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Lord of the Earth £#,Z %
Genesis £]#32 9:1-17

Today, we’re going to continue to look at these early chapters of the Book of Genesis, and
we’re resuming with the story of the flood, a story about second chances.
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The flood is about the fact that God is committed to creation, and He’s ready to give new
beginnings. This is real and obvious from verse 1 of chapter 9. Then God blessed Noah
and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.
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Sound familiar?
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At the start of Genesis, this is what God said to Adam and Eve. And so, it’s almost as if
God is saying, one more time from the top. Let’s start again. What’s actually interesting
about this passage is, in some ways it gives us a little bit more detail into what kind of life
we’re called into.

B (AlHR) —Ms, SRAHEEREBTRGE, A, SEFHER LA
R, X—RKEBT. RAMEH e, EXAEARGE, AXET @, ©K
BNV R F ta e T R RNV BN RAT AR £

Noah and his family, just like Adam and Eve, are templates for what God is calling all
human beings to do. He’s calling us into a life of three great relationships, and we’re only
really living a fully human life when we maintain these relationships.
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God’s calling us into:
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. a relationship with the earth,

. a relationship with all the people of the earth,
. and a relationship with the Lord of the earth.
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He’s calling us into a relationship with the Earth, which brings up the issue of the care of
the environment. He’s calling us into a relationship with all the people of the Earth, which
brings up the issue of justice & compassion. And finally, he’s calling us into a relationship
with Himself, which brings up the issue of grace, environment, justice and grace.
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The more we understand what these are and how they interrelate, the more we’re going to
really live the life that God has created us to have. So, let’s take a look:
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1st of all, He calls us into a particular relationship with the earth
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vv. 2-3, if we took them all by themselves, they’d be misleading. °the fear and dread of
you will fall on all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air. Everything that
lives and moves will be food for you.
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If that’s all we had, you might conclude that God is saying that you have power in nature
and over nature and in nature. But there has to be a balance.
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If we only had verses 2 - 3, we might be left thinking God says we can do whatever we
want.
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But then we have verses 10, 12, 16, 13. God says, I will establish my covenant with you
and with every living creature that was with you....v.12, and this is the sign of the
covenant I am making between you and every living creature with you, a covenant for
all generations to come.
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And then again, v.16, whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind

2


http://www.stpauls.org.au/

www.stpauls.org.au Traditional

on the earth. And not only that, in v.13 he actually goes even further. God says there’s a
covenant between me and the earth.
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It’s clear: what God has made matters to God. What we see here, God never calls anyone
or anything into a covenant relationship unless it’s a saving relationship. God’s saying
you’re in trouble because of evil and sin. And I’'m going to enter into a relationship with
you and be your saviour and saviour from sin.
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He’s not doing this with the animals. He’s not doing this with every living creature. He’s
not even doing it with the earth & the physical environment. He’s obviously not saving the
world from the sin of the plants or the sin of the seas or animals.
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Genesis 8:21 makes it clear: Noah comes out of the Ark, and God says, “Never again
will I curse the ground because of humans, even though every inclination of the human
heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as 1
have done.”
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When God says I’'m calling the earth and every animal into a saving relationship, He’s
saving the world from our sin: your sin, my sin, humanity’s sin.
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Paul spells this out in Romans 8:19-22 where he says. The creation. (that's all of nature)
waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed, for the creation itself
will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the
children of God.
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And that’s why we know that all of creation has been groaning right up to the present time:
for OUR salvation. This means that nature doesn’t work well in general because of our
sins. It also means that human beings exploit nature. What Genesis 9:2-3 is saying is a
realistic approach to nature. There is no one ideal environmental equilibrium.
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Every so-called balance of nature is hostile to some forms of animal and vegetable life and
friendly to others, so there is no one perfect balance. Just think of the cane toad, or fox or
rabbit; if only there were someone who could do something about this! There’s also no one
perfect balance without us involved; we’re part of nature, too.
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Here we see God knows nature isn’t what it should be, and He’s committed to saving it, to
resurrecting and renewing it. And that’s the reason why the Bible calls us into a personal
relationship with nature, just like God has; we see it in the Biblical pattern of creation, fall,
redemption and the promise of the new creation.
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Where in the New Creation, God’s not just going to give us new bodies. In the resurrection,
He’s going to give us a new nature & a new self. He’s not just going to renovate us; He’s

