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Heresies Concerning the Holy Spirit: 
 

 In the early centuries, the church faced a number of doctrinal challenges 
concerning the Person and work of the Holy Spirit.  
 
 

 These challenges forced the church to search the Scriptures, think carefully, and 
articulate biblically what the Bible teaches on the Holy Spirit.  
 
 

A. Sabellianism1 
 
 Sabellius was a teacher from Libya during the early centuries of the church.  

 
 He taught that a strict Unitarian view of the Godhead, one person with three 

names.  
 
 The three names, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are, Sabellius held, merely 

three modes, or appearances, of God.  
 
 This is the heresy known as Sabellianism in ancient history, and Modalism is 

more recent history. 
 

 A common Modalist term is ‘manifestations’; the idea being that God 
manifests himself as Father, Son, and Spirit, but that he is simply showing 
himself in various ways. 
 

 Based upon what we have studied about the Holy Spirit, what is wrong with 
this?  

 
 It affirms the one person of God, but denies the individual 

personhood of the Holy Spirit.  
 

 In church history, this heresy is called, Sabellianism, also referred to as 
Modalism, because it teaches that the Spirit is a mode or form of God. 
 

 
1 https://banneroftruth.org/us/resources/articles/2016/sabellianism/  
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 The church condemned Sabellianism in 381 AD at the First Council of 
Constantinople. 

 
B. Arianism  

 
 Arianism was popularized by the 4th-century Alexandrian priest, Arius. 

 
 Arianism is primarily a heresy concerning the Person and nature of Jesus 

Christ. It holds that Jesus was not co-eternal or co-substantial (homoousios) 
with God the Father. Instead, it teaches Christ was the first and highest of all 
God's creation. He was brought into existence out of nothing before the 
creation of the world. 
 

 The heresy did not only concern the Person of Christ. When an error is made 
concerning one Person of the Trinity, it’s possible for ripple-effect errors to 
result.  

 
 Arianism also denied the deity of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 This view teaches that there is one God. However, the one God created the 

Son of God. Thereafter, the Son of God created the Holy Spirit. 
 
 What is wrong with that view?  
 

o It teaches that the Holy Spirit derives existence through a created 
intermediary (Jesus the Son). Therefore, the Holy Spirit is a created 
being from another created being (Christ), instead of possessing the 
attributes of deity just as God the Father. 

 
  Church councils met to condemn this heresy; the Council of Nicaea (325) and 

Constantinople (381). 
 

C. Socinianism2 
 

 Socinianism is named after the Italian teacher, Lelio Sozzini1 (1525–1562). 
 

 It was a rationalistic belief system which denied the Trinity in favor of a 
unitarian view of the Godhead.  

 

 
2 https://banneroftruth.org/us/resources/articles/2025/calvin-concern-sozzini/  
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 Socinianism also rejected the deity of Christ (and his pre-existence), and 
his substitutionary atoning death for sinners. 

 
 This teaching rejects the personhood of the Holy Spirit, thus denies his 

deity and the Trinity entirely. 
 

 Some Unitarian movements affirm Socinianism 
 
 

Implications 
 

 “Ok, so, what’s the big deal? Why do we need to be particular about the Holy 
Spirit?”  

 
o He is a real being with true, eternal characteristics.  

 
o Imagine if someone said, “So, your spouse has 2 ears, 2 eyes, a mouth, 2 

arms and 2 legs? Oh, is she a baboon?” 
 

1. No, she is a human and the difference matters.  
 

2. It honors a person to speak truthfully. 
 

3. How much more when it comes to God and the Holy Spirit. 
 

o The Spirit is God. And he deserves that we say what is true about him. 
 

o Finally, if we believe these errors, we could be worshiping a false God; an 
idol. 

 
o So, out of love for; reverence of; glory to the Holy Spirit, we must say 

what is true of him:   
 

 Cornerstone Doctrinal Statement:3 The Holy Spirit is a divine Person, eternal, 
underived, possessing all the attributes of personality and deity including 
intellect (1 Cor 2:10-13), emotions (Eph 4:30), will (1 Cor 12:11), eternality (Heb 
9:14), omnipresence (Ps 139:7-10), omniscience (Isa 40:13-14), omnipotence (Rom 
15:13), and truthfulness (John 16:13). In all the divine attributes He is coequal and 

 
3 https://www.cornerstonejh.com/about-us/what-we-teach/#top5  
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consubstantial with the Father and the Son (Matt 28:19; Acts 5:3-4; 28:25-26; 1 Cor 
12:4-6; 2 Cor 13:14; and Jer 31:31 34 with Heb 10:15-17). 


