THE SIMPLEST WAY TO CHANGE THE WORLD
CULTIVATING BIBLICAL HOSPITALITY
SESSION 1

Do you feel the world is broken? (We do)
Do you feel the shadows deepen? (We do)
But do you know that all the dark won't stop
The light from getting through? (We do)
Do you wish that you could see it, all made new? (We do)

“Is He Worthy?”

CHANGE THE WORLD?

“..poor people tend to describe their condition in more psychological and social terms. That is,
most of us see poverty as lack of food, money, medicine, or housing. The poor talk about their
poverty in terms of shame, inferiority, fear, hopelessness, isolation, and voicelessness.” “..poverty
is the result of relationships that do not work, that are not just, that are not for life, that are not

harmonious or enjoyable.”? - Brian Fikkert

“Too often, church and governments have resorted to throwing money at the poor, but in most
situations money is far from the biggest need. People need to see that Jesus’ death and
resurrection changes everything. They-and we!-need to understand who God is, who we are, how
we should relate to others, and how we should relate to creation.” - Kevin DeYoung

HOSPITAL & HOSPITALITY

e Hospital: Evolved to focus specifically on the medical or physical needs of the injured and
sick.

e Hospitality: Kept its focus on welcoming, entertaining, and providing a warm, generous,
and comfortable environment for guests.

HOSPITAL BACK INTO HOSPITALITY

‘And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were reclining with Jesus
and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 And the scribes of the Pharisees,
when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, "Why does
he eat with tax collectors and sinners?" 17 And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, "Those who
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. | came not to call the righteous, but
sinners.” - Mark 2:15-17

1“When Helping Hurts” by Steve Corbett & Brian Fikkert, p. 53.
2 |bid., p. 62.
3“When Helping Hurts, Pt. 1” by Kevin DeYoung.



How do you see the combination of the language of both hospitality and hospital?
o  Why s there tension?
o  Who does Jesus say he came for?
o Whatis the problem according to Jesus?
o How does table fellowship play a role in this?

Jesus is healing what has been broken. The primary problem in the world is ultimately moral
and relational. Because of our sin, we have been cut off relationally from God and this has
warped our relationship with ourselves and others.

The greatest goal of seeing the world made new is found in knowing God through Jesus
Christ.

o Andthisis eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent. - John 17:3

This first relationship with God was broken at the beginning of time. Jesus came to
reconcile this relationship.

o Reconciliation - the restoration of a broken relationship, bringing hostile or
alienated parties back into peace and harmony. The Bible emphasizes that because
of human sin, people are alienated from God and live as His enemies. Reconciliation
is entirely initiated by God, who chose to remove the barrier of sin through the
substitution of Jesus’ perfect sacrifice on the cross so people could be brought into
arestored state of relationship.

o Biblical hospitality is threaded throughout the story of God’s reconciling plan. In Genesis
3, we were estranged from God as his enemies over a meal of rebellion. But by the end of
time in Revelation 19, we are united with God as his family over a meal of celebration.