going to renovate everything.
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That’s the meaning of Christmas: God becomes flesh. The path of Christian salvation is
NOT God saving us out of earth into heaven, but heaven coming down to earth & God
renewing everything that’s here.
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God is committed to His creation, and if you believe the doctrine of creation, fall,
redemption & new Creation, here’s the kind of relationship you have with nature, with the
animals, with the earth itself.
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Psalm 19, the heavens declare the glory of God, the skies proclaim the work of God. Day
after day, they pour forth speech. Night after night, they display knowledge. Their voice
goes out into all the earth.
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Around two months ago I was walking the Camino, a pilgrimage in Spain. Waterfalls,
mountains, rivers, oceans, rainbows, sunrises and sunsets. I journaled on my trip, and I
started with James 4:8, Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.
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I was in some pretty remote areas, and Psalm 19 kept coming to me, ‘the heavens declare
the glory of God,” 1 found myself singing this often. Just like when we listen to music,
when we marvel at creation, they sing a loud song, testifying there 1s a God.
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Most people feel this. They think there’s something more. The Bible says creation is

speaking to you, it’s teaching us something. It’s one GIANT ARROW pointing us to our

maker: general revelation.
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Creation is telling us about the glory of God, and it’s our job as stewards of creation to
make sure they keep speaking, not to let that voice go out. So, we don’t destroy, chop
down, build out, poison, hunt into extinction; instead, we respect, we honour, we maintain,
we care.

M E G RN HE B RE, FATEMGET R, RPT6 TAER R AER T M
MR, TNENMBEEFTHEL. Bk, MR GHE., K&, FE, BF5, BHE
HoRiB: MR, KRMEE., KMEE, KM4H#E, KPS,

