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Pray to Know God More #7 KA EAR £ IRNZFH A
Ephesians A 36 BT & 1:15-23
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Glorious Father, would you please give us knowledge of you through Jesus Christ so we can
thrive in life as we follow You? Amen.
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- Why this passage %1+ B Fl iE B 48 L ?
This season, we’re seeing what exploring Christianity and seeking to grow in faith in Christ
might look like for you in 2024. Last week, Steve shared the life of Jonathan Edwards and others
from the book of Hebrews, who lived imperfect, outstanding lives and pursued knowing God
with their whole minds and hearts, and how that was of incredible benefit to their faith,
community, and city.
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Our next step together is into a book of the Bible called Ephesians in chapter 1, where we find an
encouragement from one Christian to others to pursue knowing God. This comes in the form of a
prayer asking God to provide that knowledge to His people as they seek it. This prayer shows us
how Jesus meets the needs of every person, how knowing Him more and more meets the needs
of every believer, and how praying in this manner fuels Christian faith and love that is of eternal
benefit to Christians in the community and their city.

KT —F R —AMFEE (hAE) 695 —F, LPRMFE A A BB L
ANt KBE EF . B ANAFNH X ER, FKEF AR T RS Ko @ PRt E ik
Foidko BABERAMETT IRKIATRAREMBMAMNE F, I TAERARZZA R LT 518
BN E &, AR ABAET XATHE AT R B Efek, SHARART AT /A
KA EY ﬁé_}yﬁé o

Do you seek to grow in your faith in Jesus? Do you struggle to find a reason to do so? Have you
never put your faith in Jesus? This passage is relevant to you today, as it was relevant for
Christians in Ephesus millennia ago.
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Paul’s Prayer for Ephesus & us 2 & % P4 3 i Fo R A7 69 78 2

A man called Paul wrote this letter from a prison cell in Rome. He wrote to the Ephesians, the
people who followed Jesus in the city of Ephesus. He knew them very well, as he had spent
nearly 2.5 years with them years before.
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Ephesus was a multi-cultural place, the centre of the popular religion of the day, with famous
temples and shrines to the goddess Artemis, and a place of international trade and thought, like
the Roman empire’s religious, commercial, and intellectual crossroad. I imagine main roads
converging, centres for shopfronts, standstill traffic, people and signs with languages from all
over the world. Sounds a bit like Chatswood to me, with our shopping centres, like shrines to
consumerism and materialism (the popular religious pursuit of our day), terrible traffic, cultural
diversity, and the crossroad of most train lines in Sydney.
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While our cities might be similar in those ways, Christians in Ephesus felt the heat of persecution
far more fiercely than Christians in Chatswood (open Acts 19 to read more about the conflict
between the city and its believers). But even though our experience as Christians can’t be the
same city to city, we do face similar problems.
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So Paul asks God for in prayer what he knows all Christians need, there in Ephesus and here in
Chatswood: a knowledge of God that can help us process, cope, and even thrive in life following
Jesus in our city.
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Turn to Ephesians 1 with me. In verse 16, Paul first remembers the Ephesians in his prayers. In
verse 17, he keeps asking God that they might know Him better. Pursuing to know God will take
believers down infinite paths of deep knowledge through history, science, and testimony, and it
would be unending. So Paul gets specific in praying for Christians to know God in three ways:
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Verse 18: that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in his holy people and his incomparably great power for us who believe. Three areas
of knowledge: Hope, Inheritance and Power.
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Firstly, to the hope that God has called us into. Christians embrace hope in Jesus Christ that He
alone provides, like forgiveness that turns away wrath, freedom from our sin, purity in God’s
sight, holiness and a changed heart. So many benefits are provided at once at once at the very
moment we follow Jesus. Knowing more and more our hope in the spiritual reality of our
relationship with God in Jesus is what happened in the past that is still our hope in the present.
Need a reminder of the hope into which you were called? Look on the board out there to see the
hope you can find only the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ, can bring to your life!
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- Inheritance # ¥
And beyond that moment when we came to faith, where we discovered our hope in Jesus alone,
we can look forward to a glorious future with God beyond this life. In verse 18, Paul describes us
as a holy people who share a glorious inheritance together. Colossians 1:12 uses similar
language, saying that God qualifies us to share in the inheritance of His Holy People. While
eternity with God is far beyond our imagining, scripture is bejewelled with promises and
certainty of a relationship with God that we will have forever through what Jesus has done for us.
We find hope in the past and look forward to the future in Jesus.
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- Power #£ 7
And for right now, Paul prays that we would know the incomparably great power that is literally
toward us who believe that Jesus Himself has right now over the happenings, rulers and problems
we face in life in our city. Nothing is beyond the reign of Jesus Christ. We hope in a past
redeemed by Christ, a future promised in Christ, and can rest in His power over our present as He
rules unseen over the chaos of our world.
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Why does Paul ask God to grow Christian’s knowledge of their hope, inheritance, and power?
Why does knowing God more in these ways matter? This is the knowledge Christians need to
process, cope, and thrive in life in our city.
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Death & All Of His Friends 7t A=4& A7 A 69 11 &

