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In 1644, the cloud of emotional darkness descended on the Puritan minister Richard Baxter.
There were a number of colliding factors. A civil war had virtually shut down his very
successful parish ministry. He was shunned as an army Chaplain by the nation’s leadership
because he was too spiritual. Close friends died in the war. His father was a political prisoner.
His health also broke down rendering him ill and weak, and thinking death was near.
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As the despair set in, Baxter wrote what became one of the most popular devotional books for
generations, The Saints’ Everlasting Rest (1650). Baxter calls Christians to contemplate our
eternal heavenly rest as a way of life. He exhorts us not to seek our promised rest and comfort
here on earth, but to keep the new heavens and new earth at the forefront of our minds. As we
marvel at that end, it fuels a life of faith, love and hope now.
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Baxter’s book was echoing the Apostle Paul in Thessalonians. The moment Paul started the
church, there was persecution. It had never known a time of peace. Paul’s first letter was
designed to strengthen a church under pressure and encourage a church that was immature and
vulnerable. Paul urged them to keep turning away from sin, to walk obediently to God’s word,
and to set their minds, hearts and hopes on the return of Jesus and their future glory.
ERAAFeE R AR E (MMBERRERE) F Tt —, REA ZHEWI—

Z), HEHELXTEE., HERAFBRFOFN, RELAMMT §EZBERARAZ
Taose, TEBEHARMK. HBYET. KE 35'(1'/%4’&3{?3%%& 3)5 , JAIRAY 63535,
I AF AP é’J B, S E Ay B IR ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ%\ﬂ‘f’dﬂf"lfﬁﬁ‘ﬁé’a

In 2 Thessalonians we see their trials have not diminished. Paul again strengthens them by
pointing them to the glorious end of all things when Jesus returns in glory. He will again
encourage them with the perspective that until that day the Christian life will always be a
battle. Their trials and suffering are not a sign that God has abandoned them, but how God is
gloriously changing them.
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In his first letter, Paul remembered gratefully that their faith, love and hope were productive,
now, however, he emphasizes that these qualities are growing more and more. The original
language means their faith is growing like a plant in the tropics, and their love for all is
overflowing like when floodgates are opened on a dam. Although Paul does not go on to
mention ‘hope’, he does refer to the perseverance or endurance which in 1 Thessalonians 1:3
he had written was ‘inspired by hope’.
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He doesn’t say their perseverance is growing like their faith and love, but he does boast about
it among other churches, and it was flourishing even in all the persecutions and trials which
they were enduring. Paul says that growth in faith, love and hope is not just evidence of God’s
grace in their lives, but also evidence that God’s judgment in making them his is right. Their
growing faith, love and hope in the midst of trials is evidence of God’s gracious and sovereign
work in their lives.
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Paul wants them to keep growing so he once again lifts their eyes to the future day of
judgement.
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All religions in the world believe in some concept of judgement or karma. All have some idea
of a reckoning. Every person will have a day in a cosmic court and face their record and
satisfy the demands of an eternal absolute justice. The secular worldview rejects a final
judgement because it asserts there are no moral absolutes and therefore no cosmic justice.
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For instance, Sam Harris, a prominent atheist, begins his book Free Will by recounting a set of
callous crimes committed by two men against an innocent family. It’s stomach-churning stuff.
He concludes that while we might seek some level of restorative justice to stop them doing it
again, we cannot hold these men morally accountable.
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The Western world hates the idea of judgement. Why would we want to believe and embrace
the Bible’s teaching on Judgement Day? Let’s consider just two reasons to believe it.
R RIRE RGOS, KT ATEEZMELETELETHMAFTH B QORER? E&R
IR EF—THECHRHEES,