In Judaism they have a term for this, Tikkun Olam — the repair of the world. By the way,
here’s the print from the T-shirt I wore in the 90°s.
AR, HfEA —@H#3E: Tikkun Olam
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Sadly, sin leads us to exploit & demolish the environment, a major signpost pointing to
God. Our covenant relationship requires us to care for air quality, & fresh water, the
land & oceans, & animals; this stewardship keeps God’s creation singing and is also good
for us; we need those things to survive.
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We need to help nature continue to glorify God, not to let the voice the environment cries
out, go out. The attitude that God gives us by saying, I’'m in a covenant relationship with
nature, is the basis for environmental stewardship & echoes the created order of Genesis
1:28: fill the earth and rule over it; but this was always meant to be under God’s rule, not
the self-rule of sin.
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The second thing we’re called into is a relationship of justice with all the people of the
earth.
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Here in vv.5-6, 5 And for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will
demand an accounting from every animal. And from each human being, too, I will
demand an accounting for the life of another human being. 6 “Whoever sheds human
blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made
humankind.
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This isn’t about capital or corporal punishment. What this is telling us is God’s attitude
that all human life was made to image God in a special way; nothing else in nature is made
in this way.
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Every single person and every individual life, whether a good person or a bad person,
weak/strong, rich/poor, young/old...God says I have put my honour and glory and dignity
into every single one of you — you are my image bearers.
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And anyone who raises their hand to violate this life, to abuse this life, to degrade this life,
anyone who does that to any human being, I will take that as an assault on me, an assault
on my glory and an assault on my honour.
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The point of v.5 is to try to show us the value of every human life. We are precious to God.
And regardless of what we believe or whether we are moral or immoral, God says every
human life is utterly precious to Him and has dignity.
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Human life is different than the rocks, trees, your pet dog or cat. We’re not just a fluke of
random chances over time. Human life has value. Because this world matters, we need to
consider how we distribute the treasures that God has given us. What are you doing with
your time, talents, financial/material treasures and testimony? This world matters. The
physical world matters.
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This means that our giving practical and material help is for all people. Because every
human being is in the image of God, we have to show sacrificial service to the safety,
protection, and quality of life for all human life.
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We have a biblical basis here for tirelessly working for the sacredness of every human life,
taking care of the elderly, taking care of the sick and the disabled, and seeking racial
justice, social justice, and international justice.
BMARE AL, AEBALFONERETWMY 7, BEEA, BERARZR
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One quick example: environmental damage falls disproportionately on the poorer nations,
so if we’re genuinely compassionate to our neighbours, we need to speak out about this
and source ethical produce
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We know about God’s covenant with every living creature and even the earth, and we
know how valuable people are. We know what God is doing for us & we know what God
has done for us, so, in response, we aren’t to judge whether someone is worthy or not. We
are to do good to all people without exception.
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We’re called into a relationship of love, compassion and justice with all the people of the
earth.
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Thirdly, we are called into an intimate personal covenant relationship with God.
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We are called into a relationship based on grace. We learn about this relationship from the
rainbow. v12 says, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you
and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13 I have set
my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the
earth.”
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This covenant sign is a symbol of salvation, just like the Lord’s Supper is a covenant sign,
which we’ll be celebrating in a moment. Jesus actually said this cup is the sign of what I’'m
doing for you. The cup poured out as a sign of his death. The broken bread is a sign of his
death. The eating and drinking are a sign of faith.
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The rainbow tells us everything we need to have a relationship with God. It tells us
everything we need to know about the gospel because it’s a symbol of a relationship with
God based on grace.
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The rainbow shows us the backdrop of God’s grace.
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When we see a rainbow, it’s after we’ve experienced dark, stormy weather. In the same
way, God sees we’re flawed, sees us in our weakness, troubles and insufficiencies, in our
neediness. When we recognise and admit our sins, this dark backdrop to our lives can
allow God’s grace.
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The rainbow shows the promise of God’s grace.
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If you see a rainbow from the sky, it’s shaped like a bow. The Hebrew word here is
Gazette, which is a word for a war bow. What God is saying when we see the rainbow,
I’ve put down my war bow so there is now no more condemnation.

de RIRER 2 H A B Fkr, COFBRME—TKk T . SR AARILAE Gazette, &%
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You’re getting a second chance, and as they leave the ark, God provides for them; grace is
lavished on them. We can be in a relationship with God where there’s no more judgment
for our sins.

AR T % kg, SRMERT AR, Lia el —in, B8z Ak
Mg E. BT AL S RAFOMAE, TES A6 RETEH,

As we see the dark backdrop of God's grace (our sin), and the rainbow shows us the
sweeping promise of God’s grace (no condemnation), it also shows us the astonishing
truth of God’s grace.
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This doesn’t mean God is no longer a God of Judgment or God of wrath. It just means
instead of aiming His arrows at us, they’re going into someone else. We always see a
rainbow where the sun and the storm come together, where the light and darkness come
together, or the mercy and judgement come together, that’s where you find the rainbow.
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We know where those arrows went. Isaiah 53 talks about the Servant who came, and it
says, he was pierced for our transgressions he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was on Him, and by His wounds we are healed.
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God is holy. Justice had to be served, someone had to die, and Jesus got the arrows, But on
the cross, we also see the love of God. The Father is so infinitely loving he offered up the
Son. In other words, on the cross, the storm of eternal justice and the Son of God’s love
come together. Jesus went into the heart of God’s wrath out of love for us. He got the
lightning so we could have the rainbow.

APRE R, ERLCAFIMNIR, LARHARE, KT TH, RETFRE, &K
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And that’s why we have a rainbow, and every time we look into the heart of the storm, we
see the rainbow of grace; it’s a sign of God’s lasting covenant.