And what are the problems we feel in our city? Studies, books, and art all come to similar
conclusions: we’re lonely, hopeless, afraid of illness and death, anxious about finances and
housing. Our relationships are bent to break down. We cower in isolation, participate in unending
interracial conflicts, and are scarred by trauma of countless kinds. Every story in songs, movies,
and even how products are advertised to us plays on how we long for such problems to be solved.
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There is a helpful summary of these problems in the Chorus in a song by the band Coldplay, in a
song called Death and all of his friends:
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I don 't want to battle from beginning to end
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I don 't want to cycle, recycle revenge
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I don 't want to follow death, and all of his friends
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Did you hear the three problems? Death & his friends, evil and disunity. This seems a good
summary of humanity’s struggle to process, cope, and thrive in life in our city.
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Coldplay’s solution is in the title of the album - Viva La Vida OR Death & All Of His Friends, as
if the choice is either. Viva La Vida, which translates to roughly LIVE LIFE WHILE IT IS
LONG, is based on a Frida Kahlo painting of the same name. There’s so much potential in life.
Keep at it. Make the most of it while you have it. But even Frida herself said of her life, “I hope
the exit is joyful, and I hope never to return.” The world, Coldplay, Frida Kahlo, and our city
have no reasonable solution to ‘death and all of his friends’ > death, evil and conflict between
people. Humanity needs a hope better than Frida’s: a future beyond themselves, for this life and
beyond, and power over death, evil and disunity to trust in.
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- Jesus Defeated Death & All Of His Friends FRAAE B T T f 487 A &9 1 X

The Good News is that all people have an alternative to follow instead of ‘death and all of his
friends’ in Jesus.
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Jesus came from an eternal life past without even a moment of hopelessness, disunity, lack of
love or fear of the future, and gave that life up. He came as the lifeline into the lifetime of His
own creation and joined with us in living a life headed toward hopelessness, disinheritance, death,
and broken relationship with God. All so He could hand His sure hope to us through paying for
our sins in our place.
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All so we would not have to face another day of our lives without looking forward to a future of
safety, eternal life, justice, and a perfect relationship with our Maker. Jesus exchanged His

glorious future for our horrifying judgement and end. He embraced death so you could look
forward to your glorious inheritance as God’s Son.
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And Jesus proved He has the power to give life to us for our right now. Look at how Paul
reminds us in Ephesians 1 how Jesus’ power has killed death and all of his friends dead.
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Jesus first conquered death itself when He rose again. That power in verses 19-20 is a mighty
strength ... exerted when God raised Christ from the dead. The power of death is defeated in
Jesus’ resurrection!
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And that same power raised Jesus to the throne of Heaven, where Jesus rules (v.21) above all rule
and authority, power and dominion, and every name ... now and to come. There is no evil done
in the world that Jesus’ power does not rule over. No matter if we see it or not, we can trust our
King through anything.
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Jesus is also the one ruler who can unify people (v.22-23) as the Church, which is His body, the
fullness of Him. Jesus Himself is acting through people who follow Him as His power is
displayed, impacting the world, as if He is here, for He is in and through His Church.
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Coldplay said they don’t want to follow death and all of his friends. Jesus defeated death and all
of His friends. So follow Jesus!
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Knowing God in Jesus helps us grow & IR A2 38347 7T A ¥ 8h K&