Firstly, because the Christian teaching on the coming day of judgement is good news. The

problem with removing a final judgement day is it doesn’t just mean that moral wrongs are

never made right, it also means that no act or life of moral courage is never rewarded. It means

nothing. Judgement Day means every sacrifice we make for others actually matters in the end

even if no one notices it now. Those sacrifices are never forgotten. There is someone who sees

and so everything means something.
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If, on the other hand, there is no judgement day, there is no judge at the end, and human
suffering and injustice goes on until the sun burns out and history ends, then nothing means
anything. No one sees you when you fall or when you rise. There are only two views of life.
Either everything means something, or nothing means anything. The difference is judgement
day. The big secular thinkers of history - Fredrich Nietche, John-Paul Sartre, Bertrand Russell
- all explained away a final judgement day, and they were all honest enough to suggest it took
away all meaning in history. Jean-Paul Sartre once said: Atheism is a long, hard, cruel business.
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Judgement day is also good news because it means forgiveness is possible. Take a look at v.6:
God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you. That seems a bit harsh, but it
is liberating because we don’t have to be the judge. Being the judge of someone else when
they have wronged us is a job we are not qualified for. If we keep putting ourselves in the role
of judge, jury and sentencer then we are the ones who become imprisoned in our own
bitterness. Some of us can’t get past the wrongs perpetrated against us because we don’t
believe in judgement day, or we haven’t understood it and reflected on it. The more the good
news of judgement day goes into our hearts, the more patient and loving and forgiving we will
be.
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The second reason to believe in a final judgement day is because Jesus tells us it is a reality.
Judgement day is good news, but what we need to believe it is evidence for it. Like millions
upon millions of people throughout history, I came to believe in Jesus because of the facts
about who he is. Jesus combines things that we don’t see in other people. He is incredibly
confident and so totally humble. He is both courageous and tender. People are overwhelmed
by his moral perfection and attracted by his love.
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And yet, Jesus talks about judgement day more than all the other biblical writers together.
Jesus comes to us not just as a Saviour and friend of sinners, but as a judge. His salvation
means nothing with judgement. What the Bible says about judgement day is quite distinctive
and it has big implications for how we live.

R, ISR EH BRI AAPT A BEEF AL RE RS, IR B AP M,
ARREAHBRIARANINA, RREHLFERE, OEBLLEAEZLTR, 28
TR AFER B RETEHE, HXMNOETHAZEZXROBE,

The first distinctive is the nature of God’s judgement. Have a look at vv8-9: He will punish
those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be
punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord...
Sentences like those should stir up an emotional response. There is no nice way to smooth over
words like everlasting destruction. What is important here is to see what this everlasting
destruction is. Notice the statement shut out from the presence of the Lord.
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Everlasting destruction is the complete removal of God’s presence. To not have God is to be
eternally destroyed. The presence of God is the source of all life, love and beauty. A person
walking in the countryside on a beautiful sunny day is living off the presence of the sun. They
feel it, and experience it, and know it. In the same moment, a person working in a mine shaft
3km underground is also living off the presence of the sun, even though they can’t see it, feel it,
and don’t know it. If they sun ceased to exist, both would freeze to death. It matters not where
you are on the earth, we live off the sun’s presence.
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What the Bible tells us is that every person in history has lived off the presence of God while
they have lived. It matters not whether we have sought and trusted and followed him, or we
have rejected him and gone our own way. Every person has breathed his air, drunk his water,
and lived off his gracious presence. If God’s presence goes then everything goes. There is no
life, no joy, no beauty, no good. The Bible’s teaching on God’s judgement day is perfect
justice in the sense that the punishment fits the crime.
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The Bible’s often uses the imagery of fire for eternal destruction. Its figurative language. That
shouldn’t relieve us though because figurative language is symbolic of something that is worse.
God doesn’t poke people with pitchforks or hire anyone to do it. It is much worse; his presence
is removed. There is only two ways to live, its either God’s will be done, or our will be done.
The person destined for eternal destruction are getting what they have chosen and wanted all
their life, existence without God.
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The Christian teaching on judgement day is not about good and bad. Judgement Day gives us

what we have been after all of our life. If we have sought communion with God or distance

from God in life, then we will get it on judgement day. It is unbelievably just. The

confirmation of this is Jesus Christ on the cross. He is the only person in history who has gone

through the great judgement day. Jesus Christ is the only one in history to be abandoned by