BEA AT BRI A R, FRRMBEARREG TS, KA G FH 2] B br;
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God’s calling us into:

APf 3 R EE N

. a relationship with the earth,

. a relationship with all the people of the earth,
. and a relationship with the Lord of the earth.
S G M 17,
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Unless we get this 3rd relationship right, our motives for the other 2, while having the
appearance of being noble, can only be selfishly altruistic. Unless we understand our
relationship with God is based on grace, doing good works will achieve nothing. You do
know why?

RAERAMTEAE R 12 5 =AM 1%, TRAIRMHE LI RAEM A EBER AT ERS
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If I tell you to go out there and care for the environment, help the poor, feed the hungry
and do justice if you just go out there, you won’t be doing it for their sake; it’s to feel good
about yourself, or in the hope, people will notice and think you’re a great person or hoping
God will bless you and take you to heaven.

o RAF TG LM ORI, HHEA, RFENRHA, MKER, 2 RER L
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In this case, you’re not doing it for them or for God. You’re doing it for yourself; it’s
meritorious, not full of grace.

A A T B ey

Finally, the rainbow is a thing of beauty.

iR, B —HELEGRB,

Religious people use God & try to get things from God. Gospel people find Him beautiful.
A Christian 1s a person who says I want to serve God for the beauty of who he is, not what
I can get out of God.
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And then it becomes the dynamic for all of your life you’re helping people because of the
beauty of who they are. You’re caring for nature because of the beauty of what God has
made.

Rk, G B AMAKRSOERRHT DN, EHRAK—Le987 ., hEE LA
KA A LAl 6 F et £ K,

You’re not trying to prove yourself or get something from God. We say it all the time here,
a church in Chatswood, glorifying God as we treasure Jesus, together, for the joy of all
people.
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There should really be something attractive about Christianity as people go out filled with
joy, love, care and serve like Jesus. Unless we have a grace relationship with God, the
motivations of our hearts will be all wrong. The first two relationships will either be
inconsistent, burdensome or crush us into the ground.
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If there’s anybody here who wants to be sure they’re Christian, it’s all in the rainbow.
e REAAH AL 8§ TAEE/, —HEHILZ P,

Step one: admit you’re on the dark backdrop of grace, your sin, your deep need. Step 2:
study the truth of Jesus Christ on the cross; know what He has done for you; wrath & son
come together. 3rdly, rest in the promise God has put down the war bow and lastly, live a
life the dynamic of which is beauty, the dynamic of which is gratitude.

H—F: RBAERABE, HREOF, REWHTEOERT R, $=F: R
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And if anybody here is in the middle of a storm right now, would you please keep this in
mind? There’s grace in the middle of this storm.
e RBAHARLEERABRRZF, FHAEE—BIFH? ABHRRAZTAH B,

If you’re a Christian and in the middle of a terrible dark cloud, don’t forget it’s not God’s
wrath on you because all that wrath fell on Jesus. All of creation is groaning as it awaits
the New creation. Because there was grace in the heart of God’s wrath, there’s going to be
mercy in the heart of this cloud, mercy in the heart of the storm.
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do RARREE I, MERATHOETZF, AAREHL, EAALFIIROHEL,
B PR G RARE A T AR S B PTA QAR — R RS, ARG ALE.
B BAP IR G oA B, TR PR, W AT BN

At the very least, if you hold onto Him, if you truly see Jesus & focus on Him, it will make
you like Him, sympathetic, wise, tender, confident, compassionate, just, loving and
forgiving.

2V, R, e RARAEEA B AN E R E A, CEIERR AR, B
R, AFEZ, &%, afF, §ARES, NE, ARl LE.

In the heart of every storm, once you grasp the grace of Jesus, when you see that he went
into the middle of God’s wrath so there could be a rainbow for us, what that means i1s at
the heart of every storm that comes into our life now, we can know there’s mercy. We
know there’s grace.

BH—3 R R PO, #94’*#)1&@7%%% B S AR B AAP R P
AHHRMTAE T * ﬂuﬂ% BEREFZFHAAEANRMAGPOE—FRIEZG P, RIVH
T VA Snil R A B &M% CAL O
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