If you follow Jesus, you have hope, you have an inheritance, and you have God’s power in Jesus
for you right now, but you will still feel the effects of the problem of death and all of his friends.
We are so prone to forget how Jesus has solved the problems of life that we all face daily in our
cities. Life was hard in Ephesus. It’s hard in Chatswood. Paul’s solution for all believers is to
pursue knowing what we have already in Jesus and not forgetting it. Otherwise, two things may
happen.
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- Forgetting faith is fragile or fearful %321z R ML 55898 & T 1H &Y
Forgetful believers might lean into the world’s way to process, cope and thrive in life. Viva La
Vida believers are more connected to the world than to the functions of the Church, irregularly
exploring the hope, future, and power of God in Jesus. They are rarely a part of the life of the
Church. Faith that embraces the world more than Jesus is fragile at best but false or broken in
reality. This is a dead faith that doesn’t have a functional relationship with Jesus personally and
misses out on a life lived alongside believers who grow together as they follow Jesus. Life with
Jesus in His Church is better than life the world can offer.
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Other believers show they have forgotten all that Jesus has done and is for them as they seek
more and more spiritual experiences as if what Jesus has done is not enough. They fearfully
demand Jesus push away death and all of his friends and fix their lives to suit their vision for our
comfort and control over their world. Theirs is a disordered desire to be on the throne where
Jesus is, as they don’t trust Him in His power and wisdom while they feel the problems of the
world around them. But Jesus is enough to thrive in life.
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- Knowing and remembering %038 i 324%
Instead, we ought to respond to our proneness to forget the hope, future, and power of Jesus for
us by seeking to know God more in regularly remembering all his benefits to us, past, future, and
for our present. So, what is your next step in knowing God through the completed work of Jesus
Christ?
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If you don’t yet follow Jesus and, like Coldplay, aren’t satisfied following death and all of his
friends, your step is to explore Christianity. God is known through Jesus. Please speak to me or
another Christian here after the service! We would love to help you explore knowing Jesus
through history, His teachings and all He’s done for you today!
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If you follow Jesus, your next step will always be to pursue deeper knowledge of God in Jesus in
the Bible day by day. I invite you to take a step you may not have yet taken this year towards
opening your Bible in a more purposeful way. Even picking up a resource to guide you through
the Bible in your week. So that you grow to know Jesus more and more as we follow Him,
process life with Him, cope with life with Him, and thrive in life with Him.
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And do this together with others. We have Community Groups starting up again next month
where we can ask questions about the Bible and faith together. Christians flourish in God’s
Words in the community. I encourage you to consider joining a group this year to grow your
knowledge of God in Jesus!
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- Knowing God comes from God &34 & B #44%
You might not want to take your next step. Some of us find the idea of knowing more about God
in the pages of books or with others intimidating, fearful, or just too hard. If that’s you,
Ephesians 1 has an encouragement for you.
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Look in verse 17: where does this knowledge come from? From your hard work? From your
intellect, or how well you know English, or how hard you strive to find it? No! Knowledge of
God comes from God Himself! Paul asks that God may give you the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation! There’s a Spirit from God that gives knowledge of Him to us. This ‘Holy Spirit’
works through the Words of scripture in books and through people to help us grow in our faith in
God! And in verse 18, it’s only when God Himself enlightens the eyes of your heart that
knowledge comes to us in a life-giving way. Jesus, The Light of the World (John 8:12), works
through His Holy Spirit to do the knowledge-giving we seek. The pressure to grow in the
knowledge of God is on God as we take our next step to know Him more!
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Paul has told us he’s praying for us to receive from God knowledge of Him that we find in what
Jesus has already done, will do, and is doing in and through us. His prayer shows us how to take
our next step and that God will work to give us that knowledge as we take that step.
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Paul shares this prayer with us as an example of what we should pray for to shape the culture of
our God’s Church’s culture: to be thankful, expectant, and prayerful observers of fellow
Christians as He grows us in Christ.
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Praying this prayer in our Community #t B ¥ 3 7 pb A7 4%
How often do you pray for other Christians like Paul prays here?
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- Praying for other Christians % 3 fb X B it &4