God in the most final way.
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When Jesus Christ was being crucified there was no sulphur or fire. What happened is God
turned his back on him. His cry of dereliction was My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me! The hell that Jesus experienced on the cross was deeper than any hell that anyone will
ever experience. On the cross Jesus faced God, obeyed God, and God turned his back on him.
That has not and will not ever happen to another person in history.
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This is why he, one man, could pay the penalty for the sin of humanity? God faces all of
humanity and we turn our back on him, and so on judgement day when we stand before him
accounting for our lives, he will turn his back on us. Not Jesus Christ. Jesus is the only one
who experienced the presence of God perfectly. He obeyed God perfectly, and on the cross, the
‘sun went out’. He was facing God and God turned his back on him. His hell was deeper than
anyone’s, and it pays fully for our sin. No matter who you are or what you’ve done.
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The Bible’s teaching on judgement day is justice. The punishment fits the crime. Judgement
day explains the cross, and the cross explains what happens on judgement day. The final
judgement day is profoundly good news.
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Every Christian needs to keep their eye on the end in the midst of suffering, temptations and
sin. Verse 10 is the perspective: on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to
be marvelled at among all those who have believed. There is a little word in that verse that is
easy to miss, but it is very important. In fact, the way it is put together in the original language
1S s0 unique, it is used in only one other place in the New Testament: in v.12. It’s the ‘IN’.
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When he comes on judgement day, Jesus will not be glorified ‘among’ his holy people, as if
they will be the stadium in which he appears. Neither is it ‘by’ them, as if they will be the
spectators who applaud his appearing. Neither is it ‘through’ them, as if they will be mirrors
which reflect his image and glory. He will be glorified ‘in’ them. His people are like a filament
in a light bulb, which itself glows with light and heat when the electric current passes through
it.
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A theatre is not changed by the play which is performed in it. An audience is not necessarily
moved by the drama enacted before it. A mirror is certainly not affected by the images it
reflects. A filament in a light bulb is changed when the electricity flows it glows.
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When Jesus is revealed in his glory on judgement day, he will be glorified in his people. We
will not only see, but share, his glory. More than a filament which glows temporarily, only to
become dark and cold again when the current is switched off. We will be radically and
permanently changed being transformed into his likeness.
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The best example we have of this is the Transfiguration of Jesus. On that occasion Jesus was
glorified in his physical body. His face shone like the sun. His skin and clothing gleamed and
became as white as light. His body became a vehicle for his glory. The Christian will be
transfigured by the glory of Christ eternally. Everything that attracts us to Jesus will be ours.
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It will be ours because, as v.10 says, we are marvelling at him. What is it we will be
marvelling at? In particular, it will be the love of God for us displayed in what Jesus has done
for us on the cross. To marvel is more than admire, it is to have expectations, desires and
imagination exceeded. It means to have the mind and heart overflow. Jesus will be glorified in
the Christian on judgement day because we are marvelling at him.
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There are plenty of people, even in the church, who believe in a God of love, but don’t have a
place for the justice of God. There are even those in society who accept a God of love, but
reject belief in Jesus, the cross, and judgement day. Their view of God’s love doesn’t exceed
their expectations, desires and imagination. God’s love is more about God giving them
permission to be who they want to be. They aren’t marvelling at God’s love and so it hasn’t
changed them. It’s the marvelling at the wonder of the gospel of the Lord Jesus that changes us.
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If we don’t see what it cost God to love us, we have nothing to marvel at. When we see that we
deserved God to turn his back on us eternally, but that Jesus took it, we marvel in every way.
This is where transformation of faith, love and hope happens.
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Future glory in Jesus is what Paul wants the Thessalonians to keep their lives focussed on.
Paul’s constant prayer for the Thessalonians is their future glory will be worked out in them
now. He prays that they will continue to radiate the glory of Jesus Christ now. He has already
given thanks for their growth in faith, love and hope. His prayer is they will continue on that
trajectory.
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Verse 11-12: With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you
worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for
goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. We pray this so that the name of our Lord
Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the
Lord Jesus Christ.
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Paul wants to see the Thessalonian Christians, the church, this church, us, to be strong and
encouraged and growing despite what life throws at us. He wants us to live now worthy of the
future God is calling us to in Jesus. This happens by marvelling at the gospel of the Lord Jesus
now. Marvelling at the gospel of Jesus Christ is what glorifies him in us and us in him.
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In a day when we’re bombarded with competing objects of focus - from e-mail to social media
to breaking news - never has there been a greater need to lift our eyes to the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ and eternal hope of glory that awaits all those in him.
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To do that we need to let the dust form on our technology, not our Bibles. We need to be
walking with God in prayer. We need to be lifting our voices in worship. We need the
fellowship of brothers and sisters in Christ pointing us to the glory that awaits.
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