond civilisation to connect with the gods.
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Moses doesn’t buy into that at all. Deuteronomy says the God to whom the highest heaven
cannot contain has descended to us. He came down to Mount Sinai and spoke.
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To access the secrets of the universe, you don’t need to be an elite scientist, a gifted artist, a
regular attendee at an exclusive retreat in a rainforest, climb the top of the highest mountain or
dive to the depths of the sea, because it has traditionally been in virtually every hotel room
bedside draw in the western world.
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It is in the Bible, and the Bible is everywhere. With estimated total sales of over five billion
copies, the Bible is the best-selling publication of all time.
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It has had a profound influence both on Western culture and history, and on cultures around the
globe. To date, it is translated or is being translated into about half of the world’s languages.
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The secret of the universe is right under our noses and accessible. For sure, there are some hard
things to understand but the core message of the Bible is unbelievably accessible...its right there.
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What God wants of us is not hidden or, far off, or locked up. The word of God can be on our lips
and taught to children. It is right in front of us, ready to be understood and obeyed.
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Yet, this accessibility and simplicity can be quite deceptive. Modern people have the same
problem that ancient people had. We tend to think that if any insight is really important then it
has to be brilliant and sophisticated and new. The Bible is not any of those things. If you are
exploring Christianity, don’t be offended by its simplicity and ordinariness.
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Even Christians struggle with the simplicity of their faith and the Bible. The Old Testament says
we are saved by God’s grace to be his special possession, and the New Testament adds that this is
done through Jesus Christ.
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The clarity and simplicity of God’s word is, in fact, its difficulty. The reason we don’t need to
ascend to heaven or cross the abyss is because God is near, and so his word is near.
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God has made himself and the way of salvation known simply and clearly. These analogies
Moses uses are a roundabout way of saying our relationship with God is not something we
achieve; it is something we receive by grace.
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We also see this in the second half of the passage. Moses seems to contradict himself in these
verses. How can Moses say things like the commandment “is not too hard for you” in v.11, and
that “you can do it” in v.14, you don’t need to go up to heaven or across the sea, It is right in
front of you, but then say things like this from v.17:
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But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow
down to other gods and worship them, I declare to you this day that you will certainly be
destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.
This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you
life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life...
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If it is all about God’s grace, why include that? It sounds very much like striving. It seems like
this contradicts the first half.
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But it doesn’t. The clue is almost the last thing in this chapter. It’s in v.20: For the LORD is your
life. They have life already so this must be referring to spiritual life. Eternal life. Up to this point
in Deuteronomy, life is connected to obedience and death is connected to disobedience.
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The Bible is clear, it is simple, it is accessible, and God expects it to be obeyed. And yet, no one
is righteous. It clearly and simply shows us our inability, powerlessness, and sin.
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Verse 20 is not saying if you obey, God will give you life. It is saying he is your life. Paul
explains it in Romans 10 where he comes to this very passage while he is proclaiming the good
news of Jesus Christ to the church in Rome.
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I’ll read it: Christ is the culmination of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone
who believes. Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who
does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will
descend into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The
word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the message concerning faith
that we proclaim: If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
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He says Jesus is the end of the law for righteousness. The Law still exists to please God and
change your life but it is not a means to stand before God accepted.
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Why? Because Jesus came from heaven and went into the abyss of chaos, destruction and death
to bring eternal life to anyone who will accept it.
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This is threatening to us. What kind of God has a bar of salvation so low? A God of grace who
allows anyone to come. Anyone can step over the bar because it is a bar of grace.

ki‘f&ﬁ‘ﬂ KA —AEBA o AT AR GG AY 69 HE: FE] 1BE R AL B IK? — I AFEATAR KA
B AY o AEAT AR T A B MAR, B AT A BEGMAT,

But it is actually not a low bar. It demands that we lose our pride and the right to look down on
any other human being. It also demands that we surrender control of our lives. If we are not
prepared to let go of ourselves, we discover that the bar is, in fact, too high.
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This 1s the threatening costliness of the free grace of God. The message of the Bible is so simple
and so clear, but we can’t take its difficulty.
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If you are exploring Christianity, understand the difficulty of the simplicity of the Christian faith.

However, grasping the simplicity of the Christian faith through the Bible, in all its difficulty, is

how you become a Christian.
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In the moment the clarity and simplicity of the message of God’s grace in Jesus Christ hit you,
and you are willing to pay the cost of surrendering your pride and control of your life, is the
moment you enter into a relationship with the God who holds all the secrets of the universe.
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It really is that simple and that difficult. The clarity of Scripture is far from some dry doctrine. So
much is at stake. It insists that even the simplest disciple can understand the Bible and be saved.
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The Bible isn’t just for pastors or scholars with a working knowledge of Hebrew and Greek. You
don’t need to know about Second Temple Judaism or, Greco-Roman customs, nor ancient Near-
Eastern religion.
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Nor do you need to school in redaction criticism, source criticism, or form criticism. God is not
the God of the smarty-pants only.
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The clarity of Scripture also reveals so much of the character of God. What kind of God would
reveal his love and redemption in terms so technical and concepts so profound that only an elite
group of professional scholars could understand them? Not the God of the Bible. Relationship
with him is accessible to all.
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William Tyndale’s life was often in danger because of his efforts to translate the Bible into the
language of the common people in England. He was once in a dispute with what he called a
learned man about all people having access to God’s word.
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He said to him: If God spare my life, before many years I will cause a boy that drives the plough

shall know more of scripture than thou dost. Tyndale's pursuit of the clarity of Scripture for all

people cost him his life. As he died, he cried out his final prayer, Lord, open the King of

England s eyes.
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We pray, yes, Lord, open our eyes too, that we might see the power and the privilege we have to
read the Bible in a language we can understand.
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Open our eyes so that we might see clearly wonderful things in your word. Open our eyes to the
truth you have clearly revealed to us. Open our eyes so that we might see your majesty and
meekness for our joy.
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