If Ephesians one is our example to follow, then we should pray for other Christians when (verse
15) we hear of their faith in the Lord Jesus and their love for God s people. Beyond just our
relationship with God, we should consider the work He is currently doing in the lives of
Christians around us and look for signs of faith and love in them. And then respond with (verse
16) ongoing thankfulness, not waiting for something to go wrong in a fellow believer’s life to
pray, but never stopping in thankful prayer, asking God to grow faith and acts of love in people
whom we are thankful for as we see God working in them.
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- Living alongside other Christians & 3 4o X B & —A2 &£ &
And when you have time in conversation with Christians around you, talk to them about what is
really going on in their life: How are you going? And what is really going on in their spiritual
life? How are you GROWING? Ephesians 1 demands that this second question be motivated by
an ongoing, unstoppable thankfulness for that person and that they ask that God would be
spiritually imparting knowledge in them through His Spiritual wisdom and revelation so they
would grow day by day in Jesus. Is your heart for other believers moved in this way? Are our
conversations as a Christian community filled with questions about growing in our faith and
answers of how God has given us hope, a future, and rest in the power of Christ for right now?
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And if fellow believers are not growing or not pursuing knowing God, are you ready to pray for
them and even with them like Paul prays? Are you ready to come alongside someone with a
fragile or fearful faith and encourage them practically, from the Word, and in an ongoing
unstopping way to see them grow in their knowledge of God in Jesus alongside you?

e RAGAR) TR Rk, AR KAFAMN, FREHBTAHRMES, £ ZRAEIRARSEAA]
—ALTEEH Y IR IAR AT AL RN —AL, RELE P TR, I
VA FF 45 T Bty 77 XA B A0 AP SR — A2 f2 BR AR AR AV 0938 3R R BT 3E & 75 ?

That community culture of faith and love displayed in verse 15 is why Paul is thankful and why
he prays. That is the kind of community we should seek to be, and what we should pursue openly
as we live together in our city = knowing God more, together!
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The best answer to how to process, cope and thrive in life is found in the hope, future and power
of following Jesus. Only in Jesus Christ can we know hope, an unshakable foundation for life.
Only in Jesus Christ can we know a future that is an unshakable promise worthy to carry through
life. And only in Jesus Christ can we know a power that is an unshakable force working unseen
in our world right now that drives away the despair and power of death and all of his friends.
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Jesus conquered death, reigns over all things, and is Himself our head, and we are the body of
Christ. He alone can unify people from any background, culture, gender, age group, and language.
Those who have turned to follow Jesus need to know deeper and deeper, day by day, that all He
has been will ever be and is right now for them to continue to grow as His people and make an
impact on one another and their city that Paul hoped and prayed for in Ephesians 1. May such a
prayer shape us, inspire us, and be ours over each other as we live in Chatswood following Jesus.

RRBHFT AT, EHA, a TAKMNA, KALLBEOIHE, B — AT A
B &R amiHs, L, Whl Fa#AFE T a9AM. IRLHmREIKROAT Z A
— B 3ARRAR RN T MEAE | AF R AT AR — 0, DMRAE ity T RAE ST
Mok, EHBLAAFRELE (R E) 1 FPHLE HEMATHRT ELVE,

RAIE AR AT A e AT, BB, A RPTIREIRGR £ 75 2 2 £ 75 1 ax A &AL 69 47

Z’fo

[Prayer 7% 4]

Glorious Father, we praise You that in Jesus, there is an alternative to following death and all of
his friends. Please help us follow Him and life.
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Please give us wisdom and revelation to know our Lord, Your Son Jesus, deeper and deeper, day
by day. Would you enlighten our hearts in His light to know You more?
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Give us knowledge of the hope we have in all we are called to in Him, knowledge of the riches of
our glorious inheritance in Him to come, and knowledge of Jesus’ power that is right now, over
death, evil and injustice, and powerfully binding together as His.
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Help us know You more. Oh God in Jesus, who is our Lord and our all-in-all. Amen!
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